
 Menahel’s Message 

“Opportunity Knocks” 

In the Al haNissim additions to Shemoneh Esrei and 
bentching, we thank Hashem for the miracles that oc-
curred “in those days during this time” 

 בימים ההם בזמן הזה 
According to the S’fas Emmes, we emphasize that the 
ancient miracles of Chanukah and Purim “in those 
days” occurred during “this time” on the specific days 
that they did, in order to sensitize us to the unique 
potential laden in each day.   

The dates of Am Yisrael’s respective salvations were 
not coincidental, but rather a reflection of the ever-
present spiritual and metaphysical power of “this 
time.”  During the periods of Chanukah and Purim, the 
unique nature inherent in each of these days was ac-
cessed and actualized, but not exhausted.  Just be-
cause we once merited miraculous yeshuos on these 
days doesn’t mean that they have been used up. 
Quite the contrary.  The miracles of Chanukah and Pu-
rim have now clearly identified these days as especial-
ly auspicious times, and thus opportunities for even 
greater miracles in the future.   

Strengthened commitment to both Torah study and 
chesed in particular during the coming days of Chanu-
kah will undoubtedly hasten this eventuality, !בזמן הזה 

Shabbat Shalom, and a lechtige Chanukah! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

ASHREINEWS 
Chanukah in Bergen Belsen 

 Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division  

Rabbi Shraga Shmuel Schnitzler, nicknamed Reb Shmel-
ke, told encouraging stories to raise the spirits of the 
imprisoned Jews in Bergen Belsen.  It was Kislev 1944 
and Chanukah was fast approaching. Reb Shmelke re-
assured the Jews in his barrack, “We are going to light 
the Chanukah candles. We will find a way to perform 
the mitzvah of hadlakas neiros.”Many prisoners were 
depressed and deflated. They had given up hope long 
ago. Rabbi Shmelke was determined. Chanukah with-
out the menorah lights was not an option. Reb Shmelke 
resolved to find a small bit of oil.  

One day, Reb Shmelke was walking through the field 
surrounding the camp. He tripped on something stick-
ing out of the frozen ground. When nobody was look-
ing, he bent down, pushed away the dirt and noticed 
the most incredible thing, a small jar of congealed oil, a 
few tiny cups, and some strands of cotton. He couldn’t 
believe it. “Oil for Chanukah!” he whispered to himself. 
He reburied the treasure assuming that the person 
who hid it would come back to retrieve it. It lay un-
claimed. Chanukah arrived and Reb Shmelke secretly 
went out to the field to claim the small package. When 
the guards were not looking, he kindled the first light of 
the menorah. The prisoners watched in silence while 
the tiny flame fought its battle against the surrounding 
darkness. Each night of Chanukah, Reb Shmelke lit the 
menorah as the prisoners’ spark of hope grew brighter.  

In April of 1945, the Germans surrendered, and Reb 
Shmelke was liberated. He returned to Hungary and 
became a Rabbi for other survivors. Years later, Reb 
Shmelke came to the United States where he visited 
the Satmar Rebbe.  The Satmar Rebbe mentioned that 
he had also been a prisoner in Bergen Belsen. He was 
rescued on the 21st of Kislev 1944, four days before 
Chanukah. “Before I found out the rescue plan, I had 
bribed a guard and put together a package of oil, cups 
 (cont.) 
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Who am I? 

1. Add and cover embarrassment. 2. I am flame.                                       
3. I protected my mother. 4. I lost my coat twice.  

1. I am not a Sukkah, but above 20 is too high. 2. I cannot be circu-
lar. 3. I am similar one in the Beis Hamikdash. 4. I am to be seen.  

Last week’s answers: Shechem (ben Chamor), Eliphaz  
(I came from a donkey, but I am not one, I am shoulder, but not below 

the neck, I caused circumcision, I am a city.) 

(I robbed Yaakov, You must wipe out my son, I was Esav’s first,                             
I had Taiman.) 

Some 3B creations 

Bachurei Chemed awards are given by 

Rabbi Jacobson to boys show growth in 

the areas of effort and middos. This cel-

ebration of good character takes place 

monthly at ASHAR. 

Over 500 cards have been received so far! Take a look at the wall behind the boys 

as they bring in photos of themselves with a Rav or Rebbe that they personally 

know 



Each chanukia created by our students reflects hours of learning the 

halachas and meaning of our beautiful mitzvah. We hope that every 

student enjoys using the chanukia he or she has created and has a 

light filled holiday! 

