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FROM THE RABBI

The Meaning of Memory

We will mark both Passover and 

Shavuot during the time covered by 

this quarterly.  Isaac Bashevis Singer, 

Nobel Laureate and prolific author 

says, “We Jews have many faults, but 

amnesia is not among them.”  In fact, 

this whole season is about mem-

ory.  At Passover we are asked to 

remember that we were once slaves 

in Egypt and now we are free, and 

then we count forty-nine days from 

that Holy Day to the next.  Shavuot is the fiftieth day and we are 

asked to remember that we stood at Sinai and received the word 

of God, the ten commandments.  As the Torah says, “I make this 

pact not just with those who stand here with us this day, but also 

with those who are not here with us.”  Obviously, we were not 

slaves and we were not at Sinai, but tradition teaches us that our 

experience of redemption and revelation is to be relived as if we 

were there.

We offer Yizkor, a brief service of remembrance, on the last day 

of each of our festivals.  Of course, Sukkot is in the fall, and the 

whole tradition of Yizkor started with the High Holy Days and 

the day of Yom Kippur.  In this season, we are called on not only 

to remember that we were slaves in Egypt and we became a holy 

people at Mount Sinai, but also to remember the generations 

that came before us.  Yizkor are the memorial prayers said for 

those who helped shape our lives, those who came to America 

and gave us the opportunity to be who we are.  We owe a lot to 

the decisions our ancestors made to give us life and to keep our 

faith alive in dark times.

The Yizkor prayers themselves were born in dark times.  The  

origin of this service appears to go back to Germany following 

the destruction of the Jews in the Rhineland as crusaders were 

headed toward Jerusalem to fight Islam.  The prayers saw  

expansion after Jews were blamed for the plague in the  

fourteenth century, and expanded again after the Cossacks led 

pogroms in Ukraine in the seventeenth century.  These prayers 

may have been born out of hardship and pain, but they have 

become a loving tribute to our immediate families as well as to 

our ancestors of ages past.

Tradition teaches that saying the memorial prayers ensures  

the rewards of our ancestors in another dimension, an afterlife.  

Rabbi Larry Hoffman, one of my teachers, says, “It was more 

or less firmly believed that when we die, we receive reward or 

punishment on account of our deeds and that we can more 

hastily find our way to reward by the acts of those who  

remember to pray for us and, perhaps, who even donate  

money on our behalf.”  But can it really be the case that the 

prayers of others determine our reward in the world to come?  

That is not only contrary to our belief in God’s benevolence,  

but also a guilt trip we lay on our children.

Yizkor should not be recited because of guilt, but because of 

the importance of memory. Important dates are etched in our 

minds.  Just mentioning July 4, September 11, November 22, 

or December 7 brings up a host of memories.  Maybe January 

6 will be a new date to add to our memory bank.  And there 

are personal dates as well.  Birthdays and anniversaries and 

yahrzeit dates are alive in our minds.  These memories do not 

disappear.

Memory is how we pass down culture, and therefore the  

function of Yizkor is imperative to keeping Judaism alive. In 

essence, we go forward by looking backward.  We preserve  

our tradition when we remember our heritage.  In good  

times and bad, we feel our commitment to our faith by  

remembering those who were links in the chain of Jewish  

heritage who passed the responsibility to us to carry the  

Torah to the generations that come after us.

In Torah study we often invoke the memory of the great  

scholars of the past. We begin a sentence with, “Rashi says….”  

Rashi, the great Torah commentator, died nearly 1000 years 

ago, and yet we refer to him in the present tense.  Most who 

study Torah have internalized this without even realizing that it 

is Jewish tradition to refer to the sages this way because when 

we cite their teaching, that person’s lips speak from beyond the 

Article continued on page 14.
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FROM THE RABBI

(Synagogue) Life After COVID 
 
“Without a vision, the people  
perish.”  This quote comes from 
the Book of Proverbs, which 
is a storehouse of Jewish (and 
human) wisdom. Vision matters, 
because our vision shapes what 
we see and what we do. It gives 
us strength and direction. 
 
And lately I’ve been thinking a lot 
about vision. Specifically, what 
does our synagogue look like 

after Covid? 
 
So much has changed. Those changes happened quickly and 
dramatically. But now we have gotten used to many of them. 
And we actually like some of them! 
 
It truly is remarkable, but I feel our synagogue is stronger  
now than it has ever been.  And we can emerge from Covid 
even stronger. Here are some preliminary conclusions and 
reflections. 
 
Convenience matters: It’s much easier to show up for Torah 
study  or a class when we don’t have to dress up and leave 
the house. We’re more likely to watch a shabbat service when 
we can pause, get a drink of water, and view it in bed on our 
phone.  And I’ve been able to connect with congregants I did 
not know well even though we have not met in person. 

Online activities can create extraordinary moments: Zoom 
Bar and Bat Mitzvahs seemed strange at first. But they have 
grown on me, and judging from my conversations, they have 
grown on others as well. From seeing cute baby pictures in 
the background to watching beaming parents handling the 
Torah and looking on as their child reads from it, online Bar 
and Bat Mitzvahs felt sacred. I’ll never forget a 90-year-old 
grandfather chanting an aliyah from South Africa for his 
grandson’s Bar Mitzvah on Zoom. It is not likely they would 
have made such a trip and been able to participate so fully 
without this online setting. 

Judaism Matters. This may seem self-evident, but I think the 
pandemic has reminded us of our vulnerability and shared 
humanity. Many of you have told me you read more Jewish 

books, felt more uplifted by shabbat services and music, and 
just simply appreciated our traditions this year more than ever. 
In a time of social isolation and political unrest, our traditions 
brought comfort. I used to joke that maybe more people were 
coming to our programs and services and activities because 
there was nothing else to do! No Ravinia, no restaurants, no 
travel. Maybe that’s partially true, but I think we also just  
realized how important Judaism is to us. At least I hope so. 

We’re not just local anymore: All of our classes and services 
have had participants from across the country, and even the 
world. Our Friday night Zoom gathering has a regular from 
Melbourne, Australia. But closer to home, we have several of 
new members from Buffalo Grove, Glenview and Vernon Hills. 
Yes, the majority of congregation is from Highland Park and 
Deerfield, but the fact that we can engage meaningfully with 
the community without driving in regularly opens up our  
synagogue to many more people. And I suspect we will  
continue to attract more people from the broader Chicagoland 
community. 

There’s no place like home: No explanation needed. 

2600  
Zoom Screens 
on Torah Study
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

As the saying goes, when life 
gives you lemons, make  
lemonade.  This adage guides 
my thoughts for this article.
The pandemic has presented 
our congregation with many 
challenges.  So much of what 
we do – worship, learn, mourn, 
and celebrate – we have always 
done while physically together. 
Last March, Covid-19 put an 
abrupt halt to large gatherings 

and challenged us to find new ways to maintain and nourish 
our community.

I am so proud of Makom Solel Lakeside and the lemonade we 
have been able to make from Covid’s sour lemons.  We quickly 
adapted to Zoom and found a new way to congregate and be 
with each other.  Additionally, we found ways to  
occasionally come together in a safe and socially distanced  
manner.  In many ways, we are doing more than we ever 
have.  There are learning opportunities nearly every day with 
our clergy and educators.  We have multiple ways to worship 
whether through Shabbat services you can experience at your 
convenience,  live Shabbat gatherings where you can connect 
with other congregants, or Havdalah gatherings on Saturday 
evenings.

Another positive has been the ability for many congregants to 
maintain their connection to Makom Solel Lakeside no matter 
their location.  Prior to the pandemic, our snowbirds were  
unable to attend programming while spending the frigid  
winter months away from Chicagoland.  Now, they are  
attending virtually from Florida, Arizona and other sunny  
locations for worship and learning. Virtual gathering has also 
been a blessing for many congregants who remain here in 
the winter months but prefer not to venture out in inclement 
weather. When we emerge from the pandemic, we will do so 
in a hybrid fashion with the option to attend either virtually or 
in-person for many of our programs.  While Covid-19 has given 

When Life Gives You Lemons, Make Lemonade

us plenty of lemons, I am thrilled about all the tasty lemonade 
we have made and used to quench our thirst for meaningful  
community.

