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‘1 KINGS 21:5-22

age. He lay on his bed, turned his face [to the wall] and would not eat any
food.

5 His wife Jezebel came to him and spoke to him, “Why is it that your mood
is so sullen and you do not eat any food?™

6 He said to her, “Because [ spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him,
‘Give me your vineyard for money, or, if you prefer, | will give you afnother]
vineyard in its place.’ But he said, will not give you my vineyard.” "

7 His wife Jezebel said to him, “Are you now exercising your sovereignty
over Israel? Arise. Eat some food, and let your heart be. I shall present you with
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite!”

8 She then wrote scrolls in Ahab's name, sealing them with his signet, and
she sent scrolls to the elders and the officials who were in his city, who dwelt
with Naboth. * ¢ She wrote in the scrolls, saying, "Declare a fast,* and seat
Naboth at the head of the people. '® Then seal two unscrupulous people
opposite him, who will testify against him, saying, ‘You blessed* God and the
king!' Then take him out and stone him, so he will die.”

U The men of his city — the elders and the officials who dwelt in his city —
did as Jezebel had sent [word] to them, as was written in the scrolls that she
had sent them. ' They declared a fast and seated Naboth at the head of the
people. ¥ Two unscrupulous men came and sat opposite him, and the
unscrupulous men testified against Naboth in the presence of the people,
saying, “Naboth has ‘blessed’ God and the king." Then they took him outside
of the city and stoned him with stones, and he died.

14 They.then sent word to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been sloned and has
died.”

15 \When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and had died, Jezebel
said to Ahab, “Arise and inherit* the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which
he had refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, for he is dead.”
6 When Ahab heard that Naboth had died, Ahab arose to go down to the
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to inherit it.

7 The word of HASHEM then came to Eljjah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise and
go down to meet Ahab, king of Israel, who [lives] in Samaria; behold he is al
the vineyard of Naboth, which he has gone down lo inherit. *® You shall
speak to him, saying, ‘Thus said HasHem: Will you murder and also inherit?’
Then you shall speak to him [further], saying, ‘Thus said HASHEM: In the place
where the dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, the dogs will lick up your blood
as well"" .

 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me [guilty], my adversary?”

He said, " have found fyou guilty], because you have sold youwrself to do
what is evil in the eyes of HAsHEM. ?' Behold! [says HasHeM] | am bringing evil
upon you, and | shall annihilate after you, and [ shall eliminate [every]
male offspring* from Ahab and all property, whether hidden or public, in
Jsrael. 2 And | shall set your house like the house of Jeroboam son of
Nebat and like the house of Baasa son of Ahjan, because of the provecation
with which you have provoked [Me], and because you caused Israel to sin.

e 297R3 X oabn

Sapx vy xam on7 YKKY) RTINS 2PN NPRTIY 237 -
K 13T 072 93K JIN) IR O BT TEX R 0K
X, (D33 a2 P TN 1 ) SRy My 23D
“NK 37 1PNKY THKR TROD 073 377TIRK TDK YROTDK
-5y YR Ay TRY MHK MWK PN PIX KD 2
mig; DN 32 IS s TEb apn mudvay mp NI
AR NN DONM 28MN Y3 DD AR IRV -
Do Ty T Do) mapnnox [» 0mian°] DMEon°

NiZyNK AW DIWTIKTR MXZ DM9Ea INIM NN -
ARG ATy STy Byivaua oy oy aedim” oy WK
DY Y WK YN M) D) R 7R D DR
KD YA OETRK AW TWK3 TPYR DAY 1K oTinm
FRAT Y DY R DOX TIPY YN DUI99a N3
3 Sy 123 130 S¥2aT0m D i kS YD U
ke 7y N N1 T2 TANY Dy Ty AT AT
bR ToKG LArKDR AT MR DAND WZREN WY Yame
- HaPK KM MR M1 YpDp D3R yRws T N i)
qo32 377N0% 1R WK SRy M) | B0TNK W D1 28K
KM DR NI N P KO YHW3 T NRTR 70 iRl PR D
27 A7 oRY I N13) 07R7OK T2
-on axOK NKIEY Y DR ARG CAwnD AmbxeON T @
BT nenY DY T WK N1 DIR3 T TRYR YK SR
=AY 9K DI2T BYI DR ROYIT AR K i OKE woK
o My DTN DR73T PE? WK PR AT e T,
TN TRYDT TT2ROK KN TN DK JRT DK 3730
In® Wy A PR VI TDY? 173000 1 NKYD TN e
Tp3 PO SRIK ST K YR YT [ x0a°]

