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Why are we Still Reading Novels?             
Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assisstant Principal, General Studies 

 

 

 

While we live in a world dictated by big data and facts, the 
question always arises, “What is the point of reading fic-
tion?” Actually, there are quite a number of extraordinary 
reasons. 
The act of reading requires the brain to take abstract symbols 
and use them to create complex ideas. When reading fiction, 
those complex ideas go beyond the story on the page, to 
ideas of justice, achievement, tragedy and triumph. The read-
er is introduced to characters and situations completely out 
of their purview, but becomes more aware of the world 
around them. 

Psychologists at the New School for Social Research claim 
that reading novels makes us nicer and more empathetic. 
Fiction “forces you as a reader to contribute your own inter-
pretations, to reconstruct the mind of the character.” Stu-
dents benefit from engagement with fictional narratives 
since they provide one with information about the social 
world, thereby creating a greater sense of empathy. Students 
reading books such as Crash, Restart or Rules have to dive 
into characters dealing with bullying, Autism and making 
choices. 

Reading novels requires one to slow down and reflect on a 
character's life in comparison to their own. When reading 
Adam and Thomas by Aharon Appelfeld, students in 5th 
grade began questioning how they would survive in the for-
est of Eastern Europe without parents during the Holocaust. 
The discussions were deep, sincere and emotional. 
Another key aspect of reading novels in school is the group 
dynamic. 

What is the attraction of a book club? When reading the 
same novel, a culture is formed. “Did you get up to this part 
of the book yet?” “Did you meet this character?” A certain 
language is used bringing readers together. This is part of the 
excitement surrounding popular books like the Harry Potter 
series,  Wonder, and Mistborn. Students, seemingly very 
different, can bond and form amazing friendships based on a 
their love of a book. 

As educators we value the novel, using it as a vehicle for 
teaching skills. However, we recognize that often it’s not the 
dissecting line by line which has the most impact, but rather, 
looking at the overall messages, emotion and the complex 
ideas which makes the novel worth reading. 

The Best Brocha 
Rabbi Moshe Auslander, Rebbe, 3B 

In this week’s Parsha, Yakov Avinu gives the Shevatim bro-
chos before he dies. Much like when he received brochos 
from his father, there is more than a tad of drama. Yakov be-
gins inspiringly enough. He gives brochos to Efraim and 
Menashe. But he does it out of order! Yosef, their father, tries 
to correct him, but he persists, because Efraim’s future holds 
more exciting prospects than Menashe’s, namely, Yehoshua 
the future leader of the Jewish people will emerge from 
Efraim. Isn’t that a bit insulting? It goes further. Reuven is 
told, ר ִיםַּ֙ ַאל־ּתֹוַתַ֔ ַחז ַכַמַּ֙  You rush like water, and you won’t be ַפַּ֤
successful, and Shimon and Levi are berated and cursed for 
their anger against Shechem. 

Wait. Hold on a minute. This is NOT the scene I would have 
expected. The Gadol Hador is about to leave the world. I 
would expect something a tad more inspirational or positive. 
These are his “last words.”  The world places much im-
portance on “last words.” Many people learn that they were 
Jewish from their parents on their deathbeds, and family se-
crets are revealed in a parent’s final moments. This is one of 
the most important moments in history, and so it must be 
that Yakov is trying to teach us an incredibly profound and 
powerful lesson.   

There is a mashal from Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l that I’ve 
tweaked a bit, concerning tefillah. A man bought a new car. 
This car isn’t just big, it’s huge! He drives it around Monsey 
and enjoys looking down at all the other little cars on the 
road, occasionally letting them know they have a scratch or 
two on the roof. One day, he pulls up to Maariv, hops (more 
like leaps) out of his car, and walks into the shul. He sees a 
friend and asks, “Do you like my car?” His friend looks at him, 
the car, and then back again, and says, “You know, you’re not 
that bright.” The man is shocked. “What do you mean?” he 
asks and starts to stutter about his car… how nice it is… the 
friend says,  “Of course it’s nice! BUT YOU’RE DRIVING A 
PLANE! SEE THOSE WINGS ON THE SIDE? You could be flying 
in the air! But here you are getting stuck in traffic Erev Shab-
bos on Route 59.” Rav Pincus explains, this is tefillah. Many of 
us think tefillah is nice, but if we knew what it really was, we 
could FLY! However, would you call this friend mean? Not at 
all! THE BIGGEST BROCHA IS KNOWING WHO YOU ARE.  Sure, 
Yakov could have made everyone feel good, with platitudes 
and memes. However, true brocha comes when we live in 
REALITY.  
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 The Shark Tank was packed as the Girls Varsity Team put on 
another strong performance Wednesday night with a 34-14 
victory over MDS.  The game started off with tight defense 
from both sides with a total of only two points scored in the 
first quarter.  Then things opened up as the ASHAR full court 
press, with trapping help from Ariella Seltzer and Shalva 
Laster, converted turnovers into multiple baskets.  Leora Lerer 
rebounded exceptionally well and delivered the ball to the 
Carter sisters, Brooke and Jackie, who combined for more 
than 20 points.  "What an exciting game!" said Mrs. Tencic 
who came out to support her science and social studies stu-
dents.  Layla Jacobson set up key screens to confuse the MDS 
defense and Ahuva Jacobson and Racheli Hala scored a buck-
et each to extend the lead in the second half.  Atara Fried-
man’s strong "man to man" defense helped to limit MDS to 
just 14 points.  Mrs. Tamar Weber, who joined Mrs. Nancy 
Tencic at the game, in support of their students, noted that this 
third win of the season has  now created a "chazaka", and as
 sures continued success for the Sharks! 

