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Introduction 
The direct translation of the word Seder in Hebrew is order. While there is the longtime prescribed 

order of the evening (which is how this supplement is structured) you know what helps bring order in 

your own home and the Seder is not something that should feel like a “chore” but something that you as 

a family can connect to in order to understand a key moment in Jewish history and we encourage you to 

think about that as you move through the evening. 

This document is not meant to be used in place of a Haggadah but along with it. Throughout you will 

find some highlights to make sure you hit on from what can be an overwhelming experience, tips of how 

to make the Seder more accessible – especially to our religious school students, and questions to help 

everyone around your table think about how this story still holds relevance and lessons for each of us 

today.  

While this supplement was written in 2021, in a time when we still are not able to have the Seders we 

are used to due to COVID-19, the notes, tips and questions will still apply in the future but may just have 

a different meaning each year you come back to it. 

We encourage our families and students to share with us meaningful experiences they had during their 

Seders, either in their first day back in religious school after Passover or by sharing stories/pictures via 

email to school@cbisp.org 

We wish all of our students and families a Happy & Healthy Passover.  
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Setting the Seder Table   
- Seder Plate – either the traditional one, the one you made at religious school or the Make 

Your Own (supplies in Passover Religious School Bag) 

- Matza Cover – Colored in one (bag in your Passover Religious School Bag) 

- Afikoman Cover/Bag – reminder – you will need to eat the afikomen you hide so you’ll 

want to make sure its fully covered. Visit https://pjlibrary.org/beyond-books/pjblog/february-

2019/how-to-make-an-easy-afikomen-bag for an easy way to make one.  

- Elijah & Miriam Cups- can either be filled (Elijah with wine/grape juice and Miriam with 

water) or left empty to be filled by each participant’s cups later in the seder. Visit 

https://creativecynchronicity.com/passover-elijah-miriam-and-kiddush-cups/ for Dollar Store 

Elijah and Miriam Cups that can be made at home. 

Tip: Pillow on each chair – everyone is encouraged to recline during the Seder and we know that 

children may get tired by the end so these pillows can serve multiple purposes 

Pre-Seder Rituals 
• Lighting Candles – A way to indicate that the mood in the house should begin to change 

as you officially bring in the holiday. (See note below for why candles are key for 1st Seder in 

2021 being on a Saturday night)  

o 1st Night Note – include the Sheychanu as it’s the first time this year that we are lighting 

candles to bring in Passover (we will do it another 3 times before the week is over) 

• Blessing the Children – A good opportunity to bless your children in a quiet moment 

before everything starts. 

Tip: Questions & Thank Yous– Take the opportunity to make sure that everyone who is taking part in 

the Seder (whether in person or virtually) feels like they are being welcomed in to enjoy this 

experience. Give a chance for any questions to be asked so everyone can feel comfortable. Make 

sure to thank the people who put together this experience, whether it was cleaning the house, 

making the food, making the pieces for the Seder table, etc.  
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Seder 
Kadesh – 1st Cup of Grape Juice/Wine  
Unlike the 3 other times during the evening, this is the full kiddush similar to what we do on Friday 

nights and other holidays, during which we not only bless the “fruits of the vine” but also acknowledge 

the importance of the day 

1st Seder Note for 2021 – on Saturday night we include an abridged Havdalah as we are concluding 

Shabbat as we begin the next celebration. Rather than using a Havdalah candle you should acknowledge 

the holiday candles you just lit when saying that part of the prayer. And please note that unlike a regular 

Saturday night where we say “bein kodesh l’chol” on this night we say “bein kodesh l’kodesh” to 

acknowledge that this night is still holy 

1st Seder Note – Include Sheychanu  

: In the sheychanu prayer we are acknowledging that we are grateful for reaching this moment in 

time. What is something else this past year that you were grateful for? 

Urchatz – Washing Hands with no blessing 
Tip: The next step will involve eating so always a safe and healthy thing for everyone to wash hands first 

Karpas – Dipping Parsley in Salt Water & Eating It 

: While traditionally this step is done with parsley, the blessing used is for anything that comes from 

the ground. What are other foods that could be used instead and still fall under this blessing? 

