
Tammuz 16 5781/June 25th & 26th, 2021 
Parshat Balak 

Weekday Davening 
June 27th– 2nd 
Sun, June 27th 
Fast of Tammuz 
Fast Begins  4:14am 
Fast Ends  9:07pm 
 
Indoor Minyan—Main Sanctuary 
Shacharit 
Sun   7, 8, 9am 
Mon, Thurs   6:20, 7:20am 
Tues, Wed, Fri   6:30, 7:30am 
 
Outdoor Minyan 
Shacharit 
Sun  8:45am 
Mon, Thurs   7am 
Tues, Wed, Fri  7:05am 
 
Indoor Minyan– Main Sanctuary 
 
Mincha 
Sun  1:45pm 
 
Mincha/Maariv 
Mon- Thurs  6:45pm 
 
Mincha/Maariv  
Sun  8:05pm 
Mon-Thurs  8:20pm 
 
Outdoor Minyan 
Mincha/Maariv  
Sun   8:10pm 
Mon-Thurs   8:25pm 
July 2nd 
Candle Lighting   7:15/8:13pm 

WEEKLY BRIEF 
 

Shabbat Schedule 
Plag Mincha/Maariv  6:40pm 
Candle Lighting  7:15/8:13pm 
Mincha/Maariv  
Outdoor Tent  7pm 
Main Sanctuary  7pm 
Beit Midrash  
 8:15pm 
 
Shabbat Morning 
Sof Zman Kriyat Shma   9:12am 
Shacharit- 
Main Shul   7am 
Beit Midrash  8am 
Social Hall   8:30am 
Outdoor Tent   8:45am 
Main Shul   9am 
Youth Groups  9am 
Shailot UTshuvot Shiur  10:30am 
 Beit Midrash קריאת שמע על המטה וברכת המפיל
Tot Shabbat   10:30am 
Outdoors, behind the Beit Midrash 
 
Shabbat Afternoon 
Mincha-  
Main Sanctuary  2pm 
Backyard Lecture Series  6pm 
328 Ogden Avenue, Allen home 
Pre-Mincha Shiur, Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Jaffe 
   6:55pm 
Main Sanctuary 
Mincha- 
Main Sanctuary  7:55pm 
Followed by Rabbi Adler’s Gemara shiur in the Main Shul 
Outdoor Tent  8:15pm 
Maariv- 
Main Sanctuary  9:05pm 
 
Shabbat Ends  9:14pm 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI ADLER 
Chaveireinu HaYikarim, 
    I hope you and your family are well. If 
one were to read our parsha simply based 
on Pshat, a simple reading of the text, and 
not be influenced by midrashic 
interpretation, we notice that Bilam 
constantly tells Balak that he will only do 
that which HKBH directs him to do. But 

three different expressions are used to convey the same idea . 
 whatever HaShem puts in my, כל אשר ישים בפי אותו הדבר  (1
mouth, I will speak . 2)  אותו אעשה   , I will do. 3)  אותו אשמור

 .I , I will guard it to eventually say itלדבר 
Ibn Ezra comments on the Aseret HaDibrot that there are three 
types of mitzvot actions, speech and thought. For mitzvot 
between man and G-D, thought is most significant and hence, 
the first commandment is thought, to believe in  G-D, followed 
by the mitzvah of speech, such as not to swear falsely in the 
name of G-D, and then concludes with a mitzvah of action, to 
observe the Shabbat.  
     For mitzvot between man and fellow man, the order is 
reversed. Action is most significant. Do not kill, do not steal, 
proceeds to speech, not to swear falsely, and moves to 
thought, for not coveting your neighbor. Based on Bilam’s 
advice, we are to follow HKBH in all three realms , in thought, in 
speech and in deeds. As Sunday is the fast of the 17th of 
Taamuz, it is most appropriate to follow his example.  
Shabbat Shalom, 
Yosef Adler 

WEEKLY BRIEF DEADLINE 

We want to announce your Mazal Tov. Please submit your announcement information to 
weeklybrief@rinat.org by WEDNESDAY at noon. To sponsor the Weekly Brief, visit www.rinat.org/
wbsponsor.  

