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“Bringing Light Into The World”
    Olivia Weiss, 7th Grader at Makom Solel Lakeside, Contest Winner
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FROM THE RABBI

Ner Tamid, Eternal Light: 
What is the history of ours? 

In my Yom Kippur sermon, I  
mentioned a brief trip to set up  
my daughter, Elisha, in her new 
apartment and job in Pittsburgh.  
On the way home, seeing a highway 
sign for Ligonier, Indiana, Ceilanne 
and I decided to make a brief  
pilgrimage to see if we could find 
the small synagogue building that 
still stands in Ligonier.  It is now a  
historical landmark where the Ner 
Tamid that hangs in our sanctuary 

once hung.

It turns out that the synagogue is right on Main Street, easy to 
find and has a historical marker right outside.  It reads, “German 
Jews immigrated to the US in greater numbers starting in the  
1850s.  In the 1860s, Ligonier’s Jewish residents formed the  
congregation and circa 1867 built a small synagogue  
nearby.  The congregation formed close relationships with local 
churches.  The Jewish community prospered providing civic and 
business leaders. In 1889, Ahavath Sholom (lovers of peace),  
dedicated a new synagogue here.  Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, 
founder of American Reform Judaism, spoke on religious  
tolerance at the dedication. The celebration included people 
from other cities and states.  Jewish population peaked around 
1900, later declining as younger residents moved to larger cities 
for educational and economic opportunities.”
 
The last member of the Jewish community left Ligonier around 
1945, and the bima pieces were put into storage and ended up 
with Wertheimer and Watel family of descendants in Highland 
Park.  They gave the Eternal Light to Lakeside Congregation as 
it was building its home on County Line Road in 1971.  It was 
rekindled there and then moved to our Makom Sanctuary a  
little over a year ago.
 
In the past, I have seen black and white pictures of the building’s 
exterior, and I looked forward to seeing it in color.  But more than 
that, God was with us on a beautiful summer day, as when we 
arrived there were people working inside!  The building which 
has been a Christian Science Reading Room and the home of 
the Ligonier Historical Society, is now being refitted inside as a 
private home.  It is a landmark, so the exterior and the windows 

will remain, but probably they are more difficult to see in their 
entirety.  We were blessed and lucky to arrive when we did.
 
In addition to the building itself, the home of one of the  
congregation’s founders, Solomon Mier, which has been a bed 
and breakfast, is just a block away.  It is actually up for sale, so 
if you’ve ever wanted a bed and breakfast…. It is a bargain, 
certainly by North Shore standards.
 
The interior of Ahavath Sholom has many splendid  
features, including ornate original hardware, the ark where the 
eternal light hung is still built into the wall, and the remarkable 
windows depict biblical scenes from the life of King David.
 It was nice to see the original chandelier which matches our 
Ner Tamid closely.
 
 This congregation, which spoke German in its first services as 
well as its board minutes, is a part of the remarkable history of 
Reform Judaism in America.  We owe its founders and their  
descendants a debt of gratitude for being a light on our path.  
We might not be here without them, and whenever I look at 
that light, I think of that history, and hope that we will light  
the path for the generations that come after us.
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FROM THE RABBI

The Most Distinguished Rabbi 
in the World 

 
At dinner the night before our 
wedding in 2005, my wife Ari 
gave me a special gift. It was 
a book, Faith in the Future, by 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. Inscribed 
in the book was a message from 
Rabbi Sacks, then the Chief Rabbi 
of United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth, and  
commonly known as the Chief 
Rabbi of Great Britain.  “To Evan 
and Arielle, with blessings on 

your wedding and faith in your future, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks.”

Over the ensuing 15 years, I met with Rabbi Sacks twice, and 
both times he signed the book again with renewed good 
wishes. In fact, I had just posted a Facebook memory of the 
last time he signed it, exactly four years ago, when he was in 
Chicago.

When news broke Saturday morning of his death, it  
devastated me not only as a student and avid reader of  
his work, but as a husband and rabbi touched by his  
menschlichkeit and kindness. It also devastated me as an 
American--filled with hope on the day the election was finally 
called— for the rebuilding of American trust, pluralism, and 
the common good. Jonathan Sacks had much to contribute 
to that rebuilding in his writings and teachings. His voice will 
be sorely missed.

As a Reform rabbi, I mourn in particular the loss of a voice 
who somehow connected the particular practices and texts 
of Judaism with universally important insights and causes. 
He showed us the way our tradition can enrich and improve 
our whole society. Students of my classes know how much I 
treasure and cite his thinking. 

For example, over the last decade, he has addressed the 
breakdown of civility in political and social life. As he wrote in 
early 2020, “Each political group can be encouraged, by the 
mood of our time, to see itself as a victim and to identify an 
oppressor who can be blamed for their current predicament. 
This gives rise to a divisive and rancorous politics that divides 
society, like the dualisms of old, into the children of light and 
the children of darkness. It also provides a justification for the 

use of social media to manipulate public opinion by fake news 
and ‘alternative facts’.”

In three sentences, Sacks connects fake news, social media, 
identity politics, gnosticism, and the Dead Sea sect, a group 
which divided the world into “children of light” and “children 
of darkness.” The unstated implication is that, like the Gnostics 
and like those who lived at the Dead Sea, we might ultimately 
deteriorate and disappear as a society if we cannot renew our 
sense of the common good.

What also impressed me about Sacks was that he was able to 
stay above partisanship. He somehow spoke to adherents of all 
political persuasion.  He could not be pigeonholed.  He studied 
with and was consulted by Conservative and Labor Prime Min-
isters, including John Major, Tony Blair, and David Cameron. 

I think he was able to stay grounded and speak to different 
perspectives because he believed politics is secondary to  
society. Strong  civilizations, he wrote, do not depend primarily 
on policies and legislation. They rest on a moral foundation. 
That foundation comes from local communities—from  
churches, synagogues, schools, community centers, and so 
forth. He was fond of citing the English writer Edmund Burke, 
who wrote that “we begin our public affections in our families,” 
and “to be attached to the subdivision, to love the little pla-
toon we belong to in society, is the first principle . . . of public 
affections.”

One area where Sacks did struggle was his relationship with  
the non-Orthodox movements. He would not speak in non- 
Orthodox synagogues, nor would he work in official religious 
capacities with Reform, Conservative or Masorti rabbis. I know 
this from personal experience, as we tried a few times to have 
him speak at Makom Solel Lakeside.

I confess, as a Reform rabbi, this part of Sacks’ legacy troubles 
me. I attribute much of it to the political nature of his position. 
In other words, I choose to give him the benefit of the doubt. 
As Chief Rabbi, he was a symbol of Orthodoxy. He had to 
keep a fractious Orthodox community together, and initiating 
dialogue with non-Orthodox Jewish leaders would incite more 
controversy and split the community to whom he was respon-
sible.

