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Don’t Take No for an Answer  
Two Different Blessings          

Rabbi Yosef Bendrihem (6B Rebbe) 
 

I saw a beautiful Dvar Torah from Rav Yissacher Frand Shlit”a. 
The Torah says that Yitzchak was forty years old when he mar-
ried Rivka. Rivka Imeinu was barren. Yitzchak prayed to Ha-
shem that his wife should be able to have children. The expres-
sion the Torah uses to express the nature of Yitzchak’s prayer 
is “Va’Ye’etar Yitzchak l’Hashem…” [Yitzchak entreated Ha-
shem]. Rashi explains “hirba v’hiftzir b’tefillah” [he importuned 
much through prayer] means, not only did Yitzchak daven for 
Rivka, but he was persistent in his davening. L’Haftzir means to 
persist and to do something over and over again. 
Rav Shimshon Pincus, z”l, notes that the Talmud in fact com-
ments “If a person sees that his prayers are not being accept-
ed, he should repeat them, as it is written ‘Hope to Hashem, 
strengthen yourself and He will give you courage, and hope to 
Hashem.” This in fact is what Yitzchak did here. 
Why? For example, if someone asks to borrow your car and for 
whatever reason you decline to lend your car, what is the ap-
propriate approach for him to use in order to convince you to 
lend your car? It is certainly not to return ten minutes later and 
ask once again “Can I borrow your car?” Or even the next day, 
“Can I borrow your car? Can I please borrow your car? Can I 
‘pretty please’ borrow your car?” Being a nudge is not the way 
to get somebody to lend you his car, after he has already re-
fused to lend it to you. 
When someone turns you down, perhaps you might ask a sec-
ond time but not “hiftzir” – not asking over and over again. Yet, 
that pasuk teaches regarding the Master of the World “Kaveh 
el Hashem” [express hope to G-d through prayer] and if you 
are not answered then the solution is “v’Kaveh el Ha-
shem” [once again pray to the Almighty]. 
When we ask someone for a favor and he declines, the other 
person does not want to give it to us. Either he cannot or does 
not want to satisfy the request and there is no point arguing 
 about it. (cont.) 
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THANK YOU! 
A special thank 
you to the Board 
of Directors of the 
Gittleman Educa-
tion Fund for their 
especially gener-
ous lead-gift             
contribution to 
ASHAR’s recently 
inaugurated 

 Jewish Education Scholarship Fund.  
To contribute please contact Rabbi Jacobson at  

rabbijacobson@ashar.org  

Attention Alumni!  
Did you or a friend serve in the IDF? Please      

forward names for ASHAR’s forthcoming display 
honoring our alumni who have served in Tzahal! 

yissie@hotmail.com 

Toldot 

Working Together!  
Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 

 

ASHAR prides itself on its extra-curricular and co-curricular activi-
ties. Co-curricular refers to school programs that complement 
something that our students are learning at school. At ASHAR, 
we work with the whole child, providing an environment that 
connects limudei kodesh and general studies curriculum. Co-
curricular activities enhance the intellectual, social and spiritual 
development of our students. By providing a full complement of 
co-curricular activities, we allow each child to excel in his or her 
areas of strength. This week our students had several opportuni-
ties to fuse together the lessons of the Torah with their daily 
general studies schedule. The results were truly amazing.  

Under the supervision of Mrs. Nechama Markowitz, our seventh 
grade girls created explosion books. Explosion books are small, 
square books that when opened, “explode” into a serious of tri-
angular and square pages. In Navi, the girls are learning about 
the death of Shaul and the beautiful poetry written by Dovid 
HaMelech in his honor. The girls quickly got to work illustrating 
their explosion books using the imagery reflected in Dovid 
 HaMelech’s written word.  



General Studies Update 
The eighth graders are investigating the 
physical properties of matter in Mrs. Seltzer's 
science class.  Their density lab required 
them to determine which substances they 
were handling based on the densities of the 
substances.  The students measured the 
mass and calculated the volume of 15 sub-
stance samples.  Using the mass-volume for-
mula, they then calculated the density of each 
substance.  The final step required them to 
compare the densities they calculated with 
the known densities in order to figure out 
which substances they had been given.  The 
students were able to identify plastics, met-
als, and woods based on known and calculat-

ed densities.     

. 

Sixth and Seventh Grade       
Chesed Trip 

Rain did not dampen the spirits of our sixth and sev-
enth graders, as they traveled to Staten Island to help 
the Hebrew Free Burial Society clean their ceme-
tery.  While the inclement weather limited outdoor 
cleanup work, the boys checked and prepared       
tallesim for the ultimate mitzvah of Chesed Shel 
Emet.  Thank you Mr. Andrew Parver for teaching us 
about this important and sensitive topic. After the pro-
gram the boys enjoyed a special trip to Launch, pic-
tured below. 

