
Menahel’s Message: Welcome Back! 

Welcome back to ASHAR!  The first few days have been exhilarating, and bode well for a          
fabulous school year.  

Beginnings are important, and set the tone for all that ensues: 

 האי יומא קמא דריש שתא, אי חמים כולה שתא חמימא.  אי קריר, כולה שתא קרירא."”
 בבא בתרא קמז:((

 

According to Chazal, if it is warm at the beginning of the year, it will generally remain so for the remainder, and 
vice versa.  But “warmth,” suggests the Nachalas Shimon, does not refer merely to the weather; it addresses 
attitude as well. A year that is greeted with enthusiasm and encouragement will usually continue to unfold with 
similar warmth, while one met with coldness, disinterest or cynicism will most likely prove to be mediocre at 
best.  

By and large, our children begin the school year with eager enthusiasm.  They’re excited and happy to be here, 
and eager to learn and please - just look at the smiling faces that fill our classrooms and hallways!  As educa-
tors and parents, our goal must be to maintain and harness that positive energy.  By remaining positive our-
selves and actively encouraging our children, we will go a long way towards ensuring a productive school year 
filled with abundant beracha and hatzlacha.  

Please enjoy ASHAR’s  First Days of School video by clicking on the  link:   https://youtu.be/P1MndDabvAU  .  
More importantly, enjoy the beautiful nachas of watching your children continue to grow and flourish during the 
coming year!   

With best wishes for a successful school year and a kesiva va’chasima tova,  
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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 שבת אחים גם יחד

There are many different things that we do during Elul and Tishrei in order to cause confusion and disori-

entation to the Satan, the angel that prosecutes against the Jewish nation.  For example, we do not blow 

shofar on erev Rosh Hashana. We are hopeful that this interruption will befuddle the Satan and he will 

think that Rosh Hashana has already passed.  Sixth grader, Tali Huffman, made an excellent point this week during 

class when she asked; “Is the Satan really such a fool? Does he constantly fall for the exact same trick every single 

year?” 

Chazal teach us that what really is confusing to the Satan is the mix of sounds that the shofar makes. The long, 

smooth tekiah; the broken-up three blasts of shevarim; the shrinking sounds of the teruah are what really leave the 

Satan at a loss.  However, again, is the Satan really so weak-minded? Has he never figured out that the shofar 

makes the exact same three sounds every single year? 

The Lubavitcher Rebbe explains that the three sounds of the shofar represent three different types of Jews.  The 

even, straight sound of the tekiah represents the righteous Jew, devoted and unbending.  The broken sounds of 

the shevarim, represent the Jew who is devoid of Torah and mitzvos. The “torn-apart” sounds of the teruah repre-

sent the struggling Jew. He is neither awful nor excellent. He wants to grow, but is constantly tempted by his evil 

inclination.  

(cont. on last page) 
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The Art of the           
Short Story 

School has just begun, but our 
students were able to jump right 
into reading and analyzing litera-

ture. To maximize the time allotted, many 
of our middle school classes began with 
short stories. In many ways, short stories 
take more skill and understanding to com-
prehend than a longer novel, since the au-
thor needs to convey plot, mood, setting, 
character motivation and a message into a 
few pages. Every sentence counts! Our 
classes tackled Miss Awful by Arthur 
Cavanaugh and Charles by Shirley Jackson 
guided by Rabbi Isaacs. Mrs. Reifer’s 8B 
analyzed The Most Dangerous Game by 
Richard Connell and debated hunting as a 
sport. -Mrs. Jennah Schuh 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Why are there eleven dots over the words: 
“for us and our children” in this week’s     

Parsha ?                                                          
(Rashi 29:28, Gur Aryeh, Sotah 37b, Sanhedrin 43b)  

Pomegranate ices for a 

sweet new year! 

Thanks to the PTA! 

