
Tevet 28 5781/December 31st, 2021 and January 1st, 2022 
Shabbat Mevarchim Parshat Vaera 

Weekday Schedule 
January 2nd– 7th 
 
Shacharit  
Sun 7:00, 8:00, 9:00am (Main) 
 8:00am (Tent) 
Mon 6:10, 7:10am (Main) 
Rosh Chodesh Shevat 7:00, 8:00am (Beit Midrash) 
Tues, Wed, Fri 6:30, 7:30am (Main) 
 7:05, 8:00am (Beit Midrash) 
Thurs 6:20, 7:20am (Main) 
 7:00, 8:00am (Beit Midrash) 
 
Mincha 
Sun              12:45pm (Main) 
 
Mincha/Maariv 
Sun- Fri 4:25pm (Main) 
 
Maariv  
Mon-Thurs 7:30pm (Main) 
Sun-Thurs 9:15pm (Main) 
 
January 7th 
Candle Lighting 4:26pm 

WEEKLY BRIEF 

 

Shabbat Schedule 
Candle Lighting  4:19pm 
Mincha/Maariv  
Main Shul   4:20pm 
Beit Midrash  4:20pm 
Tent   4:20pm 
 
Shabbat Morning 
Sof Zman Kriyat Shma   9:40am 
Shacharit- 
Main Shul   7am 
Rambam Shiur  8:15am 
Beit Midrash   
Shacharit   8:30am 
Beit Midrash   
Main Shul   9am 
Social Hall– Masked Only 9am 
Tent   9am 
Teen Minyan   Cancelled 
Youth Groups  9am 
Tot Shabbat  10:30am 
Beit Midrash Backroom 
Shailot Utshuvot Shiur  10:30am 
“May One Use  צדקהFunds For Anything Other Than 
Donations To Poor People?” 
Beit Midrash 
Daf Yomi   10:30am 
Beit Midrash 
  
Shabbat Afternoon 
Mincha 
Main Shul   2pm, 4:05pm 
Mincha, followed by Maariv 4:20pm 
Tent 
 
Jr. High Mishna Shiur   Between Mincha and 
Beit Midrash Back Room Maariv 
High School Shiur  Between Mincha and 
Classroom C  Maariv 
Gemara Shiur  Between   
with Rabbi Strauchler  Mincha and Maariv 
Main Shul    
 
Maariv 
Main Shul    5:15pm 
Shabbat Ends  5:21pm 
 
Parent/Child Learning  6:10pm 
Beit Midrash and via Zoom 

A MESSAGE FROM RABBI STRAUCHLER 
 

MEANING AND FREEDOM 

Parsha Vaera begins mid-conversation. Moshe has failed in 

his first attempt to free the Jewish people. Rather than 

improving their condition, his efforts only made things worse. 

He returns to Hashem dejected. In the last pasuk of last 

week’s parsha, Hashem responds, “You will see that which I 

will do to Pharaoh for with a great hand he will send them 

and with a great hand he will cast them out from his land.” 

The Torah does not tell us how Moshe responds to this 

affirmation.  

Our parsha picks up with Hashem continuing to instruct Moshe. Yet, Hashem’s words do not 

seem to alleviate Moshe’s concerns. We hear of Hashem’s relationships with Avraham, Yitzchak 

and Yaakov and Hashem’s commitment to fulfill the covenant with them. Why are these 

messages of history and faith relevant at this horrible moment? 

Rav Ovadia Sforno comments on the opening pasuk of our parsha:  

מקיים המציאות, לא ממציאו בלבד, אבל גם מקיימו, שאין לנמצאות שום ישות וקיום זולתי מה שאני  'אני ה
 :משפיע עליהם, כאמרו ואתה מחיה את כלם ומזה יתחייב שאין לשום נמצא קיום מציאות בלתי רצוני

Hashem responds to Moshe’s concerns by changing his frame of reference. Pharaoh’s work 

quotas are irrelevant from the perspective of the מקיים המציאות . To free the Jewish people, 

Hashem asks Moshe to move away from Pharaoh’s perspective and to come closer to that of 

Divine creation and preservation: Freedom is not simply a physical reality – it depends upon a 

perspective of faith.  

