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Framing Your Thoughts, Mrs. Mindy Reifer 

Our focus on building independent writers is critical to helping students master the skills they need to succeed in 

high school.  We have witnessed our students’ tremendous growth from journal writing in the Early Childhood     

Program to full essays and research papers in middle school.  We have blended several writing programs to form 

our own uniquely ASHAR writing curriculum, and we are very pleased with its success across grade levels. Still, in 

our never-ending search for constant improvement, we isolated a specific skill we felt our students could improve: 

sentence building.  Adding Framing Your Thoughts, a multi-sensory sentence structure program, to our              

kindergarten through 8th grade writing lessons was an obvious choice. 

ELA teachers in ASHAR’s Early Childhood, elementary and middle school divisions spent two full days training for 

the implementation of this unique, highly rated program.  We enjoyed the time learning as students, and we could 

see immediately how our students’ writing would benefit from the program. Many classes have already started    

using “sentence frames” and isolating the key parts of any sentence.  Students in second through fourth grade are 

using dramatic hand motions and picture symbols to identify and understand the structure of good sentences.    

Middle school students applied the essence of Framing Your Thoughts, Barebones Sentences, to a creative project 

that required students to use precise nouns and vivid verbs in writing descriptive verses about Rosh Hashanah  

traditions. (cont. on last page) 
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On the surface, the two major mitzvos of Sukkos do not appear to be related.  What possible           

connection can there be between the obligation to sit in a sukkah on one hand and the Arba Minim on 

the   other?  In truth, however, the two mitzvos together serve as paradigms of Avodas  Hashem and       

education.   

Sometimes, explains Rav Meir Simcha of Dvinsk in his classic Meshech Chochma, being observant entails going 

against one’s innate nature and subjugating one’s self to God.  When a person leaves a comfortable home to eat 

or sleep in a less comfortable sukkah, often in less than ideal weather conditions, he or she is demonstrating a 

willingness to satisfy the Torah’s requirements even when doing so runs counter to natural inclinations.    

Often, however, serving Hashem does not entail radically altering one’s comportment or lifestyle but rather     

positively channeling perfectly natural behavior towards His service. In ancient times, farmers instinctively       

celebrated the fall harvest by proudly displaying the season’s bounty and festively parading the finest specimens.   

By commanding the mitzvah of Arba Minim, Hashem instructs us to take four species widely available in the   

Middle East and to channel the celebration towards Him.  Continue doing exactly what you would have been do-

ing anyway, just do it for the sake of Hashem.    

“Chanoch la’naar al pi darko.”  Sometimes, like the mitzvah of Sukkah, children have to be given very clear     

parameters, whether or not those boundaries are consistent with the child’s individual personality and              

inclinations.  More often, however, like the Arba Minim, we strive to educate towards the unique traits and person-

ality of the individual, positively channeling individual strengths towards a productive end.    

 Chag Sameach! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson  



(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

General Studies Update 
Mrs. Nechama Markowitz entered the ASHAR 

art-room with gusto and her enthusiasm is  

contagious! One of the main objectives of the 

ASHAR art program is to encourage students 

to think outside of the box and tap into         

creativity without the pressure of perfection. 

Mrs. Markowitz set out to achieve this with the 

Mystery Box - Team Challenge. This activity 

required the students to work in teams to     

create sculptures, collages or any piece of art   

using the unknown items in the mystery box. 

Each team received materials and were     

challenged with the task of creating art as the 

time clock was on! The 6B students really met 

the competition head on, forming interesting 

and creative interpretations.  

Limudei Kodesh Update 

Be ready to shep lots of nachas when your sons 

share their Yom Tov knowledge with you! We’ve only 

had a few days of school but we’ve learned so much: 

halachos, stories, machzor, niggunim and much 

more! 

Many of our younger grades in particular have pro-

duced beautiful sukkah decorations and projects to 

enhance your chag.  

Over the past days we’ve also been busy setting the 

foundation for the continuous productive learning that 

will commence upon your son’s return to yeshiva.  

School-wide kriah assessments have been complet-

ed, our fifth grade boys have begun participating in 

the middle school minyan and preparations have be-

gun for our first grade siddur presentation and sec-

ond grade Chumash mesiba. Chag Sameach! 

What was the text of Birchas Hatorah said 
by Moshe before he learned Torah? 

(Devorim Rabah 11-6, Megillah 21) 

”  ֵׄ֙ וָ֤ׄ נָ֤ׄ יָ֤ׄ ֵׄ֙ נ ָ֤ׄ ב ָ֤ׄ ל ָ֤ׄ וָ֤ׄ וָ֤ׄ נָ֤ׄ   “ ל  ָ֤ׄ

Preparing for Yom Tov 
 in  4B 

Answer to Riddle from Parshat Nitzavim: The 11 dots hint at the 11 spices in 

the ketores, one of which smelled bad. This teaches that even people who may 

lack in mitzvos are included in:  

Congratulations to our summer 

Chinese Auction winners!! 

