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Who Wrote Sefer Tehillim?

Controversy and Confusion Regarding Authorship
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Books 1-3

Book 4

Book 5

51-70), also 86
39, 62 have Jeduthun also

Two David collections (3-41,

Moses (90)

Two David collections (108-
110, 138-145)

Two Asaf groups (50, 73-83)
77 has Jeduthun also

David (101, 103)

Two Hallelujah collections
(111-113—followed by
anonymous 114-116; 146-
150)

Two Sons of Korah groups
(42, 44-49, 84-85/87-88)

88 has Heman the Ezrahite
also

Hallelyjah (117, 135)
followed by Praise the Lord
for He is good (118, 136)

Solomon (72)
Ethan the Ezrahite (89)

For the Sabbath day (92)
Of Thanksgiving (100)
Of the lowly man (102)

“HaGomel” (107)
Praise of Torah (119)

Song of Ascents (120-134,
including four David, one
Solomon)

By the Rivers of Babylon
(137)

Untitled (1, 2, 10, 33, 43, 66,
67,71)

1-2,9-10, 42-43, 70-71 all
may be linked

Untitled (91, 93-99, 104-106)
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Psalm 137:1
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat, sat and wept, as we thought of Zion.
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Bava Batra 14b-15a

(14b) David wrote the Book of Psalms, including in it the work of the elders, namely,
Adam, Melchizedek, Abraham, Moses, Heman, Yeduthun, Asaph, (15a) and the three
sons of Korah... [You say that] David wrote the Psalms, including work of the ten elders.
Why is not Ethan the Ezrahite also reckoned with? Ethan the Ezrahite is Abraham. [The
proof is that] it is written in the Psalms, Ethan the Ezrahite, and it is written elsewhere,
Who has raised up righteousness from the East (Isa. 41:2; mi he’ir mi-mizrah).
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Midrash Song of Songs Rabbah 4:4

Ten men composed the Book of Psalms: Adam, Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon—
these are five. With regard to these five there is no difference of opinion. Who are the
other five? Rab and R. Johanan give different answers. Rab said: Asaph, Heman and
Jeduthun, and the three sons of Korah and Ezra. R. Johanan said: Asaph, Heman and
Jeduthun are only one; add to them the three sons of Korah and Ezra.
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R. Meir used to say: All the praises which are stated in the Book of Psalms, David uttered
all of them, for it is said, The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended [kallu, Ps.
72:20]: read not kallu but kol ellu [all these].
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Ibn Ezra, introduction to commentary on Psalms
Who composed this book? There is no need to answer, seeing that our Sages have said
that the Men of the Great Assembly composed it. That is sufficient for us.

14. Hayyim Angel, Psalms: A Companion Volume, 2022, p. 9

Louis Jacobs used Psalm 137 as a precedent to challenge traditional views of authorship
of other biblical books. Christine Hayes remarked: “Tradition attributes the entire book of
Psalms to King David.... However... some [Psalms] are clearly postexilic, such as...
Psalm 137.... Despite the claim of religious tradition, the psalms were not all penned by
David.” Similarly, James Kugel states that “Tradition assigns authorship to King David.”
He likewise appeals to the contents of Psalm 137 to explain how nineteenth-century
scholars began to doubt this traditional assumption and ultimately rejected it.
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Psalm 3
'A psalm of David when he fled from his son Absalom. 20 LORD, my foes are so
many! Many are those who attack me; *many say of me, “There is no deliverance
for him through God.” Selah. “But You, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory,
He who holds my head high. °I cry aloud to the LORD, and He answers me from
His holy mountain. Selah. °I lie down and sleep and wake again, for the LORD
sustains me. "I have no fear of the myriad forces arrayed against me on every side.
8Rise, O LORD! Deliver me, O my God! For You slap all my enemies in the face;
You break the teeth of the wicked. *Deliverance is the LORD’s; Your blessing be
upon Your people! Selah.
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Midrash Psalms 18:1
R. Yudan said in the name of R. Yehudah: all that David said in his book was said
for him and for all Israel and for all times.
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Radak on Psalm 3:1

