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Philanthropic Investment Strategy 

   by Rabbi Daniel Isaacs 

This week’s Parasha features an historic disagree-

ment over investment strategies that would define 

the world as we know it. I am talking about the most-

ly unstated dispute between Rivkah and Yitzchok over who should 

be blessed: Eisav or Yaacov. 

Why does Yitzchok want to bless Eisav? The Chumash has al-

ready told us that “Yitzchok loved Eisav because hunting was in 

his mouth,” but could anyone – no less the gadol hador, the 

greatest man of his generation – be so blind to such 

glaring wickedness in his own household? And why 

would some hunting from Eisav – even if you follow 

the opinion that the “hunting” was deceptive words 

that feigned a desire to learn and grow – outweigh 

Yaacov’s beautiful nature, a “pure man, sitting in 

the tents (of learning)” ? 

Why does Rivkah feel so strongly opposed to her 

husband? She risks it all (“on me will be your curse, my son”) to 

thwart her husband’s will to bless Eisav, resorting to extreme 

measures to ensure that Yaacov gets the blessing. 

Our chachamim tell us that Yitzchok and Rivkah philosophically 

disagreed over what to do with the powerful berachos that Ha-

shem had promised to Avraham, and Avraham had passed to 

Yitzchok. Yitzchok knew very well that Eisav was no tzaddik…and 

he needed the blessings to protect and sustain him. If you have 

tzedaka money to give, you use it to sustain the poor…and Eisav 

was destitute in terms of merits to sustain him. These berachos 

would guarantee Eisav’s physical survival. Examine the berachos 

that Yaacov receives under the guise of being Eisav and you will 

see that they were physical blessings: big, productive land and 

subjugation of others. Yitzchak felt that Yaacov would be blessed 

anyway, his Torah and good middos would guarantee him 

Hashem’s protection and beracha, and his would be the spiritual 

world of Keduhsa. Eisav, on the other hand, needed the tzedaka of 

his father’s blessing; then, maybe, he would survive and prosper 

in this physical world.   

Rivkah felt that the tzaddikim should have both worlds: the spir-

itual AND the physical. She looked at the berachos as an invest-

ment. If you have capital to invest,  you put it into the hands of a 

proven, successful businessman. He will put the tools you give 

him to good use. Rivkah believed – and Hashem was right with 

her on this – that the berachos needed to go to Yaacov, because  

(continued on p. 2) 

Conversing with your kids 
   by Donna Schaer, General Studies Principal  
At the end of the day, do you ask your 
children how their school day was?  Do they 
answer?  Are they eager to share their ups 
and downs with you?  Or, like two of my 
children did growing up, do they shrug their shoulders and 
say, “Nothing.”  That response can be incredibly frustrating 
to parents, as we are so interested in checking in and 
hearing from them. 

Sometimes, the effort of being “good” all day in school is 
exhausting and there is simply little energy 
left in a child to have to recount the day 
that is finally over.  Sometimes the day has 
been rotten and, as is normal for human 
beings, the child just wants to put it out of 
mind.  And, sometimes, a child is still 
processing the day’s events and is unwilling 
to talk about how the day was until he or 
she has sorted it out for him/herself. 

As parents, we can hold off on our questions, give our 
children hugs as they get in the car, play some soothing 
music and take our cues from our children.  Sometimes 
children might respond after you have shared the highs 
and lows of your day with them or be more willing to talk 
about theirs at bedtime with the lights turned low.   

Remembering that our children are also individuals who 
should be allowed room for the privacy of their thoughts is 
hard for us as parents, but our patience in waiting for them 
to be ready to share instead of “pouncing” on them the 
moment school is over brings greater, though delayed, 
conversational rewards.   

Shabbat shalom.   
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev   ראש חודש כסלו 

In memory of the 41st yahrtzeit of  

Yosef ben Avraham Eliezer 

In the merit of the learning, may his neshama have an aliyah 

Sponsored by: 

Rochelle and Harry Zupnik and Family 

Elaine and Hillel Weinberger and Family 

Elisheva & Yosef Zupnik and Family 



 Star Students 

1B Daniel Frankel for his 
participation in Parsha  

1G Nechami Ungar for always 
helping Morah 

2B Gavi Lerer for being a real mentsch 

2G Hili Schwartz for her hard work and diligence 

3B Naftali Frank for being such a hard worker 

3G Adle Weiss for being an all around star student 

4B Avi Fonfeder for always staying focused and working to 
task 

4G Leeba Pariser for working hard and being kind to others 

5B Ilan Nissel for being an exceptional role model 

5G Devory Weiss for her diligence in completing her Word 
Master list 

6B Benjamin Golani for his overall athletic improvement 

6G Leora Lerer for her middot tovot 

7B Aaron Korchnoy for being a respectful rule follower 

7G Toby Volcovics for her hard work and diligence 

8B Yanky Mandel for being a model student in ELA 
8G Miriam Boss for being kind, respectful and a loyal friend 

Proud members of Class 4B’s Hot Cocoa Monday Club 

Class 7G visited Friedwald Center and played games with residents. 

