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| An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a hand, a f(/)ot for
" a foot. (Shmot 21:24)
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It is forbidden to strike one’s fellow, even if he gives permission to
strike him, for a person does not own his or her body at all [to
allow] striking or embarrassment or to cause pain of any kind,
even through denying a particular food or drink. (Shulhan Arukh
haRav, Hoshen Mishpat, Laws of Physical and Emotional Harm,
section 4)
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The scoundrel Hanan, having boxed another man’s ear, was .brought
before R. Huna, who ordered him to “go and pay the plainttﬁ”h.alf‘ a
zuz.” As [Hanan] had a battered™ zuz he desired to pay the plaintiff
the half zuz [that was due] out of it. But as it could not be exchangedf
he slapped him again and gave him [the whole zuz]. (Talmud Bavli

Bava Kamma 37a)
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If men fight and one man hits his friend with a rock or a fist, and
[the victim] does not die, rather he is incapacitated. If he gets up
[lives] and walks on his own, the one who struck will be exonerated
[of a capital charge]: he will pay only damages of lost wages and

@ medical expenses. (Shmot 21:18-19) S : @\
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Adam was once again intimate with his wife and she had a Avraham lifted his eyes and saw, and behold a ram was entangled in
And he called his name Shet, * for God has provided me with the brush by the horns, and Avraham went and took the ram, and

offspring tahat Hevel — in place of Hevel - for he was killed by offered it as an offering tahat beno - in Place of his son. (Bereishit
n.” (Bereishit 4:25) 22:13)
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But the person whose property has been damaged should be ready
to resign his claim totally or partly. Only to the murderer we must
not be lenient because of the greatness of his crime; and no ransom
must be accepted of him. “And the land cannot be cleansed of the
blood that is shed therein but by the blood of him who shed it”
(Bamidbar 31:33). Hence even if the murdered person continued to
live after the attack for an hour or for days, was able to speak and
possessed complete consciousness, and if he himself said, “Pardon
my murderer, I have pardoned and forgiven him,” he must not be
obeyed. We must take life for life, and estimate equally the life of a
child and that of a grown-up person, of a slave and of a freeman, of
a wise man and of a fool. For there is no greater sin than this. And
he who mutilated a limb of his neighbor, must himself lose a limb.
“As he has caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him
again” (Vayikra 24:20).

You must not raise an objection from our practice of imposing
a fine in such cases. For we have proposed to ourselves to give here
the reason for the precepts mentioned in the Torah, and not for that
which is stated in the Talmud. I have, however, an explanation for
the interpretation given in the Talmud, but it will be communicated
vivdvoce (in person, face-to-face). Injuries that cannot be reproduced
exactly in another person are compensated for by payment; “he
will pay only damages of lost wages and medical expenses” (Shmot
21:19). (Guide for the Perplexed, book 3 chapter 41)
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