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 Menahel’s Message: 

 Happy New Year (Trees & People) 
     Though technically merely an annual cut-off date for 

requisite tithes - terumot u'ma'asrot- Tu B'Shevat is 

universally embraced as a celebration of Hashem's 

bounty generally and the berachot of the Land of Israel in 

particular.  Whether in yeshivot or at traditional Tu 

B'Shevat sedarim of Sephardic origin, the day has come 

to mark agricultural rebirth and renewal.   

The saintly Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev goes a step 

further:  "Ki HaAdam Eitz HaSadeh."  The Torah in 

Parshat Shoftim likens man to a tree for many reasons 

(hence the custom of waiting three years for a boy's first 

haircut, just like orlah), not least of which a shared ability 

to subtly rejuvenate.  According to R. Yehoshua in 

Masechet Rosh Hashana, man was created on Rosh 

Chodesh Nissan.  The 15th of Shevat, 40 days prior, thus 

represents the traditional 40 days of conception - arbaim 

yom kodem yetzirat ha'velad.  Like a tree in winter, there 

are no external signs of life, but beneath the surface, 

processes that will eventually yield beautiful fruit are well 

underway.   

As parents and teachers of nearly perfect children, we 

sometimes become frustrated.  Rosh Hashana L'Illanot 

reminds us to be patient and try to appreciate the very 

subtle growth processes that will ultimately culminate in 

beautiful peirot.   

Shabbat Shalom and Happy Tu B'Shevat! 

Rabbi Ari Jacobson 

 

ASHAR’s Transitional Program 
     by Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal 
This year has seen many innovations, new programs and 

exciting learning opportunities. One of the most exciting and 

successful programs has 

been the transitional 

program ASHAR opened this 

year. In the elementary 

hallway sits a classroom run 

by head teacher, Mrs. 

Waldman and assistant, 

Mrs. Klein, which is one of 

the most amazing and 

inspiring places in ASHAR.  

The seeds for the transitional program were planted ten 

months ago when a group of parents approached the 

ASHAR administration with one simple question, “Have you 

ever considered opening a class for children who need a 

different type of learning environment?” After much 

consideration, the conclusion was, “Yes.”  

Based on those initial meetings, we developed a vision and a 

plan that we knew would reach students who needed the 

environment we could provide. With the professional and 

supportive foundation already in place, integrating a special 

program has been a rewarding challenge that with 

HaShem’s help, has succeeded beyond our expectations.  

The entire Rockland community is now becoming aware of 

this resource. Our vision, core beliefs and mission help 

clarify our goals and dedication.  (continued on p. 2) 

 

 פרנס היום

ָבט תשע״ז  שְׁ    February 10י״ד בִּ

לעילוי נשמת   

  ה‘‘ע יצחק בן פנחס

 In memory of  Mrs. K’s father,  

Isaac Reichman 

 Sponsored by 

 The Katznelson family 

“Skulls, Paws & Claws” 

All fathers & sons, grade 4-8, are invited this 

Sunday morning (Shacharis 8:30 am, breakfast, 

program 9:30-10:30) to learn Laws of Kashrut from 

Rabbi Ami Cohen with a hands-on presentation 

that brings the subject alive.  He discuses the 

halachos while exhibiting all sorts of props—skulls, 

claws, paws and hooves—along with lifelike 

models, both facsimiles and preserved actual 

animals.  Sunday program concludes at 12:00 pm. 



Attention HIROC and ASHAR Alumni and Parents of Alumni:  Please visit www.ashar.org/alumni to update your and 

your graduates’ contact information.  We look forward to doing a better job staying in touch! 

 

Last Call for Registration:  Due Mon., 2/13; Karate classes, $100 for 8 sessions,  

beginning Tues./Wed., 2/14 and 2/15.   
Tuesdays, Girls, Grades K-4, 3:35-4:20; Grades 5-8, 4:30-5:15; Wednesdays, Boys, Grades K-4, 3:35-4:20; Grades 5-8, 4:30-5:15 

KARATE Sign-up Sheet 

             

Student Name        Class 

          

Parent Signature 

 

Please send in check for $100 payable to ASHAR in envelope marked “Karate” 

Morah Sarah’s Class 2G 

ASHAR’s T Program, cont. from p. 1 

Vision: To meet the academic needs of students in a 
small contained learning environment while providing 
social and emotional experiences in a larger school 
setting.  

Core Beliefs: 

Jewish children should be given opportunities to learn 
Torah, read Hebrew, daven, and understand Torah 
concepts and values within the regular school based on 
their abilities. 

 Students should be able to learn at their own pace 
with targeted instruction addressing their individual 
needs. 

 Using a whole child approach to education, students 
should grow academically, when their social, 
emotional and physical needs are being addressed. 

Mission: To use a multitude of research-based programs 
and approaches to address the academic needs of a small 
group of students, while planning and goal setting for 
short term and long term transitions into mainstream 
education.  

http://www.ashar.org/alumni


Today the eight graders participated in the filming techniques session of the Names, Not Numbers program. The 
students learned how to film their interviews with professional documentary equipment. They learned to focus 
cameras using different frames and angles, along with applications of the rule of thirds.  Students then practiced using 
the video and audio equipment on their own, all in preparation for their interviews of Holocaust survivors next week.  

 

Wednesday Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther Baila Schwartz 1:15-2:15 in the library. To sponsor 

a shiur for $80 please contact Gila at 845 362-7799.   
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