And speaking of community, I call your attention to recent 
communications regarding our new Community Commitment 
program.  I encourage you to learn more at one of the  
upcoming meetings which are highlighted on the pages of  
this Kehillah Quarterly.

In closing, I wish everyone a very festive and Happy Passover, 
chag sameach!

50 Kabbalat 
Shabbat  

Gatherings
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

When I reflect on this past year, 
I can’t help but remember that 
it was one year ago that we had 
to make the tough decision 
to cancel the Purim Shpiel to 
keep our community safe from 
Covid-19, a global pandemic.  It 
seems ironic that Purim is the 
Jewish holiday when we not 
only tell the story of Esther and 
celebrate victory over the evil 
Haman, but also dress up in 

costume and wear masks to conceal our identity or hide.  Now 
masks have become an everyday accessory for our own safety 
and protecting others.   Throughout this time of the pandemic, 
I have been proud of the approach and leadership of Makom 
Solel Lakeside’s clergy, professionals, lay leaders, and volun-
teers. As a community, we have remained strong together.  

We are entering into the Hebrew Month of Nisan, which is a  
beginning, the first month of Spring. When spring arrives, 
there is increasing light, warmer air, flowers and trees begin 
to bloom. Spring brings a feeling of joy, blessing and a greater 
sense of gratitude. On the Hebrew calendar, a lunar calendar, 
the moon is renewed every monthly cycle, breaking the mo-
notony of linear time with a sense of the miraculous newness 
of life.  

The months ahead will continue to change, and together we 
will figure out what that looks like.  What will it look like if we 
are all vaccinated and able to gather in person, even if still 
wearing masks and social distancing? The warmer weather will 
bring opportunities for us to be together, stay connected and 
build relationships.

This year, just like last year, will require us to think innovatively 
in a new, fresh way. Our mission and vision will continue to 
guide us in conversations, decision-making and our actions.  
I have no doubt that we will continue to strengthen our 
community as we continue to navigate these unprecedented 

Like Esther, We Will Not Hide!

times in which we are living in. There is much we have already 
learned during this past year and we will reflect on them and 
apply the positives, incorporating them into our future.  
Meaningful and creative methods for engagement,  
worship, and learning were quickly put in place with  
intention.  We are a community where everyone matters.  
Like King Ahasuerus, we will find solutions to keep us  
connected and like Esther, we will be brave and strong, and  
we will not hide.

165 
Makom At Home 

emails sent
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REPAIRING THE WORLD 
We strive to “repair the world” nationally through our work with the Religious Action Center (RAC) through the 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ). We are active in Reform-IL at the State level, Lake County United at the County 
level, and here at home—in several caring outreaching projects here at Makom Solel Lakeside. 

WE’RE ADDRESSING YOUR PRIORITIES
In our January session, congregants articulated four priority 
areas:  

1. Hunger. Did you know we’ve donated close to $10,000 
as a congregation through our Human Needs Committee 
to the Moraine and West Deerfield Township Food Banks.  
Thanks to all who donated toward this cause.  Thanks 
also to those who help out at the Beth Emet soup kitchen 
throughout the year.   

2. Anti-Racism. Our Anti-Racism book group  
continues—along with ongoing programming.  
Since January, our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Workgroup has held 3 meetings—with 4 more to go. 
This group of 10 congregants (representing all areas 
of difference across our community) will be making 
recommendations about how we can be a more 
“belonging” community.  Thank you for your  
commitment to this work! Watch the Summer  
Quarterly for more details. 

3. Environment.  Our Green Group continues to be an 
inspiration and plans for the pollinator garden are in full 
bloom.   

4. Caring Outreach. We are bringing back  
congregant-to-congregant caring outreach.  

Watch Makom At Home for more.

WE’VE DONE SOME  
GOOD THINGS!

Our community has been busy during the pandemic—
doing good things that yielded results.  Some national, 
some here in Illinois, and some right here at Makom Solel 
Lakeside.  Specifically: 

• We sent over 4,000 postcards to disenfranchised  
voters across the county. 

• The Pretrial Fairness Act passed both houses of the 
Illinois General Assembly on January 13.  Many of  
our congregants made calls, texted, and wrote emails 
to state legislators in the spirit of reducing mass 
incarceration so that no one will be incarcerated 
pretrial because of their inability to pay for their 
freedom. The Act will require judges to prioritize 
public safety when making pretrial detention 
decisions. 

• We wrote cards and letters to our military and 
valentines for kids through the foster care system. 

• We lit luminaries and wrote inspiring notes for MLK 
Day.

• We sold more than 200 lox boxes. That’s a lot of  
happy eaters!

• We continue to provide thought-provoking and 
action-oriented programming. 

 

SPRING INTO TIKKUN OLAM!
TIKKUN OLAM

Thank you to the 40+ congregants who attended our January gathering.  Please join us on March 15 as we 
introduce our “Come and Learn” series where we will explore how to create a Jewish world that we want to  
build together.  We will follow up on April 5 and April 19.  See Makom at Home for the links.  
Questions? Contact Tikkun Olam Committee co-chairs:  Wendy Rhodes or Diane Zidman. 
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Passover is a holiday that brings 
together families, friends, and 
communities. And while this 
statement can seem common-
place or bland, there is in fact 
strong statistical data that proves 
the point. According to the Pew 
Research Survey of American 
Jews from the past decade, over 
70% of American Jews attend a 
Passover seder or program each 

year. Precisely because Passover is so near and dear to our 
hearts, we must reconcile ourselves yet again to another  
season of Zoom seders, singing Passover melodies over  
FaceTime, or freezing matza ball soup to safely share with 
loved ones.

When we go back to the ancient texts of Jewish life- including 
the Torah, its commentaries, and corresponding legal  
codes- we can find comfort in the fact that while Passover  
celebration has remained a constant in Jewish history it has 
also undergone evolution and change. In the book of  
Exodus, we are told of the lamb sacrifice our ancestral  
families made the eve before leaving Egypt. Later in the book 
of Leviticus, special emphasis is placed on the eating of matza, 
even referring to the festival itself as “Chag HaMatzot” or the 
“festival of Matza.” Much later in the biblical book of Ezra, we 
are told of how the Jewish refugees returning from Babylonian 
exile celebrated Passover with great pride and joy in the city 
of Jerusalem. After the destruction of the Jerusalem temple, 
the Passover seder we know of today was developed by the 
rabbis and sages of the Mishnah and Talmud, through their 
composition and compilation of the companion text we call 
the Hagadah. In light of this historical progression, perhaps we 
can argue that our own epoch has made another significant 
adaptation: the “virtual seder.”

As we sort through the many manifestations that Passover 
observance has taken throughout the centuries, I am drawn to 
an ancient interpretation of the festival that has been all but 
forgotten in our times. First, a little context: It has been said by 

biblical and academic scholars that the Hebrew word for  
Passover itself, Pesach, may contain multiple etymological 
dimensions. In one sense, the word Pesach is used in many 
biblical passages of literature to connote “to spare, or to  
protect.”  And in the writings of Hebrew prophets such as  
Elijah, the word Pesach refers to “hopping, or skipping.” It is 
then with some curiosity that Greek-Jewish community of  
the first century BCE eschewed the Hebrew word Pesach 
altogether, and referred to this holiday as Diabateria, an 
ancient Greek word meaning “crossing a boundary.”  The first 
century Greek-Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria uses this 
name for the festival in his own writings, saying “the festival 
is a reminder and thank-offering for the great migration from 
Egypt… and that wisdom is gained only by crossing from 
materialism to spirituality.”

Perhaps this interesting take on the Passover festival speaks to 
us in this moment. Everywhere we look, we are hemmed in by 
boundaries- those that we maintain for societal good, those 
we maintain for economic or political expediency, and those 
we adhere to in striving for a more equitable and just future. 
The span of time from last Passover to this one has also been 
a time defined in many ways by our sedentary lifestyles- when 
our physical movement is inhibited, our spirits and ways of 
thinking can also become stagnant. The ancient Hebrew- 
Greek spin on Passover, the idea of Diabateria or “crossing  
boundaries”, challenges the fixity that pervades our current 
condition.

