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Pesach—Let your Voice be Heard 

 by Rabbi Dani Staum   

Do you know who I really feel bad for? Silent letters. For 
some reason the English language has no compunction 
about sticking extra letters into the middle of words, and 
then allowing them to remain there perpetually, never 
being heard. Think of the poor ‘l’ in ‘walk’ and ‘talk.’ 
Whose idea was that anyway? 

The Israelis apparently feel the same way. In an effort to 
honor their friends in the United States, they named one 
of the streets in Jerusalem after one of the greatest 
American presidents – President Lincoln. But they would 
not allow the ‘l’ in the middle of President Lincoln’s name 
to be forgotten, and so the street in Hebrew is called 
“   ”.Rechov Leenkolin  -רחוב לינקולין 

In the Torah there is no such concept as an added letter. 
In situations where a word is not pronounced as it is 
written, the commentators expend great effort to explain 
the hidden meaning and lesson behind the 
unconventional reading. Every nuance in the Torah 
contains deep, endless meaning. 

Silence surely has its place in Judaism. In a society that 
loves to slander, defame, and gossip, the laws of loshon 
hora and forbidden speech must weigh heavily on our 
minds.   But speaking up has its place in Judaism, too. 

Martin Luther King Jr. once quipped that in the end, it is 
not the vitriolic words of our enemies that we will 
remember, but the painful silence of our friends. 

If one studies the history of our national salvations, we 
find that they all involved the assertive and intrepid 
confidence of heroic leaders who rallied the nation with 
their clarion call. During the perilous epoch of Haman, 
Mordechai urged Esther that the time was ripe for her to 
boldly appear before the king unannounced. He warned 
her that if she would be silent at that time, the results 
could be calamitous for her and her entire family.  

During the time prior to the Chanukah miracle, the 
Maccabean cry of “Who is for G-d (gather) unto me!” 
rallied the zealous and righteous to fight for their right to 
serve G-d. 

Pesach was the result of the efforts of Moshe Rabbeinu. 
Despite his inarticulateness and hesitation to be the  
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A Bat in the Building 

     by Donna Schaer, General Studies Principal 

Very early last Thursday morning, as I was going through a 
list of tasks for the day, I heard a great commotion and 
some screaming coming from a corridor near the door 
leading to the girls’ staircase to the lower level.  Checking 
in to see what the difficulty was, I was informed that there 
was a bat on the lower level.  A bat?   

“Show me,” I said, and was promptly surrounded by 
students crying, shaking, telling me all the horror stories 
they “knew” about these “dark creatures of the night”: 
bats fly into your hair and get tangled in it; bats will bite 
you and suck your blood; bats are creepy; bats are scary; 
bats… 

“Nonsense,” I remarked to those who could calm down 
enough to listen.  “Bats want nothing to do with your hair.  
They have excellent senses of direction and will not 
bother you if you don’t bother them.  Bats in the northern 
hemisphere eat fruit and insects like mosquitoes that 
spread diseases. Bats are very useful creatures and 
somewhat sweet.”   

With that commentary taking us down the stairs, the girls 
pointed to a small, blackish-brown blob on the wall above 
the third grade girls’ classroom door.  It appeared to be 
sleeping, minding its own business, not even swooshing 
around the hallway looking for a way to get out.  Certainly 
there was nothing it was doing to cause the amount of 
hysteria that had ensued upon its discovery. 

Fairly soon, Mr. Katznelson and a maintenance worker 
appeared with a broom and a garbage bag to “take care of 
the problem.” I was horrified and asked the men to leave 
taking care of the bat to me.  I asked for a ladder, a 
container of some sort, and a piece of cardboard that 
were produced fairly quickly.  The bat continued to sleep 
and the girls were now more curious than afraid. 

Getting to the top of the ladder, I covered the bat with the 
wide mouthed vase I had been given, moved the vase 
slowly down the wall (waking the bat up as he moved 
farther into the vase, and slowly slid the file folder under 
the vase’s opening near the wall.  Mission accomplished.  
One tiny bat, safely contained, now was the object of 
intense curiosity from the previously terrified and crying 
students. 

(continued on p. 2) 



Introducing  Mrs. שהכל by Oshrit Bar David. Morah 

Sarah’s Class 2G was divided into 6 groups.  Each 

group received one ברכה and a lot of food/drink 

clippings. The girls worked cooperatively and learned 

the correct  ברכה for each food/drink.  

Donna Schaer, continued from p. 1 

As word of the captured bat spread, students from most of 
our grade levels asked to see it, and engaged in 
conversations with each other and with me about bat 
habits, how he got into the school, and what was going to 
be done with the creature (could he become a school 
mascot?).  I explained that I had spoken to a number of 
wildlife rehabilitators who all advised me to wait until the 
day warmed up and release the bat in a protected area, 
near a wall on which he could hang, away from cats or birds 
for whom he might be a tempting morsel to consume.   

