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Menahel's Message  Happy Birthday! 

A devout chassid once approached the Tzemach 

Tzedek with the idea of relocating to Eretz Yisrael. 

Conscious of the perilous conditions then 

prevalent in nineteenth century Palestine, the 

Rebbe advised to instead "make this place Eretz 

Yisrael."  Though we live in a generation fortunate 

enough to be able to make aliyah with relative 

ease, the Rebbe's message remains equally 

relevant.  

Much more than a place, Israel represents a 

plethora of all-encompassing ideals to be carried 

within the Jewish heart regardless of one’s 

physical location.  Most notably, the Torah 

portrays Eretz Yisrael as a land meriting the 

highest levels of Divine Providence:   “Eini Hashem 

Elokecha ba.”  The “eyes” of Hashem focus 

especially on those fortunate enough to dwell in 

the King’s Palace, and allow Him to provide 

accordingly.  

But they also focus on each and every living being, 

“mi’beitzei kinnim ad karnei r’eimim.”  

Acknowledge His constant providence in speech 

(“b’ezrat Hashem”, “im yirtzeh Hashem”) and 

deed.  And be grateful for His manifold berachot- 

not least of which a flourishing, vibrant State of 

Israel.  Happy Birthday Israel! 

Shabbat Shalom! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Spotlight on Alumni 

HIROC/ASHAR is honored that one of our alumni, Rabbanit 
Chana Henkin (Anne Lazarus), Class of 1960, lit one of the 
torches at the Yom Ha’atzmaut ceremony at Har Herzl in 
Israel. Chana is the founder of Nishmat in Israel. Her son 
and daughter-in-law were murdered by terrorists in 
October 2015.  

 Yom Hazikaron & Yom Ha’atzmaut 

This past Monday, ASHAR students participated in a Yom 

Hazikaron program. Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s Memorial 

Day, honors its fallen soldiers and victims of terror. After 

watching a moving video, our students went outside and 

participated in a flag lowering ceremony. The mood of the 

day was solemn.  

Several hours later, our students returned to school for a 

day of celebration. Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 

Independence Day, was marked with carnivals, picnics, 

crafts, singing and dancing.   

Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut are juxtaposed.  A 

sad and difficult day is immediately replaced by a day of 

joy and celebration. Why are these days linked?  

In last week’s parshiyot, we learned about a metzorah and 

his road to recovery. A leper must take two live birds and 

slaughter one. The Torah does not indicate which one is to 

be slaughtered. They are both equal. A random decision 

by the metzorah decides the fate of the birds.  

The live bird is dipped in the blood of the slaughtered bird. 

He is set free with a reminder that his life was spared 

because another’s was not.  The live bird owes his life to 

the bird that was killed. He is sent away carrying the blood 

of the deceased.   

On Yom Ha’atzmaut we celebrate and thank Hashem for 

the bracha of Eretz Yisrael. We are grateful for the gift that 

He has given us. In the height of our simcha we must 

remember the slaughtered bird. We take a moment to 

honor those who died “al Kiddush Hashem.” We 

remember the soldiers that gave their lives so that we 

could have the precious gift of Eretz Yisrael. We pray for 

the day when there is peace in artzeinu hakedosha and no 

new names are added to the myriad of soldiers 

remembered on Yom Hazikaron.  Shalom al Yisrael! 

- Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Assistant Principal 



 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Itta Lazarus on the birth of a baby girl, Emma Atara. 

MazMrs. Sarah Szanzer on the birth of two new granddaughters. 

Mazal tov to Morah Estee Dembitzer on her engagement to Dovy Solomon. 

Mazal tov to Mr. & Mrs. Harold & Lisa Weber on their son, Shlomo’s engagement to Meira Weiss. 

Mrs. Sima Indig (our lunch lady) on the upcoming marriage of her daughter, Matty. 

Mrs. Rachel Katz volunteered to do a terrarium science project with Mr. 

Brenner’s Class 3B.  Everyone had a great time! 

Mrs. Elkobi and Morah Pessy had the pleasure of taking the 2nd grade classes 

to the Maritime Aquarium in Connecticut on Wednesday. The students had a 

blast touching jelly fish and sting rays, viewing an Imax movie, and so much 

more! 



Ellen Pincus and family would like to 

thank the ASHAR family for their 

outpouring of support and sympathy 

following the passing of her father, 

Haskell Yadlovker, z’’l. 








