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Looking Backward 
 
We often say that Rosh Hashanah is 
the “birthday of the world.”  A better 
translation of the phrase in our 
Machzor, our High Holy Day prayer 
book, “hayom harat olam,” is “on this 
day the world was conceived.”  If 
you’re of a scientific bent, you might 
think of this moment of conception 
as “The Big Bang,” the beginning of a 
long evolutionary gestation that  
culminates in the birth of the world.

Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of a process that will one day 
produce our small green planet floating in the vastness of the 
universe.  Obviously, no human being was there for this  
moment, so how do we know that this conception took place 
at the beginning of the month of Tishri and not at some other 
time?

Rabbis of the Talmud discussed this exact point thousands of 
years ago.  Some argued that conception must come in the 
spring.  They made two points.  First, in spring seeds are  
planted and begin to sprout.  And secondly, the word spring is 
Aviv.  It begins with the letters Alef and Bet.  Starting with the first 
letter and then the second suggests the natural order of  
conception leading to birth, a linear journey in time.  Therefore 
they say the time of earth’s conception must have been spring.

So why do we celebrate it in the fall?  Another group of rabbis 
suggested fall, and point to the month of Tishri.  When a child 
is born, often we count backward and we can identify the time 
of conception.  The word Tishri begins with Tav, the last letter of 
the Hebrew alphabet and then goes backward, Shin, Resh.  The 
name of the month points to itself as the time of the conception 
of the earth, counting backward from birth to conception.  That 
is our tradition to celebrate the High Holy Days in the month of 
Tishri whenever it falls in the Gregorian calendar.

This idea won out in Jewish tradition because the Holy Days are 
not really about looking forward, they are about counting back.  
It is our goal in this time of the year to do Heshbon Hanefesh, an 
accounting of ourselves.  The goal is to look back over the last 
year and examine the places where we missed the mark, fell 

What To Say When There Are No Words 
 
When friends and family  
struggle, we want to be there 
for them. When a loved one or 
a colleague is sick, we want to 
comfort them. 

But sometimes we just don’t 
know what to say. And  
sometimes what comes out of 
our mouths does not convey 
what we hoped. We say nice 
things but they do not meet the 

needs of the person we are trying to comfort. 

In her book Option B, Sheryl Sandberg points out that when 
people go through hard times, they suddenly find  
themselves surrounded by platitudes rather than people.  
Here’s an example: A kind and well-meaning person might 
say to a grieving widow or child, “If there is anything I can 
do, please let me know.” But as Bruce Feiler points out, “While 
well-meaning, this gesture unintentionally shifts the  
obligation to the aggrieved. Instead of offering ‘anything,’ just 
do something.” 

In other words, actions speak louder than words. A dinner 
delivered to a home feeds the soul along with the body. 

Perhaps the best thing we can do is show up. We can visit 
the hospital, come for shiva or just ask a friend in need out to 
lunch. Rabbi Josh Grajower points out, “One of the hardest 
facets of going through an illness or tragedy is the profound 
sense of loneliness that accompanies such tribulations… In 
my experience, the best way to help that person/family feel 
less isolated is to reach out frequently, with very short  
messages. Even now, a few people text me every Friday to 
wish me a good Shabbos. Some friends call or text randomly 
just to let me know they are thinking of me. These simple  
messages, which take only a few seconds to send, can be  
extremely touching and powerful in combatting the  
loneliness.”

How true! A short text message can lift up our spirits. It will 
not solve our problems. It will not instantly heal our hurt. But 

FROM THE CLERGY
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For the past several weeks, our 
newly combined choir of Makom 
Solel Lakeside has been working 
on music for this upcoming Holy 
Day season. While learning and 
perfecting the music is of utmost 
importance to us, the time that 
we spend together in  
rehearsals also allows us to 
strengthen friendships, to grow 
as musicians, and to deepen our 

knowledge and appreciation for the traditions of Jewish music 
and prayer. With a new combination of personalities and  
voices, the learning this year has been particularly rich.  

For this issue of the quarterly, I thought it would be nice to 
share with the entire Makom Solel Lakeside community one of 
the moments of deep learning that I bring with me as we pray 
together this Holy Day season. One Thursday evening, our new 
Choral Conductor in Residence, Jack Reeder, began rehearsal 
by asking all of us in the choir to share something for which we 
were grateful that week. As we went around the room,  
everyone began to open up and reflect upon the blessings 
and challenges we each face in our everyday lives. The space 
was transformed; the circle of chairs and music stands became 
a sacred-space, our conversations and interactions became 
infused with a new spiritual dimension. 

During my turn to share, I tried my best to articulate why I feel 
grateful for the fusion of our Solel and Lakeside communities. 
“What a blessing it is, “I thought as I looked around the room, 
“to meet new friends, to find new inspiration, and to  
experience the mutual support of such great colleagues.” 
Moments such as these- where communities expand their 
boundaries and redefine their limits- are to be acknowledged, 
celebrated, and cherished. “The harmony we create as a choir,” 
I said in closing, “is a metaphor for the harmony among us all.”