Despite this, he enjoyed warm relationships with many Reform 
rabbis and interacted more publicly with them after he left his 

Article continued on page 14.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

You are receiving this Kehilah 
Quarterly shortly before that 
start of Hanukkah.  Like you, I 
enjoy celebrating this holiday 
with music, games, and food.  
After all, who doesn’t love 
Hanukkah songs (my favorite 
is Rock of Ages), a competitive 
game of dreidel, or a crispy 
latke (or jelly doughnut if you 
prefer).  Of course, this festival 
also means the nightly

tradition of lighting the Hanukkah candles.  Kindling these 
lights reminds us of the miracle that occurred after the 
Macabees’ victory -- one night’s worth of oil for the menorah 
lasted eight nights. There are all kinds of rules for kindling the 
Hanukkah lights.  We place the candles from right to left (the 
direction we read Hebrew), but light them from left to right, 
with the newest candle being let first.  When lighting the  
candles, we use the shamash or attendant candle.  Sometimes 
this is also translated as the helper candle.  I love the concept 
of the helper, especially in this most unusual year.  We’ve all 
either needed helpers or been helpers.    

For example, early in the pandemic, some of our younger and 
tech-savvy congregants helped our community get online with 
Zoom.  This connectivity provided a way for us to maintain our 
community, engage in learning, and worship together.  The 
helpers ensured that we could continue many of our regular 
programs like Torah Study and adult education.  Further, we 
have been able to launch other programs where we  
congregate via Zoom.  Thank you technology shamashim!   
You have given light to our community.

And our board members have helped our community also.  
Prior to the high holidays, they once again each called dozens 
of congregants to check-in and let you know that your  
congregation is here for you in this time of uncertainty.  With 
offers of help to get groceries or run an errand, congregants 
helped congregants.  I hope our calls brought light to each of 
you.  

Helpers are our Light

We have many shamashim in our Tikkun Olam Committee.  
This might be best illustrated by the way they educated and 
encouraged all of us to participate in the most recent election 
and strive to be a 100% voting congregation.  Whether it was 
their post-carding program to encourage voting in a variety of 
communities, or practical tips on how to vote in a way that you 
felt the most safe, we had many shamashim help ensure that 
you could exercise your franchise.

So, as you kindle the Hanukkah candles and you use the 
shamash to light the night’s candles, I encourage you to do 
two things: First, there are always people in our lives who can 
use some help - Be there for them, be their shamash.  Second, 
thank that someone who has been a shamash for you and 
brought light into your life.  Wishing you the best this  
Hanukkah season and into the new year.

Membership Directory Update

Following the merger between Lakeside and Solel, 

our databases of members merged. We imported 

all our member data to Shulcloud, which hosts our 

website, and we have noticed that there are many 

inconsistencies in our membership directory. Please 

login to your account and update it! If you need help, 

please email Leah to set up a tech support meeting at 

lneiman@mymakom.org.  
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As we approach the end of the 
year 2020, it seems we all are 
looking for that light at the end 
of the tunnel, an opportunity to 
resume life as normal.  There is 
no question this year has been 
difficult and like no other, but 
there has been some magic 
along the way as well.  

Being the Executive Director at 
Makom Solel Lakeside, I have 

the honor and privilege of often being the first one to log 
onto a virtual program or class. To say that faces light up when 
people log onto a call, see their friends and other members of 
the community, is an understatement.  Before COVID-19 and 
the necessity to be completely virtual, I did not understand 
the power and impact that our eyes or our smiles have on one 
another.  We have learned how to recognize if someone in our 
community has good news to share or needs our support and 
attention. 

I have observed individuals from our beloved community 
experience such immense joy when they see a friend or clergy 
member on the screen or start to build and form new  
relationships, friendships with each other.  I have seen so much 
community support and congregants making a huge impact 
on the greater community and our nation. We mailed  
postcards, made phone calls to potential voters, donated  
bags of toiletries and winter coats, as well as made sure our  
sponsored refugee family had everything they needed during 
the pandemic.  We continue to celebrate Shabbat and  
Havdalah together and soon we will celebrate Hanukkah, the 
Festival of Lights. We have learned, laughed and cried together, 
watched movies, read books and baked challah. While all this 
has been virtual due to circumstances beyond our control, 
the tiny boxes on the Zoom screen have not stopped this 
incredible community from having meaningful and intentional 
moments that add to the quality of our lives.  

A Light at the End of the Tunnel

The lens of Hit’orerut, meaning amazement and gratitude, 
reminds us to slow down, be intentional, reinvent the familiar, 
and find the beauty and goodness in our lives. If we look  
carefully and allow ourselves to see what’s happening right in 
front of us, we will all experience the magic and see that the 
light is illuminating the tunnel and allowing us to find our way.
Thank you for bringing the light into my life every day.

DO YOU HAVE 
AN IDEA FOR A 

PROGRAM? 
 

We are always looking for  
fun, inspiring and meaningful  

ways to bring our  
community together. 

 
Let us know what your idea is 

and who will champion it! 
 

For more information,  
contact Leah  

at Lneiman@mymakom.org.
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We are so grateful for the continuous outpouring of support and engagement in Tikkun Olam from our 
sacred Makom Solel Lakeside community. Our Civic Engagement Campaign during the summer and 
fall months was a huge success!  Thank you.  As a congregation, we were part of the Religious Action 
Center’s Every Voice, Every Vote initiative that contacted over half a million voters and engaged 15,000 
volunteers! Inspiring! Read below for our specific results and how you can be energized and engaged 
by Tikkun Olam as we continue to do everything within our power to repair the world.  We consider 
ourselves a social justice leader in the Chicago area and look forward to having you join our circle!  
Get an update at our Tikkun Olam Roundtable on January 4 at 7:00.  

OUR CAMPAIGN YIELDED AMAZING RESULTS!

As we go to print, the 2020 election is over (except for the Georgia run-off) with the 
highest voting levels ever! Working with RAC-IL (the statewide organizing arm of the 
Religious Action Center) and the Religious Action Center (the RAC), our Civic  
Engagement Campaign yielded amazing results.  Over half of all our households 
participated!  The three pillars of our campaign were:   

1. Mobilizing our Voters. Close to 300 of our households responded to our voting 
survey and we are confident that 100% of our congregants were registered and 
voted.  

2. Engaging Students. We identified 3 extraordinary teen leaders who led a 
congregational town hall on September 9, worked with their peers, and contacted 
administrators at Waukegan High School to encourage civic engagement. 

3. Combating Voter Suppression. Our congregants sent over 2,700 postcards  
through the RAC and many more on their own. Also, many congregants spent  
hours working phone and text banks.   

Additionally, we co-sponsored three election-related Adult Enrichment sessions  
with total attendance exceeding 200.   

