PARENTS AND CHILDREN: IN THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT
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33 {THE PRECEFT OF HONORING FATHER AND MOTHER] ) A

to honor vne's father and mother, 33 1018 stated. Honor your .
ory 2% =333 N3N By

Jather and your mother, ctc. (Exodus 20° 12). The explananan given [in A
our Oral Tradition|: What consttutes [this] honori—to previde tood -ny} q*;g'ng 133» =1 17 %] 38, "337

and drink, clothing and raiment, and to take them m and {ead them out.! PAE - M3y W vingn X3 oAy R
At the root of this mitzvah ligs the thought that 1t i fitcng for Rogiot 0990 1520} AN AR
3 man to acknawledge and treat with loving-kindness the person who bban oy 5'135‘? WK A1 38 A

treated him with goodness and he should not be 2 scoundrel, an "3.1"”‘ bay K9] 10 iny NPYY nY 190

ingratc who turns 3 cold shoulder {to him]— for this is an evil quality, N
ucterly vik before God and mankind. It is for a person © realize that LY. n*9303 nowRl ot PR 1y 130 103)

his father and mother ar¢ the cause of his being in the world: hence in o3 Byl 83 R sab oy Al K021 Q’Psﬁ
very truth it is proper for him to give them cvery honor and every ﬂ‘m27 PRI nRR3 12 ‘;g'} ,n?‘\y; i nIv
benefic that he can, since they brought him into the world and then, . —_ Y ",v nuyin 991 33 i7-_? an'?
oo, labored through many troubles over him in his carly years. VR :‘] R ? 2 T
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KIBBUD U-MORA: THE HONOR AND FEAR OF PARENTS

m‘gndments, since they are related to two different acts.
T he norms of kibbud u-mora consist of two components: out-
ward action and inward experience. Under the aspect of out-
ward action, the Halakhah developed a normative science and a
technique of good conduct on the part of the child towards his or
her parents. This normative and technical discipline introduces
fixed, s_ﬁatutory standards of good behavior with which the son
“or daughter must comply. The realization of the norm concern-
ing external action is attained with the formal correspondence
of one’s actions to the formal halakhic criteria. If the action is
legalistically correct, the norms of kibbud u-mora are consid-
ered to be fulfilled. The Halakhah, when viewed from this angle,
does not demand the intrinsically good deed, a deed which
expresses good will, an inner commitment, an emotional attach-
ment or relatedness. Outward action which is just incidentally
good has been sanctioned by the Halakhah, notwithstanding
the “neutral” motivation responsible for this particular behav-
ior. The right or good deed may be the consequence of a2 morally
irrelevant decision conditioned by circumstances lying outside
the ethos, and yet still sustain halakhic significance and worth.
Under the aspect of inward experience, kibbud u-mora are
raised from the level of technique — technical discipline — to
that of an experience. A novel element is ihj'ected into the per-
formance — the motivation, the causative inner situation of
man, the all-pervading mood. The deed becomes the agency
through which experience speaks, the objectified intimate feel-
_iglg which reveals the very recesses of personal existence. The
good will becomes externalized, noble desire presses into action,
and the organs of acting are inspired by restlessness. The tense
muscle is then an experience ‘concretized, the feverish move-
ments of the hand are a thought turned into nerve tissue, and
the whole of external man — an ecstatic soul made visible. The
deed in such a stage consists not just of acting but of acting out
somethi'n'g, deep-seated, hidden in the inaccessible recesses of
the human personality. The peulat mitzvah, the mitzvah per:
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FAMILY REDEEMED

formance, becomes a dramatic gesture, a soliloquy — or rather

?_0.911,‘?&9_3?_ télling a marvelous tale of the boundless existen-
tial distances and unexplored spaces of man, his dilemma, con-
tradiction and self-redemption.

At the level of kibbud, action becomes then the agency through
which the inner commitment of child to parent speaks, and thus
formal relationship turns into ultimate relatedness, mechanical
distance into spiritual closeness, and the separateness of two per-
sonae is supplanted by an existential union. Wise action toward

one’s parents becomes sincere and meaningful action.

Outer and Inner
as Independent Fulfillments

We must state that these two aspects, the outer and inner,
are not interdependent. One may act wisely toward one’s par-
ents — so that, from the viewpoint of kibbud u-mora tech-
niques, the behavior is irreproachable and meets all standards
of decency and propriety — while he personally remains emo-
tionally indifferent and completely uninvolved in the very
action which takes place. The child is rich and generous and
showers his parents with gifts and favors. Materially they lack
nothing since the child attends to all their physical needs. Yet
he does not love them nor does he feel attached to them. His
relationship, if we may speak of it, is one of cold civility and
courtesy — the precept associated with external action is ful-
filled, while the experience of kibbud is lacking. This unim-
peachable behavior is a result of good breeding, excellent man-
ners, and natural politeness. If I may use idiographic terms,* 1
would say that his “good conduct” is due to a “habit of mind” and
not to conviction. He himself may be wary of all feeling of rev-
erence, averse to all doctrines glorifying parents and contemp-
tuous of all emotions of loyalty, love, devotion, and so forth.

* Terms referring to the separatc and distinctive features of the individual personality
~ eds.
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FAMILY REDEEMED

fear and admiration for his parents. The opposite is also possible.
The child is by nature a polite person, has inbred excellent man-
ners and polished phrases, treats his parents with courtesy and
civility. Formally his relationship is immaculate. Yet inwardly he
feels contempt for them and considers himself superior to the old
folks. He actually only tolerates them, notwithstanding all the
niceties he accords to them. In either case only one aspect of the
precept finds its fulfillment, while the other is violated.

The Halakhah has adopted a tolerant attitude toward all
these people. Of course, the ideal realization of kibbud u-mora can,
only be attained when the external act and the inner experience,

the outward _ang_i-“the inward, complement each other. However, the
Bgéﬁle whose intentions are good even though their outward
behavior does not reflect their inner mood, or, vice-versa, individ-
uals who act in accord with the practical code of kibbud u-mora
out of sheer habit and technical training while their soul abides in
the bleak and dreary realm of neutrality, are not to be condemned
as violators of the kibbud u-mora obligation. The latter norm fluc-
tuates, like certain mathematical functions, between a maximum
and minimum boundary. Judaism, with its realistic approach to
human nature, has always been boTéranttoward its frailties and
fimitations and did not expect the average Jew to attain the per:
fectﬂhaﬁi{ony between his inner and outer orders. As it has always
?e}éé{é}i the %ﬁé})‘fy"of’ the esoteric character of the religious act, it
had to give an opportunity to every normal person who is in com-
mand of his deeds to share in the realization of the Divine com-
mandment of kibbud av va-em. A similar attitude has been adopt-

ed by Judaism toward many halakhic precepts.

Halakhic Norms:
Their Rationale and Implications
The formal, practical, normative component of kibbud sum-

mons man to serve father and mother; it is a call to the gervice
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