Tradition teaches us that in the weeks leading up the High 
Holy Days we are to engage in a process known as Cheshbon 
Hanefesh,” translated as an “accounting of the soul.”  While 

recounting personal deeds and actions is a process we must 
each undergo alone, together we can also use this season to 
consider the state of our collective soul. This season, I offer the 
following observation: Harmony within any group of  
individuals- be it within our families, our country, or our  
synagogue community- is contingent upon our counting  
of blessings rather than our cataloguing of offenses.

This type of transformation- a shift in the way that we see the 
world and react to change- is perhaps one of life’s greatest 
challenges. Fortunate for us, inspiration for this important 
work can be found close to home: in the fusion of our Makom 
Solel Lakeside community. And for that, I am grateful.

  URJ Biennial: This Year in Chicago!

Join thousands of Jews from across North America and 
around the world to learn, pray, share ideas, dance nad sing, 
hear from inspiring speakers and leaders of our Movement 
and make decisions about the policies of the Reform  
Movement.

Visit www.urjbiennial.org or contact the office to be a part of 
the  Makom Solel Lakeside Biennial delegation.

Living in Harmony: Gratitude, and 
Finding Inspiration Close to Home 

FROM THE CLERGY
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Last week I was thrilled to 
attend my first choir rehearsal 
for this year’s High Holy Days. 
Unfortunately, I missed several 
rehearsals having traveled a lot 
this summer, attending various 
Early Childhood Professional 
Conferences, as well as  
spending time in Sister Bay, 
Wisconsin, celebrating my 
mother’s birthday. As I entered 
the room, it was wonderful to 

see so many congregants! The Makom Solel Lakeside choir is 
full of enthusiastic, talented voices, and will add a lot to our 
first High Holy Days as one community, together in a  
transformed, intentional space we call home.

I have always loved to sing, and music makes me happy,  
especially Jewish music.  Jewish music comforts me, and  
reminds me of my grandfather, sitting in Shul, and singing 
along.  I remember, all those years ago, my grandfather 
explaining to me that we all pray through song.  When the 
Chazzan stands in front of the congregation and chants, the 
emotion we hear through the notes is the plea to God, and 
when we join in and sing those comforting melodies, we are 
praying too. So, was it coincidental that the first piece we  
started working on was Avinu Malkeinu? I had grown up  
singing the Avinu Malkeinu written by Max Janowski. Our  
Father, Our King, have mercy upon us, Avinu Malkeinu teaches 
us about the importance of heartfelt and spontaneous prayer. 

Russel Stern, our music director, started to play the melody, 
and Cantor Jay’s voice filled the room with song and prayer.  
Our new Choir director, Jack Reeder, raised his arms to cue the 
choir, we took a large breath, and joined in.  It was the most 
beautiful sound.  I am so looking forward to the High Holy 
Days this year, as this year, we will pray and sing together as 
one community, in one place, Makom Solel Lakeside. 

For me, the Jewish High Holy Days 
are like a giant feast of Jewish 
Identity.  I am surrounded  by  
Jewish activities and culture for 
weeks.  It is so easy to feel Jewish 
during this time.

But what happens next?  After 
the high water mark of High Holy 
Days, how do I maintain that  
Jewish feeling?  How do I maintain 
my connections and identity?

At Makom Solel Lakeside, this is surprisingly easy.  While it is 
a different form of Judaism to be surrounded by a thousand 
congregants for High Holiday Services, it is even stronger for 
me to join other members in smaller settings.  Seeing friends 
that I have not seen in months during the HHD is a different 
feeling than seeing friends that I study with, pray with and 
celebrate with every week.  Feeling a sense of community is 
actually easier when you are in a room of 100 or 50 than it is 
when you are in a room of 1,000.  At least in some ways.  It 
changes from a wave across a room to a friend to being able  
to have an actual conversation.

The warmth that I feel after the completion of the High Holy 
Day period is only enhanced during the period after those 
significant services.  The continuation of the Jewish calendar, 
presenting both a repeat of past years’ experiences’  and a way 
of enhancing them for this year is a thrilling experience.   
Remembering highlight of holidays, and events from prior 
years, combined with thinking about how to enhance those 
experiences for the next year is a thrilling way to keep my  
Judaism alive and exciting.  Memories of attending services 
with my children when they were small flows seamlessly into 
how to create a Jewish memory of celebrating a holiday with 
them when they live in another state.

Fun memories of Sukkot streams into creative thoughts about 
how to enhance the experience this year.  And how easy it will 
be to form new memories, now that I am a member of a new 
congregation, formed by the combination of two amazing  

Praying Through Song

FROM THE PRESIDENTS

Keeping it Fresh
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synagogues.  How many ideas from each legacy congregation 
can I experience this year to add to my future memories?  This 
year, sharing the thrill of Simchat Torah with a congregation 
that is more than twice the size  of my memories is equally 
exciting.  Will we have to squeeze in to allow everyone to hold 
up the Torah?