Save the date! Shabbat, July 31st  
Gala Kiddush in honor of Rabbi Yosef Adler our Mara D’Atra of 43 years - on his final Shabbat 
at the helm of Rinat. More details to 
follow. 

Rabbi's Note 
The topic we are up to in Gemara shiur this Shabbat is “Women and Zimmun .“ All women 
and men are cordially invited to the shiur after Mincha.  

mailto:weeklybrief@rinat.org
http://www.rinat.org/wbsponsor
http://www.rinat.org/wbsponsor


RINAT ROUNDUP 

Dear friends, 
 
I hope you’re enjoying the beginning of the summer and are able to take advantage 
of the variety of learning programs Rinat has to offer both on Zoom and in person. 
As many of you know from our membership emails, we are already preparing for 
our Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur minyanim. The deadline for Early Bird 
pricing is June 30th. Full members will still be able to reserve seats after that 
deadline, but not at the discounted rate. On July 11th, available seats will be open 
to non-members. 
  

Our general membership meeting will take place this coming Wednesday evening on Zoom. I hope you 
will join. 
  
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, z”l, shares a beautiful thought on Parshat Balak: Bilam, the pagan prophet, is 
a most unlikely vehicle for Hashem’s blessings. Devarim Rabbah 1:4 suggests that Hashem chose Bilam 
to bless Bnei Yisrael because when an enemy issues a blessing it cannot be dismissed as mere 
favoritism. But that is Hashem's way. He chose an aged, infertile couple to be the grandparents of the 
Jewish people. He chose a man who had difficulty speaking to be the mouthpiece of His Word. And He 
chose Bilam, who hated Israel, to be the messenger of His love.  
 
Rabbi Sacks, z”l, suggests that this is what the story is about: not Balak, or Bilam, or Moav, or Midian, or 
what happened next. It is about Hashem’s love for a people, its strength and resilience, its willingness to 
be different, its modesty and family life,  and its ability to outlive empires. Rabbi Sacks z”l cites 
Rambam’s understanding that Hashem’s acts have a moral message for us (Hilchot Deot 1:6) and 
explains that Hashem is teaching us that love can turn curses into blessings. It is the only force capable 
of defeating hate. Love heals the wounds of the world.  A very timely message as we begin the Three 
Weeks. 
  
As we learn of the horrific tragedy in Surfside, our thoughts and prayers are with the community, 
families and friends of those injured and missing. This Sunday is the 17th of Tammuz. Let’s hope and pray 
that Hashem hears our prayers and brings an end to the devastating events and tragedies of this past 
year. 
 
Shabbat Shalom and best wishes for an easy fast, 
Bina 
 
 

 

LEARNING SPONSORSHIP 
Leah & Jonathan Adler in memory of Leah’s mother, Rachel Balsam,  רחל בת דוד וחנה, z”l. 
Jere & Mitchell Esral in commemoration of the 13th yahrzeit of Aliza Esral, a"h, Aliza Chaya bat  
Nachum Leib v'Naomi, on the 13th of Tammuz.   
Ann & Shlomo Sudry in memory of Sara bat Gracia, z”l. 



GABBAI NOTE– HAKARAT HATOV 
 
With the Three Weeks not yet upon us, it is a tad early to discuss Chodesh Elul - but yet Tehillim 27 comes to mind.  Dovid haMelech has but one request from the 
Ribono Shel Olam: .שבתי בבית ד' כל ימי חיי לחזות בנעם ד' ולבקר בהיכלו  The Vilna Gaon famously highlights the inherent contradiction within this pasuk.  Is Dovid 
haMelech asking to live ( ) in the house of Hashem or simply to visit שבתי(   ?Why this dichotomy  לבקר(?
  
