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Do Mitzvot with Enthusiasm 

by Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

This week’s Parsha starts off with the mitzvah that 
kohanim may not become “tamei” – impure. This 
commandment is introduced in a most singular way: 

“ ֱאֹמר ֶאל־ַהֹּכֲהִנים ְּבֵני ַאֲהֹרן ְוָאַמְרָּת ֲאֵלֶהם...  Say to the 
kohanim, the sons of Aharon, and say to them…” Why 
does the Torah repeat the instruction to “say to 
them”? Rashi quotes the Gemara’s explanation for this 
repetition. “It is to obligate the adults to be vigilant 
with protecting their sons from becoming tamei.” 

Rav Moshe Feinstein זצ"ל has difficulty with 
understanding how this lesson is derived from these 
words. After all, both instructions to “say” are directed 
towards the adults. From where do we see any 
instruction regarding the young Kohein boys? He 
answers with a powerful insight: 

The Torah repeats its instruction to emphasize the 
parents’ own mitzvah performance. For a parent who 
does mitzvos with enthusiasm will influence his/her 
children to do those mitzvos properly.  

We can learn from this how to successfully educate our 
children. Preaching to a 
child to perform a mitzvah 
is meaningless until the 
child sees that the mitzvah 
is something precious to 
his/her parent. The 
opposite is also 
unfortunately true. A child 
who hears a parent 
complain about how 
difficult it is to perform a 
mitzvah will not want to 
keep that mitzvah when 
he grows up. 

I read an amazing story 
that relates to this lesson: 
There was a religious man 
who lived in New York 
during the early part of this past 
century. It was very difficult for this man to remain 
Shomer Shabbos because in those days all the places of 
employment would insist that their workers work on 
Saturday. He would start the week with a job but on 
Friday, when he would notify his boss that he wouldn’t  

(continued on P. 2) 

 Learning Outside the Classroom 

by Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal 

At ASHAR we believe that often, the learning that 

takes place outside of the classroom surmounts the 

routine learning inside. As educators, we are 

constantly looking for ways for our students to 

connect real-life examples of concepts with 

instruction and curriculum. Every trip planned is 

linked to the topics introduced in class and becomes 

a multisensory learning experience.  

April and May has seen a multitude of field trips. 

(Many of these trips have actually been “field” trips.)  

The fourth grade classes recently traveled to both 

Fort Montgomery and Philipsburg Manor. In studying 

about New York State history, these trips allowed our 

students to see first-hand what life was like during 

the Colonial and Revolutionary eras. As the students 

were led through hands-on activities and 

instructional tours, they were able to understand the 

significance of history 

and appreciate its value.  

The first grade traveled 

to the Stepping Stones 

Museum in Norwalk, 

Connecticut. The 

museum provided 

endless poss-ibilities for 

students to explore 

science at a young age, 

sparking the desire to 

continue investigating 

and invent-ing on their 

own.  

Upcoming trips include a 

trip for second grade to  

the Taconic Outdoor Education 

Center in Cold Spring, NY, and the third graders will 

be going to the Bronx Zoo in two weeks. Plans for the 

annual trips to Washington D.C. and Historic 

Philadelphia for the 8th and 7th grade classes 

Boys, grades 5-8 taking Yediot Klaliyot exam 



Look at what’s been happening in science! 

The 7th graders have focused on cells and genetics, 

and are beginning to explore the fascinating world 

of bacteria! They have each set up compost cups to 

observe daily over the next week to see how and at 

what rate bacteria breaks down the components in 

the cups, which consist of different items of food 

and trash!  Do you know the difference between 

aerobic and anaerobic bacteria? If the 7th graders 

can’t explain it to you now, they will be able to do 

so in the near future! 

The 8th graders have been learning the 

how’s and why’s of electricity and magnetism. They 

had the opportunity to create circuits to power 

light bulbs, build electromagnets, and  construct 

versoriums (ask an 8th grader!) to measure static 

electricity.    

