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To Know...To Apply 
Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal, General Studies 

 

 

How many times have you heard, “My child knows the infor-
mation when we study, but I don’t know why he keeps 
bombing when taking the test.” Or the quintessential, “She 
got a 100% on her spelling test, but when she includes those 
same words in an essay, they are all spelled wrong!”    

These scenarios represent classic examples of knowing the 
isolated skill or rule without understanding the application. In 
any type of learning environment, application  is a level to 
reach after both gaining new knowledge and being able to 
understand it.  

At ASHAR, a key aspect of all instruction is teaching the stu-
dents how, when and why to apply skills and strategies. This 
is true of every class and every subject.  

No other place is this more evident than in our STEM classes 
and use of technology. STEM classes give students opportuni-
ties with projects and activities in which skills acquired in the 
last few seconds are put into action. The fifth and sixth grade 
girls began a new project following the curriculum developed 
by Techno-Kids. Currently they are preparing to be restaura-
teurs, creating their own restaurants based on gathering and 
analyzing data using GoogleSheets (Excel) and GoogleForms 
(Self-made online surveys). They are practicing designing 
logos using GoogleDrawings and are ready for promotional 
advertising and sales pitches.   

Although the students are being introduced to at least fifteen 
new skills in each session, they don’t realize that they are 
learning things it takes adults weeks to grasp.  

This is the beauty of Project based learning particularly in 
teaching technology skills. As a result, students develop deep 
content knowledge as well as critical thinking, creativity, and 
communication skills in the context of doing an authentic, 
meaningful project. Project Based Learning unleashes a con-
tagious, creative energy, is personally meaningful to students 
and allows for true application. 

Menahel’s Message 
Just Do It! 

 

In describing the requirements of properly lighting Chanu-
kah candles, the Gemara concludes that hadlakah osah 
mitzvah.  In order to fulfill the mitzvah, one must physically 
light the candles each evening.  A candle still burning from 
yesterday may be a modern-day Chanukah miracle but 
must nonetheless be extinguished and relit in order to re-
ceive mitzvah credit. On the other hand, properly lit can-
dles that were unexpectedly extinguished prior to burning 
the required half hour need not be relit.  The mitzvah is 
simply to light, and having done so, one’s obligation is dis-
charged, regardless of subsequent outcome.   

The Shem MiShmuel of Sochatchov suggests that Chazal’s 
strong emphasis on physically lighting neros Chanukah 
stands in stark contrast to the chochmas Yavan - Greek 
wisdom - embraced by both Greeks and Hellenized Jews of 
the time.  Classic Greek philosophy placed pure intellect on 
a raised pedestal, to the exclusion of deed and morality.  
Chanukah celebrates not simply the miracle of the meno-
rah but rather the victory of Torah over Aristotle.  Creed 
and abstract theory are important, but only to the extent 
that they elicit inspired behavior. 

Knowledge, and even faith, do not automatically create 
ethical and moral behavior.  Study after study confirms the 
degree to which children look up to parents, and to a 
somewhat lesser extent teachers, as role models.  One of 
the terms sometimes employed is “vertical learning,” a 
reference to a child looking up to adult figures directly in-
volved in his or her life, rather than being “horizontally” 
influenced by peers.   The real-life behaviors modeled by 
parents and teachers are thus infinitely more impactful 
than even the most eloquent classroom lesson or parental 
lecture.  

 Shabbat Shalom, and a lechtige Chanukah!  

  Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Vayeshev 
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Take Note! 
No Sunday Program Dec. 2 

No School Dec. 3 

Happy Chanukah!! 

Substitute Teachers Wanted 

Please contact: 

Karen Rosenthal 

(845) 357-1515 x512 

krosenthal@ashar.org 

https://www.technokids.com/computer-curriculum/project-based-learning.aspx


 

      7th Grade Girls Beit 
Hamikdash Projects 

In conjunction with the study of Sefer 
Vayikra, the 7th grade girls created 
models of the Beit Hamikdash. In con-
tinuation of our efforts to integrate the 
curriculum at ASHAR we combined art, 
halacha, chumash, Chanukah and math 
while creating these projects. 