What holidays have I already experienced as a member of 
Makom Solel Lakeside, and how will they be different this year?  
How will Purim be celebrated?  What kind of special shabbat 
services will we celebrate?  Which ones will be similar to last 
year?  Which ones will expand on our successes of the past year, 
adding new exciting elements going forward?  What amazing 
speakers will I study with in Adult Enrichment?  What will I learn 
in Torah Study?

I feel refreshed from the HHD, and can’t wait to see what this 
new year holds in store for me and my Jewish Identity.  I hope 
all of you will join me.  The communal nature of my religion is 
one of its strongest components for me, and I know that it is a 
strong component for many of you as well.

Happy New Year!

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

Why a Jewish Camp?

“Why is it that Union Institute 
(Currently Olin Sang Ruby Union 
Institute) can do what no school 
or congregation seems able 
regularly to accomplish? Is it the 
place, wooded and lovely? The 
special people enthusiastic and 
skilled? In any case, it is true that 
camp almost always makes kids 
useful Jews we often don’t.” - 
Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolf, 1965

This was written over 50 years ago, but after returning from my 
annual two weeks at OSRUI in 2019, this quote still speaks to 
me. There have obviously been changes to our Religious school 
curriculum, youth group activities, and the way we train our 
madrichim, but the mission of supporting the next generation 
of Jewish Leaders has not changed. Maybe this is why Rabbi 
Wolf’s quote, written so long ago, feels so relevant to today.   

At camp our children are “doing Jewish” all day long. From 
t’filot, services, in the morning until singing the Shema with 
your tzrif (cabin) at night, campers are exposed to learning new 
skills, Jewish values, and having fun. OSRUI has a state-of-the-
art climbing tower, waterfront and pool, stables and every type 
of sports court. Even with all that, this is not what makes OSRUI 
special; I believe that having adults live and breath the mission 
of creating new Jewish leaders is part of the magic. I love my 
time at camp and this year was a personal goal, despite my 
cancer and treatments, that I make it to camp. I can now say for 
certain, that nothing keeps me away from camp. Let’s be clear, 
this is not a vacation, the Rabbis, Educators, and Cantors work 
extremely hard to reach our mission, and in our spare time play 
hard with our campers, counselors, and colleagues. During our 
time at camp, we share best practices, learn where to buy gaga 
pits, and make sure to learn the lyrics to the new hot Hebrew 
song of the summer so we can bring it back to our home con-
gregations.

While I mentioned Rabbi’s Wolf quote from the past still has 
resonance with me today, I also acknowledge that changes 
have been made year to year to ensure we reach our mission. 

Did you know that oneg means “joy,” and what better way 
to celebrate your birthday, anniversary or other special 
occasion than with Makom Solel Lakeside by sponsor-

ing an oneg at one of our Friday night Shabbat services! 
Onegs are a nice, simple way of providing our community 

with the opportunity to build relationships; adults can 
catch up with friends and meet new people, and children 

of all ages can play while they grab a bite to eat.  

Rabbi Serotta  and Rabbi Moffic will be sure to extend 
some special words and blessings to mark your event.  

Call us at (847) 433 - 3555 to discuss your plans and  
reserve your date!  

Dates are available on a first-come, first-serve basis.

CELEBRATE YOUR SIMCHA
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This year for the first time, the entire camp studied four  
different Middot (virtues). In the past, all of camp has studied 
various topics during limud. Let me point out here that only the 
limud coordinator would be able to give you full details of this 
change from year to year, but as that happens to be me, I can 
share the main points. This summer we were able to talk about 
Middot, and campers at my suggestion, had bracelets for each 
Midda: Kavod (respect), Ometz (perseverance), Derech Eretz 
(community mindfulness) and Tzumet Lev (mindful listening).  
You had to earn these Middot bracelets. Campers loved  
wearing them and our staff loved seeing core Jewish values 
being worn, literally, on the sleeves of future Jewish Leaders. 
One last mention about our middot, was our integration of 
these values into our Friday night stories. During these stories, 
the whole camp is together, and this year Rabbi Serotta and I 
were guest storytellers. It was an honor to be chosen and quite 
an experience to tell a story of front of Jewish leaders of all 
ages.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The small moments, like telling a Jewish story in front of 800 
people, are also what make camp so meaningful. This summer, 
I worked with the youngest unit, which meant I had many small 
but extremely meaningful moments. A camper telling you they 
learned a new Hebrew word or that they loved the evening’s 
meal of “fish tacos,” which were actually just fried fish sticks in 
a taco shell, is a wonderful feeling. After two weeks with our 
youngest campers, you see so much growth in these  
campers. They can navigate a whole day without losing their 
water bottles, towels, and hats. They know MANY Hebrew 

words and put together short sentences. They learn how to 
write a letter home, take care of their personal belongings, eat 
new foods, learn more Hebrew, and most of all have a great 
time! If these amazing campers can accomplish all that in two 
weeks, just think what they will be able to accomplish in the  
future and the type of impact they will make on our future 
Jewish communities. 

I look forward to #OSRUI20 and the new staff and colleagues I 
will meet. I hope your child or grandchild will also be there and 
I will be sure to meet them and keep an eye out!

