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Children generally prefer reading fiction, such as mys-
teries with suspenseful twists or fantasies replete with 
magical characters, to the drier genre of informational 
texts.  Surprisingly, the seemingly uninspiring, unintel-
lectual aspects of fantastical settings actually have value 
as an educational tool, in addition to engaging young 
readers and developing creativity.  In fact, fictional liter-
ature provides students with an opportunity to explore 
experiences in a virtual, vicarious form, leading to myri-
ad opportunities for personal growth and character de-
velopment.  Two examples of this are the climax of the 
novel, when the main character makes a vital decision 
leading to the resolution of the plot’s major conflicts, 
and the theme, or general message that the author im-
parts to his reader through his story. 
   
In last week’s AshreiNews, Mrs. Debby Jacobson articu-
lately explained the power to choose, delineating spe-
cific actions parents can take to guide their children to 
make good choices.  In conjunction with this theme of 
our Girls Division, our middle school students are read-
ing the novel Restart by Gordon Korman.  In this novel, 
an adolescent boy suffers a dangerous fall, yet remains 
miraculously unscathed, minus a severe case of amne-
sia: he doesn’t remember his past, particularly the de-
tails of his persistent bullying at school and his less-than
-respectful treatment of senior citizens during his man-
dated community service.  With no memory of his previ-
ous despicable actions, the protagonist is faced with the 
opportunity to restart his life, but his former self contin-
ues to haunt him. Through the perspectives of several 
supporting characters, the rising action of the novel pre-
sents the reader with a clear view of what the protago-
nist was like in the past, and what he has the potential 
to be in the future.  It is all up to him and his power to 
choose. 
  (cont. on last page...) 
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In relating the story of the destruction of סדום  and the 
escape of לוט’s family, the תורה  tells of the grim fate 
of לוט ‘s wife. While running for her life, she defied the 
instructions of the  by looking back to see the  מלאך
devastation of her hometown. The תורה states  ותבט"

 And [Lot’s] wife looked   אשתו מאחריו ותהי נציב מלח"
behind him and she became a pillar of salt.” 

This incident begs the question, why did she die in such a 
peculiar fashion? רש"י  cites a מדרש  that when לוט  
brought home the two guests (angels), he asked his wife 
to procure salt for them. She, in turn, used this as a pre-
text to foment the anger of the townspeople against לוט  
and his guests. Therefore, it was  that she   מדה כנגד מדה
turned into salt. However, this explanation seems un-
satisfactory. Had לוט  asked for ketchup, would she have 
become a bottle of Heinz? If he had requested pate, what 
would she be – chopped liver? 

Perhaps, we can see some symbolism in this seemingly 
random and bizarreevent. It is a scientific fact that noth-
ing can grow in a salty environment. Salt has long been 
used as a preservative for meat because it prevents the 
growth of bacteria. A common siege tactic in the ancient 
world was to sow the enemy’s fields with salt, ensuring 
that no crops would grow. In short, salt is the symbol of 
unproductiveness. 

When Lot’s wife turned around to look at her city, she 
was lost in a world of regret and “if only.” This is a trap 
that many of us fall into from time to time. It is so easy to 
become consumed with thoughts of rewriting the past 
that we forget to live in the present. For this reason, Lot’s 
wife was turned into salt – the icon of growth preven-
tion. 

Although we must learn from our past, we must never 
get lost in it. We owe it to ourselves and those around us 
to live and grow in each moment that we have. 
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(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Answer to Riddle from Parshat Lech Lecha: 1) Bris Mila 2) Bris Bein HaBesarim 

General Studies Update 
Part of the 8th grade senior experience in-

volves privileges and responsibilities that are 

assigned to the senior class. Students are 

given a variety of jobs that they maintain 

throughout the year. Class historians are re-

sponsible for photographing important events 

and will help create a graduation video using 

Movie Maker. Yearbook editors will use Pub-

lisher to coordinate the class yearbook, while 

program coordinators help with special activi-

ties throughout the year. There are chairmen 

for the Names, Not Numbers event and even 

a technology expert to help with all things IT.   

Who am I?  
 

1) I was the first for day 8, I am the second of the 3, I am named for 
laughter, my brother tried to kill me 

 

2) I was from Sodom, I now have a sodium content, I looked, I’m 
not a foundation although I’m a pillar.  