Thank you, Makom Solel Lakeside, for your support of our Civic Engagement Campaign!

 

MORE ABOUT  
ANTI-RACISM EFFORTS

In mid-October, the Makom Solel 

Lakeside Board unanimously 

approved the formation of a 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

(DEI) Task Force. The work of that 

Task Force is underway.  We are 

exploring how we can transform 

from a welcoming congregation 

to a “belonging” congregation 

not only for congregants of 

different ethnicities but all 

areas of difference—including: 

interfaith, disability, age, marital 

status, sexual orientation, and 

socioeconomic.  Watch this space 

for updates. In the meantime, we 

will continue to offer Anti-Racism 

book group discussions and related 

Adult Enrichment sessions.   

BE ENERGIZED AND ENGAGED BY TIKKUN OLAM: JOIN US!

TIKKUN OLAM

WHAT’S NEXT?
Anti-Semitism and social, economic, and racial injustice will continue to be 
important areas of focus as we partner with RAC-IL. Opportunities to support 
the run-off in Georgia will be available. For racial injustice, we will focus on 
the Money Bond Issue—the practice of keeping individuals who have been 
arrested in jail, because they cannot afford the money bond set for them. So 
many congregants got involved in the recent Civic Engagement Campaign. 
Please stay involved; we will be reaching out for your input soon. 

WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 

Contact the Tikkun Olam Committee  
co-chairs:  Wendy Rhodes 
(wendyrhodes53@gmail.com) or  
Diane Zidman (dianezidman@att.net). 
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According to this year’s Hebrew 
calendar, the festival of Tu Bishvat 
falls on Thursday, January 28th. 
Each year when Tu Bishvat arrives, 
I am always struck by the range 
of associations there are with 
this holiday. It seems that within 
Jewish communities like ours, 
Tu Bishvat means something a 
little different and special to each 
generation. At Tot Shabbat, we 

sing “Happy birthday… to the trees.”  At Lev learning, students 
talk about “Jewish Arbor Day” and planting trees in Israel. At 
our Tikkun Olam committee, congregants discuss ways our 
synagogue can be more responsible stewards of our natural 
resources. And as an entire community, we gather together for 
Tu Bishvat seder: a festive meal where we bless and share many 
different types of organic fruits and kosher wines.

It almost goes without saying, our celebration of  Tu Bishvat 
will look and feel a little different this year. In fact, it is precisely 
the experiences of a global pandemic and a grueling election 
cycle that we may be able to find new meaning in our “New 
Year for the Trees.”  The idea of a New Year itself is symbolic of 
new beginnings, offering new possibilities and new goals for 
the future. Combined with the poetic image of the tree itself, 
Tu Bishvat reminds us that the coming year can and should be 
defined by growth and prosperity. Just as the tallest tree can 
grow from the smallest seed given favorable conditions, so too 
can we nurture our hopes and dreams for a better tomorrow. 
Shifting our spiritual focus this Tu Bishvat provides us a helpful 
perspective change, encouraging us recognize the continuity 
of life all around us and to renew our sacred connection to the 
natural world.

Unpacking this new way of looking at Tu Bishvat will also  
be the topic for our upcoming winter concert program. On  
Sunday January 31st at 4:00pm, the mighty Makom music 
team will present an hour-long special music event titled  
“Jewish Roots: A Very Musical Tu Bishvat.“ In collaboration with 
our singer-songwriter in residence, Todd Kessler, this concert 

will feature new and original music that expresses Jewish 
values and themes of hope, renewal, and our caring for the 
natural world. This complimentary music event will be  
available to livestream through our website and email links, 
and is made possible through the generous support of the 
Music Fund of Makom Solel Lakeside.  

And so, I will close off this article by sharing one of the stories 
we often tell during Tu Bishvat. It happened that one day in 
ancient times, the Jewish sage known as Honi the Wheelmaker 
saw a young man planting a carob tree in the Land of Israel. 
Honi thought to himself, “It takes 70 years for a carob tree to 
produce its fruit. Why should this boy plant a tree whose fruit 
he will never know?” Honi quietly ate his lunch and sat down 
for a short nap. When Honi awoke, he was astonished see  
what appeared to be the same boy picking fruit from the now  
full-grown carob tree. “How can this be, I saw you plant this 
carob tree only this morning and now this afternoon it yields 
fruit?” The boy replied, “My grandfather planted this tree  
seventy years ago. Since then, my family has nurtured the  
tree so that we may be able to partake of its bounty.” 

After hearing this reply, Honi the Wheelmaker was astonished. 
What he believed to have been a short nap, had in fact lasted 
for seventy years. This experience led Honi to a deeper  
understanding of the well-known verse from Psalm 126, 
“When the Lord returned us to Zion, we were like dreamers.” 
Honi the Wheelmaker thus taught, “One generation plants for 
another. When one considers the cyclical nature of such things, 
it is like awakening from a dream.”
 
L’shalom,
Cantor Jay O’Brien

Jewish Roots: A Very Musical Tu Bishvat

FROM THE CANTOR
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

“Between stimulus and response, 
there is space.  In that space is our 
power to choose our response. In 
our response lies our growth and 
freedom.” (Victor Frankl)

It has felt as if we are living in the 
space in between for a long time 
now.  We are weary, exhausted, 
sometimes weepy.   The path is 
long, winding, and unexpected.  

We are faced with the very real disillusionment that we are in 
fact, not in control.  We are asked to pivot time and again,  
just as we have acclimated to a new routine.  The sunlight  
diminishes.  And yet, we are called to seek the light. Perhaps 
we are obligated to seek the light. Each burning candle on the 
Hanukkiah reminds us that there is light, and that light shines 
the brightest amidst that which is dark.  Our tradition teaches 
that upon creation of the world, God’s light was too strong to 
be contained in its holy vessels, thus shattering the vessels, 
shattering the light.  We are asked to partner with God to 
reveal the light even when it is hidden by many layers.  We are 
asked to engage in tikkun olam, repairing the world, reclaim-
ing the light.  

Each time we engage in an act of kindness, connection, 
redemption or repair, we engage in teshuvah, the process of 
returning to our most authentic, highest selves.   We are taught 
that God put teshuvah in the world before humankind, as a 
gift, to allow us to stumble, and yet continually have the  
option to return.  Rabbi Eliezer taught that we should do  
teshuvah every day, for any day could be our last.  In an 
intensive training this summer with Beit Teshuvah, the Jewish 
addiction recovery center, the founder spoke of the path to 
wholeness as a human condition, with caution that wholeness 
itself is impermanent.  She speaks of recovery, both from  
addiction and otherwise, as being the ongoing process of  
integrating one’s self.   

