
Shevat 20 5781/January 21st & 22nd, 2022 
Parshat Yitro 

Weekday Schedule 
January 23rd-28th 
 
Shacharit  
Sun 7:00, 8:00, 9:00am (Main) 
 8:00am (Tent) 
Mon, Thurs  6:20, 7:20am (Main) 
 7:00, 8:00am (Beit Midrash) 
Tues, Wed, Fri 6:30, 7:30am (Main) 
 7:05, 8:00am (Beit Midrash) 
 
Mincha 
Sun              12:45pm (Main) 
 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sun- Fri 4:50pm (Main) 
 
Maariv  
Mon-Thurs 7:30pm (Main) 
Sun-Thurs 9:15pm (Main) 
 
January 28th 
Candle Lighting 4:50pm 

WEEKLY BRIEF 

 

Shabbat Schedule 
Candle Lighting  4:41pm 
Mincha/Maariv  
Main Shul   4:45pm 
Beit Midrash  4:45pm 
Tent   4:45pm 
 
Shabbat Morning 
Sof Zman Kriyat Shma  9:41am 
Shacharit- 
Main Shul   7am 
Rambam Shiur  8:15am 
Beit Midrash   
Shacharit   8:30am 
Beit Midrash   
Social Hall– Masked Only 9am 
Main Shul   9am 
Teen Minyan   Cancelled 
Tent (Beginning with Shochein Ad) 9:15am 

Youth Groups  9am 
Tot Shabbat  10:30am 
Beit Midrash Backroom 
Shailot Utshuvot Shiur Cancelled 
Daf Yomi   10:30am 
Beit Midrash 
 
Shabbat Afternoon 
Mincha 
Main Shul   2pm, 4:25pm 
Mincha, followed by Maariv  
Tent   4:40pm 
 
Jr. High Mishna Shiur   Cancelled 
High School Shiur  Cancelled 
Gemara Shiur  Between   
with Rabbi Strauchler     Mincha and Maariv 
Main Shul    
 
Maariv 
Main Shul    5:35pm 
Shabbat Ends  5:43pm 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI STRAUCHLER 
RELIGION: GOOD OR BAD?        
  
Imagine yourself in a strange city as evening falls. 
Imagine that you see a large group of men 
approaching you. Would you feel safer, or less safe, if 
you were to learn that they were just coming from a 
bible class? Dennis Prager and Christopher Hitchens 
disputed this scenario in arguing if religion is good or 
bad: 
  
Our parsha has something interesting to say about 
whether God makes us feel safe. When the Torah was 

given at Mount Sinai, the Jewish people felt less than safe.  
  
All of Mount Sinai was smoking because God had descended upon it in the fire; its 
smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the entire mountain shuddered 
exceedingly.... The entire people saw the thunder and the flames, the sound of the 
shofar and the smoking mountain; the people saw and trembled and stood from 
afar.  (19:18, 20:15) 
  
Danger and fear are the dominant feelings when God reveals Himself. Religion would 
seem to be a force that makes us feel less safe. Yet, our portion contains another 
section that describes the positive impact of God’s presence.  
  
Wherever I permit My Name to be mentioned I shall come to you and bless you. (20:21) 
  
These verses appear contradictory.  How can the presence of God create both fear and 
blessing? 
  
An important insight emerges as we ponder this problem.  Religion can be a source of 
great good, but it also comes with great risks.  To proclaim God's name and to speak for 
God in this world is to live for something great and meaningful. We aspire and strive to 
live for higher purposes than our own well-being. We act with kindness toward others 
and try to reach for the infinite. This is the message of kaddish.  Yet there are risks.  In 
attempting to call upon God’s name, we risk the real possibility of falling short and 
rendering God's name in vain.  By seeking goodness and closeness to great ideals, we 
risk hypocrisy and the desecration of the very name we seek to sanctify.  
  
As we hear the aseret hadibrot this Shabbat, let us remember the power of religion for 
both good and ill.  Let us not take our righteousness for granted as we take upon 
ourselves the mantle of Torah. 