pAr7a Dy I3 RTITIN RN SKIWE My W)
SR N KRR AOYIT WK DYITOK MK KYY2 N

-

]

g

i

g

u



R™un mn

.Anx Bwe B3 8]
poms
G
o s
N3 PR AT v
D SR WS
™ q7 B i ek
sohw 977 673
e e

phwm MR

2w y
RO BRI
mRoeE W
2 2 roes) YR
o7 T A R e
%Y ST TR
oD e
[t = peer)
MW R MG
orghy oY e
W Y oY
12 = mow) Y NiND
mhh e
oipEe 3
TR Mgy M
|2 2 o) :n.‘.h.;!ﬁ
prr RRR Mok
oTRs BTRR 12
TP P T in
& o moes)

53 g PR 1A 6
E "

TN R BTEY
Syp omywn nn
TR W O TR

(% 7 roee]

—>

NY M0 WY TN PR pRn

Diop w73 P ® Wp O3 BB T o BSvpe prhp A5 ST BT I0PIE Yordma 3% SppT s T RN
oEaDE SmB% t7ph D B3 o0 b5 abu wh Shopsh L@ Eme o o3 350 Tob WPD3 Y E ¥o ¥ b1 3
qepr ) pp 830 b ShI posp o Binpm PP ORMIR ADYRT D H oMo 1D ob a73pd 27 37 RN
ND'DD 15 RS2 c0pp opb pvmd 173 © Bpdh P PEmn SN ST ITID Y 75 X7 MM I v Hio omd Hop
133 DYDY B PPV ME P DR IS N B RIn SR
A nsS omoopd mwm RV NN TPRY s b TN ceshd orpep tpp B N
Ene e oo o b g WY MR WP v Dy W b Swoms jTeRw A o9 R

6o prmg 16 P ;wn;?u }x;\f: RN (S MR I 112 X TN D -l am}n Py BT
2OPD 0D TPDE PDET 5D WD . mo e T N e DREY Y D) DM DODDE
125 Shisn vo 8o (mb i kT ;;.D;n ,23 ?:: D::;n ;;3 :?; %m_;&,ﬂ qupnoEnd @ pombd B
g £ 93 vau 1B PP I B ! BT R S pon pwsh ok oo

D ww b S opmopooe T2 b5 M IS 93 VP NN ppuy () oans b7 bon
ppy B3 om0 o Mo YA YIS DT WS M TPW ood pho 65 powr B owh
2 pop pop s poYD smEwet 9V TTAPN Sy ymIw O W3 TP pbr jpwed preme B wpp

sobpa o3 pin Mp PR T NP RO brae Moy FBD DMN 0D EW YW VWER LPmYRDD

ATUOPTEONPVIER WD OWBY NWDP ZORM YOO20WT IR WAN SDPD o7bn pf NSe BYIPD M)

b 5 0b >Ep posp AR by b v Lee WA KD M NP Yoo g oop 03 phE Dowp

Yeod opr JO3 0EDE O . 5 o ohp 39 m3 b DB Ip 10HI
oW P ot T aed - :

fion wmbp wdh Py DWW — e BN TN N ERY 1M 39

o o (s Sooby oopss P BT %D ¥ 21 W2 12 Msy opwd 9 DUIpON

N A I R L 1=hm e DM PRY pbp pees g opsh oD
T JomAET s P R DPR2 N IR a i~ ar e~ e B i S phw
obpy opfy > B P O o> uR PR S TN o ey ww  Phwse phsh B33 Spon