Rabbi David Jaffe writes, “Life is a constant cycle of forgetting 
and remembering.”  I see this emerge in the work I am doing 
as a therapist, particularly as a volunteer for the COVID grief 
network, which provides free grief counseling for young adults 
who have lost a loved one to COVID.  It is an honor to bear 
witness to the journey of recovering as it unfolds.  We might 
all be on the journey of recovery, of integration, of choosing 
faith over fear this year.  All we know is the unknown.  May we 
remember that there is light to be found there, too.  May we 
find growth and freedom in our response to the  
uncomfortable space in which we find ourselves.   
And may our Hanukkah candles burn bright.  

Congradulations to Olivia Weiss, a 7th grader here at Makom 
Solel Lakeside for winning the cover design contest on “Bringing 
Light Into the World”. A huge thank you to everyone who  
submitted their designs for this contest - they were all amazing! 

On The Theme of Light
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B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Jeremy Lev Pick

Jeremy Lev Pick will celebrate his 
Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, January
30, 2021, with his parents, Julie 
Pearlman and Anthony Pick, his 
older sisters, Lara and Mindy, 
and his younger brother Simon.  
Jeremy has lived in Northbrook, IL 
since he was a year and a half old, 
and is in 7th grade at Northbrook 
Junior High School.  Jeremy is 
very fortunate to have all 4 of his 

grandparents take part in his simcha. Martin and Elaine  
Pearlman (Bubbe and Saba) moved from Michigan to  
Northbrook 3 years ago, and Jeremy enjoys celebrating  
Shabbat each week with them. Grace and Archie Pick live in 
Cape Town, South Africa, and are looking forward to  
participating in the Bar Mitzvah virtually. 

Jeremy enjoys traveling and last visited his South African 
grandparents in fall  2019, just in time for South Africa’s World 
Cup Rugby Victory, and for his cousin’s orthodox Jewish  
wedding near Johannesburg. Although his South African 
grandparents cannot join us in person, Jeremy speaks with 
them often and is grateful they can participate in his Bar 
Mitzvah online.  Jeremy enjoys playing tennis, going on nature 
walks, biking, swimming, playing video games, and spending 
time with his Pearlman cousins (who also belong to Makom 
Solel Lakeside.)  Jeremy also adores his 7-year-old Australian 
Labradoodle named Toby. Given the current pandemic, which 
has caused widespread poverty and hunger, Jeremy plans to 
volunteer at a local food pantry to help people in need for his 
Mitzvah project.
 

Jarrod Cohen

Jarrod is a seventh grade student 
at Edgewood Middle School in 
Highland Park and will be called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
February 20, 2021.  Jarrod is the son 
of Timothy and Linsey Cohen, the 
brother of Rae Cohen and the proud 
dog whisperer to Millie.  Jarrod is 
named for his late grandfather (Joel) 
and is made in the image of his late 
grandmother (Roberta).  Jarrod 

loves his dinner dates with his Bubbie (Carol) and keeps track of 
every sport statistic under the tutelage of his later grandfather 
(Charles).   When Jarrod is not watching or playing sports, he is 
found hanging with his “squad” of boys, all of whom he holds 
near and dear to his heart.

David Fridman

David Fridman is looking forward to 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah on March 
6th, 2021. David lives in Highland 
Park with his father Allan, mother 
Elena, brothers Aron and Jonny, 
as well as an adorable yellow lab 
named Charlie. David enjoys his 
academic studies and playing the 
viola as part of the orchestra at the 
Edgewood Middle school where he 
is a 7th grader. 

During summer, David attends the HP Park District Sports 
camp, swims in his family pool and travels to Naples, Florida, 
where he spends time on the beach with his family. David 
enjoys sports,  especially basketball and golf.

David is an integral part of his family and has special bonds 
with his brothers, parents and grandparents. He helps his little 
brother with homework, provides support to his dad with the 
home repair projects and goes grocery shopping with his mom. 
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David enjoys being there for others, having serious  
conversations, listening and providing comfort when his  
family needs him. 

For his Mitzvah project, David will organize a fundraiser to 
collect money for Wright-Way Rescue – a no-kill animal shelter 
located in Morton Grove where Charlie was adopted.

Lydia Rowe

Lydia Rowe will celebrate her  
Bat Mitzvah on March 13, 2021.  
Lydia lives in Highland Park where 
she attends 7th grade at Edgewood 
Junior High.  Parents Robert and 
Heather, and brother Wyatt are  
excited to celebrate this special day 
with Lydia, along with all her friends 
and family, either attending in  
person or virtually.  Lydia is the 
loving granddaughter of Norman & 

Rosalie Persky of Northbrook, IL and Robert & Regina Rowe of 
Keokuk, IA. She is fortunate to have the support of her Uncle 
Lane, Aunt Sara, Uncle Mike, and many cousins.  Lydia enjoys 
swimming, soccer, travel, hanging out with friends, cooking 
and trying new foods.  She is a loving pet mom of two tropical 
fish.  Lydia has enjoyed the experience of attending camp at 
OSRUI several times.  Equal rights is a subject very important to 
her and will be the focus of Lydia’s Mitzvah Project.

Olivia Weiss

Olivia Sabrina Weiss, daughter of 
Michael and Kimberly of Lake Forest, 
will become a Bat Mitzvah on March 
20, 2021. Olivia has four younger 
siblings, Liam, Gabriella, Benjamin, 
and Hannah who will follow in her 
footsteps. She attends Deer Path 
Middle School where she sings in 
the choir and loves all kinds of  
visual arts like painting and drawing.  

Outside of school, Olivia enjoys baking, sewing, and  
spending time with her dog, Sam and pet sugar glider,  
Bowie. She attends Camp Chi in Wisconsin every summer and is 
excited for a time when it is safe to return. Sharing in Olivia’s Bat 
Mitzvah celebration are her grandparents Ken and Denise Kass 
(Lake Forest), Karen Kass (South Elgin), and Gail Weiss  
(Glenview), along with many aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Thank you again to Olivia for her amazing submission for the  
cover design contest for this months Kehillah Quarterly on the 
theme of light. You can find her design on the cover page of this 
quarterly.What a talented young artist!

B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT
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LIFE CYCLES

To the family of Bob Stracks, husband of Julie Stracks.

To the family of Shann Bulger, mother of David Valentine (Lucy 
Gutman), 
grandmother of Dana and Fletcher Valentine.

To the family of Mickey Barendt.

To the family of Seymour Douglas Alsofrom, brother of Judy 
(Rick) Fenton.

To the family of Roma Hillsberg, stepmother of Richard (Carol) 
Hillsberg.

To the family of John Bielenberg.

To the family of Edwin Shanberg, husband of Mae Shanberg 
and father of Mark (Rachel) Shanberg.

To the family of Toni Freed, mother of Arlene (Charles) Semel 
and Michael (Jean) Freed.

To the family of Warren Eagle, father of Amy (Joel) Neuman and 
Ross Eagle.