My prayer is that this year, as we gather in many new and 
inspiring ways for our festival of freedom, that we consider 
the ways in which freedom and movement are so closely 
intertwined. Should we be able to infuse our Passover  
celebration with this idea of transcending boundaries,  
perhaps we may be one step closer to rediscovering the  
forward motion and momentum that will carry us where  
we need to go.
 
L’shalom,
Cantor Jay O’Brien

Tradition in Movement - Going from “Pass-over” to Crossing Boundaries

FROM THE CANTOR
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MAKOM UPDATES

Chavurah

So many in our community are aching for ways to meet others 
and create the type of bonds that are at the heart of why so 
many of us have decided to join this wonderful community.   
We know that many in our community gather regularly through 
Lev Learning, Torah study, Shabbat services, our many adult 
enrichment opportunities, Tikun Olam, our refugee program, 
book clubs, and many other programs.  But, sometimes you 
want an opportunity just to get to know a few other families  
or couples. 
 
Chavurah is Hebrew for fellowship.  Makom would like to help 
create small Chavurah groups (6-12 individuals) for those  
interested in meeting on an ongoing basis to enrich their  
involvement in our Makom community.  We would hope that 
these groups could meet independently 6-8 times a year.  
Sometimes that could be in conjunction with events taking 
place within our community.  While that may mean Zoom  
interactions for the moment, we also hope that this could lead 
to meeting at a restaurant or bar before or after a Shabbat 
service, or maybe for brunch during or after Lev Learning.  It 
also could just be getting families together at a park to enjoy 
a sunny day or for pizza and ice cream.  The key is that you are 
interested in developing a relationship with other members of 
our community so when we are able to meet in person again to  
celebrate holidays as a community there will not only be 
friendly faces welcoming you, but friends who you are excited 
to see.  We want to make Makom a truly welcoming community 
for everyone.
 
We are putting together lists of people interested in forming a 
Chavurah group.  If you want to get to know members of our 
community more, let us know.  We hope to have critical mass 
to roll out our Chavurah groups by May.  Help us create more 
intimate circles within our larger Makom community!
 
To sign up, please sign up here or email Leah Neiman at  
Lneiman@mymakom.org or David Morrison at  
david.morrison@goldbergkohn.com.

The Membership Committee welcomed 19 new 

families to our Makom Solel Lakeside community this 

year.  To formally welcome our new families we have 

created the Makom Ambassador program.  We paired 

each family with an active member of our Makom 

community, provided a lovely Havdalah set as a new 

member gift, and hosted a warm new member meet n’ 

greet on January 31st with new families, ambassadors, 

clergy, staff and board members.  Everyone who 

participated raved about the program and opportunity 

to start forming authentic relationships. When all 

who participated were asked to describe why they 

sought out Makom, the words most often used were: 

community, welcoming, down-to-earth, and tikkun 

olam.  We look forward to continuing to do our part in 

creating a warm and welcoming community.

- Brittany Andersen and David Morrison,  
  Membership Committee Co-Chairs 

Membership Committee Update

19  
New families  

joined
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B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Sophia Elkin

Sophia Elkin, daughter of Lilya 
Elkin and Igor Elkin, will become 
a Bat Mitzvah on April 17th, 2021. 
She lives in Highland Park IL, and 
is a 7th grader at Edgewood  
Middle School. She has two 
sisters, Mia and Alyssa. Outside of 
school, Sophia loves to draw, read, 
watch anime, play video games, 
attend dance classes and hang 
out with her friends. She enjoys 

playing the piano in her free time. During the summer, Sophia 
attends Camp Agawak, where she has made many friends. 
Animals have always had a special place in Sophia’s heart, so 
she decided to raise money for Orphans of the Storm as her 
mitzvah project. 

Olivia Kristin Izenstark

Olivia Kristin Izenstark, daughter 
of Aaron and Kristin will celebrate 
her Bat Mitzvah on May 15, 2021.  
Olivia is named after her late 
Great Aunt Olive and her mother.  
Olivia has two older siblings, Ava 
and Evan and a  Shih Tzu named 
Shiloh.  Olivia is a 7th grader at 
Northbrook Junior High School 
and has lived in Northbrook all 
her life.  She will have two  

grandparents present at her Bat Mitzvah.  She enjoys spending 
time with her Grandma Gail Izenstark “Gigi” from Boca Raton, 
Florida/Northbrook, Illinois and her grandfather Greggory 
Youstra from Glenview, Illinois.  Olivia enjoys playing soccer, 
video chatting with friends and playing video games during 
the pandemic.  She also enjoys cooking and baking for the 
family.  One of her specialties is chocolate chip pumpkin bread.  
Olivia is blessed to be able to travel with her extended family 
to Italy, Costa Rica and many other fun places and cherishes 
her cousins Brittani, Danielle, Taylor, Logan and Grace.  She 
regularly attends summer camp in Minocqua, Wisconsin at 
Camp Agawak.         

Jack Flagg

Jack Flagg of Highland Park and 
Northwood Junior High (8th grade) 
will become a Bar Mitzvah on May 
22, 2021. His proud parents, Jaimie 
and Kevin, along with his adoring 
sister, Maddy are thrilled to share 
this special day with his many  
grandparents, aunts, uncles  
and cousins from across the  
country. Jack plays trombone in 
the school band and he also enjoys 

playing tennis.  Jack spends his summers at OSRUI where he 
loves sleeping in a tent and going on rock climbing and canoe 
trips.  For his mitzvah project, Jack has been contributing to 
local food banks and global charities to help eliminate hunger 
in his community and around the world.   

Lily Kienzle

Lily (Laila) Kienzle will become 
a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, May 
29th, on her 13th Birthday. She 
shares her Bat Mitzvah with her 
Mom who was not unable to have 
one. Lily lives in Lake Forest with 
her parents, Tom and Cindy, and 
insane dog Gracie. Her brother, 
Tommy, lives in DC and her sister, 
Elaina, lives in Brooklyn. Lily is in 
7th grade at Deer Path  

Middle School where she loves everything STEM and music.  
She recently auditioned with her school’s Pop A Capella group 
(and was accepted)! Lily also sings in Voices Rising, a touring 
chorus at the Midwest Youth Conservatory. Lily enjoys a variety 
of music, but she especially loves opera and pop. Lily loves 
helping her Mom in their baking business. And, before Covid, 
she acted in school and community plays since she was 6 years 
old. She hopes to resume acting soon.

This year has been especially difficult, not only because of 
COVID-19, but because Lily lost a dear family friend, neighbor 
and her pediatric nurse, Tammi Georgi. To honor Tammi, who 
lost her battle with breast cancer at 41, Lily decided to create 
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“Chemo Care Kits for kids” to make undergoing chemotherapy 
a little more tolerable. Each box contains a blanket, a teddy 
bear, fuzzy socks, a journal and a fidget, all in a backpack to  
easily carry to treatments. Lily has raised $3,600 so far, enough 
to make 100 kits and to distribute to pediatric oncologists for 
their newly diagnosed patients. Lily is very proud of her  
accomplishments, including learning to read Hebrew,  
especially since she had early challenges in speech and  
language.

Evan Mintzer

Evan is looking forward to  
becoming a Bar Mitzvah on June 
5th, 2021. Evan lives in Highland 
Park with his Dad Ari, Mom Lisa, 
brothers Ben and Jake and his two 
dogs Macey and Ollie. Evan is a 
7th grade student at Edgewood 
Middle School. It is rare to see Evan 
without a football, baseball or  
basketball in his hands! When Evan 
is not playing or watching sports 

he loves hanging out with his friends. Evan has a wonderful  
extended family that he is extremely close with and can’t wait 
to celebrate his up-coming Bar Mitzvah with. ( Nana-Mary, 
Papa- Sherm, Uncle Marty, Agnes, Elly, Hayden, Uncle Brad, 
Auntie Mandy, Brody, Teddy, Nani-Janet, Buddy-Richard, Auntie 
Wendy, Uncle Gary, Noah, Samuel, Madelyn, Charlie, Auntie 
Alysha, Uncle Josh, Preston, Braxton, Levi & Luke ).

