Archeology as a Tool to Understanding Tanach

Is this enterprise appropriate? Can archeological evidence be applied to halachic decision making?
(see Rav Chaim Jachter, Grey Matter, Volume 3, pp. 249-269)
1-Tzitzit- How many strings? Beit Hillel- 3x2
Beit Shammai- 4x2
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Rav Schechter (Nefesh Harav, p. 53, n. 26, apparently in disagreement with the Rav)- this indicates
that archaeological evidence can be applied to a halachic question

Rav Chaim Kaniefsky and Rav Shlomo Aviner disagree.
2-Tefillin: Rashi Vs Rabbenu Tam
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3-Size of Shekel- for example for Pidyon HaBen:

From Gray Matter: “According to Rashi’s opinion, the shekel is one-sixth lighter than the Rif believes
it to be. Though the Ramban originally supported the opinion of the Rif, he writes that when he
made aliyah, the local Samaritans showed him an ancient coin with ‘shekel hashekalim’ written on



one side and ‘Yerushalayim hakedoshah’ written on the other. Upon weighing this ancient shekel, he
discovered that it accorded with Rashi’s view, whereupon he concluded, ‘And behold the words of
Rabbeinu Shlomo (Rashi) are supported by a great support.’

(Gray Matter, cont.) Interestingly, the Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 305:1) does not rule in accordance with
Rashi despite the Ramban’s discovery. This might be based on two criticisms of the Ramban’s
evaluation of his discovery. The Abarbanel (Shemot 30:13-14) notes that it is possible that the shekel
lost some of its weight over time. In addition, the Tashbeitz (3:226) is disturbed that the Ramban
relied on Samaritans to decipher the writing on the coin. Since we have profound ideological
differences with the Samaritans, their testimony holds no halachic credibility. These two criticisms of
the Ramban’s approach foreshadow the two main concerns that some poskim express today
regarding the reliability of ancient finds — the integrity of the discoveries and the credibility of
archaeologists who are not observant Jews.

[Regarding the relevance of discovered manuscripts in halachic decision-making see R. Moshe Bleich,
Tradition 27.2]

Examples:

1- Why did Rachel steal Lavan’s Teraphim?
Rashi quotes Bereshit Rabbah:

TV WD RX'I MWD (X17'1) N2 N'UNRM
P12W11 "7 'T' IR NNNTNR DY DWY7 XX NIDN] K7 X'NILL,NRARYT AWK 0'OINN DX 7N 21aN1
NNY AWK D0'OINN DX 700 21211017 2MdN XN )2'97 ,0™MI7'772 X0 |'Tn

Ha’amek D’var cites Pirkei D’Rabbi Elazar:
N7 09 R¥' WD N'WUKID DT v
'WIR 7D 1070 2 7 ,n"ar ™ 'K IRmwa v nndwnn 757 nNwni NNNY NV XN .RY DX TTA7
27 wn1' K7W T NNWY X', NN NIWYY7 07 2widDn nvw an Liar 7n0aani n'wn L2 na
[1"?2 '9] X"¥7 92 N1 ,NNMAN [9IRN NI YT X711V TINA:

N7 719 K¥'1 WIS N'WURI

TY720 002 I'DX DX VPR 271 02 70X DX YRR 2pvY Ay DX 127 aw (ND:

270 NIAY NI DX AMANI 227 DX AN D'YY N 2y 127 MmN (1D):

103221 9N DY NNNYA AN07YUN] 17 DTN K71 'K 2n1 027 DNan) Ny (M):
WYy N7200 NNV 'NIL7I 127 Y17 DY) N7 (ND):

TV 20N 2ApY' DY 12T 7 1NN TNKT7 "IN TR YRR DDA 7K1 VY DAY Niwy? T 7xY ut (0d)
V)
7Y DX DA DAY X N'A7 NRY0I) 901 12 NN 770 Ny (7):

TAYN "N DX 7TAN 2 AKX D MK D 277 N Ry v (R):

DN2A 700 DAY VT N7 Q7 DRI TAY NN 7 100 10K T2 NN N7 07X IR RYNN WK DY (29):



700 70k N2 DR 70NN RYT RYA N7 DNNXD DY 70K NXYT 70K QY aRa 27 X (A7):

NXYN N7 70KRD 72 DR QY7 wein'l DD'7Y QYR 70230 102 DRWAIL D'OYAD DX ANEY? 101 (T7):

NN XY N71 U901 17 D' 0T 2 9190 DI 721K Ki7 1 TR 1WA 0! X 2R X pNnlL (n7)
D'o7NN:

MOX NPT D 'MNYND NN WY NN 277 AN APY! Y272 2 eyt o (17):

M7IN N7 INY 'K 1790 N7 9'TY) 917070 99y DIX MY 0wy N7 (N7):
N7'7 "M DI "D MYPAN TN NIYDX DIN 7K 'NIXAD N7 191y (07):
'YN MY TTAI N'7'72 NIZ1 20N 179X DiF 't (n):

NX 97001 PNXA DIY YY| DI DY MY MYY VAR IRTIY N MY DY 7 07 (Rn)
DN MY 'mwn:

XY 192 Y1 NIXI MY IX IANZY DR DAY D Y7 D 0y TNDY DNNAN 7N AR NN "7 (an)
wnx nDi'l D7N:

NN MY NID 7 AN AR AWK 71 INY [NXDI D2 D12D] NI NRAD QpY! 'm NN |17 |u-'| (m)

22 "2 TY7 NI NRKE IR DR AN 0T nnwl (Tn):
NAXN DRMY AR APY! Nzl (Nn):

720 7V OY 175N 72 1Y DNDAX AN DX 1077 1I'DXRYT ARy NG (In):
TY72 17 X7 Apy KDATOW N2 2 17 Kl (Th):

