
A systematic and concise learning method, from the 
Talmudic source through modern-day halachic application

Cover 300 major topics in Shulchan Aruch, learning once a 
week during a four-year cycle

Join over 10,000 learners in communities in Israel and 
around the world in this global initiative

Clear and concise 
introductions to each 
section

Modern English translation 
alongside the original 
Hebrew text

Color-coded sections, icons 
and elucidation to guide 
the learner

In-depth essays and 
responsa at the end of each 
section to complement the 
learning
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8 · Hilchot Purim

Tzurba M’Rabanan

Megilla Reading
According to the Gemara, there is an obligation to read the Megilla both during the day and at night. Masechet Megilla 4a Rabbi Chelbo said that Ulla Bira’a said: A person is obligated 

to read the Megilla at night and then repeat it during the day, 
as it is stated: “So that my glory may sing praise to You and 
not be silent; O Lord, my God, I will give thanks to You 
forever” (Tehillim 30:13).
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Rashi explains that in the verse quoted, the phrase “may sing praise to You” refers to reading the Megilla once, 

and the phrase “and not be silent” indicates that one reads it a second time. He explains further that since the 

Megilla is read to praise Hashem for saving the Jews, reading it is considered “singing praise.” Indeed, as Rashi 

notes, the Midrash actually interprets this whole chapter in Tehillim as referring to Mordechai and Esther.

The Shulchan Aruch codi�es this ruling of the Gemara as follows:
 Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 687:1 One is obligated to read the Megilla at night and repeat it 

during the day. �e time for the night reading is the entire 
night, while the time for the day reading is the entire day 
from sunrise until the end of the day. If he read it from dawn, 
he has ful�lled his obligation.
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�e Berachot Over the Megilla
The Gemara brings the list of berachot that one recites before reading the Megilla. Masechet Megilla 21b What blessing is recited before the reading of the Megilla? 

Rav Sheshet from Katrazya once happened to come 
before Rav Ashi, and he recited three blessings, alluded to 
by the le�ers mem, nun, chet.
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 Rashi, ibid.
Mem, nun, chet – this refers to al mikra Megilla (reading the 
Megilla), she’asa nissim (who has performed miracles), and 
shehechiyanu (who has sustained us).

8  �e Respona Noda Beyhuda (Mahadura Kama, O.C. 41) writes that there is a qualitative di�erence between the reading at night and the daytime 

reading: �e day reading is obligatory as divrei kabala, accepted from the time of the Purim story itself, whereas the nigh�ime reading is only by rabbinic 

decree. He bases this on the verse “and these days are remembered and done” (Esther 9:28), which implies that the primary enactment was for the days 

and not the nights. Based on this, he wished to permit stopping in the middle of the reading at night to recite kiddush levana when necessary; see there 

at length.
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The poskim dispute whether the beracha of shehechiyanu is repeated before the daytime reading. The Rif 

and Rambam hold that shehechiyanu is only recited at night, while Tosafot and the Rosh hold that it is 

repeated during the day as well. The Shulchan Aruch and Rema also argue accordingly.Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 692:1 One who reads the Megilla recites three brachot beforehand: 
Al mikra Megilla, she’asa nissim, and shehechiyanu. In the day 
one does not repeat the beracha of shehechiyanu. Rema: Some say that even during the day one recites 

shehechiyanu, and this is the custom in all these lands.
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The Magen Avraham explains the reason behind the ruling of the Rema that shehechiyanu is repeated.Magen Avraham 692:2 For the primary mitzvah of reading is during the day.8 11As is usually the case, Ashkenazim follow the opinion of the Rema and recite shehechiyanu twice, while 

Sefardim only recite shehechiyanu at night, in accordance with the opinion of the Shulchan Aruch (and as 

con�rmed by the Yalkut Yosef, Purim p. 293).The Mishna Berura adds that both the one reading the Megilla and the ones listening should have intention 

that the beracha of shehechiyanu recited in the morning apply to the mitzvot of mishloach manot and 

matanot la’evyonim as well (Sefardim should have this in mind when reciting it at night).Mishna Berura 692:1 It is correct when reciting the beracha of shehechiyanu to also 
have intention for mishloach manot and the meal of Purim, 
for they are also mitzvot [of the day]. �is should be told 
to the reader who is reciting the beracha, as we need the 
intention of both the reader as well as the listener.
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When does the cycle start?
The four-year cycle for the English series 
begins in February 2019 (Shevat 5779). The 
learning schedule is available on request, 
and the books will be distributed in advance.

Which topics are covered?
The first volume includes topics such 
as the status of Christianity and Islam 
in contemporary times, omens and 
superstitions, as well as topics connected to 
Purim and Pesach. A comprehensive list of 
topics is available on request.

Tzurba M’Rabanan in your community
Bring Tzurba M’Rabanan to your community 
with a weekly shiur or chaburah. Contact 
us to find out how to order the learning 
materials which will form the basis of the 
shiurim.

What is the cost?
Each book costs $12 (plus shipping). There 
will be three-four books per year throughout 
the four year cycle. One set is required per 
participant. There are no other costs.