Rinat Yisrael’s 34th Annual Dinner, honoring Sheryl & Rabbi Yosef Adler, is on Motzei Shab-
bat, February 12th, 8:30pm at Temple Emanuel in Closter. Register at https://www.rinat.org/
dinnerThe venue can accommodate covered outdoor seating, with heaters. If you’d like to 
brave the cold and be seated outside, please email dinner@rinat.org. (During the Program, 
chairs will be available inside for guests who choose to eat at outdoor tables. In the event 
of rain or snow, there will be no outdoor seating and all tables will be set up inside.)  
Please note, dinner guests must be fully vaccinated. 
The community will be making a siyum at the dinner. Everyone is welcome and encouraged 
to participate in the learning even if they cannot attend the dinner. Sign up to participate at 
rinat.org/siyumsignup# 

https://www.rinat.org/dinner
https://www.rinat.org/dinner
mailto:dinner@rinat.org
https://www.rinat.org/siyumsignup


President’s Corner 
Dear Friends, 
  
This past Shabbat we all heard about the antisemitic attack in 
Colleyville, TX. Our security committee sent out information how our 
shul is protected, and asked for volunteers to join the CSS team. We 
have many opportunities to help our shul and community and taking a 

monthly shift as part of CSS is one of them. Now more than ever we need to come to 
shul and stand united against antisemitism. 
  
Our annual dinner honoring Sheryl and Rabbi Adler will be Motzei Shabbat, February 
12. I look forward to welcoming you as we celebrate the legacy of the Adlers and 
Rinat. If you haven’t yet registered for the dinner or contributed toward the annual 
dinner campaign, there’s still time! The dinner and program will be indoors. There are 
a variety of options for seating at the dinner. There is an outdoor covered area that 
will have heaters where you can take food outside to eat. If you choose to be 
outdoors, or want to be indoors not at a table, you can come indoors and we’ll have 
socially distanced seating for you in the ballroom. If you’d like any of the alternative 
options of seating at the dinner, please reach out to the dinner committee 
at dinner@rinat.org. All guests attending the dinner are required to be fully 
vaccinated.  
  
As we hear from the news that the COVID cases in the area are decreasing, we still 
need to be mindful of the many other viruses going around. The best way to protect 
ourselves from a variety of viruses is to be masked. If you aren’t feeling well, it's best 
not to come to shul. We look forward to welcoming you back when you’re better.  
  
Stay well and stay warm.  
  
Shabbat Shalom, 
Bina 

WEEKLY BRIEF SPONSORSHIP 
Sharon & Eric Rosen in honor of the birth of a granddaughter, Ariana Noa, to their children, Lauren 
Springer & Daniel Rosen. Also, in honor of Jenny & Seth Deneroff's marriage and Shabbos Sheva 
Brochos. 
Cecile & Michael Wollman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Jacob Rosenkranz, z"l.  

mailto:dinner@rinat.org


A MESSAGE FROM THE DINNER COMMITTEE 
In anticipation of this year's annual gala dinner taking place on February 12th, 2022, kindly send us your best pictures/videos/mementos of our honorees, Sheryl & 
Rabbi Adler. Send your materials to dinner2022@rinat.org, and please include an explanation of where and when they're from. We're looking forward to taking a 
trip down memory lane with you! 

LEARNING SPONSORSHIP 
Judy Golowa in honor of finishing the OU Women's Initiative Nach Yomi cycle together with 1200 other women  
(1/16– 1/22). 
Judy Golowa in commemoration of her father’s yahrzeit, Aharon ben Yosef, z”l. (1/20) 
Aviva Appleman Jacobowitz & Yitzy Jacobowitz in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Rabbi Jason Jacobowitz z"l  

  (1/29 –1/22)  הרב יוסף בן אליעזר הכהן

Linda & Leib Koyfman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Linda's beloved father, Yitzchak Weinberg, יצחק בן אברהם שלמה , z”l, on the 26th of 

Shevat, (1/29 –1/23) כ"ו שבט 

Janice & Saul Levine and Debbie Pine & Mark Orenshein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sandra Orenshein, z"l. (1/23– 1/29) 

Seymour Schulman and Family in commemoration of the fourth yahrzeit of Rachel Schulman, z"l, 

