Chiasm, Cloud. and Chronology:
Does Shabbat Precede the Mishkan?

1. Shmot 25:1-3 and 31:12-17
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2. Shmot 35:1-5

NYYR DM NYY DDXK NYY7 N N¥TIYK DT N7 DRIR K XY 92 DY R dn i
722 YR NYANTN7 N1t NINYN 12 APV NIN'Y (ID2YW DAY UT D)7 Nint W D KM
{o} :mayn Di:a D'NAYN

2T 73 "N NRNn DIARRA RE NRY N NXTIYR 12T AL NKT 2P D77 7K ndin K
...YNJ 901 ANT NN NNINA NX DR 127

3. Rashi (Shm 2
((KN'7'ON) nawn NX DNIT iKY NI ,[2WRD NIXM HHYT DAY NINTR D7 D770 .0'N' NYY

e Shmot 31:13: nOX'7n 2y DNiHYY I'NTREONY 9"YXR NAKRI .7XIY' 12 78 12T NNNI
MMYN MNAY NX R NIRM ANIK 1910 DAY DX NIiNTY? 3''w2 7i2* 71X ,pYinn
'OV '] X 72 ,0'190 ANTA 7K NAY ,NIX7AN NITATR 'TIT '91T) 'Y 9"UK
[2¥RN NIN7AN NAY LYNT —:

e Gur Aryeh: ,pwnn nox'7n 07N N"apn ,NI'wion 170 NV 1120 nwn N1'w nn'l
,NINX DY921 DWNA NOX'N 75 00 12T A X7 awn Yni? ' L,naw 0 Trn nwni
Tan%? o1 X7 XnY ,DYUNN NDX'IN N2 TV NAYA INKNA D' OXT DM Anda N
TN 'RY VTN 'Y K7W, N2WA NDX7N D'YIY 'Y, NAYA NN TV DAY NIXn DaY
D'TZN )27 ,1aw ANIT pYnn

4. Ohr HaChayim
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5. Beit Halevi, Ki Tissa 1
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6. Rabbi Dov Linzer, “Pop Quiz: What's Holier — Shabbat or the Beit haMikdash?”,
Vayakhl (2014)

... What is the reason for this change in order? Something happened between the commandment of
Shabbat in Ki Tisa and the commandment of Shabbat in Vayakhel — the making of the Golden Calf.

... After the Golden Calf, the order of presentation had to be different. It became clear that the
people could easily turn the physical into an idol. A reorientation was necessary. Only the
prioritizing of Shabbat, not just in principle, but also in the mindset of the people, could ensure that the
Mishkan would not itself become a Golden Calf. Start with Shabbat, start with the ultimate, abstract
truth. Make sure that this foundation is well laid, that you have fully internalized that this kedusha is
primary. Only then can you move on to building the Mishkan...

7. Talmud Bavli, Shabbat 69b
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8. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks Z’L, Covenant and Conversation, “The Sabbath: First Day Or
Last?” Ki Ti 7

... Thus, at the simplest level, we understand why the Sabbath comes last when God is speaking
about the Tabernacle, and why it comes first when Moses, a human being, is doing so. For God, the
Sabbath was the last day; for human beings it was the first. However there is something more
fundamental at stake...

... unique, as far as | know, to Judaism — is to reveal the end at the beginning. That is the meaning of
the Sabbath. The Sabbath is not simply a day of rest. It is an anticipation of ‘the end of history’,
the Messianic age.... a full dress rehearsal for an ideal society that has not yet come to pass...

... The building of the Tabernacle was a symbolic prototype of the building of a society. Just as it was
an earthly home for the Divine presence, so would society become if the Israelites honoured God’s
laws. The ultimate end of such a society is the harmony of existence that we have not yet
experienced, living as we do in a world of work and striving, conflict and competition... God ‘made
known the end at the beginning’ — the fulfilled rest that follows creative labour; the peace that will one
day take the place of strife — so that we would catch a glimpse of the destination before beginning the
journey.
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Shmot 19: 16-18. 20:14. and 24: 1-18 [OUTER EDGE]
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Shmot 33: 4-11 and 34:5-10 [CENTER]
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Shmot 40: 34-37 [OUTER EDGE]
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