Ila Bach

Ila Bach is looking forward to  
celebrating her Bat Mitzvah on  
June 12, 2021. Ila was born in  
Philadelphia and moved to the  
Chicago area when she was 5. She 
currently lives in Highland Park with 
her mom, younger sister Juliet, and 
her loving, 13 year old cat, Diego. Ila 
is a seventh grader at Northwood 
Middle School, where she is in the 

B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

dual language program, learning Spanish. This is important 
because half of Ila’s family live in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and, 
in addition to her Argentina roots on her father’s side, her 
maternal grandfather was from Sevilla, Spain. She has extended 
family in Spain, Panama and Venezuela. Apart from learning 
Spanish, Ila is a hard-working student in general and always 
pushes herself academically. She spent many years playing 
tennis before switching to a focus on the game of golf last year. 
Art also seems to be an interest for Ila, which she explored 
intensively in a 3 hour a day, 5 day per week studio class last 
summer.

Ila’s family is so proud of how much time and effort she has put 
so far into preparing for this meaningful event. We are joyful 
and honored to be by her side as she continues this journey.

Alex Chan

Alex Chan is looking forward to 
becoming a bar mitzvah on June 
19, 2021. Alex lives in Deerfield 
with his parents Joanna and Tom, 
his sister Blake and brother Logan.  
He is a 7th grader at Caruso Middle 
School.  In his spare time, Alex 
loves sports, video games and 
spending time with his friends. He 
is very close to his grandparents 
Michael and Lisa Kurtzon and 

Nancy Chan. Recently, Alex has been focusing on his mitzvah 
project to feed the hungry. He is working with organizations 
like Connections for the Homeless, PORCH and the soup  
kitchen at Temple Beth Emet in Evanston to help provide  
meals to those in need. 

16  
Bnai  

Mitvahs
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B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Sydney Pastroff

Sydney is a seventh grade student 
at Northwood Middle School in 
Highland Park.  Sydney will be called 
to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on June 
19, 2021 at second oldest  
synagogue in the western  
hemisphere, Hebrew Congregation 
of St. Thomas (USVI).  If all goes as 
planned, Sydney will be traveling 
with her parents, Brian and Nancy 
Pastroff, her sister Izzy and  

brother Miles.  Her grandparents, Michael & Sharon Shapiro 
and Howard & Susan Pastroff, along with aunts, uncles and 
cousins will also be joining.  In her spare time, Sydney swims 
for Highland Park Aquatics Club and plays soccer for AYSO. She 
plays trumpet for the Northwood band and also participates in 
Northwood Gives Back.  As part of her mitzvah project, Sydney 
has been dog walking and will contribute of portion a her  
earnings to Orphans of the Storm animal shelter.  This is where 
we rescued our two cats from.  Sydney attends Camp Chi over 
the summer and can’t wait to get back there after missing out 
this past summer due to the pandemic.

Jackson Palzet

Jackson Davis Palzet will celebrate 
his Bar Mitzvah in April, 2021.  His 
accomplishment will be part of 
a “Tri-Mitzvah” as he completes 
this milestone with his brothers, 
Jayden and Noah.  Jackson will 
celebrate with his parents, Trish 
and David.  Jackson has lived in 
Deerfield his entire life and attends 
Shepard Middle School.  Jackson’s 
grandparents will attend his Bar 

Mitzvah from the comfort of their zoom screens.  Jack  
participates in football and wrestling and enjoys fitness  
activities of all types.  He is an accomplished wrestler and  
qualified for the state tournament last year, but was unable  
to participate due to the pandemic.  

Jayden Palzet

Jayden Palzet: Jayden Michael 
Palzet is looking forward to  
becoming a Bar Mitzvah in April, 
2021.  Jayden lives in  
Deerfield and attends Shepard 
Middle School.  Jayden’s  
accomplishment will be extra  
special as he will complete his  
Bar Mitzvah with his two  
brothers, Jackson and Noah. 
Jayden’s parents, David and Trisha 

along with his grandparents and family will celebrate this  
accomplishment. Jayden enjoys playing football, wrestling, 
fishing, and hanging out with his close friends.  Jayden is a 
sweet boy with much to give to the world.  

Noah Palzet

Noah Joseph Palzet is a  
seventh-grader at Shepard  
Middle School in Deerfield and 
will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah in April, 2021.  Noah will 
be accompanied by his brothers, 
Jackson and Jayden as part of a 
“tri-Mitzvah.” Noah is the son of 
David and Trisha and looks forward 
to celebrating this milestone with 
his grandparents and family. 

Noah is a tough as nails cancer survivor who beat an adrenal 
tumor TWICE.  Noah enjoys playing football and wresting and  
spending time with friends and family.  
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LIFE CYCLES

The family of Olivia Izenstark on her upcoming Bat Mitzvah.

The family of Jack Flagg on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

The family of Ila Bach on her upcoming Bat Mitzvah.

The family of Evan Mintzer on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah.

To Makom Solel Lakeside’s staff member Rikki Carl-Goldberg 
and husband Adam Goldberg on the birth of their daughter, 
Addison Iris Goldberg born on February 10th, 2021.

To the family of Nancy Hollins on the birth of her grand  
daughter Ellie Sue on January 4th, daughter to Herb and Liz, 
and little sister to big brother Hudson.

The family of Jay Kohn on celebrating his Bar Mitzvah this past 
December. 

The family of Renata Smoler on her  online/distanced Bat  
Mitzvah celebration this past fall. It was very meaningful! 

 
 

To the family of Robert Paley.

To the family of Bob Wieseneck, husband of Sue Wieseneck.

To the family of Ivan J. Stern, father of Judy Stern Friedman 
(Howard) and grandfather of Hannah and Sophie Friedman.

To the family of Hannah Helfand, mother of David Helfand.

To the family of Mickey Harris, stepfather of Jeff (Holly) Krakow 
and grandfather of Ross, Carly and Sammi.

To the family of Arnold Horwitz, father of Sheri Bulwa.

To the family of Carole Wald, wife of Martin Portnoy.

To the family of Ruth Weissman, mother of Lisa Weissman and 
Douglass (Lori) Weissman.

To the family of Iris Shafer, aunt of Rabbi Serotta (Celianne 
Lipper).

To the family of Donna Wichman, mother of Monette (Craig) 
Leva, grandmother of Ellee, Alex, Rachel and Elihu.

To the family of Ruth Pollans, mother of David (Jill) Pollans, 
grandmother of Jesse Pollans and Shayne (Jared) Layne.

To the family of Helene Mabel Rivlin, mother of Jeff (Lee) Rivlin, 
grandmother of Will and Matthew Rivlin.

May their acts of kindness and generous deeds serve as  
inspirations and blessed memories for all who follow. 

 
 

CONDOLENCES TO: CELEBRATION:

52 Youtube 
Shabbat 
Services 
Uploaded
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Jascha Smoler on learning to play guitar this year! 

Eden Juliette Mackin, who was named on the Bima during a 
Friday Night Live @ Makom in March 2003, turns 18 years old! 
 
To Jim Graham on moving to Chestnut Square in the Glen  
in July 2020. Patio, Grass, Zoom, New friends masked and  
distanced! He also received his first Covid vaccination on  
January 26th with 200 others!

To the family of Geri Schlanger for celebrating many  
special moments this past year. Relating to Makom Solel  
Lakeside, the Lev Learning program has been exceptional, 
consistant and as engaging as possible. Thank you so much to 
both Elana Carmel Levy and Eva Steingold. We are so grateful 
to you for showing up every week on line, you really made a 
difference during these unprecendented times. 

To Beth Sanchez on the celebration of her mothers 90th 
 birthday and singing with the “Mighty” Makom Solel-Lakeside 
Choir!

Jen Gordon and family on baking challah on Fridays, finding 
kayaking to be great socially distnced activity, Alex starting his 
first year of college, and Paige learning to drive. 
 
To Cindy Kienzle on her exciting business shoutout. “On April 
1st, two weeks after lockdown, Howie Mandel, Comedian and 
America’s Got Talent Judge, chose my small business (Hungry 
Monkey) to feature on his new show, Save Small Business 
America.He saw me and Lily, my 12 year old, and wanted 
to feature our Social Distancing Treats Box after having our 
banana bread and brownies. He raved about our banana bread 
saying it was “beyond anything I have ever eaten,” and that our 
brownies “are to die for” -- and that he would have given us the 
golden buzzer! He also featured us on Good Morning America, 
People.com, Fox News, Extra TV and more. Business and life has 
not been the same. After a rough year in 2019, this was such 
a welcome thing. It’s been a family affair as both my husband 
and daughter have helped pack boxes to ship 24/7! It’s also 
taken our minds off Covid, the biggest blessing of all!!” 
 