 (1/29 –1/23) רחל גלדא בת יעקב בנימין ושרה לאה

MAZAL TOV 
Bernice & Steven Gilbert on the birth of their granddaughter, Ruthie, born to Malki & Mordechai Gilbert.  
Aviva & Aharon Goldwasser on the bar mitzvah of their son, Eitan. Mazal tov to siblings, Atara and Shira and to  
grandparents, Susan & Marvin Ammer and Amy & Ken Goldwasser. Mazal tov to the Eckman and Secemski  
families.   
Sury Kaminetsky on the engagement of her granddaughter, Avigayil to Tzvi Messinger of Brooklyn. Mazel tov to parents Daniel and 
Heather  
Rachel Meier on her engagement to Binyamin Ravina Abramowitz from Brooklyn, New York. Mazal tov to her  
parents, Elizabeth & Ronny Meier and her siblings and many nieces and nephews. Mazal tov to Binyamin Ravina's mother, Dr. Shira 
Burstein Abramowitz and the many siblings, nieces and nephews.   
Debbie Pine & Mark Orenshein on the birth of a granddaughter, יונינה נחמה, Nina Olivia, born to Sarah Orenshein & Moshe Soloveichik. 
Mazal tov to Aunt Danielle and Uncle Zack.  
Sharon & Eric Rosen on the recent marriage of Jenny Rebecca Rosen to Seth Daniel Deneroff. Mazal tov to Seth’s parents, Janet & Martin 
Deneroff, Jenny’s grandparents, Rebbetzin Edythe & Rabbi Gabriel Maza and to all extended family. 
Sharon & Eric Rosen on the birth of a granddaughter, Ariana Noa, born to Lauren & Daniel Rosen. 

There are many Chesed opportunities in the Rinat community. To become involved and be included in our  
database to assist other members of our kehillah, go to https://forms.gle/kNkbjobfCUJ1PDue7. 

CONDOLENCES 
Jordan Glick on the loss of his beloved father, Mr. Jeffrey Glick, z”l. Jordan can be reached at 646-988-8559. To send a card through Nerot, contact Carrie Cooper at 
CandScooper@gmail.com. 
 
Rivka Harcsztark on the loss of her beloved father, Rabbi Simcha Krauss. Shiva details to follow.  
 
Linda Levi on the loss of her beloved mother, Kitty P. Levi z”l. Linda can be reached, Sunday—Wednesday via phone at either 201-837-8733 or 1-917-318-3779, be-
tween 10:00am-12:00pm, 1:30-3:30pm, 8:00-9:00pm and Zoom from 7:00pm-8:00pm, https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83554302437,Meeting ID: 835 5430 2437, 
Passcode: Kitty  
 
May the Glick, Harcsztark, Krauss and Levi families be comforted among the mourners of Tzion v'Yerushalayim.  

Tuesday, January 25th, 12:30pm– 6:30pm– Blood Drive. To register, go to www.nybc/newjerseydrive. Sponsor Code: 66985. Located in the 
Social Hall.  

RABBI WIENER’S WHATSAPP MISHNA YOMIT SPONSORSHIP 
Meier Brueckheimer in honor of and in appreciation to Rabbi Wiener for the daily Mishnah class (1/23-1/30) 

Bina & Yossi Faber in memory of Yaakov Yitzchak ben Meyer v’Pessi, z”l.  (1/19) 

Mrcia & Mel Reichman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Isak Reichman, z"l. (1/19)  

Debbie & David Schiff in honor of Rabbi Wiener on the completion of our first masechta.  Thanks for making the study of mishnayot so exciting and 

fulfilling!!  On to Peah!! (1/21) 

Adina & Rabbi Ezra Wiener in honor of all of the women who will be joining the OU Women's initiative for this new cycle of Nach Yomi! (1/20)  

Cecile & Michael Wollman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Jacob Rosenkranz, z"l. (1/25) 

The rabbi’s desk, bookcases and chairs are being replaced.  If you are interested in these items, please e-mail 
office@rinat.org. 

Free at-home Covid tests are now available at Covidtests.gov. 

RABBI STRAUCHLER’S WHATSAPP SHIUR 
Bina & Yossi Faber in memory of Yaakov Yitzchak ben Meyer v’Pessi, z”l. (1/19) 
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Acting As If: The Power of Pretending in Times 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z0oqFGvJOuKqIsFcMCn-

YOUTH NEWS 
Groups for children in nursery - 6th grade 
meet on Shabbat mornings from 9 until 
the end of Mussaf. Between 9:15am-
10:15am, children will be escorted to 
Whittier park and supervised by our group 
leaders. Questions? E-mail 
youth@rinat.org. All children will need to 
wear a mask.  
 
Tot Shabbat meets at 10:30am on 
Shabbat mornings, in the Beit Midrash 
Back Room. 
 
Parent/Child Learning is cancelled this 
Motzei Shabbat, January 22nd and next 
Motzei Shabbat, January 29th and will 
resume on Motzei Shabbat, February 5th.  
 