According to the plain sense of the text, psalms were not called “psalms” at the time they
were composed, but rather once they became Temple liturgy...Regarding those Psalms
regarding David, he composed them while in danger. After he was saved, they became
psalms of praise and gratitude to God.
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Psalm 6
'For the leader; with instrumental music on the Sheminith. A psalm of David. 20 LORD,
do not punish me in anger, do not chastise me in fury. *Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I
languish; heal me, O LORD, for my bones shake with terror. “My whole being is stricken
with terror, while You, LORD—O, how long! O LORD, turn! Rescue me! Deliver me as
befits Your faithfulness. *For there is no praise of You among the dead; in Sheol, who
can acclaim You? "I am weary with groaning; every night I drench my bed, I melt my
couch in tears. My eyes are wasted by vexation, worn out because of all my foes. ’Away
from me, all you evildoers, for the LORD heeds the sound of my weeping. °The LORD
heeds my plea, the LORD accepts my prayer. ' All my enemies will be frustrated and
stricken with terror; they will turn back in an instant, frustrated.
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Berakhot 32b

R. Eleazar also said: From the day on which the Temple was destroyed the gates of
prayer have been closed, as it says, Yea, when I cry and call for help He shuts out my
prayer (Lam. 3:8). But though the gates of prayer are closed, the gates of weeping are not
closed, as it says, Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry; keep not silence at
my tears (Ps. 39:13).
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Psalm 30
A psalm of David. A song for the dedication of the House. °I extol You, O LORD, for
You have lifted me up, and not let my enemies rejoice over me. 0 LORD, my God, I
cried out to You, and You healed me. “O LORD, You brought me up from Sheol,
preserved me from going down into the Pit. >0 you faithful of the LORD, sing to Him, and
praise His holy name. ®For He is angry but a moment, and when He is pleased there is
life. One may lie down weeping at nightfall; but at dawn there are shouts of joy.

"When I was untroubled, I thought, “I shall never be shaken,” 3for You, O LORD when
You were pleased, made [me] firm as a mighty mountain. When You hid Your face, I
was terrified. °I called to You, O LORD; to my LORD I made appeal, '*“What is to be
gained from my death, from my descent into the Pit? Can dust praise You? Can it declare
Your faithfulness? "Hear, O LORD, and have mercy on me; O LORD, be my help!” '>You
turned my lament into dancing, you undid my sackcloth and girded me with joy, '3that
[my] whole being might sing hymns to You endlessly; O LORD my God, I will praise
You forever.
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Psalm 51

For the leader. A psalm of David, >when Nathan the prophet came to him after he had
come to Bathsheba. *Have mercy upon me, O God, as befits Your faithfulness; in keeping
with Your abundant compassion, blot out my transgressions. “Wash me thoroughly of my
iniquity, and purify me of my sin... 70O LORD, open my lips, and let my mouth declare
Your praise. '*You do not want me to bring sacrifices; You do not desire burnt offerings;
¥True sacrifice to God is a contrite spirit; God, You will not despise a contrite and
crushed heart. 2’May it please You to make Zion prosper; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
2IThen You will want sacrifices offered in righteousness, burnt and whole offerings; then
bulls will be offered on Your altar.
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Psalm 1
"Happy is the man who has not followed the counsel of the wicked, or taken the path of
sinners, or joined the company of the insolent; rather, the teaching of the LORD is his
delight, and he studies that teaching day and night. *He is like a tree planted beside
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season, whose foliage never fades, and
whatever it produces thrives. “Not so the wicked; rather, they are like chaff that wind
blows away. “Therefore the wicked will not survive judgment, nor will sinners, in the
assembly of the righteous. ’For the LORD cherishes the way of the righteous, but the way
of the wicked is doomed.
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Radak on Psalms 1:1

David included in this Psalm the lot of man and what should happen to him in this world;
and the reward for the righteous and the punishment for the wicked. This Psalm is very
honored, and therefore he began his book with it.
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Psalms 86:1-2
A prayer of David. Incline Your ear, O LORD, answer me, for I am poor and needy.
2Preserve my life, for I am steadfast; O You, my God, deliver Your servant who trusts in
You.
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Psalms 18:21-25
2IThe LORD rewarded me according to my merit; He requited the cleanness of my hands;
22for I have kept to the ways of the LORD, and have not been guilty before my God; **for
I am mindful of all His rules; I have not disregarded His laws. 2*I have been blameless
toward Him, and have guarded myself against sinning; >and the LORD has requited me
according to my merit, the cleanness of my hands in His sight.
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Psalm 37
'Of David. Do not be vexed by evil men; do not be incensed by wrongdoers; 2for they
soon wither like grass, like verdure fade away. *Trust in the LORD and do good, abide in
the land and remain loyal... 2°I have been young and am now old, but I have never seen a
righteous man abandoned, or his children seeking bread. 2°He is always generous, and
lends, and his children are held blessed.
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Ibn Ezra, Radak, and Meiri on Psalms 37:25
I have never seen a righteous man abandoned: entirely.
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Psalms 107:10-11, 17