 

SILVER LININGS!

LIFE CYCLES

120 lb potatoes 
and 60 lbs  
of onions 

ordered for  
Latkefest
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These are just a few ideas of concrete plans to make for Pesach. 
You can use your imagination and add whatever you think will 
make this tie meaningful to your family. Preparing mentally for 
a “family” holiday which may not have the whole family present 
is something you can start now.  Meeting virtually can’t take 
the place of in person holidays but it can create family,  
community, and I promise it can be a fun time.  

This year we have lived in quarantine and now we can look  
forward to a year of hope. We don’t know exactly what next 
year will look like, when our building will open, when our 
programs will be in person.  I am looking forward to summer 
and being outside and all the options that may bring to our 
programming.  

 

Looking Forward to Passover

At the seder meal we ask,  
“How is this night different 
from all other nights?”  This 
year, we may actually ask   
“how is this night just like the  
previous 395?”  We are entering 
year 2 of our COVID19  
quarantine life.  When I  
mention having a Zoom Seder 
this year most people will not 
only resonate with the idea but 
will also know how to work the 

logistics of getting family and friends together virtually.  We 
will know how to pare down our preparations for the actual 
Seder meal and increase the pre-tech steps.  

We find inherent contradictions in the themes of our Seder 
meal.  We sing the 4 questions, and they are really 4  
statements.  We eat bitter herbs and sweet charoset while 
dipping fresh greens into salt water of our tears. Instead of 
making food for a large household we will perhaps deliver 
some food to those who may need some help. I could go on.  
Every generation must find the right way to observe Pesach.  
This year I would still advise caution and continue as we 
learned last year to celebrate virtually.  

Here are a few tips:
• Set up a zoom link from a paid account, so you are not 

restricted to just 40 minutes.
• Send out the link a few times, family needs reminders.
• The host and/or the leader should be sure to call on  

people, so everyone is not talking at once.
• You can set up a poll in advance asking questions about 

Pesach, the Haggadah, the worst or best plague or  
whatever you like.

• Find a Haggadah that you like and share with your family 
before Seder time.

• Incorporate new traditions into your ZoomSeder.  Ideas 
include a task for the oldest person at the Seder, recalling 
their first Seder.  

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

10,000 
screens on 
Torah Study 
and weekday 
programming
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MYMAKOM WOMEN

myMakom Women provides a home for all women (or those who 

identify as women) of Makom Solel Lakeside to connect, explore 

and empower each other through a Jewish lens. We provide  

opportunities for the women of our congregation to share  

experiences that reflect our Jewish values, traditions and  

spirituality. 

 

Committed to inclusiveness, gentleness, social justice and healing 

both within and outside of our congregational community, we 

work with Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) to provide  

connections to women throughout the world with shared values, 

to provide programming, training and advocacy for the women 

of our congregation, and to support WRJ’s global commitment to 

social good with a women’s emphasis.

One important area of support that WRJ provides is in their 

commitment to healing the world. For more than 100 years, 

inspired by Jewish traditions and values, WRJ has pioneered social 

action in the Reform Movement and the Jewish community. From 

advancing women’s leadership and equality in Jewish life and in 

society at large to championing numerous critical social justice 

issues, WRJ has been at the forefront of major efforts in the work 

of tikkun olam, repairing the world. During their 100 plus years, 

WRJ has created resolutions in many areas, such as women’s and 

civil rights and economic justice (READ THE 12 MOST IMPORTANT 

RESOLUTIONS OF WRJ’S FIRST 100 YEARS). These resolutions, after 

approval by WRJ members, provide the direction for advocacy 

and action initiatives available to women throughout North 

America.

This Spring, WRJ members will meeting to vote on WRJ  

constitutional changes and proposed resolutions. The 2021 WRJ 

Resolutions Committee, is excited to bring our two new proposed 

WRJ Resolutions to WRJ women. We will vote on these proposed 

Resolutions at the virtual WRJ Legislative Body Meeting, which 

will take place on March 18th at 6:00 pm Central time. Once the 

Resolutions are approved, WRJ will issue Advocacy Guides with 

advice on how we can all take action on these important issues.

The two proposed Resolutions are:
1. Labor Issues Impacting Women in the 21st Century. Draft 

resolution available at https://wrj.org/sites/default/files/la-

bor_issues_impacting_women_resolution.pdf.

2. Addressing a Legacy of Reproductive and Gender-Based 
Violence Against Black, Indigenous, and Women of Color 
in North America. Draft resolution available at  (https://wrj.

org/sites/default/files/addressing_a_legacy_of_gender_and_

race-based_violence_resolution.pdf ). 

All women of Makom Solel Lakeside are WRJ members and 
may take part in the resolution process. A brief video  

explaining the proposed Resolutions and the resolutions process 

is available here: https://vimeo.com/499398890/ca14b9ea47.

At the upcoming virtual WRJ Fried Women’s Conference in March, 

there will be a workshop with a panel of experts who will address 

the critical issues in these proposed Resolutions. 

All concerns and comments can be addressed to WRJ Resolutions 

committee co-chairs Judy Wexler (judithmwexler@gmail.com) 

and/or Karen Goldberg (kgoldgm@gmail.com). Purely editorial/

grammatical comments should be sent by February 19th. Please 

bring other, more substantive comments to the February 22nd 

informational Zoom session, or provide them in advance of the 

March 18th Legislative Body Meeting. Due to the virtual format 

for this year’s WRJ Legislative Body Meeting, the discussion at that 

time will be limited.

One other event mentioned here is the WRJ Fried Women’s  

Conference being held on March 10, 12-14, 18 and 23. We  

provided detailed information in the myMakom Women February 

newsletter. The conference provides you with a first-hand  

experience of WRJ empowering women through prayer, study, 

philanthropy, and leadership training. It’s well worth your time 

and the minimal registration cost. Check out more specifics and 

register at WRJ.org under Events.

L’Shalom!

MyMakom Women
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Rabbi Serotta’s Article Continued

MAKOM UPDATES

grave.  Remembering someone, a teacher, a friend, a loved  
one, gives them real currency in our lives. 

God also remembers. Our Mishnah teaches that when any 

person dies God feels pain as if a limb was amputated.  When 

we die, those who mourn us know that no one like us will ever 

exist again.  Each of us is made b’tzelem Elohim, in the image  

of God. Each life is unique.  Each one of us plays a role in the  

unfolding of the universe.  Each of us is a scroll, and we are 

bound into the great Book of Life, to be stored in the divine 

library, to be loved and cared for by the great librarian, God,  

at the end of our days.

Yizkor is the recognition that what is done, is not gone, but 

lives on in our memory. Our memory keeps our ancestors alive, 

keeps them in the present tense, lets them change with us as 

our perception of them changes subtly or dramatically over 

time.  While we can’t hold them in our arms, the prayers of 

Yizkor provide a way to recollect and revive them through the 

gift of memory.

The prayers are beautiful, the music is memorable, the poetry 

of our prayer book is evocative. I invite you to join us for  
Yizkor at 10:30 AM on April 3 and May 17 to join in this  
season of memory.

DO YOU HAVE AN IDEA 
FOR A PROGRAM? 

 
We are always looking for  

fun, inspiring and meaningful  
ways to bring our  

community together. 
 

Let us know what your idea is  
and who will champion it! 

 
For more information,  

contact Leah  
at Lneiman@mymakom.org. 

400 lb 
of challah dough 

picked up
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MAKOM PUZZLES

Food of the Passover Seder

ACROSS 
3 Vegetables, which are dipped into salt water to 
represent the tears and pain of Jewish slaves in Egypt 

4 Roasted egg, symbolizes mourning 

6 Three matzohs; represent the unleavened bread the 
Jewish people took with them when they left Egypt

7 Bitter herbs; symbolizes bitterness of slavery

DOWN 
1 Sweet, brown, pebbly mixture, representing the mortar 
used by Jewish slaves to build storehouses in Egypt 

2 Bitter herbs; symbolizes bitterness of slavery 

5 Roasted lamb shankbone; represents the korban or 
sacrificial lamb

Answer passage can be found on the back cover of the Kehillah Quarterly.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH
The Life of a French Jew: 
A Current Look with Rabbi Tom Cohen

Join Rabbi Tom Cohen, founder of Kehilat Gesher, 
the French-American synagogue of Paris, as he 
discusses life as a Jew in France during today’s age. 

