
Dear Friends,  
 
We rarely take the time to reflect on and appreciate the gifts that we have in our lives, especially the ones closest to 
us that we cherish and hold so dear. This year, upon the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel, 
we are inspired to take a moment out of our busy routines to celebrate this monumental milestone, one that Jewish 
people who lived just a generation ago could only pray for and dream about.   It is equally important for us to reflect 
and appreciate  the idealism and sacrifices that young men and women in the IDF have been making to keep that 
dream alive and present. 
 
On Shabbat Parshat Tazria-Metzora, April 21th, we will once again hold a kiddush after the main and teen 
minyanim, in memory of our beloved son, Ilan Tokayer z”l.  Now in its 14th year since Jonny BenDavid initiated 
this kiddush at Bnai Yeshurun , the annual Kiddush raises funds for the IDF - funds that soldiers receive and utilize 
almost every day. Several shuls have joined in this community effort in Ilan’s memory, and last year, we again, 
collectively raised and contributed over $80,000 to several important organizations and projects.  
The organizations who have collectively been receivers of the funds of the kiddush, all write to thank the Rinat 
community for their help.  As non profits, they depend on these donations to provide services to  lone soldiers, 
wounded  soldiers, traumatized and discharged soldiers and basic day to day needs of combat units in the IDF 
 
On a personal note, we are deeply moved and grateful that our community continues to honor Ilan’s memory in this 
way.  Like so many other sons and daughters in our community, Ilan, at a young age, realized his own sense of 
obligation and stood up to the challenge, veering from a traditional course in order to volunteer and live what he 
believed For his yahrzeit, we continue to celebrate his passion and honor those in our shul that make those 
same idealistic choices today. 
 
 
We sponsor the kiddush in full so that 100% of your donations will go to support five worthwhile organizations 
which provide essential resources for our soldiers, ranging from basic supplies to medical needs, as well as social 
and therapeutic services.  
All collected funds will be allocated in their entirety to:  

● Yashar LaChayal (www.yasharlachayal.com): purchases, collects and packages much-needed supplies 
and gives them directly to the soldiers on the front; 

● Beit Halochem (www.zdvo.org/fidv): offers much needed services to wounded and handicapped soldiers; 
● Friends of the IDF (www.fidf.org): funds educational, social, cultural, and recreational programs for 

soldiers and supports the families of fallen soldiers;  
● Bishvil Machar (www.traumaweb.org): helps transition young soldiers back to civilian life while dealing 

with a wide range of post traumatic issues. 
● Lone Soldier Center (www.lonesoldiercenter.com) Provides a variety of  logistical, social and other 

support specifically for lone soldiers in the IDF.  
 
This year,  as we celebrate the 70th year of independence for Israel, our deep interest in Israel remains 
critical, but our community empowers itself even more by offering its support and assistance. In addition to 
our tefillot for Chayalei Yisroel and our members who are currently serving, your financial support is vital to 
strengthening  the resolve of our soldiers and their families. By generously donating to the IDF Kiddush, Ilan’s ideals 
and goals live on, and you are stating clearly and loudly that you are with our young men and women serving in the 
IDF for our benefit and keeping the dream alive. 
What makes this kiddush so successful and so personally meaningful is the amount of people that 
contribute in whatever way they can.  We hope we can count on you to participate in this shared value together.  
 
With heartfelt appreciation, 
Reva and Aaron Tokayer  
 
Please note: If you have any children or grandchildren currently or previously serving in the IDF that were not 
included last year, please email their names to revatokayer@gmail.com so we may honor them this year. 