Tip: With a wide array of foods that are covered by this blessing you can use this opportunity to put out 

veggie trays and other hor d’oeuvres to help keep people at the table interested in the story to come 

before they eat again. 

Yachatz – Breaking the Middle Matzah 
In homes where the afikomen is going to be hidden, the broken piece is the one to be “hidden”.  

: Why do we break the middle matza? Why do we hide the food that is going to be our “dessert”? 

Tip: Give each child an “afikomen” to hide for the next youngest participant to find as it gives each child 

the feeling of ownership and will help with the finding as the adults are finishing their meal later on.  

Maggid – The Telling of the Story 
We are taught that we should treat this story in every generation as if we were personally freed from 

Egypt. With this in mind, along with the basics that we can learn from the 4 children, look around the 

table at your different learners to think about the best way to approach the story. While you can stick 

with the words in the book, below are some other options/things to discuss as you move through. 



- Begin with the question(s) – Mah Nishtanah –  

o All CBI Religious School students learned both how to sing the Mah Nishtanah as well as 

the story in general.  

o Tip: Each student should be encouraged to sing – either individually or as a group and 

then they should be encouraged to answer their own question(s) by sharing what they 

learned about the story in class. Each will have their own version and share the pieces 

that stuck out to them which is the retelling of the story for this generation. 

 

- Meeting Each Person Where They Are – The 4 Children 

o The story of Passover is so important to us as Jews that we are told how to approach 4 

distinct types of learners (traditionally referred to as sons) to make sure the story is 

understood by everyone on their own level. 

o Tip: Good opportunity to show different Haggadot that may be around the table as 

there are most likely different versions of the visual for these 4 distinct personalities. 

o : What are 4 key ways that are helpful for you to learn about a story in history, and 

is there something that you would like to see different about the Seder to help you 

understand why we do it? 

 

- Sympathy for Others – Ha Lachma Anya & The Plagues 

o Ha Lachma Anya –  

▪ In the Torah, when referring to Matzah and our commandment to eat it for 7 

days, it is referred to as the bread of poverty (Ha lachma anya) 

▪ : What is something that we can do to help ensure that those who may not 

have enough to eat or for other reasons aren’t able to care for themselves can 

have a better year ahead? 

o The Plagues –  

▪ As we acknowledge each plague, we take a drop out of our own grape 

juice/wine glasses to acknowledge that in order for us to be free others had to 

suffer (and shed blood). 

▪ : While T’shuvah/Repentance falls more with Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur, 

is there anything that we want to acknowledge and repent for that we may have 

done with the best intentions but in the end someone got hurt? 

 

- Being Grateful for what we have -Dayenu 

o This popular “song” is part of the telling of the story and is an acknowledgement that 

after the Exodus of Egypt the rest of Jewish history is “gravy,” but we are still grateful 

for what comes next. The traditional Dayenu ends with arriving in Ancient Israel and 

building the First Temple.  

o : What are some key moments in Jewish history that if we were updating Dayenu 

for us as Jews today you think should be included? 

 

 



- Symbols and what they mean today – Pesach, Matzah, Maror 

o We have 3 key symbols that we point out sitting on the table with historical significance 

but sometimes we need to think of them in a modern context as well. 

▪ Pesach (Roasted Bone) 

• Representing the lamb whose blood was put on the doorpost so the last 

plague would pass over those homes, today we use a Mezzuzah to 

represent that idea. 

• : Is there a special story/connection/reason behind any of the 

mezzuzahs in your home? If yes, share. If it is in the home that you are 

eating in encourage people to go on a “field trip” to physically see that 

mezuzah 

▪ Matzah (Matzah) 

• Representing the food they had to hurry to make because they didn’t 

have enough time. It’s today’s version of “fast food”. 

• : What is your favorite “fast food” or item in your kitchen that you 

love using to make your meals faster than in the past? 