An Ambitious Experiment To Unify American

Harry Gottleib has founded organizations focused 
on making learning and decision-making delightful 
(Jellyvision and Jackbox Games). Join us as he 
discusses how he believes that there is a better way 
for Americans to move from shared goals to shared 
solutions.

Essential Prophetic Voices with 
Rabbi David Lyon

Engage the Hebrew prophets for timeless Jewish 
values. What questions about social, economic, and 
religious life did the prophets address in their day 
that are remarkably similar to the questions we’re 
asking today? How did the prophets’ teachings 
balance Judaism’s ethical and ritual obligations? Join 
Rabbi David Lyon as he answers and discusses all of 
these burning questions.

APRIL
Sharing the Legacy of Eva Kor, Holocaust 
Survivor

Join Dr. Alex Kor, son of Holocaust Survivor Eva Kor 
as he shares her family’s story and discusses his trips 
to Auschwitz.

Makom Solel Lakeside 
(847) 433 - 3555| www.mymakom.org

LIVE FROM ZOOM! | 10:30am - 11:30am
Refer to weekly email for the participation link

SPRING SCHEDULE

adult enrichment
             at Makom Solel Lakeside

Changing the Climate on Capital Hill

The Jewish Earth Alliance is bringing a moral voice on 
climate change to Capital Hill through the voices of 
Jewish constituents around the country. Join this 
discussion as De Herman guides you to learn more 
and add your voice to this important and timely 
e�ort.

Fascism: Can It Happen Here?

Fascism is always based on a false promise of return 
to lost greatness; it is always ultranationalist, and 
always pseudo-populist, pretending to care about 
people’s hopes and dreams, while actually stoking 
their fears and hatreds. Is the GOP becoming a fascist 
party? What’s the role of the social media trolls? And 
what’s that light at the tunnel’s end? Discuss all these 
burning questions with Professor Jim Kenney.

MAY
Refugees: Yesterday, Today, and in the Future

We welcome Rebecca Kirzner. Senior Director of 
Grassroots Campaigns as HIAS, where she leads the 
organization’s community organizing strategy, 
grassroots advocacy, and activism for refugees. 
Once an organization that primarly helped Jewish 
immigrants and refugees, HIAS now brings our 
Jewish values and 140 years of experience to the aid 
and protection of all refugees. Join Rebecca as she 
discusses the current situation with refugees as 
they come into the United States.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
F O R

S A V E  T H E  D A T E
I N  H O N O R  O F  O U R

Confirmation
I N  H O N O R  O F  O U R

1 0 T H  G R A D E  S T U D E N T S
D U R I N G  S H A B B A T

FRIDAY, MAY 14TH | 6:30PM

Graduating
Seniors

D U R I N G  H A V D A L A H

SATURDAY, MAY 22ND | 7PM
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Makom Solel Lakeside
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035 
(847) 433 - 3555| www.mymakom.org

SCHOLAR-IN- 
RESIDENCE
Friday, October 8 to 
Sunday, October 10, 2021

RABBI EMERITUS DOV TAYLOR
AT MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE

In the hope that good health prevails next fall and we are able to gather in person, 
please mark your calendars  and welcome Rabbi Emeritus Dov Taylor and his wife, Judith, 

as he returns for a stimulating and thought-provoking Scholar-in-Residence weekend. 
Rabbi Taylor served at legacy Solel for 25 years, from 1986 to 2009. 

FRIDAY
OCTOBER 8

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 9

SUNDAY
OCTOBER 10

Shabbat Evening Sermon with Rabbi Taylor| 7:30pm
Service followed by a festive Oneg Shabbat with home-baked sweets.

Shabbat Morning Torah Study in the library | 9:15pm with Rabbi Taylor

Shabbat Morning Minyan in the chapel | 10:45am with Rabbi Serotta

Afternoon Presentation in the library | 12:00pm with Artist Judith Taylor

Morning discussion of Contemporary Jewish Issues with Rabbi Taylor
10:00am in the social hall

SAVE THE DATE
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UPCOMING EVENTS

New Membership Portal
We have transitioned to our new online member portal and database powered by 
ShulCloud. We are excited about the advantages that the easy-to-use ShulCloud 
will bring to both our congregants and to sta�. Bene�ts include managing your 
own account online if you choose, connecting with other congregants through the 
online directory, and registering for events and programs.

Have you logged on to our website yet?

• Update your phone number and address
• Update yahrtzeit information 
• View the Makom Solel Lakeside Directory 

Logging on allows you to...
• Make a payment or donation
• Register for Lev Learning 
• And more!  

You can log on today by going to www.mymakom.org and clicking on login 
in the top right. Enter your email and password. Once you are logged on, click 
on “welcome (your name)”, and then “My Account” to access your personal 
information, yahrtzeit updates, the directory and more! 

Go to www.mymakom.org. Click on the grey 
box labeled “Login” in the upper right hand 
corner in the black bar. Click Forgot Password. 
Please enter the email address that you will 
use to log in to your account. Click “Email 
Password”. An email with instructions to login 
will be sent to you. We will send you a link 
you can use to access your account, where 
you will be able to set a new password. If the 
email address you entered is di�erent from 
what we currently have on �le, you will recei-
ve an error message. Please contact us at 
o�ce@mymakom.org to update your 
account.

Accessing your Makom Solel Lakeside
member account for the first time
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NEW WAYS TO SHARE LIFE’S BLESSINGS

Ways to recognize people you love and occasions that are meaningful

Located in the gallery 
area off our main 
lobby, our Tree of Life 
commemorates life’s 
joyous occasions. You 
may purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) 
or a stone ($1,800).

Kiddush Cups hold a personal significance 
to Rabbi Serotta. Honor him and support 
Makom Solel Lakeside by purchasing a cup 
to add to the collection housed in the 
display case that is designed to emulate a 
Torah scroll. On every Shabbat, the cup for 
that particular week will be used for 
the service. 
• Each cup comes with a customizable, 
    engraved message.
• You can select from cups that the office
    has to offer, or you may contribute your
    own.
• You can choose a date that is of special
    importance to you.
• The weekly Kiddush Cups (including the
    engraving) are $500; there are also
    major Jewish holiday cups available for 
    a higher amount

The display is located in the south lounge 
across from the Administrative Wing. 

Located in the east 
corridor near the chapel, 
our Memorial Tree is a 
legacy to those who have 
passed but who left a 
strong imprint on the lives 
they touched. You may 
purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) or 
a Hebrew letter ($1800). 
The Hebrew letters 
translate to ‘may their 
memories be a blessing’.

Most of us are fortunate to have fostered rich and rewarding relationships with family 
members, special friends and mentors. These associations are often tracked 

by major life cycle events such as birth, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, 
baby namings, anniversaries, honorific events and death.

What better way to express your affection than to participate in a permanent 
acknowledgment that offers opportunity for personalization as well as support for our 

synagogue community. As a result of the consolidation between the two congregations, 
there are now three ongoing displays earmarked for recognition possibilities:

Tree of Life Kiddush Cup Display Memorial Tree

ALL RECOGNITION DISPLAY PURCHASES ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS.

MAKING A GIFT
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Making a Gift
Would you like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of a family member or close friend 

through Makom Solel Lakeside? Choose among several funds to direct your contribution to 
the cause you believe is most appropriate.

Fill out checks to Makom Solel Lakeside and designate your fund preference on the memo line; 
or call/email Stephanie at ssohn@mymakom.org for payment by credit card, stock, 

or alternative arrangement.

General Fund

Provides the Officers and Directors ultimate flexibility 
to use financial gifts where they are needed most.

Human Needss

Includes Tikkun Olam / Social Action initiatives, 
contributions to worthy social justice institutions, and 
support for members who require some form of financial, 
emergency or life-sustaining assistance.