wab oy B WET PR B - DD b7 533 HINED PN
b=l ‘fabr; oy .m:‘x B 2 B Ik ?‘Pm i'-b, ﬂr_\g(: an:ﬁy ov= H(sp @) JPMM NDOS 11’5113
oo oE B ap i mp Y By 'S W TWRY DM W g mmn (g men woet
wop oms b fp dpoppy  N¥ PIEND ANN R DNY FIADY TIAD NN o B amdEd Pum wh B
towp of dp Wb © oUD pRsd WD TEM DWW 20 PR nypa®  up Hom SrpNE 1h K AP
1OMD DEOM U JSRBIR OV 1‘73 wen }""l% amna? RIR o TSMm Wy OpHd D IR0 ]’ﬁﬁ

pes 1;-1'7 arieRiutinin im"s RP NEY W3 Rt el - S0 oby "[5 R
W NFR SN MINGR B NOBRD DRI T D TN On KON 13 PNe DY TR
NI IS M STN P TR TS TN TN INMBNT RS ns5 M NDDD (3 NTAO
3 NIOPI RIPRD N DP RITTTR WD X5 %P NAT YT DM ORST P ORD D IAERT
SRR C TR DWW 1307 ORA RPN N REM 1D MY NN DN Srx T PEpYS KW
AE5 Swws DY PP NPTIEN U3 NIWD DOUTMD AR WD PRIR - [Bua )|
VI MR IS AT P pIRe PNOT KT W s I B TIR Y DImnsiN
DrmEISN W85 Ay P TR Mwm S un DYADMP HD'DD 13 NTMDI VT MR MR OWIN
BAME M MR DF5 BN DMK TN I DNY DOMED 3 BTN N DR PR
AR D TR FIMAR 101D YUOR TN DIWID DA 127D orb TR DRBY 1 Pm AW 9 un
Tap e WAND TP BMEY IV N5 W WRMe VR T 0 §OR TNT D25 N KD U
ErEsoR B AR WDy NS DY D TR KON T X2 wb ooon o oy Do TP
SIS T HOYR I KO D 1 TRD (R D MY 1 00 N © YN ISR 1P AT 8O
\= 83 PAN DY pa SNy A RS TR TP PP D 0N S S Y T
gt P DY A PN R e TR N T 0 TN TR DrrnEsoN usb SNer oy 0 o
Y PR TONY IR YT un Drb ND'DD 13 NI TN W Do 37 APD 5 N oo
ram P MR O YA DI TSN 3N DN DRSS R 11T 0 ISR INsD ON ormeabi eb
AN 7 DN INAM 115 T TINT PRI DR 19D b AN Y 1T o M 10 10 ons
PR T DY DTSRI 10 TR SR 3 201 ¢ YRR AT 113 NN A o5 en 85 UK
hR MW N YSTNY MoR DS DUSES DATAYTY RIS Dww w Ay 0w 15 BN FEY MK
Wy TOT DD i DD i D RO T 10 uN 19 TN AW 1 TN T DITLOSoN 12
APD 20 TR P T ARG YRS PPN D IO MDY S R T FEwn
S5 Wow P10 PR 15 TN NP DITEnsoN w25 SNP DY PO AR 131 SRPIYS 13 W3 NN
KO'DD {3 SIS 117 3K DITIDN 12 PRY MO MR ¢ 221 DTAR 12 Srpaes TN MO E 20T
AR DAY B B TSR SHED ON (TP DYTHESON 180 Dy (IR =ox1 P ¥ R oend
DR 19T TP TR JTIRY T TP MR 19 A3 DONMES WA A AN arb TN DR NN IR
NN DTSN (AN © N T 8 sbse Fresen st b e o 15 R IR 30 B AN FTRT PNaD
AppA WA 1125 PN JARY DXE MU DFTEN (R OTOND R awion R priss WK 2D
AN RO D OF D 5 RIN N3 I 7 IR NUNR R oo Sy Mo vh oD R P
"aiats FRMTER DR MNGM TSI TR A TR0 1§ Ny a5 PN e i 2D DU
aBYS “MAD MID S A SRPTEY DI NS M3 MUK TS NP3 DRI (NS S 3
= o oM oT® ° e omows b e e Mo Swn b Swmr O WK

fplgin]

