The Complexity of Being Different

Moshe and Yosef
Nechama Price
1 MOSHE YOSEF
Born with recognition of greatness. Born to favorite wife and favored status.
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Is forced to leave his family and live among |Is forced to leave his family and live among

non-Jews (because of Paroh’s decree). non-Jews (because of brothers).

Sister watches him float away. Brothers watch him be taken away.

Named by Bat Paroh Named by Paroh (nya max)

Grows up in Paroh’s palace. Lives for 9 years in Paroh’s palace (until
brothers come down).

Work for Yitro in Midyan. Works as a slave in Potiphar’s house.

Marries non-Jewish woman (Tzipporah). Marries non-Jewish woman (Osnat).

Wife is daughter of ym y5. Wife is daughter of ) 5.

Appointed as leader to save a nation of slaves | Appointed as leader to save world from famine
and ends up saving his family as well.
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Nehama Leibowitz- Miketz 4: Why Did Joseph Conceal His Identity? pg. 457-461
In other words, a man must be confronted by the same temptation to which he had
previously succumbed. If he stands the test and resists, he has proven his mettle. How
could this be effected in the case of Joseph and his brothers? Whatever affection they might
show to their brother in Egypt now, would be no indication of their true remorse. With Joseph as
the vice-regent of Egypt they could, in any case, do him no hurt and whatever they would do
would constitute a reform prompted by “fear and weakness.” How could Joseph test them and
give them the possibility of achieving true repentance? Indeed, Josseph arranged everything
appropriately, as Ramban has observed. He had to arrange for his other brother, Benjamin, the
son of his mother Rachel, and like him, the beloved of his father to be brought into a similar
situation. This time the brothers would find themsleves really faced by a valid excuse for
leaving their brother to his fate? For how could they fight the whole Egpytain empire? If, in
spite of that, they would refuse to go back to their father without Benjamin and would be
willing to sacrifice their lives as indeed Judah indicated.... Only then could the brothers be
considered true penitents and Joseph would be able to make himself known to his brothers
and the game would be over.

18) Brothers do to Yosef

Yosef does to Brothers
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