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 קדשים

Menahel’s Message 

“The Bigger Picture” 

 
 

In his opening comments to the Kedoshim Tihiyu imperative, the 
Ramban references one who is a so-called ‘naval bi’reshus haTo-
rah’, literally a scoundrel with the Torah’s license.  Such an indi-
vidual may scrupulously observe the specific halachos of kashrus 
described at the end of Parshas Shemini, for example, or the din-
im of taharas hamishpacha and permissible relationships detailed 
in the Parshiyos of Metzora and Achrei-Mos, and somehow still 
remain uncouth, disrespectful and generally unrefined.   

The mitzvah of Kedoshim Tihiyu, suggests the Ramban, demands 
that a Jew look beyond the minutiae of an individual precept and 
grasp the broader messages conveyed by the particular corpus of 
halachos.   The fact that the Torah so extensively details parame-
ters of kashrus and family purity, to continue with the above ex-
amples, demonstrates not only the importance of the many spe-
cific laws described, but the general value the Ribbono shel Olam 
apparently places on moderation, modesty, refinement and self-
control.  And now that the Torah has commanded Kedoshim Tihi-
yu, one who chooses to “push the envelope” and ignore the im-
plicit spirit of the laws conveyed, is no longer a ‘naval bi’reshus 
haTorah,’ but rather a scoundrel without the Torah’s approba-
tion, a ‘naval shelo bi’reshus haTorah!’ 

Rabbeinu Ovadia MiBartenura explains that the reason the chain 
of tradition- ‘Moshe kibal Torah miSinai-‘ is chosen as the intro-
duction to Pirkei Avos  is to emphasize the primacy of mesorah 
not only in the formulation of specific laws, but as the basis for 
the subject matter of Pirkei Avos-derech eretz and  character 
refinement- as well.   

While it is certainly necessary to constantly remind our children 
of the importance of mesorah as it pertains to specific areas of 
observance, it is perhaps even more critical to reinforce the less-
obvious implications of a very strong Jewish tradition in the 
realm of Kedoshim Tihiyu.   Understatement, modesty, modera-
tion, avoidance of conspicuous consumption and common cour-
tesy are not only critical ingredients in the facilitation of healthy 
and happy personal development, but essential components of 
our holy Torah’s broader message. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Memory 
 Mrs. Jennah Schuh: Assistant Principal, General Studies  

 

Over the past week, we have had multiple days of remem-
brances. Starting with Yom Ha’Shoah, continuing with Yom 
Ha’Zikaron and finally celebrating Yom Ha’azmaut, each day 
we recalled another aspect of our history by remembering. 
The idea of memory is a very important one in education, in 
our collective history and as a society. Memory is in fact, 
one of the tenets of our religious beliefs, as we must re-
member exiting Egypt and the miracles Hashem has done 
for us.  

Why remember; what benefit do we gain by constantly re-
hashing the past? Remembering is a way to gain perspec-
tive, to place a situation or an event into a greater context. 
Essentially, it makes a learning experience. This is true of 
global events as well as individual experiences. The past can 
provide an anchor or support and gives the present more 
meaning. 

In education, memory can take on many aspects of cogni-
tion. One determinant of the capacity to process infor-
mation, follow instructions, and meet classroom demands is 
the functioning of working memory. Working memory is the 
ability for your brain to take the information it has stored 
and apply it to interpret new information. The ability to 
implement a strategy or skill is determined by working 
memory.  

With the advent of the internet, handheld devices, Google, 
and spellcheck, the importance of memory can be seen as 
inconsequential. However, the use of even menial tasks is 
significantly improved by memorization. Memorizing Multi-
plication facts is a topic that can cause some adults to break 
out in a sweat. But, success in algebra, geometry and higher 
level math is often determined by the automaticity of mem-
orized facts. The same is true in the sciences whether it’s 
balancing chemical equations or using formulas in physics. 

When one remembers grammar and spelling rules and ap-
plications, writing becomes an exercise in developing mean-
ingful content and expression. Memorization is a vehicle for 
higher order skills to grow and creativity to flourish.  

ASHAR continues to include memorization as an important 
learning skill but always paired with an explanation of why 
the memorization is necessary and how it benefits the    
 student’s educational success.  
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Yom HaZikaron / Yom HaAzmaut 
Our Girls Division had an incredible week! The school community came together to thank and honor the 
IDF soldiers who gave their lives so that we can live in a world with a Jewish state. The following day we 
transitioned to celebrate Israel’s 71st birthday with an assembly and flag raising, a grand birthday party 
(elementary) and festive picnic (middle school). The community carnival on Thursday night featured the 
theme “Made in Israel”. Each booth was designed to educate and build understanding of some of the in-

credible things Israel has contributed to the globe. Thank you for all the hard work on the part of staff and 
administration to mark this year’s Yom HaAtzmaut! 

 



 

 Game of the YEAR 
 Our Boys Middle School marked Israel’s 71st birthday with the most awaited event of the school year….the 

Rabbeim vs. 8th grade basketball game! Both sides were playing for keeps and the excitement could be felt in 
the gym. 5th through 7th grade boys prepared signs to cheer on their teachers. In a first, since the beginning of 
record keeping, the students CRUSHED the teachers 25-41 (and no, the Rabbeim did not “let them win.”) Well 

played boys, you are ready to launch into high school and take your game to the next level. Mazal Tov!      
(Thank you Avi Blachman for a great job announcing!) 

Yom HaZikaron / Yom HaAzmaut 
 

ASHAR’s elementary school boys were asked the question, “What does Israel mean to you?” Let’s see what 
they wrote... 

Fourth grade performing the song Home at the boys assembly 

At the Yom HaAtzmaut 
flag-raising 



Pe’er Friedman 
on your Bar Mitzvah! 

 

 

 Mazal Tov to Shua Pariser (’16)  for 
becoming a finalist in the Chidon HaTanach 

for the third consecutive year!  

Donate Used 

Uniforms! 

uniforms@ashar.org 
bags may be sent to school 

include your name for gmach credit 

8th Grade Visits Café Europa 

First graders made beautiful cards & 
coasters for their moms to enjoy on 

their special day or any day.  

ASHAR’s 8th grade class was invited to Café Europa to present their Yom HaShoah 
and “Made in Israel” Yom HaAtzmaut projects. This experience in public speaking 

will serve them well as they head to high school and beyond. 