3G Projects 

8G is raising money for the 8th 

grade experience! Get your “Hug in 

a bag!” Form on following pages 

Mrs. Kurtz’s 2G class reads about winter. 

Winter 

 חורף
Mrs. Koenig’s 4G class is learning about the 

winter wardrobe...what better way than to 

create a fashion catalogue בעברית! 



Names Not Numbers Filming 

It was an incredibly moving week here at school with the filming of the Names Not Numbers survivor inter-
views.  The 8th grade class did a great job preparing for the interviews and implementing the interview tech-

niques they learned over the past few months. 

Meet our survivors... 

Mrs. Vital Unger 

Mrs. Judy Josephs 

Mrs. Sylvia Kagen Mrs. Ruth Mermelstein 

Mr. Shmuel Beller Dr. Menachem Schmeltzer 

Save the date: NNN Premiere Sunday, April 26, 2020 7:00pm 



Tili Tsour (‘12) 

on your engagement to Jason Brody! 
 

Tuvia Doberman (‘04) 

on your upcoming marriage to Tova        
Baharlias! 

 

Moshe Bochner (’09)) 

on your upcoming marriage to Adina     
Cohen 

Security Update 

ASHAR continues to constantly monitor and assess our Yeshiva’s security procedures and policies. Our own 
professional security team liaisons with local law enforcement officials, and our professional and lay admin-
istration is in regular contact with security consultants who guide and advise on the implementation of best 
practices. 

Recent developments include a full-school security audit by the Clarkstown Police Department and a school-
wide lockdown drill. 

Our students’ safety and security will always be our Yeshiva’s top priority.  May we continue to merit’s 
Hashem’s constant protection. 

Chanukah (cont.) 

and wicks, which I hid in a field. I always felt badly that my little menorah was never used.” Rebbe Shmelke could 
not believe what he was hearing. He smiled in seeing Hashem’s hand once again. “Your menorah was indeed 
used. It dispelled the darkness for hundreds of Jews and helped at least one Jew survive.”  

This past week, ASHAR’s eighth grade had the privilege of interviewing six Holocaust survivors. The mutual      
understanding of love and respect transcended the decades between them, and the messages from these survi-
vors were real and meaningful to each and every student.  Their message of hope and trust that transcended the 
darkness gave the ASHAR students a new understanding of the eternal light that shines bright on Hashem’s    
chosen nation.  

Dear Alumni: 
Send us your news! 

krosenthal@ashar.org 

Thursday 

was an        

exciting day 

as First 

Grade visits 

the Finkel-

stein Library!  



Varsity 8th Grade Boys Basketball 

Motzei Shabbos, December 21st, 2019 RPRY@ASHAR 8:00pm tipoff (H) 

Pre-Chanukah Extravaganza (Boys Grades 4-8) 

Sunday, December 22nd, 2019 8:30am-12pm 

PTA Ice Skating 

Tuesday, December 24th, 2019 5:30-7:30pm 

No Bus 

Wednesday, December 25th, 2019  

Regular Busing 

Thursday, December 26th, 2019  

No Bus: 12:00 Dismissal 

Friday, December 27, 2019 

Chanukah Recess 

Sunday, December 29, 2019 -- Monday, December 30, 2019 

The ASHAR Hock-
ey Team together 
with Coach Bill 
Shaw won both 
their games 
against RPRY. on         
11/25, 8 - 2 
and  on  12/10,     
6 - 3. 
Thank you to the 
ASHAR fans who 
have supported 
the Sharks at all 
the home games 
and cheered their 
team to victory. 

The team won their fourth game of the 
season on Sunday, 12/15, against the JEC,  
8-2.  With one game left in the regular   
season, The Sharks are headed to the 
Playoffs!!!!!!! Making room on the gym 
wall for a banner.... 
 

GO 
SHARKS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



*free for members, 
$35 for non-
members* 

CLASSES FOR 
WOMEN 

Water Aerobics 

Times:   

Sunday 

10:30am-11:15am 

11:15am-12:00pm 

12:00pm-12:45pm 

8:30pm-9:15pm 

9:15pm-10:00pm 

 

Monday 

9:15pm-10:00pm 

10:00pm-10:45pm 

Child’s (Children’s) Name(s)___________________________________________ 

Person sending the “Hug” ____________________________________________ 

Grade(s):______________ 

Please send my child(ren) a “Hug in a Bag” ($1 each) 

I would like to sponsor the class ($25) 

Return this form to office along with cash or check. 







Pre-order pizza: $14 a pie 

www.ashar.org/pizzapreorder 