General Studies Update 
The sixth graders participated in a laboratory ex-
periment this week to identify unknown minerals 
by their properties.  Students examined various 
minerals to determine their rating in hardness us-
ing the Mohs Mineral scale, as well as color, streak, 
luster, cleavage, fracture and density. They also 
learned about special properties of some minerals 
such as fluorescence, magnetism and double        
refraction. 
 
 
 

Girls in 3G are using 
platform scales and  
rulers for their math 
unit on weights and 
measures.                
They learned about 
standard units of measurement and the metric 
 system.  

Spreading Light and Simcha 
Through  

Music 
 

Sara, Shira and their 
brother Benjamin 
will be performing  

together  at the     
Fountainview. These 

accomplished      
musicians  have been playing together from a young 

age and generously give their time to the local         
community.  Well Done! 

2G filling each 

other’s buckets 

with acts of 

goodness and 

kindness 



Updates 

Chesed 
As part of this month’s midah of Chesed the 
middle school boys participated in a scavenger 
hunt where they had to find pictures of lego 
pieces in groups and collect as many of the 27 
different tiles as they could in 5 minutes. And 
the Winners : Oliver Teicher, Tzvi Sorotzkin, Menachem Kurkus & Azaria 
Jarasashow in 7B. 
2nd place Winners - Ephraim Jacobson, Ezra Katz, Ezzi Hamburger &      
Eliyahu Ruderman. 

Yediot Klaliyot Stars 

5B 

Moshe Baitz 

Naftali Frank 

Ari Frankel 

Shaya Dov Genut * 

Ephraim Jacobson 

Yehuda Remez 

Noey Taub* 

Yishai Werth 

 

6B 

Max Fetman 

Kedem Friedman 

Dovi Gershuny 

Netanel Herschmann 

Aaron Judkin 

Yisrael Koenig 

 

*Perfect Score 

7B 

Naftali Frankel* 

Pe’er Friedman* 

Yoni Greenwald* 

Tzvi Sorotzkin 

Oliver Teicher 

 

8B 

Gavriel Benson* 

Shimmi Feig 

Mendy Frydman 

Benjamin Golani 

Dovid Hill 

Shmuel Mermelstein 

Tuli Schmeltzer 

Avi Schreiber 

 

 

The 5th grade boys learned about 6 categories of simple ma-
chines in STEM class using dump and loader trucks.  The cat-
egories of simple machines they investigated include inclined 
plane, level, pulley, screw, wheel and axle, and wedge.  They 
learned about mechanical advantage and examined motion, 
force, and direction.    

In a collaborative project between the Art, Ivrit & Dinim 
programs, 2B made these beautiful Chanuka posters, b"H. 
The theme is Dinim, Dreidles & Donuts. The dreidles are 
actually cards;  inside of each is a halacha or minhag that 
2B learned about Chanuka, b"H.  
Kudos to our marvelous Art Teacher, Mrs. Markowitz 
(who - full disclosure - has a son in 2b!) and their Rebbi, 
Rabbi Isaacs for these tasteful, tactile, Torah-teaching 
treats. 



Zemer of the week: 

Last week’s answers: Yosef, Osnas 

3B Making it 
Their Own…

Through 
Chazara 

Each boy receives a 

ticket for every possuk 

reviewed. Hundreds of 

tickets mean hundreds 

of possukim. Keep up 

the amazing 

learning! 

Who am I?  

I am 36, with service I am 44, 30 is my timing, I am hot.  



Sofer STAM 

The Sefer Torah currently being written in honor of Mr. Jack Rapp (Yaakov ben Men-

achem) and Rabbi David Rapp (Yisrael ben Yaakov) (Mrs. Jacobson’s father and brother) 
is near completion. In preparation, Rabbi Shmuel Schneid, an expert sofer and 

ASHAR          grandparent came to school to teach the children about the work of a Sofer-
STAM. 

*This program was for both boys and girls classes 



 send to: aruderman@ashar.org 

Rabbi Isaacs (2B Rebbe) 
on the engagement of his son! 

 

Rabbi and Mrs. Jacobson 
on the birth of a grandson to their 

daughter Shira! 









4G: Girls Division Leaders 
3B: Boys Division Leaders 