TVYA INY X 12 7Y 0D 2 1M TY DTD 720 (27 N (Nn):

INYIN YR NI D 2" 1M IR ¥ X WK noxan| (un):

2'21 22 TY DN DX 1RV WK 'K 'M2 7V D'Y) NN OXI NI DX VA DX ():
):

A2 1M MM YK N2AXNAN NN AT 220 Nan 17.\)"7 |1'7 NN (N]

220 NX "I NAYN X7 DAX DX ATD 720 DX TIX QYN K7 X DX D2XYND ATV ATA a0 TY ()
NYY7 NNTD N2XAND NXI AT

PNY' 'AX TN APy VAYH DNAX 07X 12 109¢! 1iNg 7RI DNNAX 'K ():

02 12711 D07 17)N DNY 7987 'DNT KA 02 NAT Ay nar (T):

0D 779 RX'I NYIO N'YUKXI]

NX 277 190! iN'2 X INXY 7 PR Pan iNRZT7 YY1 INNK 12 2Ry yvay DX QY vnw) ()
N7XD DM2TD 72!



ANN2¥UNR NN 7 AT DIN IRTAYL NRR X 0 APYY (27 MmN (10):

XD 19 D'VOWN NWID NINY
DIN 'YONY? KY! NV Tay! DY WY My Tay NN 2 (2

iRy YR XY RN NWX 702 DX RY! 1922 2! 1922 DX (2):

922 K¥! NRINI DITR? NNR QT NWRD NI IR D207 DT YK 7 D TR oX (T):

The Adoption of Wullu

1. dub-bi ma-ru-ti & 2. ™ No-gd-wa mdr Ar-de-en-ni. 3.  Wi-nl-lu mdr Bu-hi-e-
en-ni. 4. a-no ma-ru-ti i-te-bu-ud. 5. a-ti-i ™ Na-ad-wa bal-fu(m). 6. % ™ Wu-ul-lu epra i
lu-bu-ud-ta. 7. i-no-an-din e-nu-ma. 8. "™ Na-ad-we mitu @ ™ Wu-ul-lu. 9. e-pi-ru-wm-ini
e-ip-pu-ud. 10. &wm-ma mir-8u Sa " Na-od-wa. 11. i-bo-ad-8i @ -t 12, - Wy-ul-lu mi-
it-ha-ri-if. 13. i-zu-nz-zi it ilani"* ga » Na-ad-wa. 14. mir-su-ma da ™ Na-ad-wa i-lig-gi.
15. & fum-ma mdr-3uda ™ Na-ad-wa. 16. ig-nu. % ilaniS da " Na-ad-wa. 17. ™ Wu-ul-lu-
ma i-lig-gi. 18, @t mdrat-zu(?) 4" Nu-hu-iv. 19, a-na addotu-ti a-ne ™ E’u-ulr!u i-din. 20. 1
dum-ma oddata™ da-ni-ta. 21, " Wiu-wl-lu i-li-ig-gi. 22. @ i-na eqlati® i bitati"**. 23. 3a
w. Na-ag-wa 3a-ad-§u-wm-ma. 24. i-ip-pu-8u. 25. ma-an-nu 3a ittabalkituv. 26. I ma-na
kaspi 1 ma-na  hwrasi w-ma-al-le. 27, mahar Pa-i-arru mdr Ha-ni-kv. 28. mahar Ta-
mar-ta-e -mdr F-en-na-ai, 29. miohar Pu-li-ie mdar Ki-in-nu-uz-zi. 30, moahar Ak-ku-li-en-ni
s Se-c=ne-ab. 31. mahar Ut-pie-&e widir Jt-hi-id-ta. 32. mohar @ Sin-na=in-Fumi dubdarrum
33, wdr Ta-ai.

Seals and signuturves of : — Pa-i-Barre, Ab-ku-li-en-ni, Ta-wmar-tu-e. Ne-od-wa, and
the seribe.

(1) Tablet of adoption, whereby (2) Naswa, son of Arsenni, (3. 4) has adopted Wully,
son of BuhiSenni. (5) Solong as NaSwa is alive, (6. 7) Wullu will give him food and clothing,
and when (8) Nasdwa is dead, Wullu will give him burial. (10—13) If there be a son of
Naswa, he shal divide (the estate) equally with Wullu, and the gods of Nadwa (14) the
son of Naswa shall take. (15—17) But if there be no son of Naswa then Wullu shall take
also the gods of Naswa. (18.19) Also he has given his daughter Nuhuia to Wullu to
wife; (20. 21) if Wullu shall take another wife (22 - 24) he shall vacate the lands and
houses of NaSwa. (25) Whoever infringes (the agreement) (26) shall pay in full one mina

of silver and one of gold. 5 witnesses and seribe.
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Courtesy of the Bible Lands Museum




3- Whatisa ‘Pim’?
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4- Palace of Ahashvarosh
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From “Purim and the Persian Empire”, by Yehuda Landy
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5- The Woman at the Window
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Why is the woman at a window?
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Why the shift from nwpx to 'mT2IN?
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Courtesy of the Bible Lands Museum
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If his heart was he i i
avy, i.e. not lighter than a feather, then his heart would be d
e devoured and he

would not cross into the afterlife.
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7- Words explained from Egyptian sources
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VXN is the same as the Egyptian word V-1-¥, also meaning finger, and the phrase is similar to
the Egyptian phrase 1-0-1y-2-¥ ‘finger of God'.
From The Language of the Pentateuch in its Relation to Egyptian, A.S. Yahuda
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Similar to the Egyptian word w-n-n, a lance or harpoon.



