
Menahel’s Message 
One Size Does Not Fit All 

  

More than simply a powerful metaphor for G-d’s omnipo-
tence, the term ‘aish ocheles’ – ‘consuming fire’- used to de-
scribe Hashem’s presence at Har Sinai captures the extent of 
His relationship with man, both during Matan Torah and be-
yond.  Fire, explains Rav Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg in his clas-
sic HaKesav V’Hakabbalah, uniquely reacts with each different 
type of wood, depending on the timber’s species, density, 
moisture level and a host of other factors.  Similarly, the Rib-
bono shel Olam uniquely relates to each person in accord-
ance with the specific attributes of the individual’s particular 
neshama. 

Hashem’s ‘specialized’ connection to each and every nesha-
ma should serve as a paradigm for our own educational 
efforts.  One size does not fit all, and the goals of every par-
ent and mechanech must include interfacing with children on 
their individualized terms.    

“Chanoch la’naar al pi darko”, educate the child according to 
his way; “gam ki yazkin lo yasur mimenu”, for even when he 
ages, it will never leave him (Mishlei 22, 6).   ‘It’ will never 
leave, explains Rav Avrohom Pam zt”l, refers not to content 
absorbed, as is commonly assumed, but to the learning style 
through which the knowledge is acquired.  Knowledge bases 
and study skills expand and improve with maturation, but 
fundamental learning approaches do not generally change, 
and hence must be reflected through differentiated instruc-
tion ‘al pi darko.’. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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How do you teach events that defy knowledge, experiences 
that go beyond imagination? How do you tell children, big 
and small, that society could lose its mind and start murder-
ing its own soul and its own future? How do you unveil hor-
rors without offering at the same time some measure of 
hope? Hope in what? In whom? In progress, in science and 
literature and God? 

- Elie Wiesel 

I was recently asked by a group of Holocaust educators to 
discuss the Holocaust studies curriculum created by ASHAR.  
In general, curriculum development is a complicated matter. 
As teachers and administrators, we are always looking for 
ways to engage our students. When creating a curriculum, 
one needs to decide what to include and what to leave out. 
The ultimate objective of any program is to inspire intellectu-
al curiosity, personal growth and critical thought.  Regarding 
the Holocaust in particular, one must balance the gore and 
horrors with the inclination to oversimplify the subject 
matter. As the ASHAR eighth graders gear up to begin their 
Names, Not Numbers survivor interviews, I decided to give 
you a glimpse into the interdisciplinary approach used to 
prepare our students for this momentous event.  

Well-written, rich literature can bring any period of history 
alive. Four Perfect Pebbles by Lila Perl and Marion Blumen-
thal Lazan is used to give the students a general overview of 
the events surrounding the Holocaust. A Holocaust Book Club 
exposes students to several other literary selections. Non-
fiction articles allow for accuracy and clear knowledge. Poet-
ry is a wonderful source in teaching middle school students.  

Art is another terrific teaching tool. Creativity allows students 
to think, to reflect and to process. Students are encouraged 
to express their thoughts and emotions of the Holocaust cre-
atively. Last year, students created sculptures, drawings, and 
other forms of art on the theme of resilience during the Hol-
ocaust. (cont.) 
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8th Grade Political Cartoons  
The students in 8th grade social studies experienced the power of humor to make and shape public opinion! 
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The Middle School Girls 
Shabbaton was beautiful! 
Thank you Mrs. Ricky Carter for making it a reality! 

 
8th Grade Political Cartoons (cont…) 

Thank you 5G 
for helping with 
the PK Brachot 

fair 

Girls who completed the winter break learning challenge were rewarded with the 

choice to  wear a sweatshirt of their choice all week long! AWESOME reward!! 



 

Dovi Jacobs 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 

Natani Raff 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 

Sam Landau 

on your Bar Mitzvah! 

Aron Sabol 

on your Hanachas Tefillin! 

Chany Krausz (6G) 

on the birth of a baby brother! 

Mrs. Frieda Salb (5G) 

on the birth of a grandson! 

Mrs. Tehila Chesir (5B/6B) 

on the birth of twin grandchildren! 

Ariana Levin 

on your engagement to Elie Lefkowitz! 

Aliza Selter 

on your engagement to Bradley Bashir! 

Virtual Reality Tour of Beit Hamikdash 
We daven, we learn, we wait and yearn for it. This incredible program helped our students (and staff) visualize the magni-
tude of the Beit Hamikdash and how the various chambers are built and organized. We “saw” the Levi’im accompany the 
Kohanim in their holy work. We “walked” through Sha’ar Nikanor, marveled at the fire on the Mizbeach and more! It was an 
inspiring and memorable experience! 

 Sharks Take a BITE out of WDS! 
The ASHAR Sharks took their second win against WDS in overtime 43-40. It was an edge of your seat game with both 
teams playing to win. At the end of the fourth period the game was tied 40-40 -  What???? The angst, I mean excitement, 
of a four minute overtime period is beyond words, especially words one cannot repeat in public.   
Picture it: the period starts - everyone is on their feet, cheering, crying, yelling, screaming, praying to the basketball gurus, 
putting money in tzedekah boxes… Yeeeehawww!!! Blue has the ball,  wait, what...white has the ball,  no BLUE has the 
ball. David Benisz shoots, and like the ball has eyeballs into the hoop for two points...the score is 42-40....the cheering 
from the ASHAR crowd, (all three of us)  is deafening. With the clock ticking down, seconds feel like hours, a foul shot -  
Yonah Shatkin, shoots and WHOOSH the score is 43-40!!!!!!!! then...then...the greatest sound in basketball: the buzzer  
....Flo and Becky are doing the happy dance, the team is         
ecstatic , Coach Bill and Coach Jeremy can finally exhale, all is 
good in the world of basketball. 
This team, Shmuel Feuer, Mendy Frydman, Moshe Koenig, Sruly 
Pariser,  Yonah Shatkin, David Benisz, Isaac Chapman, Aaron 
Sabol and Joshua Smolarcik along with the sideline guidance 
from  their coaches played hard, came to win for their team and 
their school, accomplished that ..  and showed all of us what a 
winning team looks like. 
 Well done boys...well done. 

**No.23 is Sruly Pariser....Shatkin's taller brother.  



(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance 
to win a prize)   

Who am I?  

I must be covered, Fill me up, I am not a 
bore yet I am a bore, I am not for humans 

or vessels.  

Previous answers: 

Arbe/Locust /  Makas Bechoros 

Creating Curriculum (cont.…) 
Most important, first person accounts by survivors find 
a dimension in Holocaust study not found in any other 
form. Hearing a story that was lived, as opposed to 
reading it in a book, deeply touches children. In the 
past, reflection essays written after the interviews 
emotionally expressed the very personal impact the 
combined experience had on them and the life-long 
lessons they learned about faith, hope, and resilience. 

We are excited about giving our eighth graders  this 
opportunity and are confident that the skills developed 
and the knowledge acquired will undoubtedly last a 
lifetime. 

 פרנס היום

שבט ‘ ל     February 5  

 לעלוי נשמת

Frieda Yadlovker 
 

 פראדל

בת   

ה‘‘אברהם אליהו הכהן ע   

 

Grandmother of Miriam, Avi & Rachel Pincus 
 

May her neshama have an aliya. 
 

Sponsored by the Pincus Family 