- Mr.  Alex Ellingwood 

Rabbi Schnall, continued from p. 1 

be coming in the following day, he would immediately be given the 
“pink slip” notifying him that he was fired. Most Jews who were 
brave enough to endure this for a few weeks would eventually 
succumb under the pressure. But our friend proudly continued to 
refuse to work on Shabbos and he experienced many, many weeks 
of being fired from one job and having to start his search all over. 
One Sukkos, after this man built his simple sukkah together with 
his sons he told them that he has a most amazing decoration. He 
responded to their puzzled looks by taking out the dozens of pink 
slips that he had accrued and proudly hung them all on the walls of 
his sukkah! He explained to them how he considers each one of 
these slips to be a precious medallion – a proclamation declaring 
his love for Hashem and for His mitzvos. This man’s positive focus 
in the face of his challenges was the ultimate lesson in 
demonstrating to his children the importance performing the 
mitzvos properly. 

From the School Nurse 

The school doctor is scheduled for May 16, 2017 for the 
required outstanding physicals. As you know, for new 
entrants to ASHAR, and for students in  K, 2nd, 4th and 
7th grade, a physical (Health Appraisal) is mandated by 
NYS. If your child(ren) had a recent physical, please 
submit a copy as well as the immunization record to 
the Health Office. If your child is in one of the 
mandated grades and a physical has not been 
submitted, please Email me at pgeisel@ashar.org with 
the date of your child’s upcoming physical.  

 

Please note:  

Effective September 1, 2016, students entering grades 
seven and twelve in New York State (NYS) schools will 
be required to be fully vaccinated against 
meningococcal disease according to the 
recommendations of the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP). Students entering 
sixth grade and who are turning eleven years old are 
required to have a Tdap vaccine and a second 
Varicella. 

 

As always, any questions, please call me at extension 
508.  

 

Thank you,  

Patricia A. Geisel, RN, MS 
Sponsor needed for next week's Women's Shiur.  Please 

contact gila kass at gilak@optonline.net or 845 362-7799.  

ASHAR invites the entire community to a 

reception and screening of 

"Names, Not Numbers: A Movie in the 

Making" produced by members of the 

Class of 2017. As part of the yearlong 

Names, Not Numbers program, students 

researched, interviewed Holocaust 

survivors, filmed and edited their own 

documentary. Join us at this special 

screening on Sunday, May 21st at 7pm.  

 

 For sponsorship opportunities or to 

R.S.V.P. please visit www.ashar.org/NNN or 

email djacobson@ashar.org. 

Please enjoy the trailer of our 

presentation: 

https://vimeo.com/212528428 

mailto:pgeisel@ashar.org
mailto:gilak@optonline.net
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashar.org%2FNNN&h=VAQFQtiNh&enc=AZMYSW-6Dk-aFz4MNtxsEsoZKlq17Dl8ngW-H5hagj8Xh4BTROvljrF29ATfKyEatTI&s=1
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ASHAR wins 2nd Place at Torah Bowl Championships! 

This past Tuesday the Torah Bowl team competed in a four 

way championship match against Ramaz, Kushner, and the 

Silverstein Hebrew Academy of Great Neck.  These four teams 

represented the winners of their respective divisions.  The 100 

question competition included a new rule developed with the 

latest technology.  Any buzzer that would be attempted early 

would become disabled.  All the boys struggled with this new 

concept and many times they were left knowing an answer, 

but unable to respond.  The final score was Kushner 62, ASHAR 

48, Ramaz 

19, and 

Silverstein 

15.  The boys worked very hard and clearly mastered the entire 

Sefer Devarim with every Rashi.  (Sample question:  Identify the 

third curse given at Har Gerizim and Aivol.)  Amazingly, 96 out of 

100 questions were answered correctly.  Congratulations to 

Shimshy Gordon, Eitan Nissel and Yoel Schmutter for their 

amazing accomplishment.  A special thank you to Rabbi Chaitovsky 

who coached the boys and the girls and learned with them the 

entire Sefer Devarim with Rashi.   

Bowling trip for members of Rabbi Schnall’s Class 5B who received special tickets for davening nicely. 