To the family of Bea Fowler.

To the family of Alice Piller.

To the family of Nicolas Messe, father of Jessica and Jonathan, 
children of Mindy Solomon.

To the family of Rita Bach, mother of Paul and Philip Bach

To the family of Richard Wellek, husband of Susan Wellek,  
father of Marcy (David) Kirschenbaum, Deborah (Andrew) 
Wellek Wolkstein and Jeff (Liz) Wellek

To the family of Gene Simon, father of Sandy Simon (Mark 
Broutman)

May their acts of kindness and generous deeds serve as  
inspirations and blessed memories for all who follow. 

 

CONDOLENCES TO:

The family of Jeremy Lev pick on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

The family of Jarrod Cohen on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

The family of David Fridman on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

The family of Lydia Rowe on her upcoming Bat Mitzvah.

The family of Olivia Weiss on her upcoming Bat Mitzvah.

Sandra Applebaum Friedman, on the Bat Mitzvah of her  
granddaughter, Joselyn Rae Wolfe.

MAZEL TOV:
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

person, in the community room, sanctuary or even the library 
for in person Torah study, I encourage you to greet your  
friends or introduce yourself to someone new.  Even when  
participants are muted, you can send a private chat to your 
friends or to your NEW friends.  I know this will make the  
secular New Year even brighter if you adopt this one habit.  
Just as we add candles every night of Hanukkah, you can add 
saying hi to ONE more person every time you log on to Zoom!

If you know anyone who needs more light in their life and you 
think they need a call or check-in, please let me know.  Our  
clergy, Executive Director and Educators are here to connect 
with all of our members and look forward to saying hello and 
making a connection.  From lighting one candle on Thursday 
night December 10 to lighting 8 candles on Thursday  
December 17, I hope that you will bring more light into your 
home, your family and your life this winter of 2020-5780.  

 

Look For The Light

Hanukkah will begin on  
Thursday night December 10th 
at sundown. Hanukkah, which 
means rededication comes 
from the Hebrew root ccc  
the same root that builds  
the Hebrew word ccccc,  
Chinuch, which means  
education, forever linking 
rededication and learning  
and the festival of Hanukkah.

One of the most famous Talmudic arguments takes place  
between the great rabbis Hillel and Shammai.  Their  
disagreement is over the procedure for lighting the  
Hanukkiah, the Hanukkah menorah.  Shammai argues for  
beginning the holiday with the lighting of all of the candles 
and reducing each night, while Hillel argues for the increasing 
of light, adding a candle each night until they are filled.  As we 
all know, Hillel emerges as the victor and to this day, we light 
the Hanukkiah adding a candle each night and, in the words of 
Hillel, increasing the mitzvah with each passing day.  This story 
has always served to remind us that in life, as with the lighting 
of the Hanukkah lights, we should serve to increase the light 
each day and build upon the mitzvot in our lives, not decrease 
them.

Although we will not be in person to light the Hanukkah lights 
this year, we will see you virtually at our Shabbat events and 
our classes.  I believe that all of our offerings for our  
congregants have brought some light and built even more 
mitzvot into their lives.  We are reaching between 30-100  
devices a day (and that could be over 100 people) in our  
different classes, recorded services and live services.  We love  
seeing everyone’s face as they join our programs and know 
that from the count on YouTube that even more people enjoy 
our programs privately online. 

I try to greet everyone as they come into our Zoom rooms and 
I like the description that Zoom has a “room”.  Just as you would 
greet people as they come into a program when we are in  
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MYMAKOM WOMEN 

Vi-tzi-va-nu L’had-lik Nair.
And you commanded us to kindle light.
We women,
Keepers of the eternal light within, 
Obligated to shine forth in the world --
Brightening,
Enlightening,
Warming.

On Shabbat, each week, we kindle twin flames.
One illuminating our week just ended.
One shining forward to guide our day of rest.
Together shedding light on each moment,
Revealing the glory of creation.

On Hanukkah, in darkest winter, we grow light.
Using light to kindle light,
A beacon growing in brilliance,
Showing us the way to hope from dark despair.

We women,
Keepers of the eternal light within,
With the light of hope in our eyes,
The flame of compassion in our hearts,
the fire of life in our bellies.
Obligated to use our light to kindle light --
To illuminate the path,
To a clearer truth,
To a warmer community,
To a brighter world,
To the glory of creation.

At a time when there doesn’t seem to be much light, as  
women we feel a strong obligation to illuminate the path 
through the darker days of winter. Preparing our households 
for Thanksgiving and Hanukkah, the festival of lights, we will 
gather strength, create a plan, and move on. And as the  
women of Makom Solel Lakeside, we will do so with grace, 
with meaning, and with a commitment to Tikkun Olam.  
Healing the world is a tall order these days, but we will  
undertake this journey. 

myMakom Women hopes that we will be able to offer virtual 
programming that helps us accomplish this. It may be a  
Hanukkah celebration that benefits the needy and hungry in 
our community, or a seder that reinforces our commitment to 
diversity, equity and inclusion. We would love to hear from you 
if you have any ideas or would just like to be involved. Feel  
free to contact Janet Buckstein or Judith Golden.

By the way, here is some news. Congratulations to Diane 
Zidman, who was just installed on the board of WRJ Midwest 
District as Education and Advocacy Chair. WRJ is thrilled to 
have someone with Diane’s experience as she helps to create 
a regional presence for WRJ’s advocacy work. She joins Janet 
Buckstein and Judith Golden who also hold board positions  
as WRJ liaisons from Makom Solel Lakeside. 
 
In the meantime, please visit page 17 for a  flyer that  
invites you to attend a virtual tour of Israel. It is available 
to all Makom Solel Lakeside women. Be sure to save the 
dates of January 11-14, 2021, 11 am to 12:30 pm Central 
Time. More information, including registration links and 
itineraries will be coming. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact Janet Buckstein.

L’Shalom!

Reflection for Rosh Chodesh Kislev
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MAKOM UPDATES

Rabbi Moffic’s Article Continued

official position as Chief Rabbi. I once spoke with the late  
Reform Rabbi Albert Friedlander, a Holocaust survivor who 
wrote a seminal book on Martin Buber. He mentioned the  
close relationship he had with Rabbi Sacks, and the frequent  
conversations they had about Buber.

Furthermore, he reminds us that pluralism does not negate 
strong convictions or mean we avoid serious disagreement. We 
can learn from one another.  We can talk.  Disagreement need 
not lead to demonization. Rather, it can spur us to add our 
voices to the conversation shaping the pursuit of the common 
good.

Sacks made this argument most clearly in his final book,  
Morality, released just two months ago. Touching on the spread 
of Covid-19, Sacks pointed out that the United States and 
Britain—the two wealthiest Western countries—have among 
the highest per capita rates of infection. He argued that this sad 
truth is due in part to both our societies’ obsessive focus on the 
individual.