=7on TRl

™MID ENE3 DY) (b
Wt 7U3 PIPL 30D
T TN Mo T
TRER ZE TN 2 D
Apj MME TER
J[as pepn pen
L S o )
T Ee Me
o pEsd 3nEE IR
ne oA b W "D
X hph ophor
e snsw
L™ q1 pomle
[EpS »ese Ve ¢
e
SR
wp 3 ‘;::: Butad
e oEdw bob Thm
2 obw o w A3
w7 pesh ool o9
opm wEn PP
THDRE (1 7o) O
bpb she fix oW 0
pmp)  WE owIEd
om7 w7 pham (™
1» S oo sy od
o o mma) 70D
g BPRTY [
oo OBk v £3E I
opb o Tmpy ™
P osp ho b b
R py > mav]
and LEeERE R
oM BEE DR 68
zwve ood By by
T Ese Y
uen B 3 omw
o336 ™ VLD 7D P05
ot ¥ opn op
Dph3) Opm T
P e R D (0w
SUVED VR W W
79 TMPsD 5 YR
HHBL A pud T
HuEn we o sk
pimn  Binn ppd
by (b 7D oNIs
b N WE WA
mps wEp  TWw
oo oo POR
Bl bat-anesd
D WD LEEETR
gy B oo b
o e b pob
o3 R YD
s B3 omdw
berry-r] prnbn
opdmy oo ()
0 ,no meke) N7



{ i &2 A }y Y
X LJPMA-[2 TN YK XD NIWXIA M9 D 19012 12T NIX DYoX"
YN A9 X .. X L1277 DINN D270 — 27 7K 2710 X7 17K 319
"ANA 770 .N0152 AT [3Y2 2 D7 X 1 ...0YN X 107 TN T
T 9y N2IW D012 AN X X' NN N9 ...0°TAI DONA791
JUV AT M0 DIOT7 NFIRNI9 NUST 2 12'N2N ...0°2WN AXTAN 'NITX
NAYONN AN YX XN DWW 'NMI9 ... YIIdNT7 117 N 7Y
..9XW NN DWA 9K DT DWA NIYNAY DY 7K ON270 LLTIFNTH
WA 79nya ‘N7 ApnYnI” .70y 0Y (NNl XYne 7K N an
1N XY AT V1 ONAYONA NINT N YW j0IA 2V TINWUX 1 L UT?
(7.1.52 ,n"7 narwr no1dN MAT) "?PX7 1'win? 09N

) e PTD EORR bR LDDEWY o s - o1es

b r 1ob o3 O30 3955 ED L ANOTES pn Y [IPY PE0 DLoB’ v [IRRT VE PBD MR L4 T B ped g 13
mmfmm}.bm”?ﬁw ' :u!w%?:»&r;\:'ﬁ '“”mm‘zmm'm%ﬁi”ﬁ””’“wm
- 57 'p opbat L SESS SHOB SF 83 . D pinp 0 N - s o m v WO 1Y 8.0 .
?:;.w?'amkﬁn Shios” pe it rm::m?n msm;~ m:._:nmmbe*’b):maubwew.‘mgeuqswsah

175 .o, bop Tor vk . . ; il
s b 1 paeg D 633 o T S prEs PR 1T 0 My pier 3 B0 R S5 0 oshn ¥
£ T GOM, w7 96k3 promk 3 " 5 b :
: T o oy TPYD W L P R 710 °BD KON L W N0 IR :
5o oy . 11 ohwe b3 55 Ay ¢ NOR L TFow VTR DD W T 5% 00 NEs DN B b
AR T o 30 s VS TR PNSD 7 Derdn W s P AT LT ! :
A e aton 1 oot iy TPY KIW 50V DOV DWET NN YO0V WY yooses . oisni nbl v ama
Seo 8 bu oz pomn cop of phy TR KO ONIY FRZPN KO3 NN W 8OV FID W ook b o3 wharrs o
o D e b b 18 0 B 30 oy A 120 7] £ ETE 33K Hast . Tog, 52 eh brengrsh e Sm ooh ok
L3 0 o o o SvD L msmy . phoy 301 A IR0 - POV (115 Sl e ke v
Tk i b ppsdh e wS  TDYY I3 LNDTRO DYN YUVR TR 0N W ssvenm 66 £omes