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING

JOEL & LADD SOLOMON 

Rothschild Investment Corporation 
311 S. WACKER DR. CHICAGO, IL 60606-6694 

TELEPHONE: (312) 983-8900 
TOLL FREE: (800) 621-9223 
jsolomon@rothschildinv.com 
lsolomon@rothschildinv.com
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The members of the Congolese family who spent several years 
in Rwanda before finally being allowed into the U.S. have been 
adjusting well to their very different life in Skokie since arriving 
on June 28. Just six days later they were at the Skokie 4th of 
July parade with several of our members.

One of the adult sisters, Mangaza, has obtained a job as a hotel 
housekeeper. Her brother, Kazadi, and her sister, Immaculee, 
are taking ESL and other classes offered by our co-sponsor, 
Refugee One. nine year old Theresa and her eight year old 
brother, Stephano, will begin school at the end of August.  
We hope their three year old sister, Ines, will be in a pre-school 
program at the same school.

Many thanks to our mentors and tutors who are meeting 
weekly with the family and helping them to adjust to life here. 
The children are bright and enthusiastic learners.

The family is attending Sunday morning services at a  
Methodist church which is one block from their apartment.

Everyone was thrilled when, thanks to generous donors, the 
two older children received bicycles and Ines was given a 
tricycle.

Thank you to our many members who generously donated 
funds, furniture, and household goods. We furnished the 
apartment and covering several months of rent. The family is 
thrilled with their apartment and very appreciative of all the 
help our members are providing.

REFUGEE FAMILY UPDATE
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B’NAI MITZVAH SPOTLIGHTS

Caitlin Sawula will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on November 16, 2019.  
Her parents, Debbie and Andy, and 
brother, Matthew, are very proud 
of her.  Her grandparents, Jody 
and Marshall Kanter, and Anna 
and Steven Sawula are excited to 
celebrate with her as well.  Caitlin 
is in seventh grade at Edgewood 
Middle School in Highland Park.  
She loves hip hop dancing, playing 

tennis, baking, and spending her summers at Harand Camp of 
the Theatre Arts.  For her mitzvah project, Caitlin volunteered at 
her dance studio.

Maya Fliegler

Maya Fliegler is a seventh grader 
at Maple School in Northbrook, 
and will read from the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah on November 9, 2019. 
Maya lives in Northbrook with 
her parents, Caryn and Russ, her 
sister Jordyn, and their dachshund 
Auggie. Born in New York, where 
her amazing grandparents and 
aunts, uncles and many cousins live, 

Maya has spent her school years in Northbrook and loves being 
close to her Nana and Papa, who live in Chicago. Maya is active 
in theater, loves singing, and spends her summers at camp in 
the Northwoods of Minnesota. Her family is thrilled to see Maya 
grow with Judaism.

Caitlin SawulaJustine Taitler
 

Justine Taitler, daughter of Sergey 
and Brenda, sister of Mason (15, 
sophomore at Highland Park High 
School) and granddaughter of 
Sharon Green and Rosa Taitler, all 
from Highland Park, will become 
a Bat Mitzvah on September 14th, 
2019. She is a seventh grader at 
Lake Forest Country Day. Justine’s  
favorite hobbies are dancing,  
being creative, whether it’s using 

her sewing machine or baking, and hanging out with her 
friends. She has danced competitively for many years, and 
excels and enjoys lyrical and contemporary style of dance. For 
her mitzvah project, Justine came up with the idea to have 
a bake sale by delivery. She delivered baked goods and sold 
them on the go and donated the money she made to Luries 
Children’s Hospital. She also used her sewing machine to make 
soft pillows and donated those as well. An important thing 
Justine learned from her experience becoming a Bat Mitzvah is 
that hard work pays off. She has seen how hard work has paid 
off in school and dance and hopes that it will be the same for 
her Bat Mitzvah. 

Eli Sabath

Eli Sabath will become a Bar  
Mitzvah on September 21st, 2019.  
He will be accompanied on the 
Bima by proud parents Jennifer and  
Steven, and brothers Holden, 
Spencer and Garrett.  His family has 
been in Highland Park for 16 years 
and have been active members 
of Solel for the last eight years.  Eli 
will be a seventh grader this year at 

Edgewood Middle School and will be attending his 8th year of 
Hebrew School at Makom Solel Lakeside.  Eli spent the summer 
working as a CIT at Sunflower day camp and loved it!  Eli is an 
avid fan of the drums and is teaching himself the guitar. For his 
mitzvah project, he will be volunteering and raising money for 
Orphans of the Storm.
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FROM THE OFFICE

Communications &  
Events Coordinator

Tell us a bit about yourself
I am a proud alumna of  
Illinois State University,  
graduating in May of 2017 
with a Bachelor of Science  
in Public Relations. My  
background in PR has given 
me the opportunity to work 
for some great small  
businesses in the area and I 
can’t wait to bring all that I’ve 
learned to Makom Solel  
Lakeside! I love  

implementation of social media campaigns, creating  
marketing materials, and promoting individual brands! I 
currently live in Wadsworth, IL with my parents and younger 
brother, hoping to move out on my own very soon!