“As the pandemic spread,” Sacks wrote, “a central theme of it 
was dramatically illustrated: that in the liberal democracies of 
the West we have had for some time now too much ‘I,’ too little 
‘We’; too much pursuit of self, too little commitment to the 
common good.”

The looming question, he suggested, is whether we will simply 
return to our “I-ness” when the pandemic ends, or we will 
foster a unity of spirit and action, a “renewal of the covenant,” as 
did Moses and Israelites after forty years of wandering in  
the wilderness.

Sadly, we no longer have Rabbi Sacks to teach and guide us in 
this journey. Our present crises make his absence more acutely 
felt. But I take solace from one of his extraordinary and original 
teachings. There is a difference, he wrote, between history and 
memory. History is about what happens to others. Memory, on 
the other hand, even if it happened long ago, is what  
happened to us. History is about facts. Memory is about story.

Rabbi Sacks’ life and writings will be studied as part of Jewish 
history, but his memory remains with us as an eternal blessing.

The mission of the Human Needs Fund is to provide financial 
support to assist (1) members with emergency and/or  
one-time needs; (2) organizations that reflect Reform Jewish 
values; (3) social justice initiatives; and (4) disaster relief.  
Priority is given to (a) congregants, (b) organizations in our 
immediate geographic area, (c) organizations in the broader, 
regional geographic area, and (d) statewide and national  
organizations. Requests for funding can be made by  
congregants, synagogue committees, or organizations.

The Human Needs Fund Committee—Alan Greene and Floyd 
Keene, co-chairs, and Brittany Anderson, Susan Kaden, Diane 
Zidman, and Dottie Zoller—has continued its funding activities 
in the new fiscal year which began July 1, 2020. The Committee 
has approved donations to Moraine Township Food Pantry, 
West Deerfield Township Food Pantry, Waukegan to College, 
PADS, The Ark,  Moraine Township for food assistance for  
students at Oak Terrace School, North Suburban Legal Aid  
Clinic, and Lake County United, and has committed to  
provide funds to the Tikkun Olam committee for its activities.

The Committee reminds congregants that if they need  
immediate financial assistance for living essentials, such as 
food or medicine, due to COVID or other reasons, they can 
apply to any of our clergy or to our Executive Director, Holly 
Krakow. The entire process is strictly confidential and the  
identity of congregants is not disclosed to the Committee’s 
members. Congregants may make requests on behalf of  
themselves or other congregants.

Human Needs Fund Report
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REFUGEE UPDATE

The Ngoyi/Mwamba family, who arrived in mid-2019, are 
dealing well with the pandemic. Immaculee and her brother, 
Kazadi, are working full-time at Eli’s Cheesecake Factory and 
Mangaza is cleaning offices in downtown Chicago and  
continuing her classwork in healthcare. Theresa (5th grade) 
and Stefano (4th grade) are engaged in online learning at  
Clinton School and receive assistance from Refugee One’s 
youth program. Ines (4) is in pre-K online. Thank you to Kristi 
Naidech and her family for providing  laptops for the children. 
We are looking into the possibility of our volunteers  
tutoring the two older children online. The family recently had 
a surprise visit from an uncle and cousins who live in Ohio. 
They lived with the uncle’s family in Rwanda before coming to 
the U.S. Sarah Appel is in contact regularly and has become an 
honorary member of the family. You may have seen the family 
members when they joined us via Zoom for the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service. We hope to have them join us for  
Refugee Shabbat in March. The family sends greetings and 
thanks to Makom Solel Lakeside.

Here is a photo of the children on Halloween.
                                   

The members of the Amir Hussein family, who arrived in 
mid-2018, also are doing well. Ilyas, the father, continues his 
full-time job at a chicken packing plant. The newest member 
of the family, Riyas, was born in April and immediately became 
a U.S. citizen. He is at home with his two older brothers, Ismail 
(7) and Noor (4), and their mother, Dilkayas. Ismail is learning 
online from his 2nd grade teacher at Clinton School. Laura 
Frisch and Alice Kohn are tutoring Noor to help prepare him 
for kindergarten next fall. Laurie Kaden continues to be the 
family’s chief supporter and mentor. The big news, shown in 
the photo—the other 4 have received their green cards. Ilyas 
and Dilkayas have expressed their immense gratitude to be in 
the U.S.
                                

We expect many more refugees to arrive in Chicago  
beginning in 2021 and we plan to continue our work 
with, and support of, Refugee One.

Update on Refugees
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE

Jewish Community Singers
presents

Sing unto God  
a New Song

Sunday, February 21, 2021 at 4:00 pm

This concert will be streamed directly to  
your living room—no need to get dressed up!

Ticket and sponsorship information coming soon.  
Contact kzconcert2021@gmail.com for more details.

We are so pleased to welcome 14 new congregant 
households to the Makom Solel Lakeside family since 
June 2020. Our new congregants include individuals 
and families from all over the Chicagoland area. Please 
look out for introductions to some of these new 
members in our upcoming weekly email newsletters 
and help us welcome them to our community!

Being a part of Makom Solel Lakeside is especially 
important right now. Our clergy continue to inspire us 
to find hope, meaning, and comfort during such difficult 
times. Our community offers connection and shared 
purpose through live and recorded Shabbat gatherings, 
lifelong learning, celebrating holidays, and social 
activities.   

Membership Committee Update

Thank you for your continued commitment to being 
part of the Makom Solel Lakeside community! If you’d 
like to get involved with the membership committee or 
offer ideas or input on how we can continue to create a 
welcoming and meaningful community, please contact 
us at brittanylandersen@gmail.com or David.Morrison@
goldbergkohn.com. 

- Brittany Andersen and David Morrison,  
  Membership Committee Co-Chairs 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Makom Solel Lakeside Virtual Blood Drive
Dec. 1, 2020 thru Dec. 31, 2020
Appointments Required at any Vitalant Donor Center.

Donors must provide group code: 
HP01 at the time of donation.

COVID-19 patients need your help! All successful 
blood donations are now tested for antibodies. 
If you’re positive, you could help patients with a 
convalescent plasma donation. 

Did you or do you know someone who has 
recovered from COVID-19?  
If so, you may be able to help others fighting the 
disease.  Visit Vitalant.org/CovidFree to learn 
about Convalescent Plasma (CCP) donation.

CCP is only available at our donation centers, 
not at mobile blood drives.

 Visit Vitalant.org
 Click on "Donate Now"
 Click on “Donor login,” “Create Login” or “New

Donor.”
 Follow the prompts to get to the Appointment

Scheduling page.
Scroll down to search for nearby Donor Centers.

 Enter your zip code and distance willing to travel,
then click the Search button.

 Click on desired donor center to highlight it, then
click Select button below the list.

