
Sukkot Shabbat Chol Hamoed  Exodus 33:12-34:26 and Number 29:26-31 
 
We will finish our lectionary cycle for the year and start the new one on Simchat Torah. 
On holidays we step out of the regular triennial cycle and read a Torah section chosen 
by the rabbis for the particular holiday. This Shabbat during Chol Hamoed Sukkot, we 
read a section from Exodus that focuses on the relationship between G-d and Moses.  
 
Moses asks in verse 33:18 “Hareini na et k’vodecha” – “Please show me your glory.” G-
d replies that Moses cannot see G-d’s face because no man can do that and live, but 
that G-d will show Moses G-d’s back. How can he see G-d’s back? G-d will place him in 
a cleft in the rock and cover him with G-d’s hand as G-d passes by, so then Moses will 
see G-d’s back as G-d leaves. The anthropomorphic description is striking. The 
suggestion is that G-d has a human form (face, back, hand) but that it’s not possible for 
humans to withstand seeing that form. 
 
This reading includes, in verses 34:6-7, the “Thirteen Attributes of G-d” that are read at 
the start of the holiday Torah service (except on Shabbat). Those who have tried 
unsuccessfully to count to 13 during the chanting at the beginning of the Torah service 
will notice that two attributes have been left out of the liturgy. This week’s reading 
includes them all, even the two punitive ones. 
 
The Exodus portion of the Torah reading goes on to describe the festivals. The maftir 
comes from the book of Numbers and states the specific sacrificial requirements for the 
fifth and sixth days of Sukkot. 
 
Haftarah  Ezekiel 38:18- 39:16 
 
The haftarah comes from the book of Ezekiel, the third of the Major Prophets. The 
prophets are divided into Major and Minor not by importance but by volume of output. At 
the time of the canonization of the Hebrew Bible, the work of each of the Major Prophets 
was considered to be one book. The Minor Prophets all fit onto one scroll and were 
considered one book. 
 
Ezekiel prophesized during the Babylonian exile and his book of prophesies is a series 
of visions of an often dream-like quality. In this section he tells of a future war in which 
Gog, ruler of the land of Magog, will attack Israel. With G-d’s help, Israel will triumph 
and all the nations of the world will consequently recognize G-d’s sovereignty. 
 
Shabbat Chol Hamoed Pesach also has a haftarah from Ezekiel. In that case it is the 
“dry bones” vision. Hai Gaon, a medieval sage, claimed that the reason we read these 
particular portions on these holidays is that bodily resurrection of the dead will occur on 
Pesach and victory over Gog will occur on Sukkot. 
 


