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Writing Across the Curriculum 
Mrs. Mindy Reifer, Director of Curriculum, General Studies 

 

 

Writing Across the Curriculum is a national movement that 
provides students with writing opportunities in a broad range 
of subjects. Teachers create writing assignments for their 
content area classes that incorporate creativity, structure, 
and critical thinking while using the content as a spring-
board.  Across the country, the movement is being imple-
mented at all grade levels, from elementary to college, and 
although it was first implemented in higher education facili-
ties over forty years ago, it has gained momentum in recent 
years at the elementary school level. 
Writing about a topic not only facilitates comprehension and 
enhances critical thinking skills, but also aids retention and 
promotes independent thinking.  Students needs to engage 
with the material on a deeper level, organizing and analyzing 
their thoughts and ideas before writing coherently. The focus 
of education also shifts when writing is incorporated into all 
subjects; rather than a teacher-centered lecture (“sage on a 
stage”), the instruction becomes student-centered with the 
teacher advising, assisting, and encouraging student explora-
tion of the material (“guide on the side”).  The result is an 
increased depth of knowledge and a refinement of core skills 
that students will be ready to apply to future classes in all 
academic disciplines. 
Elementary and middle school curricula present numerous 
opportunities for teachers to create writing assignments that 
complement content-area topics.  In second grade, students 
are writing about seasons, emotions, friendships, communi-
ties, and holidays. In third and fourth grade, students are 
writing about the countries they are studying, the science 
labs they are completing, and the books they are reading.  In 
middle school, students continue to write in social studies, 
science, art, STEM, and even math. 
In ASHAR, writing across the curriculum is extended beyond 
general studies.  The seventh graders composed tefillot in 
conjunction with their limudei kodesh classes, and this week 
the third grade girls will begin a writing project based on the 
parsha.  In the Girls Division, we also incorporate writing in 
many Spirit Day activities and community projects, such as 
our annual haggada project, our mother-daughter breakfast, 
and new to this year, our upcoming cookbook.  The Boys Di-
vision incorporates writing in their Middah of the Month pro-
gram, chesed projects, and other limudei kodesh activities. 
Building strong writing skills in elementary and middle school 
will ensure that our students are competent, capable          
 students in high school and beyond.    

The Journey of Life 
Rabbi Yaakov Twerski, Rebbe, 5B 

Rashi comments that the “Agolos” that Yosef sent his fa-
ther were not “wagons” as the word strictly implies, but 
rather a sign that he, Yosef, was truly alive, and as evidence 
to prove it, he reminded his father Ya’akov that the last 
sugya that they were studying together was the topic of 
“Egla Arufa.” Hearing this, Ya’akov understood that Yosef 
was alive, physically and spiritually. 

What was Yosef alluding to that so rejuvenated Ya’akov 
Avinu? 

The  of “Egla Arufa” applies when a corpse is found in  מצוה
the fields between two cities, and there is no indication of 
who murdered him. In an elaborate ritual underscoring the 
gravity of losing a single life, judges are summoned from 
Jerusalem’s Supreme Court, and the  elders of the nearest 
city are gathered to slaughter a calf as an atonement, ask-
ing  .for forgiveness  ה'

The language the  it is not ,לא נודע מי הכהו  ,uses is  פסוק
known who struck him. My father  once gave a  שליט"א
beautiful interpretation of this passuk. We are all in the 
midst of a journey, the turbulent journey of life, and in or-
der to get through that journey, we need to stand tall, firm, 
courageous and strong, decisively navigating all the bumps 
on the road. Perhaps the most important ingredient need-
ed to reach our destination is appreciating who we are and 
understanding our own majesty. The Rebbe of Lechovitch 
said, להודיע לבני האדם גבורותיו“ ” a person needs to be 
aware of his own strengths. As educators and parents of 
the next generation, the most critical tool we can impart to 
our children is self-confidence and self-esteem. 

Based on this we can understand the passuk of   עגלה ערופה
in a new light. The reason someone is found “lifeless” and 
confused in the midst of his journey, is, הכהו. -לא נודע מי

What struck the person down is the fact that he didn’t 
grasp  “Mi,” who he was. He didn’t appreciate his own          
 capabilities. (cont.) 

A publication of ASHAR 

360 New Hempstead Road, New City, NY 10956 • (845) 357-1515 • fax (845) 357-1516 • www.ashar.org 

Vayigash 



 

 

ASHAR Girls Basketball Notch Second Win of Season 

The Sharks traveled to the Upper West Side on Tuesday to take on the first of a home and home series versus Manhattan Day 
School.  The Sharks came out with a strong defense, giving up only 4 points in the first quarter.  In the second quarter, the full 
court press was executed almost flawlessly in the small NYC gym.  Ariella Seltzer and Atara Friedman trapped along the sidelines 
which created key turnovers.  Jackie Carter, the floor general, was directing the motion offense with solid passing.  Particularly 
difficult to defend was the 6 foot center from MDS, but Leora Lerer tightly stayed with her and kept her scoring to a mini-
mum.  Shalva Laster, Racheli Hala, and Layla Jacobson all created key turnovers and delivered the ball to Brooke Carter for some 
easy baskets.   The Sharks led throughout the entire game but MDS was working their way closer in the second half.   In the 
fourth quarter, Ahuva Jacobson hit a jumper from the foul line to stretch the lead to nine.  With one minute to go MDS hit a 
three pointer to narrow the deficit to 5, but the Sharks defense came up big and stopped any further scoring  and hold onto a 
35-30 win.  “It’s amazing that even though half of our team has never played in an organized basketball game prior to this sea-
son they play so well together, “ said Coach Ken Carter. “I’m very proud of the team and their effort.” 
 