The Gaon explains that there is a sharp contrast in one's behavior when a person dwells in familiar surroundings as opposed to when one merely "visits".  A full-time 
resident grows comfortable and as a result of the familiarity, at times forgoes propriety whereas a guest often remains formal and exceedingly po-
lite while comporting oneself with proper decorum .  A resident follows a routine while a visitor excites at that which is novel and fresh.  Halevai that the routine 
of hanachat tefillin that we perform every day should parallel the excitement of a bar mitzvah boy donning tefillin for the very first time - with kavana, pride 
and simcha shel mitzvah.  Dovid haMelech asks to dwell perpetually in the House of Hashem, but to experience it as a guest or visitor. 
  
When my family and I moved from Boston to the Rinat community 13 years ago, everything was new and exciting.  I vividly recall how we were welcomed warmly by 
President Orin Golubchik and his family, and how Gabbai Rishon Avi Katz and Main Minyan Gabbai Aaron Friedman invited me to daven and lein, to assist in our 
adjustment and to help us feel at home in our new home.  Most importantly, I recall hanging on every word uttered by my new rav.  Every shiur, every drasha, every 
sermon delivered by Rabbi Adler reminded us just how fortunate we were to land in such an incredible kehilla. 
  
Four years ago when I was first invited to serve as Gabbai Rishon, the overarching emotion was one of anxiety rather than excitement.  But, fortunately, I was not 
alone - far from it.  Hillel Adler and Avi Katz, my immediate predecessors, served - and continue to serve to this day - as indispensable mentors to me, generously 
sharing their sagacious insight and experience.  My stated goal from the outset was to allow the shul to function precisely as it had prior to my arrival.  If everyone 
simply assumed that Hillel was still gabbai - that was sufficient affirmation for me that mine was a job well done! 
  
I had the privilege to work with President Jonathan Kukin whose dedication, professionalism, warmth and engaging "people skills" cannot be overstated.  Rinat 
continues to benefit from his guidance and wisdom.  Thank you to Adina Kirschner, Rinat office manager, who assisted me in so many ways and who worked tireless-
ly on behalf of the shul.  
  
While this is certainly not an exhaustive list (and please forgive me those whom I neglected to include), I do want to express my sincere gratitude to the indefatigable 
gabbaim who worked in the trenches every day - often sacrificing their own tefilla (not to mention their own personal time) to assist the kehilla: Avi Katz, Aaron 
Stifel, Howie Friedman, Danny Levin, Jay Forman, Jonathan Rimberg, Noah Wasserman, Tavi Koslow, Manny Landau and Shalom and Ari Krischer.  To the gabbaim 
who made every Shabbat and Yom Tov feel like a well-oiled machine: Ranon ("The") Mann, Ari Mermelstein, Yossi Faber and Yoni Lieber.  Teaneck was an  עיר ואם

 .and Rinat was a major centerpieceבישראל 
  
...and then came Covid. 
  
The shuls were closed.  Communal life came to a grinding halt.  Fear and anxiety spread - primarily for everyone's health and personal safety, but also for the poten-
tially lethal toll the pandemic might exact, G-d Forbid, on our communal institutions.  When the RCBC gave notice that minyanim could carefully resume in the most 
measured of fashion, heroes emerged.  In order to effect bein adam lamakom, bein adam l'chaveiro reigned. 
  
Concurrent with the formation of the backyard minyanim - and much has been expressed, and should continue to be expressed, about the noble, courageous and 
epic role these minyanim played in supporting our kehilla at large - planning immediately began as to how we could responsibly reopen our precious makom tefilla.   
 

And people stepped forward: individuals like Josh Sultanik who, as head of the House Committee, explored, researched and implemented measures to ensure the 
safety of our physical building to allow for people to return in as safe a fashion as possible;  individuals like Paul Malek who tended to the security needs for the shul 
whether inside or outside of the building; individuals like Doug Dubitsky and Martin Tollinsky who were always ready at a moment's notice to literally do anything 
for the shul;  individuals like Robbie Mendeles who made returning to shul a top priority when he closed his own backyard minyan, and did whatever was necessary 
to allow minyanim to take place in the building. 
  
