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 אמר

 ויאמר...אמר
 Rabbi Yaakov Twerski: 5th Grade Rebbe 

 

כ"א,א'[ ויאמר ה' אל משה אמר אל הכהנים בני אהרן ואמרת אלהם ]

.לנפש לא יטמא בעמיו  

Rashi explains that the Possuk uses the words, “Say… and you 
shall say” to warn that adult Kohanim must transmit this teaching 
to their children. Rashi also notes the strange repetition of 
“Kohanim, sons of Aharon.” Aharon’s sons are the only Kohanim 
we have, so why mention both terms? 

We can explain this based on a story I read about a certain Rav 
who noticed that one of his congregants always left Shul before 
Birkas Kohanim. The Rav decided to invite this man to his home 
for a Yomtov meal, expecting that he’d stay inside until Davening 
was over in order to walk home with the Rav. The man accepted 
the invitation, but when it came time for Birkas Kohanim, he 
once again put away his Talis and left the Shul. After Davening, 
the Rav found the man outside, waiting for him. 

During the meal, the Rav asked the conregant about this strange 
custom. He turned white, hesitated briefly, and then said, “I will 
tell you something I have never told anyone before. 

“When I was in Auschwitz, I was in a barracks with over 800 peo-
ple. Eight people slept on each wooden bunk, and the conditions 
were inhumane. All we had to eat was a daily ration of bread, 
with the occasional ‘soup’ made from potato peels. The Nazis, 
yimach shmom, did everything they could to humiliate us and 
strip us of our dignity, but among the prisoners there was an old 
Jew who somehow managed to avoid shaving his beard. This Jew 
would strengthen us, encourage us to keep Shabbos and Yomim 
Tovim, and would lend an ear to hear anyone’s troubles. 

“One day, this Tzaddik entered the barracks and said, ‘Pesach is 
in a few weeks. We must make a Seder and acquire Shemura 
Matzah.’ We found that one of the camp’s commanders had a 
Jewish servant who did all of his cooking and cleaning. We ap-
proached the man and begged him to bake Matzah in the com-
mander’s oven. At first, the man was terrified by the idea, but we 
eventually convinced him, and he was able to bake two Matzos. 

“On the night of the Seder, we sat down with the old man, who 
began to recite the Haggadah by heart. He broke off a tiny piece 
of Matzah for everyone in the barracks – two Matzos for 800 
people.  

“Suddenly, the door opened, and a Nazi officer walked in. He saw 
that we were gathered on the floor, grabbed the nearest inmate, 
and threatened to kill him unless the organizer was identified. 
When the Jew refused to talk, the Nazi threatened to shoot every 
 person in the barracks.  
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The Days of the Omer 
 Mrs. Debby Jacobson: Principal, Girls Division 

 

The days between Pesach and Shavuos, are known as the 
days of the Omer. We anxiously count to the fiftieth day; the 
auspicious day on which we received the Torah. This period is 
also a time of national mourning. The Talmud (Yevamos 62b) 
recounts the story of Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 students that lost 
their lives to plague during this time of year. Torah learning 
was on the brink of eradication until Rabbi Akiva was able to 
raise five new students who subsequently restored the Torah 
to its full glory in that dark period. 

Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein in his classic work "Aruch HaShul-
chan," states that the tragedy of the students of Rabbi Akiva 
is connected with many other counts of persecution that also 
occurred during this specific time of year. During the Middle 
Ages, many Jews were accused of murdering Christian chil-
dren and using their blood to bake matzah for Pesach. There-
fore, the days immediately after Pesach became a time of 
peril for the Jews. Annual pogroms during this time of year 
decimated communities with tens of thousands of Jews.  

It is interesting to note that although the Talmud mentions 
the death of Rabbi Akiva’s students, it does not recall any 
formal mourning period connected with their deaths. The 
Rabbis of the Talmud do not draw any conclusions for future 
generations. Rather, years later the Rabbis of the Middle Ages 
made the connection of the events and understood the 
words of the Talmud to indicate a period of national mourn-
ing. 

How appropriate that during this period, which recognizes 
Jewish martyrs of years past, ASHAR invites the entire com-
munity to a reception and screening of 
"Names, Not Numbers: A Movie in the Making" produced by 
members of the Class of 2019. Our eighth graders have done 
an incredible job representing yet another era in Jewish His-
tory responsible for the decimation of Jewish communities. 
 We look forward to greeting you on Sunday. 

Donate Used Uniforms! 

uniforms@ashar.org 

bags may be sent to school 

include your name for gmach credit 



 

(submit answer in your SMVT sheet for a chance to win a prize)   

Who am I? 
1. Of me there are three. 2. I am referenced by Bilaam’s donkey.                      

3. I make you walk. 4. I am a good day.  
 

 

1. I am prohibited for the kohen. 2. I force you away from holiness. 3. I am 
transmitted. 4. I could be a child, father, or grandfather.  

