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Religious Humanism
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7) Rav Aharon Lichtenstein : Values in Halacha pg. 37 From a
religious perspective, however, which regards mankind as having not only
rights but responsibilities,.... Man’s relation to God entails obligations to
Him, so that energies which might have been channeled toward the
advancement of purely human welfare are expended in the service of God.
In this sense, therefore, the religious point of view is..less humanistic than
the secular

8) RAL VIH pg. 41 -Divine selection - this relation is initiated through
an act of grace.... It is God who invests human life with meaning — first,
by electing man in the act of creation proper, and then by maintaining
community with him

9) RAL VIH pgs. 42-43 Halacha is predicated upon human freedom
The whole of Halakha rests upon this vision. As a normative system, it is
grounded upon one cardinal premise: human freedom and creativity. And
as an experienced reality, it trumpets forth, in turn, one central message:
human freedom and creativity. It does not merely posit... this doctrine as a
metaphysical principle. It envisions freedom, at every level and in every
sphere, ....It makes one persistent demand: Choose. Decide. As a




pervasive legal system, Halakha posits Jewish existence at the plane of
maximal consciousness and decision. The Jew is insistently called upon to
exercise intelligence and rational will — to act, that is, as an active subject
rather than as a passive object.

10) RAL VIH pg. 47 Nature of Man VS. Experience of Man our second
focus — the degree of concern for human welfare — poses an entirely
different question. In a sense, of course, the two problems are related.
Insofar as one assumes the majesty and dignity of man, he presumably
becomes less prone to otherworldliness. Respect for human personality
would naturally lead to concern for satisfying all its needs and for the
fullest development of the total environment within which it finds both
realization

11)RAL VIH pg. 49 Novarduk Or, to take a recent Jewish example, R.
Yosef Yosel Hurwitz, the founder of the Nowaredok school of musar;
entertained the most exalted conceptions of man’s intrinsic worth and yet
counseled radical forms of asceticism and renunciation

12) RAL VIH pg. 53 Judaism validates human needs this spirit is rooted
in an awareness of the significance of man’s temporal needs, physical as
well as psychological...pg. 54 The emphasis is rather upon a discipline of
choice and direction. Man’s basic physiological and psychological drives
are recognized as healthy, but they are channeled and chastened by being
integrated into a harmoniously ordered discipline....The basic goal is
kedusha, not the suppression but the sanctification of world and self, and
the primary means is the organization of experience around a divinely
ordained normative order
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19) RAL VIH pg. 58 Scaffolding or arena of kedusha may at once
accept and criticize, tolerate and amend, welcome the gross world of
human appetites, as the squalid scaffolding from amid which the life of the




spirit must rise, and insist that this also is the material of the Kingdom of
God.

The Halakha does not merely regard the mundane order as “squalid
scaffolding” from which spiritual life may emerge. The mundane is itself
one facet of the spiritual life — not just an arena within which spirituality
may grow but, insofar as it is the subject of numerous commandments, the
very fabric of halakhic living. It is not just a preliminary to religious
existence but, when governed by the relevant mitzvot and halakhot, one
aspect of it.
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22)RAL VIH pg. 61 Sacrifice, Not Ascetism Clearly, if the Halakha
rejects outright asceticism, it has no hesitation about demanding personal
sacrifice... Halakha shifts the center of authority from man to the
law.....On the one hand, man is no longer vested with the power of
ultimate decision. On the other hand, human comfort is discarded as the
normal ground of decision

23)RAL VIH pg. 62 Sacrificing Moral Judgement The sacrifice it
requires — in principle, and occasionally in practice — is not only natural
inclination but moral judgment proper. As Kierkegaard so clearly
perceived, the Akedainvolved Abraham’s ethical instincts as well as his
son

24)RAL VIH pg. 64 Summary of Judaism and Humanism It is almost
ludicrous to speak of Judaism as an anthropocentric religion. Judaism is
humanistic in its vision of man’s worth, its concern for his well-being, and
its positive approach to all aspects of his existence. But it harbors no
illusions about man’s servile position, a position he occupies not as a
punishment for some Original Sin but simply as his natural condition; or,
at a higher level, as the result of his covenantal commitment

25)RAL VIH pg. 70 Cardinal Newman- Sun drop from heaven holds it
better for the sun and moon to drop from heaven, for the earth to fail, and
for all the many millions who are upon it to die of starvation in extremest
agony, as far as temporal affliction goes, than that one soul, I will not say,
should be lost, but should commit one venial sin, should tell one wilful
untruth, though it harmed no one, or should steal one poor farthing without
excuse
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39)RAL VIH pg. 89 Dangers of Underapplying humanistic factors in
Pesak Consequently, the failure to invoke these dispensations in any but
the most extreme cases cannot but erode their position — and popular
awareness of that position — as central values within the Torah-halakhic
order