Why did you want to work at Makom Solel Lakeside? 
What really excited me about working here was the non-profit 
and community aspect of it. I fell in love with non-profit work 
in college when interning for The Baby Fold and assisted in 
the execution of their largest event of the year, The Festival of 
Trees. I am looking forward to connecting with the staff and  
congregants and learning more about the Jewish culture!

If you could have any superpower, what would you choose 
and why? 
If I could have any superpower, I would choose the power of 
healing! We live in a world that is so damaged right now and if  
I could use my superpower to heal every emotional wound,  
mental illness, or physical ailment, I would feel so fulfilled!

Youth Education &  
Engagement Coordinator

Tell us a bit about yourself
I started college at the  
University of Kansas, then 
transferred my junior year to 
Loyola University in Chicago.  
I graduated in December 2018 
with a degree in Social Work. 
For the past few years, I have 
worked with children who 
have emotional, behavioral 
and developmental  
disabilities. I have worked at 
Keshet and recently a  

Therapeutic day school this past year after I graduated from 
Loyola. Right now, I live with my parents in Highwood IL. I have 
a younger brother named Isaac, and the best dog in the world 
who is a yellow lab named Hope. 

Why did you want to work at Makom Solel Lakeside? 
I wanted to work at Makom Solel Lakeside because of the  
opportunity that was being provided to me as a Youth  
Education and Engagement Coordinator. For many years I  
have wanted to work with kids in a Jewish setting and now 
I have that. I am looking forward to planning on the youth 
events and meeting all the wonderful families that attend 
Makom Solel Lakeside. 

If you could have any superpower, what would you choose 
and why? 
If I could have any superpower it would be to fly so I could 
travel around to all the places I haven’t been before; Bora Bora, 
Greece, Hawaii, Australia and more. 

Get to know our latest additions to the Makom Solel Lakeside staff!
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FROM THE OFFICE

The family of Mary Jane Mottel, mother of Linda (Zach)Zager.

The family of Marvin Goldstein, father of Adrienne (Mike) Levin.

The family of Esther Ogawa, sister of Cantor Aviva Katzman  
(Dr. Morris Mauer)

The family of Carolyn “Kaye” Werbner Haas, wife of the late 
Howard Haas.

The family of Lorraine May, mother of Jonathan and  
James May. 

The family of Louise Schram Kaplan, sister of Bud Schram.

The family of Burt Mann, father of Lisa Woods.

The family of Philip Cohen, husband of the late Barbara Cohen, 
father of Avery (Susan Shulman) Cohen, Laura (Craig) Frisch, 
Sara (Mark) Hermanoff and Matthew (Sabrina) Cohen.

The family of Emma Blancas, sister of Howard (Judy) Gilbert.

The family of Nathaniel Friedman, father of Robin Roitman.

The family of Jack Linzer, father of Caryl (Steve) Brown.

The family of Janet Bernstein, mother of Cal (Julie) Bernstein, 
grandmother of Joseph, Molly, Jason and the late Kenny.

The family of Marshall Auerbach, father of Michael (Nicole) 

CONDOLENCES TO:

®

 CUBA
on a humanitarian tour of

Led by
 Rabbi Isaac Serotta & Ceilanne Libber

November 8-15, 2020

Sign up online at:
secure.ayelet.com/MakomCuba2020.aspx

Cuba:
A land frozen in time - so close, yet decades away. 
A Jewish community dedicated to its heritage even after half a century of isolation and prevalent atheism. 
A rich and vibrant island culture, filled with dance and song, classic cars and donkey carts, rum and cigars.  
Experience all this and more as we step back in time together!

Join
Makom Solel Lakeside 

with optional Varadero Beach extension 
November 15-17, 2020
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Adult Enrichment

In Honor of Enid Block’s 90th Birthday
      Marilyn Propp
In Memory of Edith Pinsof Handler 
      Sandy and David Kaminsky
In Memory of Muriel Goodman Kanter
      Sandy and David Kaminsky
In Memory of Shira Tali Kolel
      Sandy and David Kaminsky

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

In Honor of the birth of Ruti Elle Taylor
      Sherwin and Ellen Diamond Waldman

Education Fund

In Memory of Mae Wolfson
      Lynn and Gary Salit
In Memory of Phil Cohen
      Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Biskowitz
      Judith Caplan
      Audrey and Chuck Cohen
      Lois Cohen
      Linda Gelb
      Sarah Goldman
      Richard McGrail and Leroy Jones
      Barbara and Dennis Kessler
      Meta and Larry Levin
      Larry and Susie Mason
      Mark Pinsky
      Wendy and Wayne Rhodes
      Stacey and Neal Schneider
      Alvin Shulman
      Craig Simon
      Sharon and Mike Stein
      Steve and Allise Wachs
      Ellen Diamond and Sherwin Waldman
      Stanley Weisbrod
      The Zasky Family