Judaic Studies Update 

Yeshiva began this week with exception-
al ruach and palpable excitement, as our boys 
settled (or almost settled) into both familiar 
and new routines.  While all classes began 
their Chumash,  Mishnayos and Gemara stud-
ies over these past few days, the primary fo-
cus has been on grade-appropriate prepara-
tions for the rapidly approaching Yamim Nor-
aim.  Davening, both in the elementary grades 
classrooms and  the Middle School Minyan, 
has been especially inspirational and leibedig, 
and teshuva, tefillah and tzedaka permeate 
the school environment.   Kesiva va’chasima 
tova to all!  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/357919.Arthur_Cavanaugh
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/357919.Arthur_Cavanaugh


Judaic Studies Update 

School started on Tuesday and our girls were quickly pulled into the spirit of yom tov. The ex-
citement and ruach permeated from room to room as the girls delved into their studies. Our en-
tire Girls Division has spent much of the week preparing and learning about the beauty of the 
chagim. A glimpse into second grade found the girls enjoying an apple and honey snack and 

creating beautiful Rosh Hashana cards for their families. Our third graders were found performing original 
skits about the process of teshuva. Our fourth grade girls brought home mason jar honey cakes. Our mid-
dle school girls focused on the numbers relating to the chagim. How many books does Hashem open on 
Rosh Hashana? How many tefilos are said on Yom Kippur?  

The girls have been well prepared for Rosh Hashana. May all of their tefillos be answered and may all 
enjoy a wonderful year.  

-Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 

iReady 

 

Several classes in our Girls 
Division have already started 
using iReady on Chrome-

books. This innovative online program 
assesses students, isolates weakness-
es in core skills or gaps in knowledge, 
and then provides the individualized in-
struction necessary to reach proficien-
cy.  iReady provides instruction in both 
math and reading, and in addition to 
guiding teachers to differentiate effec-
tively to meet the needs of their stu-
dents, it is an excellent supplemental 
tool for whole class direct instruc-
tion.  The program even rewards stu-
dents with fun activities after achieving 
a goal! We are excited about having all 
of our girls gain from this addition to our 
curriculum this year. 

-Mrs. Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum 

Everyone loves to be recognized.  
At ASHAR there is plenty for our 
students to be recognized for. In 
keeping with our super hero theme, the girls are 
enjoying being "caught being super."  

•Ella and Avigayil helped Mrs. Jacobson prepare the       
superhero headbands  

•Shira opened the door for Mrs. Wagner 

•Elana helped clean the student lounge.  

 

•"Breindy was excited when Reva won a prize" 



Rabbi Braunfeld 

on the birth of a grandson! 
 

Mendy Frydman 

on his Bar Mitzvah! 
 

The Paraschiv Family 

on the birth of a baby boy! 
 

Please send your good news to: aruderman@ashar.org 

 

 (.cont)שבת אחים גם יחד

On Rosh Hashana, the Satan does not bother with the 

“tekiah” Jews. He understands that they are untouchable, 

their faith is too strong. The Satan is only interested in the 

others. He is working hard to play his role of accuser against 

those Jews who are weak and religiously challenged.   

So, what do we do? On Rosh Hashana, we never blow the 

sounds of shevarim and teruah unless they are surrounded 

by tekios. We never allow the shevarim and teruah Jews to 

stand alone in front of the heavenly court without being 

flanked by tekiah Jews. On Rosh Hashana, all types of Jews 

stand together ready to be judged.  

Jewish History has taught us many things.  One important 
lesson that becomes more and more apparent each year is 
that if we don’t stick together, we will never survive.  The 
secret to Jewish survival is unity and harmony amongst all 
Jews worldwide. In the zechus of the comradery amongst 
Jews, may the year   תשע"טbe a year that לינו עכינתך ששרה ת

ובהטל  

-Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

SAVE THE DATE: 
OCTOBER 25 • 7PM 

REGISTRATION OPENING 
SOON 

POWERED BY THE PTA 