How can I find out more details?
For general information, and to order books, 
please visit www.tzurbaolami.org.

For other queries, please email Rabbi Reuven 
Taragin at ravtaragin@mizrachi.org.

LAUNCHING
FEBRUARY 2019!
www.tzurbaolami.org

Join the revolutionary Tzurba M’Rabanan 
learning program... now in English!



When does the cycle start?
The four-year cycle for the English series 
begins in February 2019 (Shevat 5779). The 
learning schedule is available on request, 
and the books will be distributed in advance.

Which topics are covered?
The first volume includes topics such 
as the status of Christianity and Islam 
in contemporary times, omens and 
superstitions, as well as topics connected to 
Purim and Pesach. A comprehensive list of 
topics is available on request.

Tzurba M’Rabanan in your community
Bring Tzurba M’Rabanan to your community 
with a weekly shiur or chaburah. Contact 
us to find out how to order the learning 
materials which will form the basis of the 
shiurim.

What is the cost?
Each book costs $17 AUD (plus shipping). 
There will be three-four books per year 
throughout the four year cycle. One set is 
required per participant. There are no other 
costs.

How can I find out more details?
For general information, please visit 
www.tzurbaolami.org. For other queries 
and to order books, please email Rabbi Mark 
Steiner at markcsteiner13@gmail.com.

YEAR ONE
FEBRUARY–SEPTEMBER 2019

BOOK ONE

Shiur 1	 AVODA ZARA 1		  February 2

Shiur 2	 AVODA ZARA 2		  February 9

Shiur 3	 CHUKOT HAGOYIM		  February 16

Shiur 4	 MAGIC AND SORCERY 	 February 23

Shiur 5	 PEOT HAROSH	 	 March 2

Shiur 6	 PEOT HAZAKAN	 	 March  9

Shiur 7	 PURIM			   March 16

	 PURIM BREAK

Shiur 8	 SHILUACH HAKEN	 	 March 30

Shiur 9	 SEDER NIGHT  1		  April  6

Shiur 10	 SEDER NIGHT 2		  April 13

	 PESACH BREAK

BOOK TWO

Shiur 11	 KIBUD AV V’EM 1		  May 4

Shiur 12	 KIBUD AV V’EM 2		  May 11

Shiur 13	 KIBUD AV V’EM 3		  May 18

Shiur 14	 TALMUD TORAH 1		  May 25

Shiur 15	 TALMUD TORAH 2		  June 1

Shiur 16	 GERUT 			   June 8

Shiur 17	 MILA			   June 15

Shiur 18	 PIDYON HABEN	 	 June 22

Shiur 19	 TZEDAKA 1		  June 22

Shiur 20	 TZEDAKA 2 		  July 6

BOOK THREE

Shiur 21	 MEZUZA 1		  July 13

Shiur 22	 MEZUZA 2		  July 20

Shiur 23	 KILEI BEGADIM 		  July 27

Shiur 24	 BIKUR CHOLIM 	 	 August 2

	 SUMMER BREAK

Shiur 25	 AVEILUT 			   August 31

Shiur 26	 NEDARIM 1		  September  7

Shiur 27	 NEDARIM 2		  September 14

YEAR TWO
SEPTEMBER 2019–AUGUST 2020

KASHRUT (18 shiurim)

TAHARAT HAMISHPACHA (11 shiurim)

ORACH CHAIM 

HALACHOT ON WAKING UP IN THE MORNING (2 shiurim)

TZITZIT (5 shiurim)

TEFILLIN (4 shiurim)

TEFILLA/MINYAN/HALACHIC TIMES (6 shiurim)

YEAR THREE
SEPTEMBER 2020–AUGUST 2021

TEFILLA (12 shiurim)

NETILAT YADAYIM (3 shiurim)

BRACHOT ON FOODS, SHEHECHIYANU, HAGOMEL, ETC. 
(12 shiurim)

MITZVOT ASEI OF SHABBAT, TEFILLOT AND OTHER TOPICS 
RELATED TO SHABBAT (11 shiurim)

MELACHOT OF SHABBAT (14 shiurim)

YEAR FOUR
SEPTEMBER 2021–AUGUST 2022

MELACHOT OF SHABBAT (CONTINUED) (20 shiurim)

CHAGIM AND MOADIM (14 shiurim)

EVEN HAEZER

PIRYAH V’RIVYAH (4 shiurim)

MARRIAGE (3 shiurim)

YICHUD (2 shiurim)

CHUPA, KIDUSHIN AND SHEVA BRACHOT (5 shiurim)

YEAR FIVE
SEPTEMBER 2022 –APRIL 2023

CHOSHEN MISHPAT 

HALACHA REGARDING SECULAR COURTS (2 shiurim)

BEIT DIN (4 shiurim)

MONETARY LAWS (11 shiurim)

RETURNING LOST ARTICLES (2 shiurim)

COPYRIGHT LAWS (2 shiurim)

INTEREST (3 shiurim)

HALACHOT OF INHERITANCE (2 shiurim)

THREE OTHER MISCELLANEOUS TOPICS

Schedule for the Tzurba M’Rabanan English Cycle


