
Menahel’s Message 
Getting it Right the First Time 

  

Rashi notes that whereas olive oil used in the preparation of 
the Mishkan’s menachos, meal-offerings, may be sourced 
from olives that were crushed and subsequently strained, 
only pure, squeezed oil was acceptable for use in the meno-
rah:  “kasis la’maor.”  Only oil squeezed directly from olives 
and free from the outset of any remnants or residue could be 
used to kindle the menorah; the necessity for any subsequent 
straining would disqualify for use. 

The symbolism of this halacha is not lost on the meforshim.   
Commentators explain how each implement of the Mishkan, 
and later the Beis Hamikdash, represents different facets in 
the totality of a Jew’s life experience. The shulchan, for exam-
ple, embodies physical sustenance, and the mizbeach self-
sacrifice, while the aron, the Holy Ark secluded in the kodesh 
kodashim, represents Torah studied in its purest, unadulterat-
ed form.   

The light of the menorah also represents the wisdom of To-
rah, but unlike the aron, it is not hidden in the Holy of Holies, 
but rather located in the heichal, providing illumination for 
the sanctuary and beyond.  The menorah thus represents not 
simply Torah, but more broadly, the degree to which one who 
bears the Torah’s message may impact others.   

And as Torah observant Jews, explains Rav Moshe Feinstein 
z”l, we strive to emulate the model of the menorah’s oil, 
opting for “pure” behavior towards G-d and our fellow man 
from the outset, as opposed to actions that, although per-
haps technically correct, require subsequent “straining” and  
explanation to justify.  No less should be expected of those 
illuminating Hashem’s world!  

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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Technological innovation not only permeates every area of 
our lives, but it also informs our thinking in subtle ways.  A 
passage from The Elephant Thief, a middle school-level novel 
that takes place in the early 1800s, illustrates this point.  At 
one point in the story, a horse-drawn carriage sustains a bro-
ken wheel, and I knew my students would find the solution 
to the problem difficult to predict; locating a blacksmith is 
not an obvious choice to our 21st century students. 

The greater role of technology in our lives has impacted edu-
cation largely beneficially, despite challenges.  One techno-
logical challenge facing many public school children, access 
to technology, does not impact us significantly.  We are 
grateful to have sufficient Chromebooks and lab computers 
to allow our students an appropriate amount of time each 
week with technology.  

In fact, at times we feel inundated with programs and soft-
ware, so much so that there is not enough time in the day to 
make use of the vast amount of technology we have access 
to.  This requires us as administrators and teachers to really 
investigate the academic benefits of each program and de-
termine when and where to institute technology. We ask 
ourselves questions such as, “Will technology improve the 
goals of this lesson?”  and “Will technology help more stu-
dents achieve success in this area?” Often, technology pro-
vides teachers with the necessary resources to instruct mixed
-ability classrooms, preventing or at least limiting the stigma 
of tracking students. Other times, engaging students in an 
exciting presentation of the material is enough of a benefit to 
justify using technology. 

As technology’s role in education continues to expand, we 
will continue to assess the benefits and challenges of tech-
nology in the classroom to ensure that we provide the best 
 education for all of our students.   

Tetzaveh 

Place the letters (or image) 
into each box so that each row 
across and each column down 

and each box-square will 
contain all the letters (or imag-
es) Remember that each letter 

or image may appear only 
once in any row, column, or 

box-square  
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2G showcasing their 
Chumash Beraishit    

projects 

 

4G visits Friedwald Center 

STEM 7G 

4G personal white 
boards for math 



 

 

Showing their marble 

run creations to the 

younger grades:  

Watch out Rube   

Goldberg!! 

STEM 7B Extracting 

DNA from 

strawberries! 

 קה רבון עלם

 

ְת הּוא ַמלְָכא ֶמלְֶך ק ָא ַאנְ ַמי ם וְָעלְ ּה ִרּבון ָעלַ
 ַמלְכַיָא עוַבד גְבּוְרָתְך וְִתְמַהיָא ְשַפר ֳקָדָמך לְַהֲחוָיָא.

