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The first thing that the Torah records in the process of crea-
tion was the light.  ַוּיאֶמר ֱאֹלִהים ְיִהי אֹור ַוְיִהי־אֹור “Hashem 
said, ‘Let there be light’ and there was light.” In all other 
subsequent creations, the Torah confirmed the transition 
from what Hashem said to "and there was" with the 
phrase ְיִהי ֵכן —“and it was so.” At the creation of light, 
however, the Torah made an exception, stating,  אֹור וְיִהי־  
Based on that unique description associated with light, our 
 reasoned that the light that came into being (Sages) חכמים 
was not the light that Hashem originally in-
tended. By saying, ןְיִהי־ instead of  ֽאֹור ַו ְַֽיִהי־  ֽ כ   
the Torah implies that it was a somewhat 
different light from that which G-d intended. 
The question persists: Where is the light that 
G-d intended? Was there a change from plan 
to reality? 

Our  חכמים elucidate that the original light 
was so powerful, so diversified and radiant, 
so far reaching in its application, that it was 
too dangerous to leave in the hands of po-
tentially sinful human beings. Simply stated, mankind was 
not yet ready for such a superior gift. Using the power of 
that unusual light, mankind could conceivably abuse its 
blessing and convert it into implements of degradation and 
destruction. That is why Hashem hid the intended light for 
 for the righteous yet to come. Ever since - צדיקים לעתיד לבא  
the creation of that light, עם ישראל    - the Jewish people has 
found itself searching for its hidden sparks. We look for 
them in our Torah and in the  'דרך ה - Torah way that was 
entrusted to us. To this end, we live the guiding words of: 

 enlighten our eyes“ – והאר עינינו בתורתך ודבק לבנו במצותיך
in Your Torah, and make our heart cling to Your com-
mandments.” The secular world is also searching for the 
power of that  the "hidden light" in the -  אור הגנוז
exploding science of cyberspace. Sparks of that light may 

account for the force that enables us today to transmit 
sights and sounds  from one end of -  מסוף העולם ועד קצהו 
the world to the other. Presently, however, we also know 
how potentially corruptive this force can be. As we study 
the chronology of our nation that survived from the day of 
creation to today's Chanukah light, we find that light crea-
tive of an illumination envisioned in the words of our daily 
Tfila: אור חדש על ציון תאיר    - “Cause a new light to shine on 
Zion.”  

Help us Hashem, to find that new light! We 
are the heirs of Mattitiyahu, of Yehuda, of 
those Hashmonaim! They found a source of 
light that was miraculously charged with the 
rays emanating from Zion. It is this light that 
accom-panies us on every step of our wan-
dering. And when darkness envelopes us, 
and fear and despair captures our beings, 
we take a little oil , שמן זית זך   strike a match, 
make a bracha:  להדליק נר 

Thus, we create real אֹור - meaning light, rather than אּור 
- suggestive of fire capable of destruction. Our נר can, 
and will go on to illuminate darkened roads creating 
pathways to reveal light yet to be captured; knowing 
that אין לנו רשות להשתמש בהם - that we must use our 
talents, our insights, our קדושה and אמונה for building 
the  נצח of עם ישראל! 

Sparks of that light are fortunately attainable today in the 
halls of ASHAR. Here, the  תורה אור reveals   אור הגנוז . Here 
the promise of   אור חדש על ציון תאיר is pursued with vigor 
and determination. May this dedication and commitment 
hasten the day when we all will be fortunate to see the 
 of the new light which can be entrusted to mankind התגלות  
in the spirit of  והלכו גוים לאורך “and the nations of the world 
will follow you on your enlightened path.” 

Reprinted with love:  ASHREINEWS, December 11, 2009 



1G art 

4G Chocolate Truffles 

6G at Mrs. Weber’s House 

Ice Cream Party for Excellent Bentching 



Chanukah has been a time of great fun and 

spirit in the Girls Division! We kicked off the 

week with a big sister/little sister cookie mak-

ing craft. Mr. Elbaum from Grand and Essex in 

Bergenfeld and and Mrs. Elbaum (4G teacher) 

came in on Tuesday to make delicious latkes 

with the girls. Wednesday’s concert was a hit 

and Thursday afternoon concluded with the 

Maccabia games! The entire week was a 

blast! Thanks to the 8th grade girls who lead 

the school in a great program and to our own 

Mrs. Jacobson and the entire Girls Division 

Staff who went above and beyond this year.                              

Happy Chanukah! 



Who am I? 

1. For the Mavoi, I am no good. 2. I do not work for a Sukkah.        
3. I could invalidate your Menorah. 4. I was for the pit.  

1. I was for the arms of the Menorah. 2. I was for the cows.            
3. I am for Shemitah. 4. I was for the wheat  

Last week’s answers: Yosef,  Menorah  
(Add and cover embarrassment, I am flame, I protected my mother, I lost 

my coat twice.)  
(I am not a Sukkah, but above 20 is too high, I cannot be circular, I am 

similar to one in the Beis Hamikdash, I am to be seen.)  

4th Grade Chanukah Party at Rabbi Braunfeld’s house!! 

ASHAR’s  Father-Son Learning program last Sunday 

Thank you to all who came and made it a fun and meaningful morning! 



ASHAR’s Dreidel Olympics – Turning the Greek Ideals Upside Down! 

The Greeks glorified the body. At ASHAR we aim to glorify the holy with Torah, music, dance, dreidel, food  and 

achdus! The Boys Division rocked the school with their annual Chanukah Chagigah, including: a choir perfor-

mance, comic skits, divrei torah, karaoke slam, and shas milim remix. Thank you Rabbi Shmuel Freedland for a 

truly great party!! 



The PTA would like to send a huge THANK YOU to our many 

sponsors who made this week of treats and concert possible! 



Avi Fonfeder (7B) 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 
 

Dovi Gershuny (7B) 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 
 

Rivky Malik (T2 Assisstant) 

on your engagement! 

 



*free for members, 
$35 for non-
members* 

CLASSES FOR 
WOMEN 

Water Aerobics 

Times:   

Sunday 

10:30am-11:15am 

11:15am-12:00pm 

12:00pm-12:45pm 

8:30pm-9:15pm 

9:15pm-10:00pm 
 

Monday 

9:15pm-10:00pm 

10:00pm-10:45pm 

Kaila Kirsch 5G  
I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of glass 
and when my family used it 
it was a blast. 
 
Sophia Landau 
I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of glue 
And when it's dry and ready  
I'm gonna play and you can play 
too. 
 
Arielle Bennett 
I have a little dreidel  
I made it out of tissue 
and when I tried to spin it 
I had a little issue. 
 
Phillip Ackerman 3B 
Dreidel, dreidel, dreidel 
I made you out of pajamas 
When I tried to spin you 
I really went bananas. 
 
Rafi Shenberger 3B 
I had a little dreidel 
I made it out of trees 
and when I tried to spin it 
It hit me in the knees.  



The Boys Varsity Basketball 
Team, together with Coach Josh 
Friedman,  won their game last 
Saturday night,  against RPRY 43-
38. 
The Sharks took a bite out of 
RPRY, scoring 14 pts/1st quarter, 
9 pts/2nd quarter, 5 pts/3rd 
quarter and clinching the win 
with 15 pts in the 4th quarter! 

Next game January 5th, 
2020 , 1:30pm @ WDS. See 
you there!! 