Prize 1 - Blow up guitar - Gavriel Laster 

Prize 2 - Razor Electric Scooter - Zev Taub 

Prize 3 - Black Basketball - Gavriel Laster 

Prize 4 - Treats - Moishy Steinhart 

Prize 5 - Football - Pe’er Friedman 

Prize 6 - Basketball - Gavriel Neuwirth 

Prize 7 - Air Hockey Table - Ephrayim Jacobson 

Prize 8 - Bluetooth Speaker - Yisroel Metzger 
Prize 9 - Mini Robot - Yaakov Baitz 
Prize 10 - Mystery Prize - Dovi Gershuny 



General Studies Update 
 

Our new math curriculum focuses on real-world    
applications of mathematical concepts and          
computation.  Real-world  applications can turn into 
a lot of fun, especially when students are baking  
chocolate chip cookies! Students in Mrs. 
Ruderman's 6G math class had a lot of fun working 
with fractions, ratios, and even units of measure,     
applying the math skills they mastered to their     
baking skills.  The girls brought in their favorite  reci-
pes, and they answered math applications problems 
based on different scenarios. The results were abso-
lutely delicious! If you ever need help doubling a rec-
ipe or dividing portions into serving sizes, just ask 
our girls!    

ASHAR Girls Create 

Sukkah Chandeliers 

Thank you to the 

Blachman family for 

sponsoring this     

beautiful project 

Thank You Hashem 

 

 

 
 

 

Tefillah is one of our most powerful tools that has the 
ability to connect us with our King. During the Aseres 
Yemei Teshuva, the girls have focused on the          
importance of utilizing proper tefillah and how it can 
impact their daily lives, bringing them closer to         
Hashem.  
 
We know you will enjoy this video compilation created 
by our students to express the value of tefillah in their 
lives.  
https://youtu.be/b9Z-jTFD2QQ    

Limudei Kodesh Update 

ASHAR's Girls Division is very excited about the new, revamped Yediot Klaliyot program. The  new program was 

designed to familiarize students with important general Jewish knowledge relating to the Jewish calendar.  The 

middle school girls took their first test this Friday. The first unit focused on the month of Tishrei. The unit consisted 

of important dates in Tishrei, numbers relating to the month and some general knowledge information including the 

months of the year and the parshiyot in Sefer Beraishit. The girls have successfully mastered the first unit and we 

are looking forward to starting the second unit right after the chag.  

Getting ready for sukkot! 

https://youtu.be/b9Z-jTFD2QQ


Exciting Boy’s Division Programs! 

Matnas Shabbos Program 
ASHAR has the pleasure of introducing the new bi-monthly “Matnas Shabbos” program. Through 
song, stories, and treats, we hope to inspire minds and warm hearts, thus strengthening our    
talmidim’s appreciation of Hashem’s gift of Shabbos: Matnas Shabbos. 
The first Matnas Shabbos assembly for first through third-grade boys took place this Friday, and 
b’ezras Hashem, assemblies will continue on a bi-weekly basis throughout the school year. Make sure to ask your 
son to share the special pamphlet distributed at each assembly, featuring the week ’s stories, niggunim and         
halachos, at your Shabbos table, and together experience the timeless gift of Shabbos! 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities email: sfreedland@ashar.org 

Worldwide Rosh Chodesh Project 
As part of the Worldwide Initiatives of the Rosh Chodesh Project to inspire Jewish Pride and Emunah, ASHAR is 
taking part in a monthly curriculum which includes a video and worksheet. This month’s video and worksheet fo-
cused on “Banim Atem La’Hashem,” we are all children of Hashem. 

mailto:sfreedland@ashar.org








Rabbi and Mrs. Jacobson 

on the birth of a granddaughter! 
 

Rabbi Isaacs 

on the birth of a grandson! 
 

Isaac Chapman (7B) 

on his Hanachat Tefillin! 

David Benisz (7B) 

on his Hanachat Tefillin! 
 

Please send your good news to: aruderman@ashar.org 

 

Framing Your Thoughts (cont.) 

We are excited to watch as the program continues to unfold in the 
classroom, training our students to compose elaborate,           
descriptive, grammatically correct sentences within the structure 
of    organized writing.   

POWERED BY THE PTA 

PTA has introduced a new way for parents 
and grandparents to help us, by sponsoring 
an event or a special gift that coincides with 
the school’s monthly theme or Rosh Chodesh 
that is given throughout the year. The spon-
sorship can be in honor/memory of someone, 
a birthday, just a shout out to a favorite teach-
er or administrator or just because.    

Any donation amount is welcome, 
large or small.  

To see the list of options, visit 
https://www.ashar.org/form/5779-pta-

sponsorships 

Thank you Bailee Schwartz 
(8G) for sponsoring class 
treats this month in honor of 
back to school. 

Box Tops 

Send in your Box Tops to be entered into our 
raffle for great prizes.  

Our first raffle will be Friday, Oct. 12th. 
 

Send in cut Box Tops in an envelope with your 
kids name/grade and put them in the designated 

mailbox by the front office. 
Please check that the Box Tops are not   ex-

pired. 
Any questions, please email us at 

PTA@ashar.org 

In the running: 

Summer Battle of the Books Update: 

5G and 7G are neck in neck with over 30 books each.   

Remember to submit at least one Google Form to be able 
to partake in the class prize.  

Checking out books before the 

Sukkot break 

https://www.ashar.org/form/5779-pta-sponsorships
https://www.ashar.org/form/5779-pta-sponsorships