Shalom Circle

Promoted by clergy, the fund supports enhanced 
programing for all ages and collaborates with all areas of 
Makom Solel Lakeside to create innovative, impactful, 
engaging opportunities in terms of interfaith dialogue, 
music, provocative intellectual stimulation, and 
impassioned spiritual experiences both within and 
outside the walls of the synagogue.

Security Fund

Help to safeguard the Makom Solel Lakeside building, its 
children, members and staff. Pays for security guards at all 
worship events, Lev Learning / Religious School classes, and 
many special events. Also finances ongoing training 
programs and security enhancements to our physical 
structure.

Legacy Funds

L’dor V’dor. Nothing is more important than the legacy we 
leave. The strength of our endowment and bequest funds is 
the gift we give to our children. This is how we can pass on 
wondrous moments we have gleaned from our years at 
Makom Solel Lakeside and our legacy congregations. 
Support in this way allows us to provide future generations 
with the lessons and luster of our experience. And fund 
investment income helps us with current operations.

Lev Learning (religious school)

Helps to finance our fabulous religious school and Hebrew 
curriculum including our wide-ranging madrichim program, 
our vibrant youth group and a host of special projects and 
activities. 

Adult Enrichment

Helps to finance a wide variety of Sunday morning speakers, 
Tuesday night clergy classes, film and book groups, travel 
opportunities, morning minyans and a number of events 
that keep Makom Solel Lakeside rich, vibrant and fulfilling 
from college age to senior status. 

myMakom Women

This organization inspires the women of our congregation 
to connect in many different ways all through a Jewish lens. 
Donations support a variety of social, spiritual and educa-
tional experiences. The group also has a firm commitment 
to social justice.

Music

Helps to support our outstanding volunteer choir, 
professional musicians and the special programs led by 
Cantor Jay O’Brien. This fund also provides financial 
assistance to help finance our High Holy Day vocal 
quartet, to purchase needed sheet music and other 
sound equipment.

Building Fund

Similar to our homes, the Makom Solel Lakeside facility 
requires ongoing investment to maintain a clean, well-run 
operation in which all components are properly monitored 
and in good repair: HVAC, kitchen, plumbing, electric, 
lighting, painting, landscaping, etc.: all must be managed 
and funded.

Rabbi Evan Moffic Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Moffic but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Serotta but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Cantor O’Brien but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. Makom Solel Lakeside

1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Rabbi Serotta Discretionary Fund

Daniel Wright, in memory of Rita Bach
Eileen Berkson, in memory of Myron  
(Mike) Berkson

Fern Cohen, in honor of Jarrod Elliot Cohen’s Bar 
Mitzvah

Murray & Joan Levin, in honor of Stu & Ben 
Brodsky

Barney & Lynne Firestone, in memory of  
Adeline Firestone

Charlene Saper, in memory of Julius Goodman
James Graham, in memory of Stephen S. Graham

John & Lori Kenward, in memory of Roslyn  
Glaser, James Kenward & Collette Kenward

Laura Sauer, in honor of the Makom Clergy and 
staff for everything they do

Gerri Madenberg, in honor of Rabbi Serotta

Amy Gilbert, in honor of Rabbi Serotta

Alvin & Molly Moy, with gratitude to Rabbi Ike

Sean & Staci Seed, with gratitude to Rabbi  
Serotta for performing Matthew & Joey’s B’nai 
Mitzvah

Derek, Alex & Jett Reinglass, thank you to Rabbi Ike 
for being part of such a special life event

Launa Shanaman & Ellen Meyers, in memory of Bea 
Shanaman and Sol Shanaman

Linda Silverstein, in memory of Steve Silverstein

Mark Broutman & Sandy Simon, in memory of 
Gene Simon

Burton Turek, in memory of Diane Greenberg, 
Rhoda Turek, Evan Turek, Norman Turek and 
Reba Turek

Marty Portnoy, in memory of Carole Wald

Eileen Berkson, in memory of Dr. Manuel  
Warsaski and Shirley Warsaski

 

Doug, Lori & Lisa Weissman, in memory of  
Ruth Weissman

Sue Wieseneck, in memory of Bob Wieseneck

Alan & Nancy Reinberg, in memory of Bob  
Wieseneck

Barbara & Jeff Richardson, in memory of Philip 
Zelkowitz

Leslie Levine, in memory of Abraham J. Zevin, 
Jerome Levine, Helen Levine and Jon Levine

Rabbi Moffic Discretionary Fund

Betsy & Jack Karp Fund

Gershen Abraham, in memory of Leonard  
Abraham

Pam & Michael Gruenhut, in memory of Mary  
Antell

Robert & Joanne Bernstein, in memory of  
Sherry Bernstein

Donald Schaumberger, in memory of Richard 
Blum

Murray & Joan Levin, in honor of Stu & Ben 
Brodsky

Howard & Judy Friedman, in memory of  
Warren Eagle

William Fireside, in memory of Samuel H Fireside

Michael Kohn, in honor of Jay Kohn’s Bar Mitzvah

Erin & Joseph McQuade, in honor of Rabbi Moffic 

Rhoda Pierce, in memory of Sally Kaplan
Janet & Richard Mintzer, in memory of  
Berniece Levin

Helene Gerstein, in memory of Lillian Paul

Rhoda Pierce, in memory of Daniel M. Pierce
Richard & Carol Hillsberg, in memory of  
Sophie Roth

Donald Schaumberger, in memory of Sidney  
Schaumberger
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Eli Fischer, in memory of Sarah Skelton

Mark & Susan Sacks, in memory of Ivan Stern

Michael & Laura Gold, in memory of Ivan Stern

Jerrold & Janet Wolf, in memory of Richard Wellek

Donnie Dann, in memory of Richard Wellek

Susan Wellek, in memory of Richard Wellek

Cantor O’Brien Discretionary Fund

David & Elaine Greenberg

Murray & Joan Levin, in honor of Stu and Ben 
Brodsky

Charlene Saper, in memory of Leah Goodman

Michael Kohn, in honor of Jay Kohn’s Bar Mitzvah 

Howard & Judith Friedman, in honor of Cantor Jay

Sean & Staci Seed, with gratitude to Cantor Jay  
for helping Matthew and Joey with their B’nai  
Mitzvah

Doug, Lori & Lisa Weissman, in memory of Ruth 
Weissman

Susan Wellek, in memory of Richard Wellek

Shelley Rochell, in memory of Francine Zak

General

Susan & Jonathan Kaden, in memory of Rita Bach 
Michael & Michelle Rapaport, in memory of Helen 
Bucki

Ross & Susan Erlebacher, in memory of Seth  
Erlebacher

Barbara Volin, in honor of Karen Finerman, Blair 
Brenner, Vanessa Ehrlich & Ross Erlebacher for 
their kindness

Eli Fischer, in memory of Lillian Fischer

Anne Flanders, in memory of Staunton Flanders

Barry & Julie Fleisher, on behalf of Fleisher &  
Benton Families

Barbara Volin, for clothes for needy children

Betty & Robert Frank

Amy Francetic & Jason Rubinstein, in memory of 
Irene Francetic

Miriam & Sherman Gerber, in memory of Toni Freed

Janet Freed, in memory of Merrill Freed

Helene Gerstein, in memory of Lillian Gerstein

Gregg & Pamela Hollander, in memory of Linda 
Gordon

Amy Blechman, in memory of Robin Handelman 

Ross & Susan Erlebacher, in memory of Michael 
(Mickey) Harris

Belinda Schiff, in honor of Leo’s baby naming

Marcia Rosenbaum, in memory of Ida Kolinsky

David & Lois Marks 

Lisa M. Fisher Fund, in memory of James &  
Roslyn Marks at the Chicago Community  
Foundation

Harold & Linda Chizewer, in memory of Nicolas 
Messe

Ross & Susan Erlebacher, in memory of Nicolas 
Messe

James Kaplan, wishing Rabbi Moffic a happy, 
heathy New Year

Jonathan & Susan Kaden, in honor of the birth of 
Francesca Mondschain, granddaughter of Ellen & 
Bruce Mondschain

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in memory of Alice Piller

James & Carol Schuster, in memory of Ruth Pollans

Rick & Mary Schuster, in memory of Ruth Pollans 

Roberta & Robert Washlow, in Bettie Byron Port

Helene Gerstein, in memory of Ben Porutchyck

Diane & Michael Zidman, in memory of Helene 
Rivlin

Rick & Mary Schuster, in memory of Helene Rivlin 
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Cheri & Gary Robinson, in memory of Jean  
Robinson