First Grade Boys 

In the course of the past few 
weeks the children have  com-
pleted reading 200 books.  We 
are well on our way to an ice 
cream party when we get to 
500 books.  The children are 
very excited and motivated! 

The boys in 6B learned how to 
write in cuneiform!  The boys are 
studying the ancient Mesopota-
mian civilization of Sumer.  They 
practiced the wedge-shaped cu-
neiform writing by using a stylus 
and writing on clay tablets.  Our 
boys are ready to be scribes!   



Check out some examples of  our Co-Curricular activities! 

General Studies Update 
The girls in 7th and 8th grade created commer-
cials using persuasive techniques they learned 
about in ELA.  For their unit on persuasive writ-
ing, students were required to devise a product 
that would not be an easy sell, and use logic 
and emotional appeal to convince their audi-
ence of the value of their product.  Some stu-
dents delivered persuasive speeches and ad-
vertisements, while other students produced 
live-action commercials.  All students enjoyed 
participating in an exciting, project-based learn-
ing experience.   

Shout Outs! 

Chany cleaned up Candy Land after recess (1G) 

Avigayil held the door open for Morah. (2G) 

Gabriella helped clean up after art. (3G) 

Ariella helped a friend find the place in tehillim. (4G) 

Bracha did a big chesed for her friend. (5G) 

Aviva helped organize the siddurim after davening. (6G) 

Ita helped her teacher collect the books. (7G) 

Ahuva helped straighten up the ELA room. (8G) 

First Grade Girls 

While all reading 
groups continue to 
read fun and en-
gaging books to ad-
vance their thinking 
skills, we also 
spend time concen-
trating on phonics.  
The children enjoy 

doing dictations on white boards.       
Digraphs, bonus letters, glued sounds, and trick words are 
all incorporated into our reviews and assessments.  It is a 
pleasure watching the boys and girls spelling skills advance. 



network  CHOPPED! 





 send to: aruderman@ashar.org 

Mrs. Karen Rosenthal 

on the wedding of her daughter 

IMPORTANT 

Many new families have been touring our 

school and have begun to register for next 

year.  
 

We would like to allow our current 

families to reserve spots for the  

upcoming 2019-2020 school year.   
 

If you have a child at home that will be   joining us 

next year in Nursery, PreK or  Kindergarten, please 

go to our website and fill out an  

Application for Admission 
(Admissions Tab), or  

www.ASHAR.org/Application 
Please include immunizations, birth certificate and a picture.  

ASHAR students 
will be reading  
excerpts of this 

classic book! 

Condolences to Mrs. Lisa     
Weber on the loss of her      
beloved mother-in-law        

Mrs. Chaya Weber 

 

Don’t Take No for an Answer (cont.) 

But the Ribono shel Olam does not say “no” because He is not capable of granting 
the request. The Almighty wants us to daven over and over and over again. He 
wants the relationship. He wants us to ask (sometimes multiple times) because He 
wants us to have a shaychus with Him. 
The Talmud says that the Ribono shel Olam desires the prayers of the righteous. 
Our tendency is that if we have everything, we forget the Ribono shel Olam. When 
things are going well, He is not so much a part of our lives. When things are not 
going well, we become a little more “religious” and daven a little more. This is what 
He wants – He wants that we should involve Him in our lives. 
Kaveh el Hashem, chazak v’ametz libecha, v’kaveh el Hashem [pray to G-d; 
 strengthen your heart; and then– keep praying ]. 

Working Together! (cont.) 
Mrs. Ruderman’s sixth grade girls are learning business math. Finding the unit 
price, deciding on a profit margin, taking money and making change are real life 
math skills at work. In order to reinforce these skills, our sixth grade girls have 
opened a snack shack. During afternoon recess, they are selling healthy snacks to 
their friends. And what to do with the proceeds? Using the concepts of chesed and 
tzedakah reinforced in their limudei kodesh classes, our sixth grade girls have de-
cided to use the money to buy toys for sick children.  The girls have gained much 
more than just mathematics in Mrs. Ruderman’s class.  

Working together, helping our students excel, nurturing beautiful neshamos, this 
is what ASHAR is all about.  We look forward to even greater things!   

Thank you Rav 

Lau for coming 

to speak with 

us last Motzei 

Shabbat.  

Eighth Grade Graduation Date Finalized 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 

http://www.ashar.org/Application
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Thank you to the Avi and Chaya Celnik and Motti and Tziporah Yaniv families for 
sponsoring the Rosh Chodesh treats.  