▪ Maror (Bitter Herb/Horseradish) 

• Representing the bitter/hard life the Israelites led in Egypt. 

• : What is a non-food representation that you feel represents the 

bitter/hard times in your everyday life? 

 

Rachtzah – Washing with the Blessing 
Tip: We are about to enter the large eating portion so for hygiene and health it’s a good time for 

everyone to wash their hands with soap and water before doing the ritual hand washing 

Motzi Matzah – Blessing the Matzah 
Using the top matzah hand out pieces to be eaten after saying 2 blessings. 

Tip: Can help bring this back into the Maggid section by referencing back to the Mah Nishtanah to point 

out that matza is always considered an acceptable thing for motzi but tonight we need to acknowledge 

it for both Motzi and for the fact that we are commanded to eat this particular type of bread. 

Maror – Eating the Bitter Herbs 

: Why do we think we need to eat something bitter rather than just point like we do for the shank 

bone? 

  



Korech – Making a sandwich of Matzah, Maror and Charoset 
In Rabbinic tradition this represents the hard parts of the story in one single bite.  

: Eating this sandwich is a way of putting the hard parts of the story behind us as the rest of the 

Seder will focus on praise and being thankful. What is something else that we can do/a tradition we 

have to help us mark the transition between hard times and good times? 

Shulchan Orech – The Meal! 
Tip: While enjoying the meal if there is a story/reason behind why certain things are brought to your 

family table to eat, this is a great chance to make sure that the children begin learning the family 

history/traditions to be able to eventually pass down to the next generation. 

Tzafun – Eating the Afikoman 
Everyone should be given piece of the previously broken off piece of matza from Yachatz to eat for 

“dessert” 

Tip: If adults are still eating and need to keep the children entertained encourage them to play hide and 

seek either before or after actually finding the afikomen. 

Barech – Birkat Ha’Mazon/Grace After Meals & Elijah/Miriam Cups 

 – Birkat HaMazon: What are we thankful for that allowed us to eat the meal we just finished? 

– Cups on Table: Each of these cups represents a promise. For Elijah it’s that in the future everything 

will be the best that it can be and for Miriam it’s the promise of sustaining life through the key element 

of water. What is the promise you want to make over your 3rd cup of grape juice/wine? 

Tip: For Elijah’s cup before the individual drinks their 3rd cup have each person spill a drop from their 

own cup into Elijah’s to represent that the promise of redemption can only come about when we come 

together as a community. 

Hallel – Psalms of Praise 

: If you were creating a playlist of songs that represent the same ideas of praise in the psalms that 

are in the Haggadah and said every morning during this holiday, what songs would they be? - We at CBI 

would love to get a copy of your playlist to create a Hallel Spotify list that we can use for holidays 

throughout the year. Please email your song recommendations to school@cbisp.org.  
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Nirzah – Conclusion – Next Year in Jerusalem, Omer & Concluding Songs 
Representing the celebration of what is yet to come and that the Seder is almost done. 

– Next Year in Jerusalem: While this may be the traditional goal of where the Jewish people want to 

be, what is your goal for how you want to be celebrating Passover next year? 

2nd Seder Note – Counting the Omer – There are 49 days between the start of Passover, representing the 

leaving of Egypt to our next major holiday of Shavuot, representing the receiving of the Torah at Mt. 

Sinai. 

: What are you most looking forward to in the next 7 weeks? 

Tip: It is customary to count the omer each evening. Think together as a family if there is a part of your 

family nightly routine that could include this counting each day until Shavuot? 

– Who Knows One: For numbers 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 & 12 can you name each of what is being 

referenced? 

Tip – Who Knows One: If singing the song in Hebrew, the traditional response is written to indicate that 

1 male is answering the question using the word “yodeah”, if 1 female is answering the question, she 

can use the word “yodeat” and if a group is answering the question they can use the word “yodim” 

Tip – Chad Gadya: Hand out “roles” for different people to play out as the story progress through the 

song (note – the song does not have a happy ending) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