In releasing the creature, I found myself pondering the 
following:  Isn’t it amazing that just a little bit of explanation 
and education can turn an object of fear into an object of 
interest?  By acting rationally in the face of crowd hysteria, 
the crowd was contained and curiosity was instilled.  How 
few opportunities our students have to observe nature or 
wildlife up close and learn to respect Hashem’s creations. 

Please do not kill bats.  If you should find one outside near 
your house, be thankful for the job it will do in keeping your 
yard insect free.  If you should find one in your home, close 
the door(s), plug or block any cracks under the door(s) 
through which it could exit, open a window, and wait.  Just 
wait.  The bat will sense the air currents and find its own 
way out of the room.  There is no need to kill it. 

For a wonderful video of a bat eating watermelon in bed, 
please follow this link: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK0RE7tUVMY 
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spokesperson on behalf of his people, Moshe –together 
with Aharon – fulfilled his role, and led the nation to exodus.  

Our Sages relate that a significant factor of the Egyptian 
servitude was that our speech was in exile. The torment was 
so great that they could not properly pray to G-d, they didn’t 
even know how to pray to G-d. Ultimately, G-d hearkened to 
their wordless cries.   

The redemption included a true freedom of speech and 
verbal expression. The Arizal relates that the name of the 
holiday, Pesach, is a contraction of the words ‘Peh sach – a 
soft mouth.’ For so many decades, the letters and words we 
wished to convey, the pain and anguish of our hearts that we 
pined to express, remained un-verbalized within us. But with 
the redemption, our hearts found expression in the eloquence 
of song and prayer, our greatest tool as the Jewish People.  

There is much pain in our world. Worse, so much of it is left 
unexpressed, hidden behind veils of fear of showing others 
what is really in our hearts. The ability to express feelings, 
sympathize, and empathize is a facet of redemption. 

In that sense, until Hashem is ready to send Moshiach and 
put an end to all suffering and pain, every one of us has the 
ability to be a redeemer – for friends, neighbors, and family 
members. May we all have the wisdom to find a voice – a 
voice of sweetness, love, and faith – for all the painful silence 
that still lingers within broken hearts. May we all be able to 
not only walk the walk, but also to tawk the tawk. 

Class 2B enjoying recess 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK0RE7tUVMY


Sentence Composing as Grammar Instruction  

by Mindy Reifer   

The halls of ASHAR were abuzz with the latest story to go viral.  This was not an internet meme, nor a crazy cat video.  Here in 

ASHAR the students were excited and eager to share their latest creative writing pieces just in time for Purim, and the biggest hit 

among our middle schoolers was the tale of the ever-so-helpful big brother who assisted his sister in chopping off her bangs, much 

to the horror of their very pregnant mother.   The author of the piece shared her story with pride and anticipation, eager to note 

the reactions of her listeners.  And she was not to be disappointed.  One teacher remarked, upon hearing the composition, “It was 

her adjectives that impressed me most.  Such beautiful adjectives.”  

Yes, it was the adjectives, indeed, for this recent writing assignment was not simply an isolated ELA requirement.  Rather, it was a 

culminating activity, synthesizing various lessons from diverse areas of language arts, and incorporating adjective phrases in a 

sentence-imitating activity was the essential creative writing tool that the students had recently mastered and here applied.   

Teaching grammar in the context of writing is not as easy as it sounds.  It requires bite-sized instruction and consistent direct 

application.  Sentence composing is just one method of teaching grammar in context, yet it is one from which students notice 

immediate results.  Using sentence-imitating activities, students learn to identify the grammar techniques utilized by great writers, 

and they then create their own “imitations” – sentences that follow the writing style and grammatical pattern of published pieces 

by famous authors.  Prior to writing our “upside-down” themed narratives, students practiced imitating the writing of world-

renowned authors, including Harper Lee, Lois Lowry, and J.R.R. Tolkien, specifically analyzing their placement of vivid adjectives 

and adjective phrases in key locations within sentences, and the results were masterful.   

The students recognized the immediate impact of applying the skills they had practiced, witnessing first-hand the positive effects 

their improved craft had on their individual writing.  As we continue to decipher the secrets of great writers, students will further 

improve their grammar knowledge and writing aptitude, developing their natural talents and building confidence in their abilities.   

 

The 8th grade did a great job presenting their physics based "skatepark" projects to 6th and 7th grade on Wednesday. They had to 
use the physics concepts that they learned to build a marble course. 
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