 Find an available appointment slot on the list, click
to highlight it, then follow the prompts to schedule
your appointment.

 Or you can also call Vitalant at 877.258.4825  to
schedule.

Face Covering Required. 

To schedule an appointment: 
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Ways to recognize people you love and occasions that are meaningful

Located in the gallery 
area off our main 
lobby, our Tree of Life 
commemorates life’s 
joyous occasions. You 
may purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) 
or a stone ($1,800).

Kiddush Cups hold a personal significance 
to Rabbi Serotta. Honor him and support 
Makom Solel Lakeside by purchasing a cup 
to add to the collection housed in the 
display case that is designed to emulate a 
Torah scroll. On every Shabbat, the cup for 
that particular week will be used for 
the service. 
• Each cup comes with a customizable, 
    engraved message.
• You can select from cups that the office
    has to offer, or you may contribute your
    own.
• You can choose a date that is of special
    importance to you.
• The weekly Kiddush Cups (including the
    engraving) are $500; there are also
    major Jewish holiday cups available for 
    a higher amount

The display is located in the south lounge 
across from the Administrative Wing. 

Located in the east 
corridor near the chapel, 
our Memorial Tree is a 
legacy to those who have 
passed but who left a 
strong imprint on the lives 
they touched. You may 
purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) or 
a Hebrew letter ($1800). 
The Hebrew letters 
translate to ‘may their 
memories be a blessing’.

Most of us are fortunate to have fostered rich and rewarding relationships with family 
members, special friends and mentors. These associations are often tracked 

by major life cycle events such as birth, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, 
baby namings, anniversaries, honorific events and death.

What better way to express your affection than to participate in a permanent 
acknowledgment that offers opportunity for personalization as well as support for our 

synagogue community. As a result of the consolidation between the two congregations, 
there are now three ongoing displays earmarked for recognition possibilities:

Tree of Life Kiddush Cup Display Memorial Tree

ALL RECOGNITION DISPLAY PURCHASES ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS.

NEW WAYS TO SHARE LIFE’S BLESSINGS



20 Makom Solel Lakeside

Making a Gift
Would you like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of a family member or close friend 

through Makom Solel Lakeside? Choose among several funds to direct your contribution to 
the cause you believe is most appropriate.

Fill out checks to Makom Solel Lakeside and designate your fund preference on the memo line; 
or call/email Stephanie at ssohn@mymakom.org for payment by credit card, stock, 

or alternative arrangement.

General Fund

Provides the Officers and Directors ultimate flexibility 
to use financial gifts where they are needed most.

Human Needss

Includes Tikkun Olam / Social Action initiatives, 
contributions to worthy social justice institutions, and 
support for members who require some form of financial, 
emergency or life-sustaining assistance.

Shalom Circle

Promoted by clergy, the fund supports enhanced 
programing for all ages and collaborates with all areas of 
Makom Solel Lakeside to create innovative, impactful, 
engaging opportunities in terms of interfaith dialogue, 
music, provocative intellectual stimulation, and 
impassioned spiritual experiences both within and 
outside the walls of the synagogue.

Security Fund

Help to safeguard the Makom Solel Lakeside building, its 
children, members and staff. Pays for security guards at all 
worship events, Lev Learning / Religious School classes, and 
many special events. Also finances ongoing training 
programs and security enhancements to our physical 
structure.

Legacy Funds

L’dor V’dor. Nothing is more important than the legacy we 
leave. The strength of our endowment and bequest funds is 
the gift we give to our children. This is how we can pass on 
wondrous moments we have gleaned from our years at 
Makom Solel Lakeside and our legacy congregations. 
Support in this way allows us to provide future generations 
with the lessons and luster of our experience. And fund 
investment income helps us with current operations.

Lev Learning (religious school)

Helps to finance our fabulous religious school and Hebrew 
curriculum including our wide-ranging madrichim program, 
our vibrant youth group and a host of special projects and 
activities. 

Adult Enrichment

Helps to finance a wide variety of Sunday morning speakers, 
Tuesday night clergy classes, film and book groups, travel 
opportunities, morning minyans and a number of events 
that keep Makom Solel Lakeside rich, vibrant and fulfilling 
from college age to senior status. 

myMakom Women

This organization inspires the women of our congregation 
to connect in many different ways all through a Jewish lens. 
Donations support a variety of social, spiritual and educa-
tional experiences. The group also has a firm commitment 
to social justice.

Music

Helps to support our outstanding volunteer choir, 
professional musicians and the special programs led by 
Cantor Jay O’Brien. This fund also provides financial 
assistance to help finance our High Holy Day vocal 
quartet, to purchase needed sheet music and other 
sound equipment.

Building Fund

Similar to our homes, the Makom Solel Lakeside facility 
requires ongoing investment to maintain a clean, well-run 
operation in which all components are properly monitored 
and in good repair: HVAC, kitchen, plumbing, electric, 
lighting, painting, landscaping, etc.: all must be managed 
and funded.

Rabbi Evan Moffic Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Moffic but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Serotta but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Cantor O’Brien but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. Makom Solel Lakeside

1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Rabbi Serotta Discretionary Fund

Alan & Carol Green, in honor of the Clergy Leadership 
and inspirational worship services on the High Holy 
Days 

Eugene Kahan, in honor of Rabbi Ike

Julie Stracks, in honor of Rabbi Ike

Ed & Judy Bederman, for Rabbi Serotta in honor of the 
High Holy Day Services 

Rabbi Moffic Discretionary Fund

Marty & EJ Kass, in memory of Toni Freed

Alan & Carol Green, in honor of the Clergy Leadership 
and inspirational worship services on the High Holy 
Days

Laurie & Bruce Kaden, in memory of Jerome Klein

Ed & Judy Bederman, for Rabbi Moffic in honor of the 
High Holy Day Services

Donnie Dann, in memory of Richard Wellek

Jerrold & Janet Wolf, in memory of Richard Wellek

Cantor O’Brien Discretionary Fund

Alan & Carol Green, in honor of the Clergy Leadership 
and inspirational worship services on the High Holy 
Days 

Judy & Harold Gilbert, in honor of Cantor O’Brien

Ed & Judy Bederman, in honor of Cantor O’Brien for 
the High Holy Days Services 

Liad & Robert Pearlman, in honor of Jonathan’s  
Bar Mitzvah 

General Fund

Gershen Abraham, in memory of Sally Ann Abraham

Norma Adler, in memory of Oscar Adler

Norma Adler, in memory of Max Adler

Ellen Diamond & Sherwin Waldman, in memory of  
Doug Alsofrom

Marla Craven, in honor of Ashley Plotnick for her  
wonderful Mussar class

Amy Blechman, in memory of Art Berman

Robert & Belinda Brock, in memory of Marjorie Brock

Jeffrey & Elissa Halpern, in memory of Lois Cohen

Marcia & Ken Denberg, in memory of Al Denberg

Peter D. & Carol Goldman Foundation, in memory of 
Ann Diamond, Judd Goldman and Sliv Goldman