Pharaoh had not only declined Moshe’s request to free the Jews. In penalizing the people for 

aspiring for freedom, Pharaoh also made a claim founded upon his own political perspective, “Do 

not reduce [the burden upon the Jews], for they are shirkers; that is why they cry, ‘Let us go and 

sacrifice to our Hashem!’”(5:8) Pharaoh asserts an interpretive framework. In his narrative, Jews 

are mere laborers. Hashem responds by asserting that the Jewish people are special. They are 

descendants of Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. They have a destiny, according to which Egyptian 

building quotas are meaningless. Hashem shows Moshe that freedom is a function of the stories 

we tell about ourselves. To become free we require languages (and perspectives) of redemption.  

This truth relates to our freedom, today. Freedom is more than the absence of taskmasters. We 

need reasons to live; we need directions for our freedom. Many would-be-pharaohs will attempt 

to impose their interpretive frameworks upon us. Faith provides us with alternative frames of 

meaning - אין לך בן חורין אלא מי שעוסק בתלמוד תורה. While we must never allow transient 

politics to corrupt our faith and our religious institutions – our faith must never forsake its 

eternal political implications. May our Torah continue to provide us the tools to enjoy ultimate 

freedom. 

To register for Congregation Rinat Yisrael’s 34th Annual Dinner, honoring  
Sheryl & Rabbi Yosef Adler, on Motzei Shabbat, February 12th, 8:30pm, go to  
https://www.rinat.org/dinner. To access Rabbi Adler’s video, go to  
https://vimeo.com/657125288/975740ab84. 

Beginning Tuesday, January 4th, 8pm– Rabbi Strauchler’s new Tanach Shi-
ur, “Yehoshua– The First Conquest.” A new Tanach Shiur devoted to classic  
readings of the rishonim and achronim along with modern understandings 
of these critical texts. Located in the Beit Midrash and via Zoom at  
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 

https://www.rinat.org/dinner
https://vimeo.com/657125288/975740ab84
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025


President’s Corner 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As cases of Covid rise in the community, I hope everyone who’s eligible for the 
booster vaccine will get it. As we continue to follow the CDC and Governor 
Murphy’s guidelines, I strongly encourage everyone to wear masks indoors to help 
protect each other and lower the transmission of Covid. Everyone who is not fully 

vaccinated (including boostered if applicable) aged 2 and up MUST be masked in the shul building. 
 
Last week we added a Shabbat morning masked minyan in the Social Hall at 9:00am, and it will meet 
again this week. All Shabbat minyanim will also meet in the tent and we’ve added a Sunday 
8:00am minyan in the tent as well. I hope those who are comfortable will find a space in shul or in the 
tent, to enable us to daven together as a Tzibbur.  
 
As wonderful as it is to daven Tefillah b’Tzibur, if you’re feeling under the weather, please daven at 
home and we look forward to seeing you and welcoming you back to shul when you’re feeling better. 
Also, if a  member of your household tests positive for Covid, or if you’ve had close contact with 
someone who tested positive for Covid, the rules stipulate that you must wear a mask indoors in 
heavily populated places, including shul and even the outdoor minyan, for 5 days if you’re vaccinated 
with a booster, or 10 days if otherwise. 
 
We have a busy week ahead at Rinat. This Sunday, Tour Guide Shuli Mishkin will bring us a little bit of 
Jerusalem with a virtual Tiyul at 9:30am. On Tuesday at 8 pm, Rabbi Strauchler will begin a shiur on 
Sefer Yeshoshua at 8:00pm in the Beit Medrash and on Zoom.  Rabbi Adler’s shiurim will continue to 
meet on zoom and, on Wednesday we have our Chavrutah Initiative in the Beit Midrash. In addition to 
the shiurim in person and on Zoom, Rabbi Strauchler’s WhatsApp dvar halacha is sent out daily and 
Rabbi Wiener recently began a Mishna Yomit WhatsApp. I hope you’ll take advantage of the many 
learning opportunities. 
 
As we bench the month of Shevat, I wish for all of us a month of good health, good news and “Chayim 
sheyimalu mishaalot libeinu l’tova." 
 
Shabbat Shalom, 
Bina 

LEARNING SPONSORSHIP 
Suzy & Will Schwartz in commemoration of Suzy's father, Jerry Greenman 
z"l, גרשון מרדכי בן יהושע מנחם 

WEEKLY BRIEF SPONSORSHIP 
Jacques Semmelman and his son David in celebration of Alyssa's wedding to 
Aaron Stolarov.  