Join the Rinat Youth WhatsApp group at 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/
GblOYKTqs9KGkZCjdmp3ny  

Meet the Members 
Whether you are new to Rinat or have been a member for 30 years, we would love to hear all about you and 
your family. To share your story, e-mail office@rinat.org. This week, meet our members, the Markiewicz  
Family. Please visit our website at https://www.rinat.org/meet-our-members to get to know them. To get to 
know some of our other members, access our Meet The Members Flipbook at  
https://issuu.com/rinatyisrael/docs/meet_the_members_flipbook-_july_12th_2021?fr=sNzFhMjM5ODg4MzM. 

IDF SOLDIERS FOR OUR TEFILLOT 

Please include in your tefilot IDF soldiers from the Rinat family currently serving in the IDF: Talya Agus, Ben  
Antosofsky, Lior Chasid, Yehuda Gross, Eitan Klavan, Menachem Klavan, Zachary Kohn, Benjamin Kooijmans, 
Asher Chaim Krohn, Dovi Kwalbrun, Azi Lieber, Yonadav Rimberg and Yael Zaretsky. Please email 
office@rinat.org to add a name to this list. 

TEEN NEWS 
Teens are invited to join our whatsapp. Go to 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/J0sAEd6pdxLElsI0Us1luB for all the latest 
Rinat Teen news, events and happenings. 
 
Teen Minyan is cancelled this Shabbat, January 22nd and next  
Shabbat, January 29th and will resume on Shabbat, February 5th.  
To sponsor a kiddush, go to   
https://www.rinat.org/form/teensponsorship. 
 
Jr. High Mishna Shiur 
The Junior High Mishna Shiur with Avi Katz is cancelled this week,  
Shabbat, January 22nd and will resume next Shabbat, January 29th. 
 
High School Shiur 
The High School Shiur with Terry Novetsky is cancelled this week,  
Shabbat, January 22nd. 
 
Teen Ping Pong Night 
Rinat Teens are invited on Thursday, February 3rd, at 7pm to a Ping 
Pong Night at Ready To Golf, 3 New Bridge Road, River Edge. Cost: $15 
per person. To register, go to  
https://www.rinat.org/form/ping-pong.html. 
 
Bar Mitzvah Program 2021 
The final class of this session with Rabbi Strauchler will take place on  
Motzei Shabbat, February 5th, 7– 8:15pm.  
 
Bat Mitzvah Program 
(Class dates are 2/13. 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20. 3/27 and 4/3.) A series of  
classes coordinated by Avital Strauchler takes place on Sunday  
mornings, 10– 11:30am. Girls ages 11 and 12 are invited to take part in 
Chavruta, Chessed and fun! Topics include Women in Halacha,  
Timeless lessons in Tanach, Tzedakah and Social Action and Becoming a 
Bat Mitzvah. To register, go to  
https://rinat.org/form/bat-mitzvah-program-2022.html. 

NEROT 
A new season of Feldenkrais Awareness through Movement Lessons has begun! The classes are taught by Joyce 
Bendavid OTR GCFP and focus on improving posture, coordination and general wellness. The 1 hour zoom class takes 
place while lying on the floor or sitting in a chair. Classes take place Monday through Friday, from 11:30am to 
12:30pm. The guided lesson is easy to follow and open to all. There is no charge. Sponsored by Nerot. For questions 
and to check in to confirm the schedule, email JBendavidOTR@gmail.com or call 201-759-4222. To join, go to  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795 pwd=Z0VpaVRkaDNMTzFjeGEvVHltOTFBQT09. Meeting ID: 586 427 0795 
Passcode: 337785. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

Daf Yomi, Sunday, 7:35am in shul , Monday-Friday, 7:05am in shul and Shabbat 10:30am in the Beit Midrash. 
For more details, join the WhatsApp group https://chat.whatsapp.com/KEEJNUfNHKb1RdfTxNMpZs 
Mishna Yomit, Monday—Friday, 6:10am and Sunday, 7:40am. All are welcome to join in the Beit Midrash. For those who prefer to join remotely the 
link is https://zoom.us/j/94337041561?pwd=K1Q2WVF5NE5yNFh4YXczRzdzVVUxZz09  
Amud Yomi, Motzei Shabbat 9:30pm— https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
 
Shabbat, January 22nd, 8:15am– Beit Midrash– Rambam Shiur, given by Rabbi Yaakov Blau. 
 
Shailot Utshuvot Shiur with Elie Berman is cancelled this week, Shabbat, January 22nd and will resume on Shabbat, January 29th. 
 
Shabbat, January 22nd, Between Mincha and Maariv– Main Shul–  Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Strauchler. 
 