o ob hi-ap osb b owmp phop 15 RPN TR MO DN NI 1::,,«,95;’;, biso (="'! ]',i;,)};m Lt
ot wpra sy TN 393 nawn Mo 73t ot IS TP s op s o boh 0 ol
S e bl W o Th weer  ONTZM TWINY MISTNA 5D ) 1NN I ™I el 1n b b Sndp 7RI B
s PR D ST YEke0 pUB M 071 YT '57 @33 M TWT L T I3 B Oy o3 s mmrima v o B o bl

b3

. ~ mwe

a3 (et TRYY SuimE U AT Ky By W

® 5% 9pga XY IR 0P 1007 9% UITRD ,
9pR 1ITIAY 31 17 8§ B8 10§ PR 122 I pY7°

1@ 2z pman) IRIR 21030 1 NE°7BR 132 % 108 .08
spipy 9T OF ‘A DRI CIRIM Wng R ®Y,
Dagint @AY ) (PTIRT '3 19 B I8
babat MEE TR WO AP P 11D 1RPRR
NP TOF ser o A B WD b3 ny >
soragy I TRy Cnpie o oTIngl 0'RY
i r om e IDIR 3WNFD PRI 131 17
A I3 STieE iR mag DR 'TE [2 8%
s 0 ooww TBIR 3INRT SIEIM °A2 1% oy
P1E1 (A CPRIPY CRE DY DR MIT,
.59p3 ®3% WIVIDI AP KD

T




€. é.ol‘c \/<r.|+(; L\ le

Ca b st Dzs"hhj, ee: 1S

25. Maimonides, Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:4,
writes the following regarding the seven nations of
Canaan: “It is a positive commandment to destroy the
seven nations, as it is said: ‘But thou shalt utterly
destroy them’ (Deuteronomy 20:17). If one does not kill
any of them that falls into one’s power, one fransgress-
es a negative commandment, as it is said: ‘Thou shalt
save nothing that breatheth’ (Deuteronomy 20:16). But
their memory has long since perished.” The Radbaz, in
his commentary ad loc., notes that the source for
Maimonides’ concdluding comment, “But their memory
has long since perished,” is the statement of Rabbi
Joshua in Mishnah Yadayim 4:4: “Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, came up and intermingled all the peoples.”

It is, however, striking and passing strange that
Maimonides, in setting forth the commandment to wipe
out Amalek, does not add the concluding phrase, “But
their memory has long since perished.” Thus states
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:5:
“Similarly it is a positive commandment to destroy the
remembrance of Amalek, as it is said: “Thou shalt blot
out the remembrance of Amalek’ (Deuteronomy 25:19).
Tt is also a positive commandment to remember always
his evil deeds and the waylaying [he resorted to], so that
we keep afresh the hatred manifested by him, as it is
said: ‘Remember what Amalek . did unto thee’

(Deuteronomy 25:17). The traditional interpretation of
this infunction is: ‘Remember,” by word of mouth; ‘Do
not forget,” out of mind, that it is forbidden to forget his
hatred and enmity.” It would appear from Maimonides;
statements that Amalek is sHIl i existence, while

seven mations have descended into the abyss of obliv-

Ton.
~Brne may query: Why didn’t Maimonides apply R.
Joshua's principle that “Sennacherib, king of Assyria,
came up and intermingled all the peoples” to Amalek as
he did to the seven nations? The answer to this question
is very simple. Scripture testifies that Amalek is sull.in
existence. Note what the Torah states: “The Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation”