Donald Schaumberger, in memory of Erma  
Schaumberger

Carol & Randall Miller, in memory of Lois Schloss 

Scott & Joellyn Schwartz

Harold & Linda Chizewer, in memory of Ruth &  
Sam Silverstein

Mark & Margaret Burka, in memory of Gene Simon

Rick & Mary Schuster, in memory of Gene Simon 

Karen & Seth Asofsky, in memory of Ivan Stern

Amy & Joel Neuman, in memory of Ivan Stern

Julie Gutfreund, in memory of Ivan Stern

Fred & Brenda Turner, in memory of Anne Turner

James & Carol Schuster, in memory of Carole Wald

Rick & Mary Schuster, in memory of Carole Wald

Jeff Richardson, in memory of Carole Wald

Steven Wasserman & Linda Alexander, in  
memory of Carole Wald

Richard Atlas, in memory of Carole Wald

Robert & Roberta Washlow, in memory of Anna 
Washlow

Avrum Miller, in memory of Joan Weinberg

Ashley Plotnick & Seth Schriftman, in memory of 
Richard Wellek

Ross & Susan Erlebacher, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Ken & Marcia Denberg, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Scott & Elizabeth Lassar, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Marilyn Meyers, in memory of Richard Wellek

Miriam & Sherman Gerber, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

 

Jotty & Roberta Friedland, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Donald Schaumberger, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Gail Goldstein, in memory of Richard Wellek

Susan & Marc Benjamin, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Burton & Deborah Zirin, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Helene Gerstein, in memory of Richard Wellek

Ryan & Jaime Werner, in memory of Mitchell  
Werner 

Miriam & Sherman Gerber, in memory of Bob  
Wieseneck

Chuck Wolf, in memory Bob Wieseneck

Jean & Michael Freed, in memory of Bob Wieseneck

Rick & Mary Schuster, in memory of Bob Wieseneck

Fred & Brenda Turner, in memory of Jacob & Myrtle 
Wildberg

Marilyn Wittenberg, in memory of David  
Wittenberg

Sheila & Jack Marks, in memory of Harry Yaffe

Sandra Friedman, in honor of Josie Wolfe’s Bat 
Mitzvah

Adult Enrichment

Judith & Jeffrey Golden, expenses for Rabbi David 
Jaffe’s Adult Enrichment class

Anonymous, in honor of Vanessa Ehrlich

Judith Feldman, in honor of Vanessa Ehrlich’s short 
story class

Robert & Betty Kleinberg, in memory of Michael 
Kleinberg

Bob & Babs Benton, in memory of Helene Rivlin
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Lynn & Gary Salit, in memory of Ethel Salit & Alvin 
Schechter

Mark Broutman & Sandy Simon, in memory of Gene 
Simon

Alan & Nancy Goodman, in memory of Ivan Stern

Michelle Rapaport, in memory of Carole Wald

Ron & Meredith Orgiefsky, in memory of Carole 
Wald 

Mark Broutman & Sandy Simon, in memory of Carol 
Wald

Bob & Babs Benton, in memory of Carole Wald

Mark & Margaret Burka, in memory of Carole Wald

Julian & Evey Horwich, in memory of Carole Wald 

Barbara & Dennis Kessler, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Adrienne & Michael Levin, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Julian & Evey Horwich, in memory of Bob 
Wieseneck

Human Needs

Marcia & Bruce Balonick, in memory of Stacy Rago 
& June Balonick

Bernard Berkin, in memory of Isabelle S. Berkin

Janet & Richard Mintzer, in memory of William 
Bloom

Steve & Loreli Cohn, in memory of David Cohn

Ellen Rubert, in memory of Dorothy Cordes

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in memory of Jules Ebner

Alan & Carol Green, in memory of Evelyn Greene

Janet & Roy Lipner, in memory of Finley Haiman

Barbara & Don Weiss, in memory of Kimberly Weiss 
Hirsch

Marc & Cathy Horowitz, in memory of Reuben 
Horowitz

Gail Segal, in memory of Lewis I. Segal & Harold 
Kartun

Judy & Arnie Fox, in memory of Arnold Krause

Alan & Carol Greene, in memory of Sam Lake

Faye Grossman, in memory of Maurice Levey

Richard & Gayle Rovnick, in memory of Carl  
Wienberger and Esther & Joseph Rovnick

Joel & Stacy Friedland, in memory of Ivan Stern

Marcia & Bruce Balonick, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Debbie & Steve Wilneff, in memory of Ivan Stern 

Arvey Stone & Leslie Brookfield, in memory of Ira 
Stone

Barbara Volin, in memory of Hilliard Volin

Marcia & Bruce Balonick, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Darryl & Michael Ebner, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Judith & Jeffrey Golden, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Wayne & Wendy Rhodes, in memory of Warren  
Eagle & Richard Wellek

Robert Lawrence, in memory of Bob Wieseneck

Arvey Stone & Leslie Brookfield, in honor of Jan 
Wolf’s 70th birthday

Lev Learning

Nancy & Alan Goodman, in memory of Fran Hepner

Library

Mark & Margaret Burka, in memory of Louise  
Burka, Joan Edwards and Wilma Evert
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Music

Carol Adelman, in memory of Lynne Adelman

Henoch Cwajbaum, in memory of Chana 

Cwajbaum

Ronald Eagle, in memory of Freida Eagle

Barbara Volin, in memory of Ruth Karzen

Betsy Lassar, in memory of Alice Piller

Jeffrey & Judith Golden, in memory of Alice Piller 

Carol Adelman, in memory of Alice Piller 

Larry & Susie Mason, in memory of Helene Rivlin 

Rick & Debi Shandling, in memory of Ruth 
Shandling

Barb & Dennis Kessler, in memory of Ivan Stern 

Larry & Susie Mason, in memory of Carole Wald 

Ed & Judy Bederman, in memory of Richard Wellek

Diane & Michael Zidman, in memory of Richard 
Wellek

Alan & Carol Greene, in memory of Richard Wellek 

Andrea Amend, in memory of Richard Wellek 

Robert & Alice Kohn, in memory of Richard Wellek 

Babs & Bob Benton, in memory of Bob Wieseneck

Debi & Rick Shandling, in kind piano tuning 
donation

myMakom Women

Sarah Goldman, in memory of Harry Goldman 
Judith & Jeffrey Golden, in honor of Janet 
Buckstein co-chair extraordinaire

Janet Buckstein, in memory of Helene Rivlin

Linda Alexander & Steve Wasserman, in memory of 
Helene Rivlin

Security Fund

David & Elaine Greenberg, in memory of Helen 
Bucki

Sandy & Ken Krebbs, in memory of Irvin Krebs

Shalom Circle

Barb & Dennis Kessler, in memory of Bob 
Wieseneck

800
Board Member 

phone calls

55
Choir Zoom 
rehearsals 



Monday....................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Tuesday ..................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Wednesday................................................. 9:00am - 5:00pm

Thursday.................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm

Friday......................................................... 9:00am - 3:00pm

MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: (847) 433-3555 | www.mymakom.org

OFFICE HOURS

Rabbi Evan Moffic (rabbievan@mymakom.org)
Rabbi Isaac Serotta (rabbiike@mymakom.org)
Cantor Jay O’Brien (cantorjay@mymakom.org)
Executive Director: Holly Krakow (hkrakow@mymakom.org) 

Director of Congregational Learning: Ashley Plotnick (aplotnick@mymakom.org)
Director of Lifelong Learning: Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE (vehrlich@mymakom.org)
B’nei Mitzvah Coordinator: Simcha Ackerman (sackerman@mymakom.org)
Graphic Designer: Rikki Carl-Goldberg (rcarl@mymakom.org) 
Director of Communications & Engagement: Leah Neiman (lneiman@mymakom.org)
Office Administrator: Stephanie Sohn (ssohn@mymakom.org) 

Congregation President: Ross Erlebacher (president@mymakom.org) 

The Kehillah Quarterly deadline is the first of August, November, February and May. 
Any material received after that date will be held until the following issue.
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