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A Machlokes to End All Machlokes:
The Mysterious Splitting of Hallel at the Seder
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In every generation a person is obligated to see himself as if he left Egypt . . . . Therefore we are obligated
to offer gratitude and praise [=Hallel]. . . .

Until what point in Hallel do we recite? Beit Shammai say: until “em ha-banim semechah,” and Beit Hillel

say until “chalamish le-ma’yeno mayyim.”
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We learn from here that we should make a berakhah on Hallel on the night of Pesach, and this was the
practice of some of the later rabbis. But the Ge onim — like Rav Tzemach, Rav Yosef, and Rav Yitzchak
ibn Gei’s zt ’[ — agreed that we do not make a berakhah now on the Hallel that we say in the house, because
we split it in the middle. . . . And similarly, Rav Hai z”/ answered in a responsum that we do not make a
berakhah; moreover, we do not say Hallel then as a recitation, rather as people offering a song [of praise],
for that is what is says in the Mishnah . . . “Therefore we are obligated to offer thanks and praise to God

and say before Him Halleluyah.”
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On Pesach night, there are those who make a berakhah twice —at the beginning “to read [the Hallel],” and

after the meal, after “Shefokh,” they bless “to complete [the Hallel].”
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And why do we split the Hallel? In order to use it to glorify the second cup. For the first cup we glorify with
kiddush; the second up we glorify with part of Hallel — because the Haggadabh is nothing but mere stories; the

third cup we glorify with Birkat ha-Mazon; and the fourth cup we glorify with the completion of Hallel.
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The reason for the splitting of Hallel is that the entire part of Hallel that is before the meal talks about the
Exodus, and is relevant to the part of the Haggadah that is before the meal, which is entirely about the Exodus;
the second part of Hallel, and most of the stories of the Haggadah that are after the meal, talk about other

redemptions and the future Redemption, and therefore they were placed together after the meal.
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We interrupt in the middle of Hallel, unlike the rest of the year when it if forbidden to interrupt Hallel. This

practice comes to teach us that the meal which we are eating is before Hashem — the korban Pesach when the
Beit Ha-Mikdash stood, and the matzah and maror now. And this is a core praise of [this] Hallel, that Hashem

raised us up through the Exodus to the point where even our eating is a sanctified matter.
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Beit Shammai said to Beit Hillel: Did the [Jews] already leave [Egypt], that we mention the Exodus?! Beit

Hillel said to them: Even if we would wait until the rooster crows, the [Jews] didn’t leave until midday - how

do we talk of the redemption when they have not yet been redeemed?
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