ASHAR will take on MDS again at home on Wednesday, December 19th at 7:30pm.  Come out and support the Sharks! 

Parsha comes alive in 3G! 

 Middle School Tefillah Iniative  

Tefillah is one of our most powerful tools that has the ability to connect 
us with Hashem.   The goal of the ASHAR Tefillah Initiative is to enhance 
our students’ appreciation of the importance and power of tefillah. Our 
wonderful Morot have focused on the importance of utilizing proper te-
fillah and how it can impact our daily lives and bring us closer to Ha-
shem.    
Over Chanukah, our middle school girls were challenged with finding in-
novative ways to enhance their daily tefillot. The girls brainstormed and 
the results were inspiring. One group created a form to be filled out daily 
before davening. The purpose of the  form is to help the girls create a 
proper tefillah mindset. Another group created a list of Holocaust 
Kedoshim. Each day the girls read out one name with the understanding 
that their tefillot will serve as an aliyah to the neshama of that specific 
individual. 
Our girls have also been focusing on the different aspects of tefillah; how 
tefillah is formatted and the commonality in the specific language of the 
tefillah.  Our seventh grade girls, following in the ways  of Dovid 
HaMelech, created their own tefillos and are currently compiling their 
very own siddur of tefillos.  
We are confident that this initiative will enhance the girls’ tefillos.  

 Girls Middle School Science   יהײר שימלא ה' כל משאלות לבנו לטובה

7th grade learned how to use the micro-
scope, getting ready to view cells.   

 
 
 
 

 
8th grade meas-
ured the tempera-
ture changes that 
happen during 
phase chang-
es. They went from 
a solid to liquid to 
gas. They used 
their measure-
ments to create a 
heating curve.  



Kriyah Assessments: Focusing on Fundamentals 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Writing in First Grade Ivrit    חורף 

We have completed a 2nd round of division-wide Hebrew reading- kriyah assessments.  Most boys displayed at-or-above grade 
level proficiency and fluency. Additionally, many of the boys receiving remediation in a small group setting based on the begin-
ning of the year assessment  have improved tremendously. We will continue to work with all the boys to bring up their level on 
both an ongoing and occasional basis, as needed. Establishing and fortifying basic textual skills during their important elementary 
years here at Ashar will b’ezras Hashem serve as the foundation of a lifetime of fulfilling  Torah study and nachas d’kedusha!  

 

4B students know that Torah isn’t just for schooltime, 
its for a lifetime! 

Batsheva Ratner, 7G Chavy Volcovics, 7G 

Two touching examples of personal tefillot to be included in our own Aneni book this spring 

8B is popping popcorn to 
test the law of               

conservation of matter 

Boys Middle 

School Science 

4B, busy learning about the 

lifecycles of plants, found 

the following surprise over 

Chanukah! 

Boys Elementary 

School Science 



Last week’s answer: 20 amos 

Who am I?  
I informed of my uncle’s survival,            

I informed of his coffin, I am similar to 
Eliyahu HaNovi, Dovid HaMelech and I 

used the same instrument. 
 

I guaranteed my brother, Royal family, I 
founded the Yeshiva, I bear Hashem’s 

name. 
 

Last Sunday’s Chanukah       

Program was beautiful with 

many father  participating in 

the festive event alongside 

their sons 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   





 send to: aruderman@ashar.org 

Danni Huerta  (7B) 

on his Hanachat Tefillin! 
 

Morah Naomi Beller (2G) 
on the birth of a grandson! 

 

Morah Chaya Moldaver (2G) 
on the birth of a granddaughter! 

The Journey of Life cont. 

Yosef Hatzaddik wasn’t just sending his father a ran-
dom message about the topic they were learning to-
gether before they parted. He was telling his father, 
“Totty, I understood loud and clear the message 
of עגלה ערופה. Even though I was alone in the moral 
abyss of Egypt, I never forgot the fact that you believed 
in me, my own grandeur and strengths.  You gave me 
the necessary tools and provisions for my journey 
through life, and I successfully cleared my hurdles.” 
This ‘sign’ is what so encouraged Ya’akov Avinu to be-
lieve that his son Yosef was indeed spiritually intact, 
and capable of resisting the immorality of Egypt. 

May we all be aware of our own greatness, of our chil-
dren’s greatness, and constantly remind them of it. 

 Safe journeys! 

Thank you Ari Lesser for the awesome Chanukah show! 

The Zos Chanukah 

ventriloquist show 

by Yisroel Silverstein 

was enjoyed by all! 

Thank you PTA! 






