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Gemaras on Saying Hallel and Establishing New Yamim Tovim
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American Issues and Posekim

23. Gil Student, “Technology, Halakhic Change and Yom Ha’-Atzma’ut,” Torah Musings, May 8,
2011, accessible at https://www.torahmusings.com/2011/05/technology-halakhic-change-and-yom-
ha-atzmaut/

R. [Dr. Aaron] Levine was also a Religious Zionist and the synagogue over which he presided thanked
God annually for returning Jewish sovereignty to Israel by reciting Hallel on Yom Ha-Atzma’ut. While
the holiday was initially established in 1949 on the fifth of lyar, its date was slightly modified in
subsequent years. In 1950, when the date fell on Shabbos, the holiday was moved forward to Sunday in
order to avoid desecration of Shabbos in the festivities. Later experiences led to more details of changes in
the date, with the latest going into effect in 2004 moving the date from Monday to Tuesday...

In America, where the celebrations can be more easily controlled to avoid the desecration of Shabbos,
many authorities did not recognize the change of date, among them R. Ahron Soloveichik and R. Hershel
Schachter. They insisted that people recite Hallel on the fifth of lyar — the day of the miracle of the
declaration of the State of Israel — regardless of when Israelis celebrate the day. R. Aaron Levine’s son,
R. Efraim Levine, told me that his father had to change his position on this question over time.
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Initially, R. Levine followed R. Soloveichik’s ruling on this subject and instructed his congregants to
always recite Hallel on the fifth of lyar. However, the internet forced him to change his position. If |
understand correctly from our brief conversation, R. Levine’s reasoning was that, in the past, Yom Ha-
Atzma’ut celebrations were local, taking place in synagogues and schools with perhaps some articles in
the Jewish newspaper. It was easy for a community to determine its own date to celebrate.

25. Aaron Adler, “Hallel on Yom
HaAtzmaut: The Rav’s Official

Position, Hamizrachi, April 2020, p. 20

IN-TX 'T ,290 WO VIV AN "7 .24

the RCA. One question, dated in the
early 1950’s, sought the Rav’s opinion
regarding the reaction and proper
procedures of the RCA towards Isra-
el’s Independence Day. Specifically,
should Hallel be recited or not? The
Rav’s extremely brief four-Hebrew-
word response was: “They said and
they said” (ymx om 1mx on).

In conversation, I asked the Rav what
he meant by using this Talmudic
phrase.® The Rav responded that he
had nothing to do with the establish-
ment of Israel’s Independence Day. It
was the Chief Rabbinate of Israel that
instituted the saying of Hallel that
day. Therefore, 11X on — they said
there should be a holiday, so ™mx on
— they have the authority to say what
should be done or said on that day.
The Rav explained that this was not
a private halachic inquiry, but rather
one of public nature. As a question as
such emanated from Israel, the Chief
Rabbinate must serve as the resident
Rabbinic authority (XanxT x7m) in this
case.®
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