P
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(Exodus 17:16). If that is the case, then it is impossible
that Amalek be completely destroyed before the coming
of the Messiah. As the sages state: “The [divine] throne
will not be whole and the [divine] Name will not be
whole until the descendants of Amalek are completely
blotted ocut” (Midrash Tanhuma on 'Ki Teze, end; and
Rashi on Exodus 17:16). But—where is he? ] once heard
the following answer from my father and m: .
Moses Soloveitchik] of biessed memory, namely, that
any nation that conspires to destroy Kemeset Israel
becomes, according to %e %al‘il?ﬁﬁ?, ﬁ!ﬁ My father
and master aaae§: We Rave Been charged with two
commandments concerning Amalek. The first is the
obligation to blot out his memory. This obligation
devolves upon every person with reference to an indi-
vidual Amalekite and is set forth in the verse “Thou
shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek”
(Deuteronomy 25:19). The second is the readiness to do
battle as 2 community against the people Amalek. This
requirement is set forth in the verse, “The Lord will
have war with Amalek from generation to generation”
(Exodus 17:16). Thus, if any people seeks to destroy us,
we are commanded to do battle against it when it rises
up against us, and this battle of ours is an obligatory
war (milhemet mizvak) on the basis of the verse from
Exodus, "The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.” However, the obligation to
wipe out individual Amalekites, as set forth in the verse
from Deuteronomy, applies only to genealogical
descendants of Amalek. Now it is true that Maimonides’
ruling also includes the cbligation to blot out individu-
als, an obligation which does not apply to any nation
other than Amalek, even if that nation seeks to destroy
the Jewish people [and this obligation is no longer in
force, since there are no longer any identifiable
genealogical descendants of Amalek]. Nevertheless,
since the cbligation to do battle against Amalek as 2

people would apply to such a nation, Maimonides did
not use the phrase “But its [Amalek’s] memory has long
since perished.” There still exists a category of Amalek
as a_people] even oples have been

intermingled [and_there are no_ldnger any i

tos].

Perhaps the above is the basis for the ruling of
Maimonides in Laws of Kings and Their Wars 5:1 that a
defenisive war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor is an obligatory war. Such a war falls under
the rubric of “The Lord will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.” To be sure, Maimonides in
his ruling singles out the war against Amalek for special
mention [which would indicate that the war against
Amalek and a defensive war against an aggressor are
two separate categories}. Nevertheless, one may main-
4ain that a war waged by the Jewish people against an
aggressor who seeks to destroy it still belongs to the cat-
egory of the war against’ Amalek. Note carefully the
sugya in Sotah 44b, 5.v. Amar R. Yohanan.
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Despite the infirmities of old age, the Rav indefatigably pursued
King David's challenge to “sing to Hashem a new song.” I was as-
tonished when the Rav announced a few weeks before Pesach of
1984 that he would devote his shiur to topics relating to korban Pe-
sach, a topic on which he had not yet delivered shiurim. Surely the
students would have been satisfied to hear Rav Soloveitchik deliver
thoughts on Pesach that he had delivered in the prior forty years of
lecturing at Yeshiva. The Rav, on the other hand, had different
plans. There were new trails to blaze and frontiers to conquer even
at age eighty. One day in November 1984 one of the talmidim
pointed out to the Rav that in yesterday’s shiur he had explained a
passage in the Rambam in a different manner than he had explained
that day. The Rav without batting an eyelash responded, “Never
mind what I said yesterday.” For the Rav, the Torah was ever fresh,
as if it was presented by Hashem to His people anew every single
day (see Rashi to Devarim 6.6).

In the midst of privately discussing the propriety of purchasing
a German-manufactured automobile, the Rav displayed one of the
facets of his greatness. He said to me that perhaps he had erred
when he strongly urged Israeli Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion
to desist from accepting reparations from the West German gov-
ernment. Israel’s politicians and citizens were embroiled in a sear-
ing debate in the 1950’s about whether to accept reparations from
the German government in compensation for the Nazi atrocities. In
a relatively rare public expression of his views regarding matters of
public policy, the Rav at that time expressed his forceful opposition
to the State of Israel accepting the proposed reparations. Astonish-
ingly, thirty years later, the Rav said to me that maybe history
proved him wrong, as the State of Israel would not have developed
economically as it had done in the past three decades, had she not
accepted money from the West Germans. How many older people
have the courage and integrity to state upon reflection that they re-

gard a major position that they fought for in years gone by as mis-
taken?
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