UPCOMING EVENTS 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DINNER COMMITTEE 
In anticipation of this year's annual gala dinner taking place on February 12th, 2022, kindly send us your best 
pictures/videos/mementos of our honorees, Sheryl & Rabbi Adler. Send your materials to 
dinner2022@rinat.org, and please include an explanation of where and when they're from. We're looking 
forward to taking a trip down memory lane with you! 

MAZAL TOV 
Sheryl & Jeff Levine on the birth of a granddaughter, born to Kayla & Dani Levine. Mazal tov to brother, Jamie. 
Mazal tov to all the grandparents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins.   
Jacques Semmelman on the wedding of his daughter, Alyssa to Aaron Stolarov of Newton, MA.  Mazal tov to her 
brother, David. 
Debbi & Mark Silverman on the engagement of their granddaughter, Tali Safran, daughter of Aliza & Natan  
Safran, of Raanana to Ezra Silton, son of Sharon & Akiva Silton, of Chashmonaim.   

Year End Reminder 
With the end of the calendar year approaching, please consider reviewing your Rinat  
account for any open balances. Payments can be made by credit card or e-check by going to  
https://www.rinat.org/member or by check. Please contact the office at billing@rinat.org or by phone at 
201-837-2795, ext. 102, if you have any questions.  

There are many Chesed opportunities in the Rinat community. To become involved and be included 
in our database to assist other members of our kehillah, go to https://forms.gle/kNkbjobfCUJ1PDue7. 

Sunday, January 16th, 8:30pm – Rinat’s Social Action Committee’s Annual Martin Luther King Day Event. 
“Wrongful Conviction: The Story of Marty Tankleff.” To sponsor, email socialaction@rinat.org. Located in 
the Social Hall and via Zoom at https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 

To view a recording of the Installation of Rabbi Strauchler, go to https://youtu.be/_vsE6YW8If8.  

Friday, February 11th– Empty Nesters Dinner. More details to follow. 

CONDOLENCES 
Rabbi Elchanan Dulitz on the loss of his beloved father, Rabbi Label Dulitz, z”l.  
 
Dr. Kalman Stein on the loss of his beloved mother, Mrs. Sarah Stein, z”l, grandmother to Rivka & Baruch Stein 
and great-grandmother to Nechama, Eli, Joseph and Hadassah Stein. Shiva will take place tonight, Thursday, 
December 30th from 2-5pm and 7-9pm. Mincha/Maariv will take place at 4:20pm. Shiva will take place  
tomorrow, Friday, December 31st  from 10am-12pm. Shacharit will take place at 7:30am. 
 
To offer chessed, please contact Debby Nachbar at 201-951-7878. 
 
Mitch Vogel on the loss of his beloved father, Mr. Immanuel Vogel, z”l. Shiva will be observed at 432 Maitland 
Avenue, Teaneck, until Tuesday morning, January 4th. The family requests no  
visitors between 12pm and 1pm, and between 6pm and 7pm. Davening times are as follows: Shacharit for  
Friday, Monday and Tuesday is at 7:15am and on Sunday is at 8:30am. Mincha/Maariv is at 4:20pm.  
 
To send a card through Nerot, please contact Carrie Cooper at CandSCooper@gmail.com.  
 
May the Dulitz, Stein and Vogel families be comforted among the mourners of Tzion v'Yerushalayim.  
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Acting As If: The Power of Pretending in Times 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z0oqFGvJOuKqIsFcMCn-

YOUTH NEWS 
Groups for children in nursery - 6th grade 
meet on Shabbat mornings from 9 until the 
end of Mussaf. Between 9:15am-10:15am, 
children will be escorted to Whittier park and 
supervised by our group leaders. Questions? 
E-mail youth@rinat.org. All children will need 
to wear a mask.  
 
Tot Shabbat meets at 10:30am on Shabbat 
mornings, in the Beit Midrash Back Room. 
 
Parent/Child Learning meets on Motzei 
Shabbat, January 1st , 6:10pm in the Beit 
Midrash. Zoom option also available. 
http://zoom.us/j/89105338238 Passcode: 
PCLearn21. To sponsor, go to www.rinat.org/
form/Parent-Child-Learning-Sponsorship or 
email parentchild@rinat.org.  
 
