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This week the ASHAR Administration had the opportunity to 
deliver to the ASHAR Board of Directors a presentation on 
STEM in the school. As the latest buzzword in educa-
tion,  STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math. Being an information session, the presentation fo-
cused on how these subjects are taught and how the skills 
are integrated into all subjects at ASHAR. The Board learned 
that these STEM skills can be categorized as hard skills, spe-
cific technical skills related to the specific areas, but also soft 
skills, those skills that enable people to work with others. 
Soft skills, such as communication skills, listening skills, em-
pathy and problem solving are what transitions a person 
from childhood to adulthood. 
One of the key aspects of the STEM movement is to create 
problem-solving students. Students who become great prob-
lem-solvers become innovators, self-reliant individuals and 
logical thinkers.   
The problem solving model consists of four interlocking piec-
es, definition, preparation, attempts and reflection. The mod-
el is cyclical, going around and around. During each step of 
the process, one goes forward or back depending on if they 
need to revise any step of the process. As students use the 
problem-solving model they first need to identify and define 
the actual problem at hand. Then preparations are made, a 
solution is tried, and finally the solution is reflected upon to 
measure success. By working through this model students 
learn to recognize problems and develop solutions in a crea-
tive and meaningful way.  This life skill will benefit them for 
every aspect of their future. 
One of the most difficult things as a parent is to allow our 
children to go through this process. For much of their lives 
parents have taken the steps necessary to help their children. 
Allowing our children to go through the process of identifying 
a problem, thinking of different solutions that would work, 
attempting those solutions even 
if the outcome does not yield 
the wanted or expected results 
and then to think about other 
alternatives, is the only way to 
help our children become prob-
lem-solvers. Through this, we 
can help our children transition 
into a more successful adult-
hood. 

Menahel’s Message 
Family First 

  

My grandfather, Rabbi Ephraim Shimoff z”l, a distinguished 
Rav for four decades, was a capable and sought-after orator.  
He almost never refused a request to speak- with one notable 
exception.  There was a time when “Friday night lecture se-
ries” were in vogue, and local communal rabbis often spoke 
on a rotating basis.  My grandfather generally demurred:   
“Friday nights are family time. “  In his view, spending quality 
time with one’s family was more important both to him and 
his audience than any topic that would be potentially ad-
dressed.  

Commentators point to various aspects of Korban Pesach, the 
first individual mitzvah commanded at the time of the Exo-
dus, as paradigms for all subsequent mitzvoth.  Most notably, 
this first mitzvah focused on the home:  “seh l’veis avos, seh 
la’bayis.”  The Pascal lamb was to ideally be eaten in a cha-
burah comprised of immediate family members, and only if 
the family was too small would others be invited.  All were 
required to remain inside the house for the entire night- “lo 
seitzu ish mi’pesach beiso ad boker.”  And the korban’s blood 
was to be placed on the front doorway’s mashkof and mezu-
zos- lintel and doorposts, all symbolizing the primacy of the 
home and family unit in serving Hashem.   

When at one point, Pharaoh agreed to allow the Jewish men 
a furlough to worship their God:  “lchu na ha’gevarim, ki osah 
atem m’vakshim,” Moshe Rabbeinu answered with a state-
ment that serves as the foundation of Jewish life for posteri-
ty:  “b’na’areinu u’vizkaneinu nelech, b’vaneinu u’vivnoseinu…
ki chag Hashem lanu”.   Pharaoh’s offer was unacceptable, for 
Jews, young and old, will only serve and celebrate together 
with sons and daughters.  Family first, and family always! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Bo 
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As part of our focus on the Bais Hamikdash this month in the Boys Division, we think about the tremen-
dous benefit the Bais Hamikdash had in our connection to Hashem. Rav Kook writes in Olat Reiyah, "All 
of our personal breakdowns come because of a lack of light in our general lives. The destruction of the 
Bais HaMikdash.” The very Shoresh of the word Korbanos is Korev which means “to come close.” 

The boys created beautiful decoupage plates commemorating the Bais Hamikdash; this project is based 
on the Shulchan Aruch in Siman 260 which writes that there was a custom to leave a food item out of 
our meal with an empty place on the table symbolizing that nothing is complete without the Bais Hamik-
dash. This custom one of many others such as putting ashes on a groom’s head at his chuppah, breaking 
a glass under the Chuppah, etc., that serve to remind us of the void left by the absence of the Bais 
Hamikdash. May we merit to see it rebuilt speedily! 



 Rosh Chodesh Shevat Spirit Day 

This month’s Rosh Chodesh Spirit Day kicked off ASHAR’s new literacy program. The girls division celebrat-
ed across the entire school! First, the middle school girls led a letter-themed scavenger hunt for the PreK 
and Kindergarten classes. Next, a carnival was enjoyed by the elementary girls with Boggle and “Madlibs” 
games, crafts and a visit to the library. Finally, the middle school girls lounge was transformed into a book-
tasting café! Thank you to Mrs. Lisa Weber for welcoming the students to the library and Simi Katz and Da-
lia Schuh for all of their hard work in making a great program! 

Starts with “R”! 



 

 

Stages of Mitosis 7G  

5G at Friedwald Center this week. 

Microscopes in 4B 

600 Books  

and Counting!! 

Go First Grade! 



 

 

Rikki Kramer (2G Assistant) 

Mazal Tov on your upcoming marriage! 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for 
a chance to win a prize)   

Last week’s answers: 

Kinim, Barad 

Who am I?  
 

I am number eight not four,  
I was in a pickle, 

 

We finished the leftovers,  
I defined the borders.  

 
Time sensitive, I cause fasting, I 
cause redeeming, I was deadly . 

Karate!  
New session after break 

www.ashar.org   
/karate 

Coming to ASHAR this Wednesday! 

Sponsorships Available for this incredible program:  

email rabbijacobson@ashar.org 




