
 
Parshat Vayishlach     16  Kislev 5777 December 16,  2016     Candle Lighting 4:11 PM  

Rabbi Staum’s Musings (& Amusings) 
Last Shabbos, the President of our shul, R’ Yossi Goldman, reminded the kehilla that Sunday evening would be December 4th, 

and we would begin reciting v’sayn Tal Umatar in the ma’ariv Shemoneh Esrei. 

 As R’ Yossi made the announcement, I noticed two Israeli guests who were visiting for Shabbos look at each other and snicker. 
In Eretz Yisroel they began saying V’sayn Tal Umatar shortly after Succos, on the 7th of Cheshvan. They therefore found it comical 
that we in Chutz l’aretz were only beginning to recite it now.  

It reminded me of a conversation I had with a friend a few years ago. When I mentioned to him that we were beginning to say 
tal umatar that night, he rolled his eyes and said, “Here we go again.” When I asked him what the big deal was, he replied that 
from the summer on, he felt like he was always having to repeat Shemoneh Esrei. For the first ten days of the year (from Rosh 
Hashanah to Yom Kippur) he often forgot to say Hamelech Hakadosh, so he had to repeat Shemoneh Esrei. Throughout Succos, 
half the time he forgot Yaaleh V’yavo and had to repeat Shemoneh Esrei. Then, after Succos was over, he had to contend with 
remembering to say Mashiv Haruach. He usually forgot a bunch of times during the first few weeks, necessitating his repeating 
Shemoneh Esrei. When he finally got used to saying Mashiv Haruach and ‘prayer life’ seemed to return to normal, December 4th 
came around, and with it a whole new period of forgetting Tal Umatar, and having to repeat Shemoneh Esrei.  

He looked at me with frustration and asked, “Why couldn’t the Sages have mercy, and just keep the whole Shemoneh Esrei 
uniform throughout the year?” I replied that although each insertion had its own reason based on the time of the year, perhaps 
the Sages also wanted to ensure that we don’t daven Shemoneh Esrei on auto-pilot. Perhaps they felt it would be a side-benefit 
to compel us to be more vigilant as we davened and have to pay attention to what we are saying.  

Rav Shimshon Pinkus zt’l (Tiferes Torah – Toldos) notes that in regard to human interactions, persistent requests are viewed as 
vexing and irksome. If a person asks another for something on a few occasions and was rejected, continuing to ask is rude, to say 
the least. Just ask any parent who has whining children. (I wouldn’t know; I heard about this from friends).  

In regard to prayer and davening to Hashem however, it is altogether different. Although we repeat the same words of prayer 
every single day – in fact, three times a day – Hashem never tires of hearing them. In fact, the opposite is true, for the whole pur-
pose of prayer is to connect ourselves with Hashem through communicating with Him. There is no greater nachas that He has 
than when we turn to Him in sincere prayer and supplication.   (continued on p. 2)   
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(Rabbi Staum, continued from p. 1) 

Does a spouse ever tire of hearing a sincere and meaningful compliment? Do 
parents ever tire of hearing their children tell them that they love them? That is 
how Hashem views our tefillos.  

Therefore, it behooves us to ensure that our prayers are not recited 
emotionlessly and callously. True, we might not know what many of the words 
mean. But if we pray with an underlying sentiment that we want to connect with 
Hashem, that is more precious before Him than anything else.  

We need to remind ourselves that He never tires of hearing it, so that we will 
never tire of saying it – with vitality and love.   

Shabbat Shalom & Good Shabbos. 

Mazal tov to  

Mr. & Mrs. Harold & 

Lisa Weber on the 

upcoming marriage 

of their son, Chaim 

to Michal Meiteles. 

Class 7B visits Friedwald Center. 

Mazal tov to Elia Gershon, 

Hanachat Tefilin. 

“Battle of the Books” 





Third grade readers in Mrs. Ginsberg's reading group 

have been working on important reading skills. They 

have been making connections, analyzing characters 

and responding to texts they are reading. The girls 

have been "popcorn reading," where they take turns 

reading aloud and then calling (or popping) on a 

friend to continue. They have read through several 

series books. They are currently using discussion clips 

as prompts to help them talk and write about their 

After completing a unit on the Beit HaMikdash, the seventh grade girls built their own! 



Students in 4-6 Battle of the Books who have read at least 3 books since the start of the competition.  

Battle of the Books Rages On!! 

All of our students in grades 2-6 enjoyed follow up meetings 
this week.   Our second and third grade students divided into 
groups, and each created a corner bookmark to be used 
while they continue to read. Team points were tallied and 
prizes were rewarded to students who have already read 
three books.  

Grades 4-6 competed to win more points for their 
teams Students were shown book trailers for the books on 
their reading list. Teams worked together to be the first to 
pair the titles on the list to the trailers they were viewing. 

We look forward to rewarding more students for their 
efforts next week. 

