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Menahel’s Message 

“Guaranteed” 

Most of us are familiar with Chazal's account of Matan Torah, in 
which Hashem offered the Torah to several other nations.  Each 
refused for various reasons, while Bnei Yisrael enthusiastically 
accepted with a resounding Naa'seh V'Nishma.   

Somewhat less famous is what happened next:  According to the 
Midrash, the Ribbono shel Olam then demanded guarantors.   
B'nei Yisrael offered the Avos and Imahos- Avraham, Yitzchak and 
Yaakov, Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel and Leah- as cosigners; Hashem 
refused. They then suggested the Nevi'im- Prophets of the gener-
ations- and were again rebuffed.  "Who else can we summon," 
wondered the Children of Israel.  "How can we possibly find more 
trustworthy guarantors than our Patriarchs and Prophets?"  And 
then it dawned upon them:  Hashem was not looking to the past 
but towards the future.  "We'll offer our children as guarantors!” 
cried Bnei Yisrael.  Only then did Hashem finally agree to give the 
Torah, for, as the Midrash concludes:  "  these are -אלין ערבאין טבין"
indeed the true guarantors of our Torah and nation. 

Children are not only our most precious personal gift from God 
but also our must valuable national resource.  Rav Yosef Kahane-
man zt”l, the late Ponevezher Rav, would note that while a child 
is orphaned upon losing his parents, ר"ל a nation is orphaned 
upon losing her children.  All of us are pulled in so many direc-
tions individually; Matan Torah reminds us that we have to make 
time for our children, and after doing so, then make more time.  
The Jewish community is likewise collectively besieged by so 
many worthy causes and critical challenges; Matan Torah man-
dates that priority must always be assigned to those causes most 
directly relevant to our   children, the Jewish People’s eternal 
guarantors.  

Shabbat Shalom! 

 Rabbi Ari Jacobson 
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 כה תאמר לבית יעקב   
 Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Principal, Girls Division 

 

The Bnos Mitzvah celebration this past week was a culmina-
tion of a year-long focus on strong Jewish women in our herit-
age. To emphasize the importance of powerful roots, Mrs. 
Weber and the sixth grade girls explored significant female 
figures in Jewish history, beginning with Chava and continuing 
to modern times, including the women they themselves were 
named after.  It is our hope that the girls will internalize the 
magnificent qualities of these majestic women and discover 
the same qualities within themselves. 

 One of the first women the six grade girls discussed was Sa-
rah Immeinu. . Sarah joined Avraham in his missionary work. 
While Avraham worked hard to convert the men, Sarah 
taught and guided the women.  Avraham consults with Sarah 
on all major decisions, and in one case, Sarah overrides his 
judgment: “In all that Sarah said to you, listen to her 
voice.” (Breishis 21:12) Sarah’s decision to remove Yishmael 
from Avraham’s house sets the stage for her son Yitzchak to 
take his father’s place as Patriarch to our then young nation. 

The girls then continue on to Rivka. A difficult pregnancy forc-
es Rivka to the Beis Midrash of Shem and Ever to seek 
Hashem’s advice. She learns she will give birth to twins, the 
younger, Yaakov, will take his father’s place as leader of Isra-
el. Rivka then manipulates history to ensure Divine destiny. 
Not only does she make sure that Yaakov receives the bra-
chos from Yitzchak, but she is determined to keep Yaakov 
safe and out of Eisav’s harm’s way. 

Slavery in Egypt was a time of anguish for the Jewish people. 
When Amram, Moshe’s father, despaired, the Midrash tells 
us it was his daughter Miriam that pleaded with him not to 
bring extinction to the Jewish people. Amram immediately 
listened, remarried his wife, Yocheved, and brought Moshe 
Rabbeinu into this world. It was Miriam that watched over 
baby Moshe. It was Miriam that later celebrated at the Yam 
Suf. It was in the merit of Miriam that the Jews had water to 
drink in the desert for forty years.  

As the year progressed and the discussions continued, the 
excitement mounted and the names of inspiring women con-
tinued to flow. Chana’s tefila, her lips moving but no sound 
made, became the preferred mode of Jewish prayer. Devorah 
the Judge and Yael the Brave had become their inspiration. 
The self-sacrifice of both Ruth and Esther had become their 
 pride.  

 במדבר / שבועות

Mazal Tov 
to our Valedictorians and Salutatorians! 

Ariella Seltzer 
& 

   Leora Lerer 



Our 8th grade boys spent the last three days in 

Washington, D.C.. What an great trip! This was  

Rabbi C’s 25th trip to Washington. He has seen the  

White House under five sitting presidents! 



The boys annual 7th grade trip to Philadelphia 

included a visit to Rabbi Shmuel Kamenetsky of  

the Talmudical Yeshiva of Philadelphia. He 

charged our students to be the torch-bearers of 

the Torah, reminding the boys that this responsi-

bility belongs to them, the next generation. 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   
Who am I? 

 

1. We did not serve. 2. Therefore, we did serve. 3. Five Shekel replacement. 4. Now we wash the blessers.  
1. I am weeks. 2. Remain awake. 3. I am the fiftieth. 4. I make it flowery.  

 

1. I am 50 and 30.   2.    I am 20 and 10.   3.    I am not less than a month.   4.    I am worth it. 
1.   I am for ten.   2.   I could be for nine or eleven.   3.   I cause painting.   4.   Single file line please.  

Answers:  Erchin (values) , Maaser Beheima 



Mazal Tov 2B on your siyum of Parshat Lech Lecha! 

•שבועות•פסח סוכות    



This Week in 3G! 
This was a big week for the third grade girls as they  celebrated their world geography unit with beautiful 

a song and dance performance.  

...and 3G Butterfly release... 

ASHAR Superstore for Super Benchers! 

Thank you Morah 

Tzipora for  such 

well-run and fun 

program! 

4G made cheesecakes chocolate lollypops in 

honor of Shavuot 



Congratulations to the 8th grade on your upcoming graduation! Thanks PTA for the gifts.  

Congratualations  to the winners of the  The Siegelbaum Literary and Visual Arts Competition at 

the Holocaust Museum & Center for Tolerance and Education at the Rockland Community College! 

(cont. from page 1…) 

What was it about these right-
eous women that made them 
so unique? Each of these wom-
en shone in their relationship 
with Hashem. Each of these 
women used their intelligence 
and strength at a time when 
their help was needed to guar-
antee the survival of the Jew-
ish people. Each of these wom-
en made a difference in the 
world. Each of these women 
was a role model worthy of 
emulation. 

Mazel tov 6G! May you contin-
ue to be a source of nachas to 
yourselves, your parents, and 
all of klal Yisroel. 

Sixth Grade Bat Mitzvah Celebration 



Salute to Israel Parade 

Yom Yerushalayim Ice Cream Truck 

Thank you to the 

PTA for sponsoring 

the truck! We look 

forward to it all year 

long! 