Rabbi Adler’s Gemara Shiur is cancelled this week, Monday, January 24th and will resume on Monday, January 31st. 
 
Tuesday, January 25th, 2pm- Leah Silver’s Siddur v'Sidra. Virtual class. To join the class, go to https://chat.whatsapp.com/IQqNOA4O5Kj1TQXMXmPXjR. 
 
Rabbi Strauchler’s Tanach Shiur Series is cancelled this week, Tuesday, January 25th and will resume on Tuesday, February 1st. 
 
Rabbi Adler’s Women’s Chumash Shiur is cancelled this week, Wednesday, January 26th and will resume on Wednesday, February 2nd. 
 
Wednesday, January 26th, 7:40pm– Main Shul– Rabbi Wiener’s Shiurim Series. There will be two chaburot. The first, from 7:40-8pm, will cover selected 
topics from classical works of mussar, Chovot Halevavot and Mesilat Yesharim.  The second, from 8-8:40pm, will be led by Rabbi Wiener, discussing a 
Daf Yomi Be’iyun chabura. Daf Yomi and non-Daf Yomi learners are welcome. 
 
Wednesday, January 26th, 7:45pm. Rinat Chavruta Initiative (RCI). Open to men and women (age 14+) and to learners of all levels. There will be snacks 
and a sho'eil umeishiv each week to help answer questions. To be matched with a chavruta, go to https://tinyurl.com/52b8dehy. If you would like to 
sponsor the program, help out or have any questions, email chavruta@rinat.org. For additional information, go to https://www.rinat.org/chavruta. 
 
Rabbi Adler’s Mishna Shiur is cancelled this week, Wednesday, January 26th and will resume on Wednesday, February 2nd. 
 
“The Spirit of the Sedra” with Rabbi Effy Unterman is cancelled this week, Wednesday, January 26th, and will resume on Wednesday, February 2nd. 
 
Thursday, January 27th, 8:30pm– Via Zoom– Parshat Hashavua Shiur, Rabbi Yehoshua Katz.  https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, February 6th, 9:30am– Via Zoom– Rabbi Dr. Zvi Leshem. "Shmita: From Heter to Hakhel As Seen Through the NLI Collections."   
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, February 6th, 8pm– Private Home– A Discussion of Jonathan Franzen’s “Crossroads” facilitated by Nancy Edelman. For more details, email 
adulted@rinat.org. 
 
Sunday, February 20th, 9:30am– Via Zoom– “The Golan Through War and Peace,” presented by Shulie Mishkin.  This virtual tiyul is the third part of a 
four part series and is sponsored by Reva & Aaron Tokayer in loving memory of Ilan Tokayer, z”l, as part of the IDF Kiddush initiative. 
 
Sunday, February 20th, 8pm- “American Shtetl: The Story of the Satmar Village of Kiryas Joel,” presented by Professor David Myers and Professor Nomi 
Stolzenberg. https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Motzei Shabbat, March 5th, 8:30pm– Via Zoom– Professor Jordan Katz. “Naming and Shaming: Illegitimate Births Among Early Modern Jews.”   
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Adult Education’s Upcoming Events Whatsapp group- https://chat.whatsapp.com/J1JESU6Uzje1AIos32Ic75. 
 
For recordings of recent webinars/shiurim, go to https://www.rinat.org/rinatwebinars#. 
 
To sponsor adult education programs, go to https://www.rinat.org/form/Adult-Education%20sponsorship.html.  

Acting As If: The Power of Pretending in Times 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z0oqFGvJOuKqIsFcMCn-

Rabbi Strauchler Daily Divrei Halacha Whatsapp group. https://chat.whatsapp.com/LyYb5HdlbNmLj78GMfG44P. To sponsor, go to 
 https://www.rinat.org/form/Rabbi-Strauchlers-whatsapp-shiur.html.  

To sign up for Rabbi Weiner’s Mishna Yomit Whatsapp group, go to https://chat.whatsapp.com/E7Ua880sAQuEL16RlxsX1v. Spon-
sored by Becky & Avi Katz and Family, in loving memory of Becky's father, David Grossman z''l,  דוד בן מנחם מונישז 

May the learning serve as an aliyah for his neshama. 

Rabbi Adler will be resuming his What’s App shiur on Wednesday. The shiur on tefillah will continue with the study of tefillot 
Shabbat and focus on Shacharit. To join, go to https://chat.whatsapp.com/C0yyJ4F45IAHqnFu4QIkvR 
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Youth Events 

    Family/Communal Events 



Teen Events 



Adult Education Events 