Those early days of mid-summer were tough as the numbers were lean and the resources thin.  We operated through the fog of war with severely constrained visi-
bility.  On virtually every issue, we encountered two diametrically opposed responses: “how dare you?” and “what’s taking you so long?”.   
  
But like the bar mitzvah boy with his tefillin, every deliberate step was new and exhilarating.  Each new person who entered the building for the first time evoked 
excitement.  Each new face provided a source of chizuk and inspiration.  Each small restoration towards tefilla k’tikuna offered hope and yearning. 
  
And the assistance simply continued.  I want to express enormous hakarat hatov to Yossi Prager, Doni Strauss and Michael Segal for shouldering an incredible lein-
ing load - across multiple minyanim - for months on end!  To Seth Landa, Noah Wasserman, Yossi Faber, Yoni Lieber and Orin Golubtchik for volunteering to run 
minyanim under the most stressful of conditions.  To Ari Mermelstein and Howie Friedman for contributions that are so sincerely appreciated. 
  
It's difficult to find the words to even describe the workload shouldered by Elissa Yurowitz, our Executive Director, during the past 12 months.  I have no doubt that 
when she accepted the position at Rinat she had visions of capital campaigns and physical plant improvements and expansions and enhancements.  But when the 
unconscionably tedious necessity arose - she was there.  When the hours in the day morphed into the night - she was there.  When Friday moved uncomfortably 
close to Shabbat - she was there.  I had a bird's eye seat - trust me, she was there and there is no way our shul could have functioned had she not been there at 
every turn. 
  
In the second perek of Breisheet, the Torah states  ויבן ד' אלוקים את הצלע- literally Hashem constructed a rib.  The Midrash Lekach Tov however “fleshes” (sorry) out 
the context.  When it’s time to build a living, breathing, animated entity from mere bones, when nothing exists but a frame which then requires heroic courage, 
effort, wisdom and sensitivity to develop, when there’s potential which needs to be realized but where most can barely grasp the vision…the Midrash explains  ויבן– 

what’s vital and critical is !!בינה יתירה  We at Rinat have been the privileged beneficiaries of truly remarkable !!בינה יתירה 

  
 ,Our shul is incredibly blessed to have Bina's continued leadership, and incredibly privileged to have such a dedicated, energetic  אחת שאלתי מאת ד' אותה אבקש.

kind and insightful incoming Gabbai Rishon as Noah Wasserman to assist our outstanding new Mara d’Atra. 
  
Thank you Bina.  Thank you Noah.  Thank you gabbaim.  Thank you everyone.  B'ezrat Hashem, may you all help take Rinat m'chayil el chayil. 
David 



MAZAL TOV 
Dianne & Stan Bekritsky, Lauren Karben and Ryan Karben on becoming great grandparents and grandparents, 
respectively, to a baby boy born to Michal & Shloimy Eichler in Ramat Beit Shemesh. 
Yocheved & Bennett Deutsch on the bat mitzvah of their granddaughter, Yissca Emunah, daughter of Chana & Eliyahu 
Deutsch of HaIr HaAtika, Yerushalayim.     

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-2022 
The meeting will take place on June 30th at 8:30pm via Zoom. Voting will take place online via Survey Monkey. 
 
Nominees for Executive Board     Nominees to Serve Two-Year Term (expiring 2023) 
President   Bina Faber   Doug Dubitsky 
First Vice President  Michael Richmond*  Bruce Feder 
Second Vice President  Leah Adler   Elana Lefkovitz 
Treasurer   Josh Goldsmith 
Assistant Treasurer  Riki Landa   Nominees to Serve One-Year Term (expiring 2022) 
Financial Secretary  Faye Landes   Shira Forman 
Asst. Financial Secretary  Adam Loskove*   Moshe Gelbtuch 
Corresponding Secretary  Jeff Kohn   Daniel Meier 
Recording Secretary  Debby Teicher   Michael Rifkind 
Gabbai Rishon   Noah Wasserman* 
Past President   Jonathan Kukin   Board Members Serving Second Year of Two-Year  
        Term (expiring 2022) 
Nerot Representative      Becky Katz 
Aliza Friedlander       Erik Kessler  
        Natan Krohn 
Italics indicates new member of the Board.  
*Asterik indicates new member of the Executive Board. 