Sheila Gideon, in memory of Warren Eagle

Barb Kessler, in memory of Warren Eagle

Burt & Debby Zirin, in memory of Warren Eagle

Gail & Don Goldstein, in memory of Warren Eagle

Marc & Cathy Horowitz, in memory of Warren Eagle

Ruth Gilbert, in memory of Warren Eagle

Terri Friedman, in memory Warren Eagle

Andrea Rapoport, in memory of Warren Eagle

Susan & Marc Benjamin, in memory of Warren Eagle

Sherman & Marianne Abrahamson, in memory of  
Warren Eagle

Alan Goodman & Nancy Hepner Goodman, in memory 
of Warren Eagle
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Albert & Dolores Erlebacher

Robert & Roberta Washlow, in memory of Sandi Ekrant

Sandy & Ken Krebs, in memory of Eva Epstein, Shirley 
Krebs and Haskell Schwartz

Marcia & Ken Denberg, in memory of Sol Farber

Stuart Finkle & Andrea Cooper-Findle, in memory of  
Jack Finkle

Harold & Linda Chizewer, in memory of Toni Freed

Susan & Marc Benjamin, in memory of Toni Freed

Shelley Rochell, in memory of Toni Freed

Burt & Debby Zirin, in memory of Toni Freed

Marilyn Meyers, in memory of Peter Gerber

James & Donna Gottlieb, in memory of Betty Gottlieb

Burton & Barbara Turek, in memory of Dianne  
Greenberg

Alan Goodman & Nancy Hepner Goodman, in memory of 
Harold Hepner

Marc & Cathy Horowitz, in memory of Lillian Horowitz

M.L. Propp, in appreciation of the High Holy Days  
Services 

Sandy & Kenneth Krebbs, in appreciation of the High 
Holy Days Services 

Morton & Marcie Bearman, in honor of all the hard  
video work that was done for the High Holy Days

Steven & Anne Wold, in honor of the High Holy Days 
Services

Karen Ross, in honor of Jeremy Ross’ Bar Mitzvah

Susan B. Goldberg, in honor of the Clergy for the High 
Holy Days

Gerald Frank, in honor of Torah Study class

Martin Portnoy & Carole Ward, in remembrance 

Meredith Potter, in Thanksgiving of the Makom  
community

David & Arlene Kallick, in memory of Joseph Kallick

Jason Rubinstein & Amy Francetic, in memory of  
Herbert Kallman

Gail Segal, in memory of Lucille Kartun

Amy Friedenberg, in memory of Harold Krane

Phyllis Adams, in memory of Grosby Langsam

Susan & Richard Wellek, in memory of Helen Pollack

Michael & Michelle Rapaport, in memory of  
Seymour Rapaport

Amy Blechman, in memory of Mary Riederman

Marilyn & David Robbin Charitable Foundation

Don & Alice Schindel, in memory of Ann Schindel

Gail Segal, in memory of Carl Segal

Joni & Bruce Friedman, in memory of Edwin Shanberg

Judi Stone, in memory of Edwin Shanberg

Lee Salzstein, in memory of Edwin Shanberg

Nancy & Brian Pastroff, in memory of Lisa Shapiro

Larry Schneider, in memory of his father

Paul & Cathi Kesselman, in honor of the High Holy Day 
Services

Anonymous, in memory of Richard Wellek

Ken & Marcia Denberg, in memory of Richard Wellek

Ross & Susan Erlebacher, in memory of Richard Wellek

Jotty & Roberta Friedland, in memory of Richard Wellek
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Scott & Elizabeth Lassar, in memory of Richard Wellek

Marilyn Meyers, in memory of Richard Wellek

Miriam & Sherman Gerber, in memory of Richard Wellek

Marilyn Wittenberg, in memory of Robert Wittenberg & 
Doris Wittenberg Klein 

Sheila & Jack Marks, in memory of Pearl Yaffe

Adult Enrichment Fund

Alvin & Susan Klein, in memory of Warren Eagle

Barbara & Dennis Kessler, in memory of Richard Wellek

Human Needs Fund

Alan & Carol Greene, in memory of Warren Eagle

Ellen Diamond, in memory of Warren Eagle

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in honor of Rabbi Moffic, Rabbi 
Serotta & Cantor O’Brien for conducting inspirational 
High Holy Day Services 

Natalie Belrose, in memory of Carol Linch

Natalie Belrose, in honor of Nancy Rappaport

Bruce & Marcia Balonick, in memory of Richard Wellek

Library Fund

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in memory of Warren Eagle

Music Fund

Marcia Kernes, in memory of Shimmy Cohen

Ed & Judy Bederman, in memory of Warren Eagle

Sharon Stein, in memory of Warren Eagle

Ron & Cindy Eagle, in memory of Warren Eagle

Diana & Ed Ruthman, in memory of Warren Eagle

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in memory of Helen Ebner & 
Miriam Tucker 

Ed & Judy Bederman, in honor of Caryn Fliegler

Ed & Judy Bederman, in memory of Toni Freed

Judy & Richard Eichner, in honor of Makom’s fabulous 
music program

Larry & Susie Mason, in memory of Julieta Sanchez

Anonymous, in memory of Richard Wellek

Robert & Alice Kohn, in memory of Richard Wellek

Ed & Judy Bederman, in memory of Richard Wellek

Diane & Michael Zidman, in memory of Richard Wellek

myMakom Women

David & Elaine Greenberg, in memory Adeline  
Greenberg 

 

 



Monday....................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Tuesday ..................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Wednesday................................................. 9:00am - 5:00pm

Thursday.................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Friday......................................................... 9:00am - 3:00pm

MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: (847) 433-3555 | www.mymakom.org

OFFICE HOURS

Rabbi Evan Moffic (rabbievan@mymakom.org)
Rabbi Isaac Serotta (rabbiike@mymakom.org)
Cantor Jay O’Brien (cantorjay@mymakom.org)
Executive Director: Holly Krakow (hkrakow@mymakom.org) 

Director of Congregational Learning: Ashley Plotnick (aplotnick@mymakom.org)
Director of Lifelong Learning: Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE (vehrlich@mymakom.org)
B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator: Simcha Ackerman (sackerman@mymakom.org)
Graphic Designer: Rikki Carl-Goldberg (rcarl@mymakom.org) 
Director of Communications: Leah Neiman (lneiman@mymakom.org)
Administrative Assistant: Stephanie Sohn (ssohn@mymakom.org) 

Congregation President: Ross Erlebacher (president@mymakom.org) 

The Kehillah Quarterly deadline is the first of August, November, February and May. 
Any material received after that date will be held until the following issue.
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