General Fund

In Honor of Robby Nathan and Annie Aladjova’s Marriage
      Amy Blechman
In Honor of Makom Solel Lakeside
      Rob and Rhonda Lindner
In Memory of Marcelo Bach
      Ana Bach
In Memory of Ben Berkson
      Eileen Berkson
In Memory of Janet Bernstein
      Amy Blechman
In Memory of Shirley Blitstein
      Mark and Lexis Blitstein
In Memory of Hannah Cahan
      David Unger
In Memory of William Earl Caplin
      Natalie Caplin
In Memory of Lois Cohen
      Jeffrey and Elissa Halpern
In Memory of Phil Cohen
      Ed and Judy Bederman
      Sandy and Michael Hermanoff
      Wendy Perlin
      Brenda and Fred Turner
      Stephanie Wagner
       Jan and Jerry Wolf
Harold and Linda Chizewer
      Lee and Ellen Gussin
In Memory of Al Denberg
      Ken and Marcia Denberg
In Memory of Sylvia Durbin
      Carol Adelman
In Memory of Harrison Fischer 
      Elias Fischer
In Memory of Lucy Flom
      Dan and Rory Rubin
In Memory of Stanley Florsheim 
     Gail and James Marovitz
In Memory of Betty Frank 
      Hubert and Elaine Frank
In Memory of Robert Frank
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      Hubert and Elaine Frank
In Memory of Marvin Goldstein
      Harold and Linda Chizewer
      Cathy and Marc Horowitz
      Susan and Richard Wellek
In Memory of Dianne Greenberg
      Burton and Barbara Turek
In Memory of Kaye Haas
      Donna and Dick Abelson
      Betsy Haas-Beckert
      Barbara Herst
      Club Longboat
      Mr. and Mrs. Roger Isaacs
      Mary Rosenberg and Jerry Kaltman
      The Lewitz Family
     Charles Resnick
      Anita Rosenblum
      Sheila and Mark Wolfson
In Memory of Bertha Herold
      Elias Fischer
In Memory of Dorothy Rose Hippoletus
      Janice Ross and Martin Zabin
In Memory of Eva Karp
      Betsy Karp
In Memory of Jack Karp
      Betsy Karp
In Memory of Eva Levey
      Faye Grossman
In Memory of John Levine
      Leslie Levine
In Memory of Richard Mann
      Isabelle Mann
In Memory of Lorraine May 
      Jack May
      Ann Wolff
In Memory of Selma Melvoin
      Marilyn Richman
In Memory of Mary Jane Mottel
      Karen Rae Horwitz
In Memory of Talia Quinn

      Michelle Mutter and Richard Leonard
In Memory of Jeanne Ravid
     Bill and Joan Rosen
In Memory of Janet Rosenbaum
      Gail and Don Goldstein
In Memory of Carole Rovnick
      Gayle and Richard Rovnick
In Memory of Mickey Schiffman
      Blair Brenner
In Memory of Murray Schiffman
      Blair Brenner
In Memory of Walter Schloss
      Carol and Randall Miller
In Memory of Joseph Spiegel
      Brenda and Fred Turner
In Memory of Renate Spiegel
      Brenda and Fred Turner
In Memory of Manfred Steinfeld
      Amy Blechman

Human Needs/Social Action Fund

In Honor of Laurie & Bruce Kaden’s 50th Wedding Anniversary 
      Jonathan, Susan, Ari, and Benjamin Kaden
      Mary Ellen Kresel 
In Honor of Stuart Kalmonowitz
      Eileen Berkson
In Honor of Dorie Kraus’ 90th Birthday
      Jill Meyer
In Memory of Emmanuel Block
     Sandy and Ken Krebs
In Memory of Phil Cohen
      Darryl and Michael Ebner
In Memory of Milton Epstein
      Sandy and Ken Krebs
In Memory of Jerry Greene
      Alan and Carol Greene
In Memory of Marvin Greene
      Alan and Carol Greene
In Memory of Diane Krebs
      Sandy and Ken Krebs

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

In Memory of Clarabelle Lake
      Alan and Carol Greene
In Memory of Richard Lake
      Alan and Carol Greene
In Memory of Janet Rosenbaum
      Darryl and Michael Ebner
      John and Gail Salinger
      Suzanne Samuels
In Memory of Iva Schwartz
      Sandy and Ken Krebs

Music Fund

In Memory of Phil Cohen
      Marcia and Ken Denberg
In Memory of Marvin Goldstein
      Darryl and Michael Ebner
      Larry and Susie Mason
In Memory of Kaye Haas
      Wendy and Wayne Rhodes
      Tom and Sue Tolpin
In Memory of Louise Schram Kaplan
      Nancy Kirchheimer Hollins and Family
In Memory of Mary Jane Mottel
      Bob and Babs Benton
      Rick and Mary Schuster
      Michael and Diane Zidman
In Memory of Esther Ogawa
      Rick and Mary Schuster
In Memory of Jack Shandling
      Rick and Debi Shandling

Library Fund

In Honor of Carter Figura’s Bar Mitzvah
      Roberta Schwartz
In Memory of Herbert Tucker
      Darryl and Michael Ebner