IDF SOLDIERS FOR OUR TEFILLOT 

Please include in your tefilot IDF soldiers from the Rinat family currently serving in the IDF: Talya Agus, Ben An-
tosofsky, Chana Brody, Lior Chasid, Simi Glicksman,  Yehuda Gross, Shira Gelb, Eitan Klavan, Menachem Kla-
van, Zachary Kohn, Benjamin Kooijmans, Asher Chaim Krohn, Dovi Kwalbrun, Raanan Kwalbrun, Azi Lieber, 
Yonadav Rimberg, Tzvi Silver and Yael Zaretsky. Please email office@rinat.org, to add a name to this list. 

WEEKLY PUBLICATION 
To access this week’s Israel Report, go to https://tinyurl.com/4sta5vm9. 
To access this week’s Sam Weingard comic, go to https://tinyurl.com/u3tzzsw4. 
To access this week’s Linzer Report, go to  https://library.yctorah.org/2021/06/believing-is-seeing-2021/. 

CONDOLENCES 
Shari Baran on the passing of her beloved father, Mr. James Schlesinger, z”l. 
Shari will sit shiva at her mother's home at 4 Mineola Avenue in Roslyn, NY during the following times: 
Sunday, June 27th from 12pm- 8:30pm and Monday, June 28th from 12pm- 8:30pm.  
Shari will sit shiva at her home in Teaneck, 1351 Princeton Road, during the following times: 
Friday, June 25th from 8am- 5pm (Mincha at 5pm) and Sunday, June 27th from 9am- 10:30am (Shacharit with selichot for 
the Fast of Tammuz at 7:30am). 
 
To help provide meals or otherwise offer chesed, please contact Joanne Kornbluth at jzkornbluth@gmail.com. 
 
May the Baran family be comforted among the mourners of Tzion v'Yerushalayim.  

YOETZET INITIATIVE SUMMER EVENT 
Tuesday, July 6th, 8pm– To register and/or donate, go to https://www.rinat.org/yoetzet2021#. In person option available in the  
Social Hall. To join via Zoom, go to https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 

mailto:adina@rinat.org
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ADULT EDUCATION 

Daf Yomi, Sunday—Friday, 7:40am, Motzei Shabbat 9:30pm 
WhatsApp group https://chat.whatsapp.com/BTaIOz3RSdq7u79DF2A5E9 
Mishna Yomit, Monday—Friday, 6:10am and Sunday, 7:40am. All are welcome to join in the Beit Midrash with social distancing and wearing masks. For those 
who prefer to join remotely the link is  
https://zoom.us/j/94337041561?pwd=K1Q2WVF5NE5yNFh4YXczRzdzVVUxZz09  
Amud Yomi, Motzei Shabbat 9:30pm— https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
 
Shabbat, June 26th, 6:55pm– Rabbi Dr. Yaakov Jaffe, "Did Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein Conceive of More Equal Avenues of Religious Expression for 
Women?"  Located in the Main Sanctuary. For source materials, go to https://www.rinat.org/source-materials. 
 
Shabbat, June 26th, between Mincha and Maariv– Rabbi Adler’s Gemara Shiur. 
 
Sunday, June 27th, 9:30am– The Jewish Footprint in Seville– A Virtual Journey, presented by Moises Hassan-Amselem.   
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, June 27th, 10:30am– Perek Chezkat Habatim Summer Gemara Shiur Series with Rabbi Wiener.  
http://zoom.us/j/5132696991 Password: RinatUlpan 
 
Monday, June 28th, 8pm– Rabbi Adler’s Gemara Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Tuesday, June 29th, 2pm- Leah Silver’s Siddur v'Sidra. Virtual class. To join the class, go to https://chat.whatsapp.com/IQqNOA4O5Kj1TQXMXmPXjR. 
 