Mazal tov to Yehuda Farca  

on his Bar Mitzvah. 
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he would use physical prosperity to increase Torah and 

kedusha in the world. Eventually, Yitzchok understands 

and agrees with this. 

What are we doing with our resources, with the powers that 

Hasehm has given us? Not just money, but health, 

education, family…are we using these physical blessings to 

increase Torah, promote kedusha and further Hasehm’s Will 

in the world? Rivkah was right! But only so long as Yaacov 

fulfills his destiny to use those blessings properly; that’s 

why Yitzchok allows to Eisav that “when he (Yaacov) 

descends, you will throw his yoke off your neck.” It’s our 

responsibility to watch ourselves – call it “spiritual 

auditing,” if you like – and make sure we are applying the 

berachos the way our Avos intended us to use them. 



Class 5B Lashon—Making an 

experiment ... lava lamps with 

oil for Rosh Chodesh Kislev . 

Check out the books our students have begun reading for Battle of the Books: 

Shaya Genuth- The Hoboken Chicken Emergency 

Mimi Yaniv- The Year of Billy Miller  

Chanan Seltzer- Chalk Box Kid 

Gavi Lerer- Class President 

Lilly Spaeth- Snakes Alive 

Racheli Hala- The Wizard of Oz 

Leora Lerer- Cracker! 

Tzvi Sorotzkin - Joey Pigza Swallowed a Key 

Batya Ilan-From the Mixed Up Files of …. 

Tuli Schmeltzer- Maniac Magee 

Elisheva Levi- Number the Stars 

Sarina Sontag- Mockingbird 

David Massre- War of the Worlds 

Lani Fetman- Robinson Crusoe 

Shira Turner- The Bridge to Terabithia  

Yosef Ruderman- Little Miracles  

Shimmy Fried- Unbroken (young adult version) 

Moshe Jacobson- Code Talkers 

In conjunction with their unit on nutrition, the first 
graders made edible superheroes! First, they decorated 
their plates with all the nutritious foods their hero 
would need to stay strong. Then, using an apple as the 
base, they masked their apples and gave them names. It 



 

Spirit Day Kislev was amazing!  

In honor of Rosh Chodesh, our students in grades 2 and 3 were 
treated to a book tasting party to launch our Battle of the 
Books. After being divided into their reading teams, students 
received menus with a check list to complete about several 
featured books. Students rotated between book tasting 
stations where they received a sweet treat and a taste of a new 
book. 

Student in grades 4-6  also launched their 2016-2017 Battle of 
the Books campaign. After being divided into their reading 
teams, students created a team name and flag.  

Our seventh and eighth grade reading teams competed in their 
first match.   Students watched book trailers for the books on 
their reading list. Teams worked together to be the first to pair 
the titles on the list to the trailers they viewed. The room was 
filled with tremendous excitement and an eagerness to begin 
reading.  

Our students can’t wait to get started and win points for their 
teams. Happy reading and Chodesh Tov! 

 - Mrs. Debby Jacobson 

Many thanks to Stephen & Rochie Gruenebaum for the 

Rosh Chodesh donuts! 







 



Come Celebrate your party or event at 

The Burgundy Party & conference Room 

@ The Ramapo Athletic Center 

Birthdays - Bar/Bat Mitzvahs - Corporate Events 

Sports Party Packages available with 

Our indoor Volleyball & Basketball Courts 

267 Cherry Lane, Airmont, NY  845-659-8244 

YehudaRussak@gmail.com 

Wednesday Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther Baila 
Schwartz 1:15-2:15 in the library. To sponsor a shiur for $80 
please contact Gila at 845 362-7799. 
This week's shiur is sponsored by Lynn Horwitz, Liz Stewart, Lisa 
Fuchs, Malka Spier and Liz Rosenblatt in memory of Hollie 
Haymes. May her neshoma have an Aliya. 


