THE MOTHER’S ROLE IN EDUCATING CHILDREN

In memory of Mrs. Pnina Schacter
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Congregation Rinat Yisrael
Sunday, October 31, 2021
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A Tribute to the Rebbitzen of Telne

pass on? I admit that I am not able to define precisely the _mas-
soretic role of the Jewish mather. Only by circumscdgtipmlgpzx?;
&Eg_a_b_lc_tg_c;plgimj_t. Permit me to draw upon my own ex-
periences. I used to have long conversations with my mother.
Tn fact, it was a monclogue rather than a dialogue. She tajked
and I "happened” to overhear. What did she talk about? 1 must
‘use an halakhic term in order to answer this question: she talked
me-inyana_de-yoma. 1 used to watch her arranging the house
in honor of a holiday. T used to see her recite prayers; I used
lo watch her recite the sidra every Friday night and 1 still
remember the nostalgic tune. T leeraed from her very much.
Most of all 1 learned that JudaiSH éxpresses itself not only
in formal compliance with the Jaw but also in_a Bvifg experience.
She taught me that there is a flavor, a scent and warmth to

mitzvot. 1 learned from her tHe most important thing 10 life —

to_feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure of
His hand resting upon my frail shonlders. Without her teachings,
which quite often were transmitted to me in silence, I would have
grown up a soulless being, dry and insensitive. o

The laws of Shabbat, for instance, were passed on to me by
my father; they &re a part of mussar avikha. The Shabbat as a
living entity, as & queen, was revealed to me by my mother; it is
a part of torat Imekha. The fathers knew much about the Shab-
bat; the mothers lived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, and
perceived her beauty and splendor.

The fathers taught generations how to observe the Shabbat;
mothers tsught generations kow to greet the Shabbat and how
to enjoy her twenty-four hour presence. )
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Two Complementary Missions

There is a distinction between mo?hexfs and fat:her’s mission
within the cavenantal commumm gince. they represent two dif-
ferent personalistic approaches. Father’s teaching is basxcal]y of

an intellectual nature. Judaism is to a great extent an intellec-

tual disciphne, a Tethod, a system of thought, a hierarchy of
values. In order to be acquainted with all these aspects, one
must study, comprebend, scquire knowledge and be familiar at
least with its basic principles. Let me confide: it 18 not too easy
a task. The teaching must be strict, exact and conscientious. If
the father cannot accomplish it ail by himsslf, he must see to it
that his child obtains the necessary instruction.

However, Judaism is not only an intsllectus! tradition but an
experiential one as well, The Jew not only observed but experi-
enced the Shabbat, the Jew experienced Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur. He did not only recite prayers on those days. The seder
was not just a ceremonial, but a great experienfial event. There is
beauty, grandeur, warmth, and tenderness to Judeism. All these
qualities cannot be described in cognitive terma. One may behold
them, feel them, sense them. It is impoasible to provide one with
a formal training in the experiential realm. Experiences are com-
municated not through the word but through steady contact,
through association, through osmosis, through & tear or a smile,
through dreamy eves and soft melody, through the silence at twi-
light and the recital of Shema. All this is to be found in the mater-
nal domain. The mother creates the mood; she is the artist who is
responsible for the magnificence, solemnity and beauty. She tells
the child of the great romance of Judaism. She somehow commu-
picates to him the tremor, the heartbeat of Judsism, while play-
ing, singing, laughing and crying.
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