Girls Basketball Earns Back to Back 
Wins! 

 8th Grade Trip to Jewish       
Heritage Museum  

 Elementary school girls who joined the 
ASHAR superstore redeemed their reward 
cards on Thursday! The Reward cards were 
given to girls who were looking in their 
bentchers and saying every word after lunch 
each day. 
  

Kudos to the eighth grade girls for helping 
to roll out this wonderful program. A special 
thank you to Morah Tzipporah Moldaver for 
creating and implementing the program.  



 Boys Elementary School Math 

                                                   In honor of the third grade girls’ siyum of Sefer Bereishit, the girls were asked to identify a 
superhero from the sefer and describe his or her super power. The results were terrific! 

  
Sarah Richland : My superhero is Hashem. His super power is creating Shabbos. 

Miriam Stern:  My superhero is Noach. His super power is always listening to Hashem.  
Raizy Blachman: My superhero is Avraham. His super power is always listening to Hashem.  

Henny Myski: My superheroes are Avraham’s shepherds. Their super power was not taking something that doesn’t belong to you. 
Gabriella Teitelbaum: My superhero is Avraham. His super power is not to complain and believe in Hashem.  

Chana Raff: My superhero is Yaakov. His super power is not to be lazy. 
Ahuva Fried:  My superhero is Avraham. His super power is doing a mitzvah even if you are in pain.  

Breindy Stock: My superhero is Sarah. Her super power is being very modest.  
Ariella Mermelstien: My superhero is Avraham. His super power is inviting guests.  

Suri Wertzberger: My superhero is Yaakov. His super power is being a big tzadik! 
Liel Robet: My superhero is Rochel. Her super power is giving something to      

someone else. 
Hinda Malka Bando:  My superhero is Avraham. His super power is saying a little 

and doing a lot. 
Kira Cohen: My superhero is Yosef. His super power is understanding that whatever 

Hashem does is for the best. 
Layla Gross: My superhero is Yosef. His super power is not being a big shot.  

Reva Schreiber: My superhero is Yaakov. His super power is davening.  
Devorah Gross: My superhero is Yaakov. His super power is davening.  

Hadassah Remez: My superhero is Yosef.  His super power is believing in Hashem.  
Maya Huffman: My superhero is Yosef. His super power is to forgive and forget.  

 8th Grade Trip to Jewish Heritage Museum  In preparation for ASHAR’s Names Not 

Numbers tm Project, the 8th grade class went to New York      

City for a special program at the Jewish History Museum 

3B used fruit loops to learn place value. Each color represented a different place value. Students had to figure out the value of their cereal! 

 



Last week’s answers: Serach bas Asher  & Yehuda  

Who am I?  

 

I was said to grandchildren, I am said at 
night, Some sing me, I am angelic.  

 
I gave the bechora to Yosef, I caused Levi 

to work in the Bais Hamikdosh, I made  
Yehuda King, I am the personification of 

repentance.  

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Mazal tov 3B on finishing Parshat Vayera!! 

Congratula-

tions to the 

boys who 

earned the 

bowling trip 

for Torah 

Chutz L’Seder 

Minyanaires 



Mr. Alan Rosenstock comes to ASHAR to share and 

inspire our student in Chesed. Thank you for all you 

do!! 

4G Winners! 

KA Winners! 



Rabbi Daniel Isaacs (2B) 

on the marriage of his daughter! 
 

David Benisz (7B) 
on his Bar Mitzvah! 

 

Rivky Perl (7G) 
on her Bat Mitzvah! 

 send to: aruderman@ashar.org 

Title cont. 

The only way to grow is to acknowledge 
and accept where we really stand. Yakov 
Avinu knew that, and that’s why he im-
parted the ultimate brocha, the key to 
unlocking true greatness, self-
knowledge. 

In chinuch, we walk a fine line, and usu-
ally, this very blunt approach does not 
work with children. Yet we cannot fool 
our children. Being honest and sup-
portive, without convincing them of lev-
els they haven’t reached  or more im-
portantly, weaknesses they really don’t 
have, is the key to raising children who 
will eventually blossom into their full 
amazing potential. The Aish Kodesh in 
Chovas Hatalmidim says, Chinuch means 
to start off, not to discipline to start chil-
dren off on their own unique path in 
Avodas Hashem. To know WHO WE ARE 
is the biggest brocha ANYONE could ask 
for. 






