
 

Parshat Ki  T isa       19 Adar 5777 March 17,  2017      Candle Lighting 6:47 PM  

Menahel’s Message:  B’Simcha Tamid! 

In the early twentieth century, scores of immigrant Jews 

abandoned Shabbat observance upon reaching these 

shores.  Not appearing for work on Saturday usually 

meant no job on Monday, and who is to say how even the 

more pious among us would have reacted under such 

trying circumstances.  A smaller group steadfastly clung to 

Shabbat, and with heroic mesirut nefesh would leave 

work Friday knowing that in all likelihood a new means of 

sustenance would have to be found the next week.  

Unfortunately, most of these precious souls did not merit 

children with similar levels of religious commitment:  I 

recall my grandfather z"l relating how his father was the 

only member of their Brownsville shtiebel able to eat in 

his children's homes.   

One reason for the next generation's lack of interest in 

Yiddishkeit in general and Shabbat in particular was the 

lack of joy associated with observance.  Their parents 

observed Shabbat, but often in misery.  For their children, 

Shabbat represented abject deprivation and sadness.  The 

Yiddish adage "s'is shver tzu zein a Yid", observed Rav 

Moshe Feinstein z"l, killed a generation.   

While still on the mountain, Moshe Rabbeinu is informed 

by Hashem that Bnei Yisrael had formed and worshipped 

the Golden Calf.  Yet, upon reaching the crime scene, 

Moshe appears surprised, and in his wrath breaks the 

luchot.  Seforno explains that although Moshe was aware 

of his nation's grievous sin, he was nonetheless shocked 

upon witnessing the degree of joy with which the Calf was 

worshipped:  "Va'yar et ha'egel u'mcholot" - "He saw the 

Calf and the revelry."     

It's not just what one does - it's how one does it.  It's one 

thing to sin, but quite another to savor the aveira.  And 

the same applies to mitzvot.  One can marginally perform 

a mitzvah and technically fulfill his or her obligation, but if 

the mitzvah is to positively impact children, it must be 

done joyously and wholeheartedly.   As the Rema writes in 

his conclusion to the Laws of Megillah, "tov lev mishteh 

tamid"- simcha isn't reserved solely for Purim! 

Shabbat Shalom!  Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

Social Emotional Learning 

     by Debby Jacobson 

We are raising children in very difficult times. Financial 

demands, societal pressures, broken homes, social media, 

learning disabilities, and general instability cause levels of  

stress and chaos that create a crisis in which parents 

cannot parent, administrators cannot administrate, 

teachers cannot teach, and students cannot learn. The 

way to combat such a negative culture is with a positive 

one; a safe culture built on trust, clear (and slightly 

challenging) expectations, and everyone owning the 

desire to create a positive atmosphere. Implementing 

Social Emotional Learning skills (a part of the NY Common 

Core curriculum) provides the tools needed to build up 

trust, ownership, and expectations. 

At ASHAR, social emotional learning is an integral part of 

our daily routine. Regular class meetings help students 

feel empowered. Our Star Student program helps 

students build ownership of themselves and helps to 

promote self-esteem.  A mentoring program has been set 

up allowing our middle school girls the opportunity to 

have lunch and be guided by our wonderful staff.  

How can parents help? Here are a few simple tips:  A 

strong household needs strong rules. Children thrive on 

clear expectations. Consequences, both positive and 

negative, must be understood and consistent.  When 

asking your child to perform a chore at home, make sure 

your expectations are very clear. The task should be well 

defined. When the job is complete, have your child self-

reflect.  Children are usually very good at evaluating 

themselves. Did they meet your expectations? Positive 

reinforcement from parents is important.   

A parent –teacher partnership is critical in raising socially 

and emotionally healthy children. It is our goal that 

together a potentially negative spiral will become a whirl 

of positivity, and collectively we will see much nachas 

from all of our students.  



8th grade Science club 
cancelled Mon., 3/20. 

Seven boys who called in for a 
special learning session with their 
rebbe on the phone during this 
week's snow day. They received 
slurpees the following day as a small 
reward for their huge mitzvah!  



Mazal tov to Jason (Class of ‘97) and Simone Rebhun on the birth of their son, Dovid. 

Mazal tov to Dr. Zevy (Class of ‘98) and Esther Hamburger on the 

birth of their son, Amitai Natan. 

Alumni & alumni parents, please share your smachot with us.  

Mazal tov to Aaron Korchnoy,  

Hanachas Tefilin on Thursday 

morning. 

Although we had a snow day on Pi Day 
(March 14/ 3-14), 7B was not deterred 
from celebrating this mathematical 
concept. On Thursday, we celebrated by 
watching a video on Pi. We then 
measured different objects that are 
round such as different size plates, cups 
and bowls (thank you to The Goldfarbs 
for getting them). We measured each 
item's circumference and diameter to 
find Pi.  

STAR students 

T-class Shloimy Greenberg for working hard and learning a lot.  

1B Yossi Munoz for his really beautiful book reports 

1G Ariella Mermelstein for her good insights into mentor texts 

2B Shlomo Reifer for his enthusiasm in learning and bentching 

2G Yakira Lapp for her hard work and effort 

3B Ephraim Jacobson for his dynamic davening and terrific Torah 

3G Elle Shucht for trying very hard and putting in a lot of effort 

4B Elroee Bar-David for his excellent, on-time detailed work 

4G Shalva Laster for her constant academic excellence 

5B Tani Turner for showing tremendous effort 

5G Chavy Volcovics for learning beautifully and being very neat and 
organized 

6B Avi Blachman his good insight into the Gemara 

6G Ariella Seltzer for her beautiful davening and middot tovot 

7B Yossi Glanz for his devotion to his learning 

7G Chaya Raizel Hill for her consistent hard work and effort 

8B Yosef Ruderman for his excellent middot 

8G Veeta Gewirtz for her excellent performance in the Names Not Numbers program 







Agenda for March 20th  

General Parent Meeting/ Buffet Dinner 

Greetings, Mr. Dovid Leiser, President 

Academic Updates 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson, Menahel/Dean 

Mrs. Donna Schaer, Principal of General Studies 

State of ASHAR, Mr. Don-E Benovitz, Chairman of the Board 

Financial Health of ASHAR 

Get involved!  Exciting opportunities to make a difference in your Yeshiva community 

Safety and Security Update, Clarkstown Police Department 

 Parenting Workshop, Rabbi Dani Staum, ASHAR Guidance Counselor 

  “Homework to Bedtime:  Making School Nights Great Again” 

Monday, March 20th, 8:00 pm 