Rabbi Moffic’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of Rabbi Moffic
      Stuart Lenhoff
In Memory of Phil Cohen
      Linsey and Tim Cohen
In Honor of Sloane Dietrich
      Jan and Jerry Wolf
In Memory of Kaye Haas
      Adrienne and Gerald Lasin
      Ellen and Steve Lasin
In Memory of Burt Mann
      Elsa Bilton

Rabbi Serotta’s Discretionary Fund

In Memory of Nancy Friedlander
      Suzanne Chesler and Peter Hammel
In Memory of Jack Linzer
      Dan Wright
In Memory of Joan Steiner
      Suzanne Chesler and Peter Hammel

Make a Donation
Make a donation In Honor of or In Memory of  
a loved one through Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Choose from the following funds: 

General Fund 

Adult Enrichment Fund 

Building Fund 

Human Needs/Social Action Fund 

Music Fund

Religious School Fund 

Security Fund 

Shalom Circle 

Makom Women Fund 

Rabbi Moffic’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Serotta’s Discretionary Fund 

Cantor O’Brien’s Discretionary Fund  

Donations forms can be  

found online or in the Makom Solel Lakeside Office.
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FROM THE CLERGY CONTINUED

Makom Solel Lakeside’s Library/Resource Center is now open 
for your enjoyment!  Volunteers from both Lakeside and Solel 
have worked hard over the past year to merge our two  
collections and arrange them in their “new” home.

We’ve got a great selection of books (both fiction and  
non-fiction) and DVDs for children, young adults and adults.

You can take materials out easily.  Just remove the check-out  
card inside the book or movie, write your name and phone 
number on the card and leave  the card on the library desk.

Happy New Year to everyone, and hope to see you soon in the 
library!

Margaret Burka, librarian

What To Say When There Are No Words 
Continued

Restacking the Stacks

it provides the human connection we need. As Sheryl Sandberg 
also points out, “Some things in life cannot be fixed. They can 
only be carried.”  When we show up, we help carry the pain. 

It is hard to see our loved ones in pain. It is doubly hard when 
we do not know what to say or do. But we cannot let that 
uncertainty stop us from action. We can show up. We can listen. 

We can love. 

Building a Makom Continued

short of our aspirations, failed to reach our potential, looked 
away from the needs of others. By making a conscious turn 
away from mistakes, misdeeds and missed opportunities, we 
can conceive of becoming the people we are meant to be.  
Only then we can give birth to the new in the year 5780.

A second thought about conception.  In human terms of course 
we need two to create one. Ideally conception is enacted in 
loving relationships.  Can the world be born without the loving 
relationship between God and humanity?  Objectively,  
physically, of course.  At the rate we are going, the planet 
will exist, it will just exist without us.  But in a metaphysical 
sense, without humanity, the only creatures on earth that can 
question God, can love God, can praise God consciously, be in 
relationship with God, what is the planet without us?

Rosh Hashanah may not literally be the moment of conception 
of the universe.  How could we possibly know?  A synonym 
for conception is ideation.  Even if we could time the big bang 
to the second, that doesn’t mean it was the second that the 
idea of the universe existed.  That second is one of God’s many 
mysteries.

The Holy Days are the moment we have chosen to reflect on 
the past, to turn to Teshuvah (repentance) Tzedakah (justice) 
and Tefilah (prayer), and from that sacred recipe enter into  
relationship with our Creator and with creation and emerge, 
into new life in the coming year.  We celebrate a burst of  
creation that will bestow new life on us, on all Israel and all  
the world.
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21
SAT

29
SUN

September
Selichot Study Session | Selichot Service     

Early Erev Rosh Hashanah Service (Koloteinu - “Our Voices” with Cantor O’Brien)

Late Erev Rosh Hashanah Service (with Cantor O’Brien and Choir)

Rosh Hashanah Pre-School Service (with Todd Kessler)

Early Rosh Hashanah Service (with Cantor O’Brien and Choir)

Late Rosh Hashanah Service (Koloteinu - “Our Voices” with Cantor O’Brien)

Rosh Hashanah Family Service  (with Cantor O’Brien and Todd Kessler)

Tashlich 
       

Second Day Rosh Hashanah Study Session

Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service | Light Kiddush     

Early Kol Nidre Service (Koloteinu - “Our Voices” with Cantor O’Brien)

Late Kol Nidre Service (with Cantor O’Brien and Choir)

Yom Kippur Pre-School Service  (with Todd Kessler)

Early Yom Kippur Service (with Cantor O’Brien and Choir)

Late Yom Kippur Service (Koloteinu - “Our Voices” with Cantor O’Brien)

Yom Kippur Family Service (with Cantor O’Brien and Todd Kessler)

Concluding Service: Yizkor & Neilah (with Cantor O’Brien and Choir)

Break-the-Fast      

October

30
MON

1
TUE

8
TUE

9
WED

Save the Dates
HIGH HOLY DAYS WITH MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE

BREAK-THE-FAST
WITH

WEDNESDAY OCT. 9

FOLLOWING 
YIZKOR & NEILAH

September

The A�liation Paradox
with Rabbi Ari Mo�c & Michael Zein�eld, 
moderated by Floyd Keene