10Some lived in deepest darkness, bound in cruel irons, !'because they defied the word of
God, spurned the counsel of the Most High... "There were fools who suffered for their
sinful way, and for their iniquities.
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Rashi on Psalms 107:11
Because they defied the word of God: no calamity befalls a person except on account of
his sins.
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Radak on Psalms 107:17

..If they were wise, they would think in their hearts: what is this illness that God has sent
us?...Fools, however, do not take heed nor repent to God until the illness becomes very
severe.
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Psalms 44:10-27

0Yet You have rejected and disgraced us; You do not go with our armies. ''You make us
retreat before our foe; our enemies plunder us at will. >You let them devour us like
sheep; You disperse us among the nations...'8All this has come upon us, yet we have not
forgotten You, or been false to Your covenant. '?Our hearts have not gone astray, nor
have our feet swerved from Your path...?*It is for Your sake that we are slain all day
long, that we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered. >*Rouse Yourself; why do You
sleep, O Lord? Awaken, do not reject us forever! Why do You hide Your face, ignoring
our affliction and distress? 26We lie prostrate in the dust; our body clings to the ground.
27 Arise and help us, redeem us, as befits Your faithfulness.
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Psalms 94:8-12

8Take heed, you most brutish people; fools, when will you get wisdom? °Shall He who
implants the ear not hear, He who forms the eye not see? °Shall He who disciplines
nations not punish, He who instructs men in knowledge? !'The LORD knows the designs
of men to be futile. ?Happy is the man whom You discipline, O LORD, the man You
instruct in Your teaching.
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Psalm 73
'A psalm of Asaph. God is truly good to Israel, to those whose heart is pure. 2As for me,
my feet had almost strayed, my steps were nearly led off course, *for I envied the wanton;
I saw the wicked at ease..."’It was for nothing that I kept my heart pure and washed my
hands in innocence, '“seeing that I have been constantly afflicted, that each morning
brings new punishments. "Had I decided to say these things, I should have been false to
the circle of Your disciples. 1°So I applied myself to understand this, but it seemed a
hopeless task 7till I entered God’s sanctuary and reflected on their fate. '¥You surround
them with flattery; You make them fall through blandishments. '"How suddenly are they
ruined, wholly swept away by terrors. 2?When You are aroused You despise their image,
as one does a dream after waking, O LORD. ?!My mind was stripped of its reason, my
feelings were numbed. %’I was a dolt, without knowledge; I was brutish toward You.
2Yet I was always with You, You held my right hand...?’Those who keep far from You
perish; You annihilate all who are untrue to You. ?*As for me, nearness to God is good; I
have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may recount all Your works.
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Midrash Kohelet Rabbah 1:12
“I was a dolt, without knowledge”: This could have been the beginning of the book [of
Psalms], but there is no early or late in the Torah.
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Psalm 89

'A maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite...*“1 have made a covenant with My chosen one; I have
sworn to My servant David: °I will establish your offspring forever, I will confirm your
throne for all generations.” Selah...?’I will maintain My steadfast love for him always;
My covenant with him shall endure. *°I will establish his line forever, his throne, as long
as the heavens last. 3'If his sons forsake My Teaching and do not live by My rules; 3%if
they violate My laws, and do not observe My commands, **I will punish their
transgression with the rod, their iniquity with plagues. **But I will not take away My
steadfast love from him; I will not betray My faithfulness. **I will not violate My
covenant, or change what I have uttered. 31 have sworn by My holiness, once and for all;
I will not be false to David. 3"His line shall continue forever, his throne, as the sun before
Me, 38as the moon, established forever, an enduring witness in the sky.” **Yet You have
rejected, spurned, and become enraged at Your anointed. *°You have repudiated the
covenant with Your servant; You have dragged his dignity in the dust. *'You have
breached all his defenses, shattered his strongholds.
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Psalm 90

