
United and Equal 
Rabbi Aaron Spivak: Rebbe, 7B 

  

This Shabbos, we will take out an extra ספר תורה  to read  פרשת

 .season  יום טוב the first harbinger of the approaching  – שקלים
In this special reading, we are told about the מצוה  for each Jew 
to give one-half שקל  of silver to the treasury of the משכן .  In 

, פרשת פקודי  we learn that these coins were not used to 
purchase anything for the משכן . Rather, they were melted down 
and poured into molds to create the אדנים –  the foundation 
sockets into which the feet of the קרשים (wall boards) were 
placed. 

This פרשה  leaves us to ponder several questions. Firstly, for the 
vast array of objects that had to be formed and constructed for 
the משכן ,  the materials were gathered through voluntary 
donations. Each member of the Jewish nation supplied metals, 
woods, fabrics, plants, and precious stones based on their wealth 
and generosity. Why, specifically for the אדנים ,  was there an 
equal flat-tax for each person? 

Secondly, in most areas of הלכה ,  we stress the virtue of a  דבר

' ה a whole object. Why, then, in this collection, did  – שלם
instruct us to give a half of a שקל ? Would it not have been more 
appropriate for everyone to give a full שקל ? 

Finally, of all the aspects of the construction of the משכן , why is 
that we have an annual commemoration of the מחצית השקל 
contribution? On the surface, this doesn’t seem to have been an 
especially significant event. Certainly, there must be a deeper 
message for us to learn from this collection. 

To understand this message, we can visualize the משכן as 
representative of the Jewish nation. To build and run the משכן ,
we needed gold, weavers, gem stones, carpenters, cedar wood, 
jewelers, etc.. Each person contributed their possessions and 
skills to form a resting place for the שכינה .  Similarly, the proper 
physical and spiritual running of the בני ישראל  requires a diverse 
range of talents, skills, and wisdom. We need merchants, schol-
ars, butchers, scribes, grocers, teachers, doctors, Rabbis, etc. 
Each of us provides our talents and devotion to try and form a 
nation worthy of being chosen by ה'  . Some of us contribute 
more, others less, several are prominent, while others go largely 
unnoticed. Yet, we must remember that, at our foundation, we 
are all equally essential and indispensable. Also, none of us is 
complete on our own. No matter how tall and proudly we stand, 
we need one another to be complete. This is symbolized by the 

 which was formed  – משכן the very foundation of the  – אדנים
from the מחצית השקל –  the one contribution in which we were 
 all  equal and none of us were complete. 
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Fun and Games at ASHAR 
Mrs. Debby Jacobson: Principal, Girls Division 

 

 

In an interesting article entitled, “Marbles Anyone? Tradi-
tional Games in the Classroom”, Casberge and Kieff discuss 
the importance of games in education. They analyze the 
benefits of introducing formal play into the classroom. 
Children can develop a more logical way of thinking and 
also promote better social skills and peer interactions. The 
authors continue to prove their points by bringing insight 
from theorists such as Erikson and Piaget. According to 
Erikson, play can help students relate better to their peers 
as well as receive respect from their classmates. It also 
allows them to express themselves in ways that can’t be 
done during traditional education.  At ASHAR teachers are 
always looking for a fun, innovative way to engage their 
students. Quizlet Live is one way that teachers bring a 
fresh excitement into their classrooms.  Teams of students 
work together to answer questions created by their teach-
er. When a team answers correctly they move ahead, 
however, when a team answers incorrectly they are send 
back to zero. The winning team must communicate with 
one another and show mastery of the subject matter. 
Quizlet Live is used across the board in almost every sub-
ject and at many different grade levels.Rosh Chodesh 
“Spirit Day” is another way for students to learn valuable 
lessons through fun and games. Children that don’t nor-
mally shine are presented with different venues that will 
help them standout. It also gives them a formal, super-
vised setting that will help interaction amongst peers with-
out the hierarchy of classroom politics. According to Pia-
get, as children grow, their thinking becomes more order-
ly, logical and structured. This enables children to play 
games with rules, providing them with more opportunities 
to combine previously learned skills with a new set of abili-
ties that allow them to not only establish themselves with-
in a peer group but to thrive and succeed. ASHAR is known 
for the ruach and excitement that permeates its hallways. 
Peeking into the classrooms, it is no wonder that our stu      
dents not only love to learn but learn to love as well.  
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The Purim Costume Gemach hosted at 
ASHAR,  will take place on Tuesday, March 5th 
from 6:00-8:00 and Sunday, March 10th from 

1:00-5:00.   



 

Last Week: 

I caused plagues, For me some use a posuk, Sometimes a half shekel, I give you numbers.  
(Counting Bnai Yisroel ) 

I was bright, Even though it wasn’t Purim, I wore a mask, I am from the small “Aleph”,  
 I was misunderstood as horns.  (Moshe’s face ) 

 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Mazal Tov to Rabbi Bendrihem’s 5th and 6th grade students on 
completing Masechet Brachot in the Mishna Yomi Program.  

 A Mishna a day can change your life! 

Who am I? 
We were not snow or rain, We were not online – yet we were in the cloud, 
The name of my donor references my delivery, We were the missing parts. 

 

We lost a letter, Our laxity caused our vigilance, Our power distorted our rea-
soning, You read about us on Chanuka. 

 

4B and 2B paired up for an exciting Framing 
Your Thoughts activity! 

How strong is your design? 
Check out the latest STEM challenge! Thank you Mrs. Nechama Markowitz! 

5B created a brachos carnival for the younger grades. Thank 
you Rabbi Freedland for helping the boys become school 
leaders! 



 

 Living the Industrial Revolution! 
ASHAR’s 8th graders created models of some of the most important     

innovations of the Industrial Revolution! Thank you Mrs. Granata! 

www.ashar.org/mdbreakfast 

Young Authors 
4G and 7G Navi classes have been adapting the chapters they have been learning in Yehoshua and Shmuel Bet into illustrated chil-

dren’s books. Thank you Mrs. Jacobson and Mrs. Koenig for your work to integrate the curriculum at school! 



Getting closer to 1,000! 



The Fuzailov Family 

on the birth of a baby boy! 
 

Rabbi Daniel Isaacs 2B 
on the wedding of his son 

 

Morah Ellen Pincus 
on her son’s achievements in the IDF! 

Send Mishloach Manot on Purim Day  to a Soldier in the 
Shomron! 

$5 

www.ashar.org/elonmoreh 