Tuesday, June 29th, 7pm- Beginner/Intermediate Ulpan Class Series with Keren Ashram. To register, go to  https://www.rinat.org/kerenashramulpanseries. To 
join, go to http://zoom.us/j/5132696991 Password: RinatUlpan 
 
Tuesday, June 29th, 8pm- Advanced Ulpan Class Series with Keren Ashram. To register, go to https://www.rinat.org/kerenashramulpanseries.   
http://zoom.us/j/5132696991 Password: RinatUlpan 
 
Wednesday, June 30th, 12:15pm– Rabbi Adler’s Chumash Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Wednesday, June 30th, 8pm– Rabbi Adler’s Mishna Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Sunday, July 4th, 9:30am– Agnon Lecture Series: Stories Related to the 3 Weeks with Rabbi Jeffrey Saks. Agnon’s “The Kerchief.” Please read the assigned story 
before the event. One can attend either of the events or both. https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, July 5th, 8:55am– Legal Holiday Shiur– Rabbi Donny Besser. “Bentching on a :חצי כוסA Key to Galut Survival.”  Located in the Social Hall or on Zoom. 
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, July 11th, 9:30am– Agnon Lecture Series: Stories Related to the 3 Weeks with Rabbi Jeffrey Saks. Agnon’s “Peace Eternal.” Please read the assigned story 
before the event. One can attend either of the events or both. https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Sunday, July 11th, 8pm– Dr. Sonia Gollance.  "Mixed Dancing and Jewish Modernity."  https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
For recordings of recent webinars/shiurim, go to.https://www.rinat.org/rinatwebinars#. 
 
To sponsor adult education programs, go to https://www.rinat.org/form/Adult-Education%20sponsorship.html  

Acting As If: The Power of Pretending in Times 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z0oqFGvJOuKqIsFcMCn-

NEROT 
Shabbat, June 26th, 6pm– Week 3 hosted at the Allen home, 328 Ogden Avenue. 
Join your friends on Shabbat afternoons in neighborhood backyards throughout 
the summer months (weather permitting). Rabbi Wiener will take you on “A 
Journey Through the Siddur.” The structure and content of the siddur will be 
analyzed beginning with Shabbat davening. Please bring a siddur. To host a 
lecture, please contact Michelle at michelle.joey.london@gmail.com. 
 
Save the Date– Sunday, August 1st, 8pm– Nerot Art Event. More details to 
follow. 
 
Feldenkrais lessons are fascinating and fun!  Monday – Friday, 11:30am-12:30pm.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795?
pwd=Z0VpaVRkaDNMTzFjeGEvVHltOTFBQT09 
Classes are taught by Joyce Bendavid OTR GCFP 
Please call with questions 201-759-4222 JBendavidOTR@gmail.com 

YOUTH NEWS 
Shabbat, June 26th, 9am until the conclusion of the 9am minyan- 
Drop off and pick up in front of shul. Between 9:15am-10:15am, 
children will be escorted to Whittier park and supervised by our group 
leaders. Questions? E-mail youth@rinat.org N/PK– 5th grade groups. 
Davening, Parsha, games, with prepackaged snacks to go! Each group 
will be limited to 15 children. All children will need to wear a 
mask.  Sign up is mandatory. Go to www.rinat.org/youthgroups#. 
 
Shabbat, June 26th, 10:30am– Tot Shabbat– outdoors, behind the 
Beit Midrash. 
 
Sunday, June 27th, 9:30am, Parsha with Rabbi Wiener for 3rd-6th 
grade boys/girls https://zoom.us/j/3878128127.  

ADULT EDUCATION WHATSAPP GROUPS 
Rabbi Adler’s WhatsApp shiur—on Raayanot HaTefilah— sign up at https://chat.whatsapp.com/EDRHwMguJckJOhqmVYtWZD 
Adult Education’s Upcoming Events Whatsapp group- https://chat.whatsapp.com/J1JESU6Uzje1AIos32Ic75 
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