'A prayer of Moses, the man of God. O Lord..."*Turn, O LORD! How long? Show mercy
to Your servants. '*Satisfy us at daybreak with Your steadfast love that we may sing for
joy all our days. '>Give us joy for as long as You have afflicted us, for the years we have
suffered misfortune. '°Let Your deeds be seen by Your servants, Your glory by their
children. '"May the favor of the LORD, our God, be upon us; let the work of our hands
prosper, O prosper the work of our hands!
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Psalm 91
0 you who dwell in the shelter of the Most High and abide in the protection of
Shaddai—?21 say of the LORD, my refuge and stronghold, my God in whom I trust, 3that
He will save you from the fowler’s trap, from the destructive plague...!*You will tread on
cubs and vipers; you will trample lions and asps. *“Because he is devoted to Me I will
deliver him; I will keep him safe, for he knows My name. >"When he calls on Me, I will
answer him; [ will be with him in distress; I will rescue him and make him honored; '°I
will let him live to a ripe old age, and show him My salvation.”
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Psalm 92
®How great are Your works, O LORD, how very subtle Your designs! ’A brutish man
cannot know, a fool cannot understand this: though the wicked sprout like grass, though
all evildoers blossom, it is only that they may be destroyed forever. But You are exalted,

O LORD, for all time.
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Psalm 94
'God of retribution, LORD, God of retribution, appear! “Rise up, judge of the earth, give
the arrogant their deserts! *How long shall the wicked, O LORD, how long shall the
wicked exult...8Take heed, you most brutish people; fools, when will you get wisdom?
Shall He who implants the ear not hear, He who forms the eye not see? '°Shall He who
disciplines nations not punish, He who instructs men in knowledge? !'The LORD knows
the designs of men to be futile. ?Happy is the man whom You discipline, O LORD, the
man You instruct in Your teaching.

N2: 1P 0NN .6
:PDIN NN YY) 7372 DN TIY DIYYN NINDD DINYND IND?

Psalms 104:35
May sinners disappear from the earth, and the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my
soul. Hallelujah.




13

VP ONoy .7
;279N 1IN ,MNNA : DYNN 190 NI NAY DY MTNND NIVYA : MY 12 YW 029 IINT

NaY) OV 5910 171991 12100 517X .1D5NA ,AINTING ,NDONA ,NDNNA PIYNL VA, NN
NN N22

Pesahim 117a

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: The book of Psalms is said by means of ten
expressions of praise: By nitzuah, niggun, maskil, mizmor, shir, ashrei, tehilla, tefilla,
hoda’a, and halleluya. He continues: The greatest of them all is halleluya, as it
includes God’s name and praise at one time.
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Psalm 105

IPraise the LORD; call on His name; proclaim His deeds among the peoples. 2Sing praises
to Him; speak of all His wondrous acts. *Exult in His holy name; let all who seek the
LORD rejoice. “Turn to the LORD, to His might; seek His presence constantly. SRemember
the wonders He has done, His portents and the judgments He has pronounced, O
offspring of Abraham, His servant, O descendants of Jacob, His chosen ones. "He is the
LORD our God; His judgments are throughout the earth.

8He is ever mindful of His covenant, the promise He gave for a thousand generations,
that He made with Abraham, swore to Isaac, !’and confirmed in a decree for Jacob, for
Israel, as an eternal covenant, !'saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan as your
allotted heritage.”

1>They were then few in number, a mere handful, sojourning there, *wandering from
nation to nation, from one kingdom to another. '*He allowed no one to oppress them; He
reproved kings on their account, '*Do not touch My anointed ones; do not harm My
prophets.”

'sHe called down a famine on the land, destroyed every staff of bread. !"He sent ahead of
them a man, Joseph, sold into slavery...
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23Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham...?°He sent His servant
Moses, and Aaron, whom He had chosen. 2’They performed His signs among them, His
wonders, against the land of Ham...

3%He spread a cloud for a cover, and fire to light up the night. “*They asked and He
brought them quail, and satisfied them with food from heaven. *'He opened a rock so that
water gushed forth; it flowed as a stream in the parched land.

Mindful of His sacred promise to His servant Abraham, “*He led His people out in
gladness, His chosen ones with joyous song. “*He gave them the lands of nations; they
inherited the wealth of peoples, *’that they might keep His laws and observe His
teachings. Hallelujah.
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Psalm 107:1-3
1“Praise the LORD, for He is good; His steadfast love is eternal!” >Thus let the redeemed
of the LORD say, those He redeemed from adversity, *whom He gathered in from the

lands, from east and west, from the north and from the sea.
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Psalm 150:6
Let all that breathes praise the LORD. Hallelujah.