October
Hollywood & The Jews
Eugene Finerman will recount this fascinating 
story in “Hollywood and the Jewish Identity”

How Strong Is Our Tent/Sukkah?
Anita Oildes from Shalva

Baha’i Temple Adult Enrichment Field Trip

10:00 - 11:30am Program | Held at Makom Solel Lakeside
Complimentary Breakfast served at 9:30am | 10:00am speaker begins

FALL SCHEDULE

adult enrichment
          at Makom Solel Lakeside

November
The Abysmal State of American Politics...Is it Really 
That Bad?
Led by Jim Kenney, Co-Founder, Common Ground

Readers Theater
Members of Makom Solel Lakeside will be presenting 5 
short comic and dramatic skits that will focus on Jewish 
Issues. A break-out discussion will follow.

Learn About the History of Westside Jews
with Bernie Berkin

Counting Con�ict: Tracing the Pro�tability of Atrocities 
in Africa
Led by Sophie Lambardo

22

13

20

27

3

10

17

24
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DEADLINE:  OCTOBER 18TH
Any extra items received, 

will go directly towards 
refugee one’s general 
winter clothing drive.

Dropo� at Makom Solel Lakeside.
For more information, 

contact Ashley Plotnick at 
aplotnick@mymakom.org

Items needed in these sizes:
Clothes: 4T, 8, 12/14, Men M, 

Ladies L (10-12), Ladies M (8-10)
Shoes: 6T, 5 Boys, Womens 7, 

Mens 9, Womens 7.5
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE’S youth group for

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15th | 4:15-5:45pm
AT MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE

(In place of hebrew school)

Celebrate Sukkot with 
Friends, Pizza & Crafts!

$5 Donation Appreciated per Student
RSVP to school@mymakom.org

Join Makom Solel Lakeside’s

OCT 6 | nOV 3

dEC 1 | MAR 1

APR 5

OPEN TO ALL AGES & BEGINNERS WELCOME!
A suggested donation of $36 is appreciated for snacks for the club

12:00 - 12:30pm
at makom solel lakeside
1301 clavey road, highland park
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, September 6.................................... 6:30pm Sharing Shabbat
Saturday,September 7 ............................... 9:15am Study the Prophets

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday,September 13................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 14............................. 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday,September 20.................................. 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday.September 21............................. 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, September 27................................ 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, September 28........................... 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan

Friday, October 4....................................... 6:30pm Sharing Shabbat
Saturday, October 5.................................. 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, October 11..................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, October 12................................ 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday,  October 18 ................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday,  October 19 .............................. 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, October 25 .................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, October 26 ................................ 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, November 1 ................................... 6:30pm Sharing Shabbat
Saturday, November 2............................... 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, November 8 ................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Friday, November 9 ................................... 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, November 15 ................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Friday, November 16 ................................... 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, November 22 .................................. 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Friday, November 23 .................................. 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan
Friday, November 29 ................................... 7:30pm Shabbat Service
Friday, November 30 ................................... 9:15am Study the Prophets 

10:30am Morning Minyan

Want to inquire more deeply into a passage after the Shabbat service?  
Find the weekly parashah and commentaries at these links:

Weekly D’var: http://urj.org/learning/torah/ or http://www.reformjudaism.org/
Parashah Summaries: http://urj.org/learning/torah/summaries/



Monday....................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm
Tuesday ..................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday................................................. 9:00am - 5:00pm
Thursday.................................................... 9:00am - 5:00pm
Friday......................................................... 9:00am - 3:00pm

LEV HOURS

Religious School (Sunday).........................
Pre-K - 6th grade

9:45am - 12:00pm

Religious School (Sunday).........................
8th - 12th grade

12:15 - 2:00pm

MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035

Phone: (847) 433-3555 | www.mymakom.org

OFFICE HOURS

Rabbi Evan Moffic (rabbievan@mymakom.org)
Rabbi Isaac Serotta (rabbiike@mymakom.org)
Cantor Jay O’Brien (cantorjay@mymakom.org) 
Clergy Executive Coordinator: Amy Blechman (ablechman@mymakom.org) 

Co-Executive Director : Allan Litwack (alitwack@mymakom.org)
Co-Executive Director : Rick Schuster (rschuster@mymakom.org)
Associate Executive Director : Margaux Friend (mfriend@mymakom.org)
Communications & Events Coordinator: Kathy Montenegro (events@mymakom.org)
Graphic Designer: Rikki Carl-Goldberg (rcarl@mymakom.org)

Director of Congregational Learning: Ashley Plotnick (aplotnick@mymakom.org)
Director of Lifelong Learning: Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE (vehrlich@mymakom.org) 
Youth Education & Engagement Coordinator: Sloane Jolcover (school@mymakom.org 
B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator: Simcha Ackerman (sackerman@mymakom.org)

The myMakom Quarterly deadline is the first of August, November, February and May. 
Any material received after that date will be held until the following issue.

AFFILIATED WITH THE URJ SINCE 1955