ְַרְמָשא ָלְך ֱאָלָהא ַקִדיָשא ִדי ש ְׁ ו ר ַצְפָרא  ָבִחין ֲאַסדֵּ
יוַת ָּבָרא  ְבָרא כָל נְַפָשא ִעיִרין ַקִדיִשין ּוְבנֵּי ֱאנָָשא חֵּ

י ְשַמיָא.  וְעֹופֵּ

ף ְכִפיִפין ר ְׁ וְזַקֵּ ְך ָרַמיָא  ְַתִקיִפין ָמכֵּ ו ְבְרִבין עֹוְבָדְך 
ֵּעֹל גְבּוְרָתְך ְּבֻחְשְּבנַיָא. י גְַבר ְשנִין ַאלְִפין לָא י  לּו יִחֵּ

ַת ָענְָך ִמֻפם א ְׁ ּה יְַקר ּוְרבּוָתא ְפֻרק י ָלָהא ִדי לֵּ
ַאְריָוָָתא וְַאפֵּק יַת ַעָמְך ִמגֹו ָגלּוָתא ַעָמא ִדי ְבַחְרְת ִמכָל 

 ֻאַמיָא.

ּה יֱֶחדּון ל  ַמְקְדָשְך תּוב ּוְלקֶֹדש ֻקְדִשין ֲאַתר ִדי בֵּ
רּוִחין וְנְַפִשין וִיזְַמרּון לְָך ִשיִרין וְַרֲחִשין ִּבירּוְשלֵּם 

 ַקְרָתא ְדשּוְפַריָא.

Last Friday we held our bi-monthly Matnas Shabbos Program. In addition to a great story by Rabbi Isaacs the 
3rd grade boys led the song as a choir. The program drives home the concept that Shabbos is a special gift 

from Hashem. 



The Sharks end with a WIN!  
 

Another amazing win for the ASHAR Sharks! The Boys Varsity 
team played their last game of the season at Park East Day 
School and won 68 to 64, the highest scoring game of the 
season. With the guidance of their great coaches, Bill and 
Jeremy, the team was unbelievable. The boys scored free 
throws, rebounded, passed to teammates, scored from the 
foul line, and stole the ball from the other team. It was an 
AWESOME game.  Every second was a must see with         
constant excitement. The game could not have been won 
without the contribution of each and every player: David 
Benisz, Shmuel Feuer, Mendy Frydman, Moishe Koenig, Josh 
Smolarcik, Sruly Pariser, Yaakov, Rozenberg, Aron Sabol and 
Noah Shatkin.  

Tani Turner and Isaac Chapman were sorely missed this    
season. Can’t wait to have them back in good health next 
year! 

4B Visits Friedwald Center 

This month’s Bachurei Chemed are recognized for effort in learning: Well Done! 

Getting Ready for the Middle School 
Brachos Bee 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Who am I?  

I make you knock, I fix your speech, I had the bells but not the whistles, 
My pomegranates were not full of seeds.  

Last week: 

I had blossoms even in the winter, I was a fiery creation, I can be found on the “Arch of Titus”,   
I caused the Kohen Godol to walk the longer route.   Answer: Menora   



There was a boy, 

Who found great joy. 

Going to the beach, 

Where the sand he could reach. 
 

He would create towers of sand, 

Where the water meets the land. 

Building castles, bridges, and tunnels so deep,  

Knowing in the end his creations he cannot keep. 
 

No one can be in control, 

When the tide waves start to roll.  
True protection can only be,  
From Hashem, creator of the sea. 
 

-Shalom Meir Gottesfeld - 6B 

ASHAR 1st       

Graders are     

approaching their 

goal of 1,000 

books! 

1B designing and 

decorating plates 

remembering the 

Bais Hamikdash 

Ruth Neuberger 
 

Of hiding spots and abandoned homes 
Of Shabbos and yom tov and dreams of 

eating a full meal 

Of suspicious knocks and dirty faces 
Of protective parents on hopeless days 

And sister and brother and long roads 

By mountains, of visits to prison with 
metal bars, I'm made of wounds and love, 

cries and shrieks, of guests and prayers 

of achy legs, and bruised arms 
And rain storms and bitter babies   

Of buildings and old shady trees 

I'm made of faith and pride 
Of games and laughter and different places 

Of crazy thoughts and daydreams 

Of struggles with murder 
And genius with escape 

Of trust and religion and wonders 

 
- Ariella Rudner, Raizy Glick & Ahuva Jacobson 



 

Names Not Numbers Filming 
 

It was an incredibly moving week here at school with the filming of the Names Not Num-
bers survivor interviews.  The 8th grade class did an incredible job preparing for the inter-
views and implementing the interview techniques they learned over the last few months. 

 

Save the Date 

ASHAR Senior Class of 2019 

Invites the community to: 

Names, Not Numbers: A Movie in the Making 

May 19, 2019 • 14 Iyar 5779 



Boys 4th-8th 
 
 RAFFLES 

 EXCITING PRIZES 

 SOCCER CLINIC 

 GRAND TRIP               
(9 SESSIONS) 

Rebecca and Eliyanah       
Gruenebaum 

on your Bat Mitzvah! 