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Debby Jacobson, Assistant Principal 

Students were asked to name a book they already read for 
Battle of the Books: 

Shalva Laster—Megan’s Island; Keira Bruschansky—Amelia’s 
5th Grade Notebook; Michal Benovitz-The War with 
Grandpa; Ruti Tsour-A Night to Remember; Ezra Ratner-Code 
Talkers; Eitan Nissel—The Princess Bride; Mendy Frydman-
Remembering Mrs. Rossi; Moishe Koenig-Shooting Kabul; 
Aliza Chaitovsky-The Secret Garden; Yonah Shatkin-Cracker!; 
Shmuel Feuer-Trumpet of the Swans; Benjamin Guy-The 
Chalk Box Kids; David Benisz-Class President; Shira Golani-
Snakes Alive!; Sarah Ilan-Nature’s Fireworks 

In education today, STEAM is the new buzz word. Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and Design, and Math are subjects cur-
rently being touted as the areas we need to focus on in order to 
help future generations compete on the global stage. America 
was once the leader in technological discoveries and educators 
are convinced that by concentrating on these subjects, we will 
once again lead the world in innovation.   

Looking at these subjects as a whole, the major commonality link-
ing them is the way they are approached. With the internet 
providing endless streaming information, incredibly illustrated 
informational books and a host of media related programs, con-
tent is no longer a necessary focus for the classroom. Instead, 
processes are taught, explored and practiced. This is certainly the 
case in our school-based science program. 

Science is an integral part of any curriculum. The scientific process 
contains so many embedded skills necessary for child develop-
ment. Classification of animals or rocks and minerals based on 
traits helps children organize their minds and environment, cre-
ating a hypothesis and testing it aids students in estimating out-
comes based on evidence, and a failed experiment teaches kids to 
try, try again! Using scientific tools and instruments builds stu-
dents’ real world application of the world around us.   

As parents, we can work to build our children’s love and apprecia-
tion for science by encouraging them to notice nature, question 
why and how things occur and predict future occurrences using 
previous experience.  

Have a wonderful Shabbos and enjoy your children’s inquisitive 
nature.  

- Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal 



ASHAR Sharks - Basketball Update from Coach Samet 

The SHARKS finally got their first YMSSA League win this year, winning last night by a score of 56-32. The 
game was a rematch against a division rival, BDS (Bi-Cultural Day School from Connecticut). The Sharks 
(albeit missing our "two big guys") came out strong shooting well, playing a solid defense, securing an 
almost 10 point lead. However, BDS would fight back to close out the first half only down by 2 points - 
hitting a corner three at the buzzer to bring them within two points with a score of 22-20. The Sharks, 
really eager to show their home town crowd (and fans! Come cheer the boys on!) that they gained a lot 
over the past month (both ON and OFF the court), were in it to pull out a win. And that they did - really 
working well together - to outscore BDS 34 - 10 in the last two quarters. Our team had contributions in scoring by 8 of the 10 players - 
and 10 boys played! Special mention to Manny Koenig for his amazing shooting touch scoring NINE points, and Yoel Brodsky for 
scoring his first points of the season. Zevi, Judah, Yosef, Noah and Jared (who played a bit) scored 43 of our team’s 56 points. Coach 
Samet is very proud of how everyone got in the act! 

Now that the boys got their first win - they have confidence they can play well against some of the stronger teams.  Next week MDS 
will come to ASHAR to face the Sharks. MDS was able to beat the Sharks in the Sderot game played a while back. The game is 
Wednesday night, Dec 21 @ 6:30 pm at ASHAR. 

Since November 18th the boys competed in the 2nd and 3rd games of their Sderot Fund Raising Tournament. The team was able to 
raise money for a good cause - they should be very proud. The 2nd game was against WDS (Westchester Day School). ASHAR won 
that game with a barrage of three pointers and the strong inside play from Judah Bruschansky. The game earned them a lot of Sderot 
points, getting the team a very high 5th seed (out of 16). ASHAR was the only 1-1 team to seed in the top six.  

Sunday, December 4 was the final day of the Sderot Tournament and the ASHAR Sharks were up to play Magen David. Magen David, 
with OVER 100 boys in 8th grade alone, was too strong for ASHAR and cruised to a victory over ASHAR by more than 20. Noah Shatkin 
was the one hitting that game, scoring almost 20 points in the loss. 

Monday, December 5th, the Sharks travelled to Westchester to face our division opponent WDS. Coach Samet learned that we, as a 
team, cannot take anything for granted as perhaps the boys and Coach walked in assuming a WIN. However, that was not the 
outcome. Although the Sharks led the game at half time by 9 points - the team from WDS fought and fought. The Sharks had their 
opportunities only to come up short in a Double Over Time Game Loss. 

Thursday December 8th - ASHAR went to Ramaz to face a very strong team who were surprised ASHAR competed strong in the first 
game early in the season. Ramaz this time was too strong and we had trouble against their pressure Mid Court 3 / 2 defense.  

Finally, the boys heard important words from Coach Samet about the importance of working together as team, of having the right 
sportsmanship at ALL times, about being teammates, and to quote Coach Samet, "to be winners when we win games and when we 
lose games."  
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