 הכרת הטוב

Yediot Klaliyot Stars 

5B 
Moshe Baitz 
Ari Frankel 

Ephraim Jacobson 
Donny Katz 

Yehuda Remez 
Eliyahu Ruderman 

Yishai Werth 
 

6B 
Elroee Bar-David 

Max Fetman 
Netanel Herschmann 

Yisrael Koenig 
Ari Litenatsky 

 

7B 
Naftali Frankel 
Pe’er Friedman 
Yoni Greenwald 

Ilan Nissel 
Oliver Teicher 

 
8B 

Mendy Frydman 
Zachary Gitlin 
Avi Schreiber 

 
 

EretzChemda 

We are pleased to report that ASHAR’s  fifth grad-

ers (both boys and girls in their respective class-

rooms) have begun the EretzChemda Program, a 

comprehensive  curriculum that focuses 

on fostering a love of Eretz Yisrael through the 

study of mitzvot ha’teluyot ba’aretz- agricultur-

al mitvot unique to the Land of Israel.  The program 

features beautiful, well-designed workbooks, but 

more excitingly, a distance-learning component that 

utilizes full Zoom two-way confer-

encing, projected on the class 

Smartboard, through which Rabbi 

Kaufman of Israel’s Beit Midrash for 

Halacha in Agriculture co-teaches 

the class from     Israel.   

As our MIddah of the Month of Hakarat 
Hatov, the boys got cards for saying 
thank you which were entered into a 
raffle. Yisroel Kaller won and recieved a 

Candy platter for 
his family and for 
a person he want-
ed to thank. He 
decided to give it 
to his cousin 
Hershy as a 
“Thank you” for 
being a great 
cousin.  

If I could live anywhere…(4B) 



General Studies Update 
The girls in third grade have started their 
Around the World social studies curriculum 
with their first stop in Mexico.  After reading an 
informational article on our southern neighbor 
and discussing what makes Mexico unique, the 
girls celebrated with Taco Tuesday!  They en-
joyed filling their tacos with traditional Mexican 
foods. The girls are looking forward to the next 
country they will visit with Mrs. Brinn in their 
travels around the world.  

 

 

EretzChemda (cont.) 
We eagerly anticipate much nachas from our young experts on mitzvot ha'teluyot 
ba'aretz,  as they become more knowledgeable about topics not generally addressed by     
typical middle school or high school curricula! 

                4G Navi Presentation 

Mazel tov to our fourth grade girls who 
received their neviem this week. Mrs. 
Koenig has done a fantastic job giving 
the girls a historical overview of Jewish 
history from the time of Creation until the 
beginning of Sefer Yehoshua. The girls 
really understand the difference be-
tween Chumash and Navi and are anx-
ious to get started. 

Challah Bake Prep 
Thank you ASHAR girls for helping with the preparations! 



Look for this in 
your sons bag 

and learn about 
this new          
program!  

 
Good Shabbos! 

 
(Sponsorships available) 

Last week’s minyanaires! 

Rabbi Spivak and 7B enjoying recess 





We accept credit 
card, check or cash  
aruderman@ashar.org 

$25 for a 1/4 page 

$50 for a 1/2 page 

$100 for a full page. 

Rabbi Shmuel Freedland 

on the bris of baby Yehuda Yitzchak! 
 

Mrs. Leah Lapa 

on the bris of baby Avraham Shalom! 
 

Hillel Katz (7B) 

on his Hanachat Tefillin! 

Ari Shatkin  

On his marriage to Deena Lazarus! 

Please send your good news to: aruderman@ashar.org 

IMPORTANT: 

Many new families have been touring our 

school and have begun to register for next 

year. We would like to allow our own fami-

lies to reserve their spots for the upcoming 

2019-2020 school year.  If you have a 

child at home that will be joining us next 

year in Nursery, PreK or Kindergarten, 

please go to our website and fill out an 

Application for Admission under the      

Admission Tab, (www.ASHAR.org/

Application)  and send it to school ASAP 

along with immunizations, birth certificate 

and a picture.    

The Power to Choose: Restart (cont.) 

The girls in 8G had a chance to move around the classroom and 
experience sentence variety in a physical form.  Practicing mobil-
ity of phrases is a key component of Framing Your Thoughts, as 
students learn how to reorganize phrases and clauses into sen-
tences that are smooth and rhythmic.  Starting with adverbial 
clauses and phrases, the students reworded, reorganized, and 
then voted on the sentences that sounded professional. They 
impressed themselves with their own descriptive imagery and 
figurative language.   

    Have a wonderful Shabbos! 

Preserve the past, Ensure the future: 
Become a Parnas HaYom! 

The girls in 8G had a chance to move around 

http://www.ashar.org/Application
http://www.ashar.org/Application