Preparation for Names not Numbers 

ֵאל רָּ  ַאֵחינּו כָּל ֵבית יִשְׂ
יָּה ה ּוַבִשבְׂ רָּ  ַהנְׂתּונִים ַבצָּ
ָּם ּוֵבין . ִדים ֵבין ַבי עֹומְׂ הָּ

ה שָּ  ַביַבָּ
ְַׂרֵחם ֲעלֵיֶהם קֹום י  ַהמָּ

ה וָּחָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ ְׂיֹוִציֵאם ִמצָּ  ו
ה  ּוֵמֲאֵפלָּה לְׂאֹורָּ

בּוד לִגְֻׂאלָּה  ּוִמִשעְׂ
ְַׂמן  א ַבֲעגָּלָּא ּוִבז תָּ ַהשְׂ

ִריב  קָּ
ֵמן. רּו אָּ ְִׂאמְׂ  ו

New Boys Division Program  

The  Kamocha Campaign has been developed by the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 
Foundation to give children the means to discover for themselves the positive 
impact of thinking, “How would I feel?” before saying or doing something to an-
other person, and to make their own commitments to change their behavior ac-
cordingly. Over the next four weeks, special projects will help them further inter-

nalize this program’s message, and incentives will be provided 
to help keep up the excitement. This powerful Kamocha Cam-
paign will run during the days of sefirah, a most opportune 
time for the children to be working on bein adam lachaveiro. 

The 8th grade girls are preparing the gym for Sunday 
evening’s premiere of Names not Numbers. They have creat-
ed centerpieces and displays showcasing all of the work that 
went on behind the scenes. The culmination of this core part 

of the 8th grade experience has been a source of great ex-
citement across the entire school. We are looking forward to 
sharing this film with the wider community on Sunday even-
ing. The staff and administration is very proud of the accom-

plishments of our eighth grade class.  



 

2nd Graders Visit the Maritime Aquarium 

 

3rd Graders Visit the Bronx Zoo 



Morah Esty (KB) 
on the birth of a daughter! 

 
 

Mrs. Ruth Granat 
on her son’s wedding! 

 

 

 (.cont) ויאמר...אמר 

 

 Upon hearing this, the old man walked up to the Nazi, tore open his threadbare shirt, and said ‘I am responsible. If you   

want to kill someone, kill me. But do not hurt them.’  

“The Nazi put the gun to the man’s chest, but then he reconsidered. With an evil smile he said, ‘I will not kill you now. Tomorrow, I 
will gather all the Jews in this camp and explain what you did, and then kill you publicly, to set an example.’  

“The next day, we all gathered at the center of the camp. The Nazi leveled his pistol at the old man’s head, but just before he pulled 
the trigger, the old man asked if he could have one last request. ‘What could you possibly want?’ asked the Nazi. ‘ I simply want to 
give a gift to my people who are gathered here, to give them some strength.’ The man turned to the gathered masses and said, ‘My 
dear brothers and sisters, it’s been so long since anyone blessed you. Today is Yom Tov and I am a Kohen. Let me recite Birkas Koha-
nim one last time.’ 

“He stretched out his arms and began to recite Birkas Kohanim. Through our tears, we felt strengthened. He reminded us that Ha-
shem loves us. This man who had lost everything never forgot that he was a Jew and a beloved son of the Ribono Shel Olam! And he 
wanted us to feel that, too. With his Bracha, he showed us that no matter what struggles we went through, we were also beloved 
children of Hashem, a holy nation. 

“After the war, I wanted to abandon my Judaism completely, to escape everything and start over. But the image of the old Jew’s 
blessing remained before me. I wanted to marry a non-Jew, but that Bracha wouldn’t let me. I wanted to send my children to public 
school, but I simply couldn’t do it. All the generations of Torah-observant Jews who descend from my family are only Jewish because 
of that man’s Birkas Kohanim! 

“You want to know why I leave during Birkas Kohanim? I don’t want to lose the memory of the Birkas Kohanim I heard in Auschwitz. I 
won’t replace it with another.” 

We see from this story how powerful love can be, and how someone who feels that love, regardless of the humiliations and tribula-
tions they may suffer, will survive with their dignity and holiness intact. 

The way to ‘convince’ people to stay on the path of Torah is not through harsh criticism and rebuke, but through loving reminders of 
how special and exalted we are. This is the way we need to teach our Talmidim and children. When we must rebuke them for some-
thing they did wrong, we need to first ensure they understand their priceless value. We must show them that such behavior is be-
neath someone of their stature. 

This may be why the Torah says both “Kohanim” and “Bnei Aharon.” Hashem tells Moshe to speak to the Kohanim, and remind them 
that they are sons of Aharon, imbued with holiness and commanded to bless Klal Yisrael with love. After they understood their 
uniqueness, then Moshe explained that they must avoid impurity and help maintain our standards of Kedusha. 

Maybe this is what רש"י  is saying להזהיר גדולים על הקטנים ,  We need to tell our children who think they are small that they are  

 really great. This is the way to educate our children – to make sure each one understands their inherent Kedusha and  

  exalted status. 