Join the Rinat Youth WhatsApp group at 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/
GblOYKTqs9KGkZCjdmp3ny  

Meet the Members 
Whether you are new to Rinat or have been a member for 30 years, we would love to hear all about you and 
your family. To share your story, e-mail office@rinat.org. This week, meet our members, the Roth family. the 
Please visit our website at https://www.rinat.org/meet-our-members to get to know them. To get to know 
some of our other members, access our Meet The Members Flipbook at  
https://issuu.com/rinatyisrael/docs/meet_the_members_flipbook-_july_12th_2021?fr=sNzFhMjM5ODg4MzM. 

IDF SOLDIERS FOR OUR TEFILLOT 

Please include in your tefilot IDF soldiers from the Rinat family currently serving in the IDF: Talya Agus, Ben  
Antosofsky, Lior Chasid, Yehuda Gross, Eitan Klavan, Menachem Klavan, Zachary Kohn, Benjamin Kooijmans, 
Asher Chaim Krohn, Dovi Kwalbrun, Azi Lieber, Yonadav Rimberg and Yael Zaretsky. Please email 
office@rinat.org to add a name to this list. 

TEEN NEWS 
Teens are invited to join our whatsapp. Go to 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/J0sAEd6pdxLElsI0Us1luB for all the latest Rinat 
Teen news, events and happenings. 
 
Teen Ping Pong Night 
Postponed to be rescheduled at a later date. 
 
Teen Minyan is cancelled thos week and will resume on Shabbat, January 
8th. To sponsor a kiddush, go to  
https://www.rinat.org/form/teensponsorship. 
 
Jr. High Mishna Shiur 
The Junior High Mishna Shiur with Avi Katz takes place on Shabbat after-
noons between Mincha and Maariv. We will study the Mishnayot of Masech-
et Makkot.  All vaccinated Junior High school students, both girls and boys, 
are invited to attend. Students are required to wear masks. Located in the 
Beit Midrash Back Room.  
 
High School Shiur 
The High School Shiur with Terry Novetsky takes place on Shabbat  
afternoons between Mincha and Maariv. Located in Classroom C.  
 
Bar Mitzvah Program 2021 
(Remaining class dates are: 1/8, 1/15 and 1/22.)  A series of classes with 
Rabbi Strauchler takes place on Motzei Shabbat, 7– 8:15pm. Young men in 
the 7th grade are invited to prepare for their Bar Mitzvahs by studying   
Hilchot Tefillin, partaking in group discussions, Q & A, Chessed opportunities 
and other activities. Contact rabbistrauchler@rinat.org with questions. To 
register, go to  
https://www.rinat.org/form/Bar-Mitzvah-Program-2021.  
 
Bat Mitzvah Program 
(Class dates are 2/13. 2/27, 3/6, 3/13, 3/20. 3/27 and 4/3.) A series of classes 
coordinated by Avital Strauchler takes place on Sunday mornings, 10– 
11:30am. Girls ages 11 and 12 are invited to take part in Chavruta, Chessed 
and fun! Topics include Women in Halacha, Timeless lessons in Tanach, Tzed-
akah and Social Action and Becoming a Bat Mitzvah. To register, go to 
https://rinat.org/form/bat-mitzvah-program-2022.html. 

NEROT 
A new season of Feldenkrais Awareness through Movement Lessons has begun! The classes are taught by Joyce 
Bendavid OTR GCFP and focus on improving posture, coordination and general wellness. The 1 hour zoom class takes 
place while lying on the floor or sitting in a chair. Classes take place Monday through Friday, from 11:30am to 
12:30pm. The guided lesson is easy to follow and open to all. There is no charge. Sponsored by Nerot. For questions 
and to check in to confirm the schedule, email JBendavidOTR@gmail.com or call 201-759-4222. To join, go to  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5864270795 pwd=Z0VpaVRkaDNMTzFjeGEvVHltOTFBQT09. Meeting ID: 586 427 0795 
Passcode: 337785. 
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ADULT EDUCATION 

Daf Yomi, Sunday, 7:35am in shul , Monday-Friday, 7:05am in shul and Shabbat 10:30am in the Beit Midrash. 
For more details, join the WhatsApp group https://chat.whatsapp.com/KEEJNUfNHKb1RdfTxNMpZs 
Mishna Yomit, Monday—Friday, 6:10am and Sunday, 7:40am. All are welcome to join in the Beit Midrash. For those who prefer to join remotely the 
link is https://zoom.us/j/94337041561?pwd=K1Q2WVF5NE5yNFh4YXczRzdzVVUxZz09  
Amud Yomi, Motzei Shabbat 9:30pm— https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Shabbat, January 1st, 8:15am– Beit Midrash– Rambam Shiur. 
 
Shabbat, January 1st, 10:30am- Shailot Utshuvot Shiur with Elie Berman. “May One Use  צדקהFunds For Anything Other Than Donations To Poor 
People?” Located in the Beit Midrash. 
 
Shabbat, January 1st, Between Mincha and Maariv– Main Shul–  Gemara Shiur with Rabbi Strauchler. 
 
Sunday, January 2nd, 9:30am– Via Zoom- “Divided and Reunited: Jerusalem Between 1948 and 1967.” Presented by Shulie Mishkin. This virtual tiyul 
is the second part of a 4 part series and is sponsored by Reva & Aaron Tokayer in loving memory of Ilan Tokayer, z”l, as part of the IDF Kiddush 
initiative. https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Monday, January 3rd, 8pm- Rabbi Adler’s Gemara Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Tuesday, January 4th, 2pm- Leah Silver’s Siddur v'Sidra. Virtual class. To join the class, go to  
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IQqNOA4O5Kj1TQXMXmPXjR. 
 
Beginning Tuesday, January 4th, 8pm– Beit Midrash or via Zoom– Rabbi Strauchler’s new Tanach Shiur Series, “Yehoshua– The First Conquest.”  
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Wednesday, January 5th, 12:30pm– Rabbi Adler’s Women’s Chumash Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Wednesday, January 5th, 7:40pm– Main Shul– Rabbi Wiener’s Shiurim Series. There will be two chaburot. The first, from 7:40-8pm, will cover 
selected topics from classical works of mussar, Chovot Halevavot and Mesilat Yesharim.  The second, from 8-8:40pm, will be led by Rabbi Wiener, 
discussing a Daf Yomi Be’iyun chabura. Daf Yomi and non-Daf Yomi learners are welcome. 
 
Wednesday, January 5th, 7:45pm. Rinat Chavruta Initiative (RCI). Open to men and women (age 14+) and to learners of all levels. There will be 
snacks and a sho'eil umeishiv each week to help answer questions. To be matched with a chavruta, go to https://tinyurl.com/52b8dehy. If you would 
like to sponsor the program, help out or have any questions, email chavruta@rinat.org. For additional information, go to  
https://www.rinat.org/chavruta. 
 
Wednesday, January 5th, 8pm– Rabbi Adler’s Mishna Shiur. https://zoom.us/j/4066308747.  
 
Wednesday, January 5th, 9pm– Beit Midrash and via Zoom- “The Spirit of the Sedra” with Rabbi Effy Unterman.  
https://zoom.us/j/4653630025 password 8372795. 
 
Thursday, January 6th , 7pm– Ulpan Class Advanced Series Fall/Winter Semester with Keren Ashram. To register, go to 
https://www.rinat.org/form/keren-ashram-winter-ulpan-series-advanced.html. To join, go to http://zoom.us/j/5132696991 Password: RinatUlpan. 
 
Friday night, January 14th, 8:30pm– Social Hall– Oneg with Rabbi Yonah Berman. "Lo Yanum v'Lo Yishan: Nighttime Peril and Potential in Jewish 
Tradition."  This Shiur is in commemoration of the 12th yahrzeit of our beloved member, Bonnie Berman, a”h. 
 
Sunday, February 6th, 8pm– Private Home– A Discussion of Jonathan Franzen’s “Crossroads” facilitated by Nancy Edelman. For more details, email 
adulted@rinat.org. 
 
Adult Education’s Upcoming Events Whatsapp group- https://chat.whatsapp.com/J1JESU6Uzje1AIos32Ic75. 
 
 

For recordings of recent webinars/shiurim, go to https://www.rinat.org/rinatwebinars#. 
To sponsor adult education programs, go to https://www.rinat.org/form/Adult-Education%20sponsorship.html.  

Acting As If: The Power of Pretending in Times 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z0oqFGvJOuKqIsFcMCn-

Rabbi Strauchler Daily Divrei Halacha Whatsapp group. https://chat.whatsapp.com/LyYb5HdlbNmLj78GMfG44P. To sponsor, go to 
 https://www.rinat.org/form/Rabbi-Strauchlers-whatsapp-shiur.html.  

To sign up for Rabbi Weiner’s Mishna Yomit Whatsapp group, go to https://chat.whatsapp.com/E7Ua880sAQuEL16RlxsX1v. 
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Youth Events 



Teen Events 



Family/Communal Events 



Adult Education Events 


