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Stay In & Stay  
Connected with: 
• Weekly Adult Enrichment  
   Programs 
• Evening Book Clubs
• Afternoon Movie Clubs
• Friday evening Shabbat  
   Services 
• And tons more!

STAY WARM THIS WINTER 
with Makom Solel Lakeside
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Civil disobedience is a cornerstone of free expression.  It is the right of citizens to gather and 

speak out against policies that are unjust, and politicians who take our votes for granted.  

There is a time and a place for planned action, getting permits from the police, standing in 

our designated spots, and saying our piece, but truth be told those kind of actions gain little traction, and get no media  

attraction.  In a news cycle where “what bleeds, leads,” it is very hard to get any attention for peaceful demonstrations of  

any kind.

That is why on a cold November morning, I sat down for what I believe in, with a couple of rabbinic colleagues and JCUA  

(Jewish Council on Urban Affairs) volunteers and dozens of other activists, in the middle of a street in downtown Chicago.   

We all risked and took an arrest for the sake of immigrant and refugee rights.  This was a peaceful demonstration, and even 

though the police had no knowledge of our intentions to call attention to the ICE headquarters on Ida B. Wells Boulevard, 

everyone sat politely, with hundreds of other demonstrators standing safely on the sidewalks, chanting and calling on our 

government to do something good, productive and right for immigrants.

Virtually all members of our congregation are immigrants.  A few are descendants of those brought over on slave ships  

involuntarily.  They still struggle today for freedom and equality in our nation.  Most of us, like myself, are lucky enough to  

be descendants of those who came to this country before the enacting of a network of arcane rules that have become  

nearly indecipherable.  Those members of our community who have come in recent years can tell stories of the strings  

loved ones needed to pull, or hours and days of study, just to figure out the rules, and of the absurdity of having to leave  

the country just to get a visa to enter it.

Some have been successful, some have not.  I have participated in the defense of a 

young member of our congregation threatened with deportation for overstaying 

a student visa, even though she had converted to Judaism, married an American 

citizen, and was raising a small child.  We won that case, but there is also the story of 

a father, here for decades, who owned his own small business, married an American, 

raised two boys and got deported after years of paying taxes with an invented social 

security number.  We have created a system that takes from immigrants, allowing 

them to fill undesirable jobs, pay taxes but not get government services, not even a 

path to citizenship.

This is not about throwing the borders open (although that is the situation that many 

of our families found when they arrived here), but about creating a just and equitable 

system that allows people to escape violence and predation in other countries, and 

become contributing American citizens.

FROM THE RABBI

Sitting Down For What I Believe In 
Rabbi Ike Serotta

Article continued on page 20.
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FROM THE RABBI

Let’s say it is the eighth night of Chanukah, and you have lit all of the candles. One of the 
candles goes out. Can you use one of the other lit candles, aside from the Shamash candle, 
to light the candle that went out?

Now as Reform Jews, we probably wouldn’t think too much about this, and we would just light the unlit candle. But the ancient 
Jewish sages debated this question intensely.

One rabbi said we should not light the unlit candle with another candle because that would diminish the flame of the lit candle. 
Inevitably we would would spill some of the wax or the oil of the lit candle, and Jewish law says we cannot diminish any of the 
Chanukah lights. 

But another rabbi said we can use one candle to light another because we are bringing more light into the world. In other  
words, a candle is never diminished when it lights another candle. Rather, its flame is enhanced. 

This debate is about more than Chanukah candle. It is about the best way to live. 

No human bring is diminished when we help another person. When we give our time or our resources, we are not losing  
anything. Rather, we are 
gaining because we are 
bringing more light into 
another person’s life, and 
into the life of our  
community. 

Human life is not zero-sum. 
We do not lose when we 
give. Just like the Chanukah 
candles, we gain when we 
give. 

As we look at the  
Chanukah lights this year, 
let’s imagine we are one of 
those candles. And then  
let us ask ourselves: 
 
How can we make our 
flame brighter? And how 
can we add more light into 
the world? Let that be our 
challenge and vision for  
the New Year. 

Light One Candle 
Rabbi Evan Moffic
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Last week I boarded a plane for the first time since Covid and headed to Scottsdale, 
Arizona for the National Association of Temple Administrators (NATA) professional 
conference.  This annual conference is a place for Executive Directors from across 
North America to learn, pray, share meals, and have fun, while helping shape the future of reform synagogues.  
This year the conference theme, Together Again: Reimagining the Future was so meaningful, and I returned 
home to Makom Solel Lakeside with an immense sense of pride, strength, and motivation to keep moving  
forward with intention. 

The Keynote speaker, Jim Kales, is the CEO of Aspire whose Chicago nonprofit provides services to children and 
adults with developmental disabilities. Jim’s daylong session provided us with real skills and powerful techniques 
to break out of routines that can blind us to new opportunities; identify and work through common obstacles 
that block innovation; discover resourcefulness and the ability to create abundance in the face of scarcity. 

“We live in a world of seemingly ever-increasing constraints, driven as much by an overabundance of choices 
and connections as by a scarcity of time and resources. How we respond to these constraints is one of the most 
important issues of our time and will be a large determinant of our future progress as people, businesses, and 
citizens of our planet. A Beautiful Constraint calls for constraint-driven problem solving to become a much  
more widespread capability and offers an original framework to achieve that.”
Excerpt from the book, A Beautiful Constraint by Adam Morgan and Mark Barden.

Over the past almost 2 years, we all have experienced a constraint, or two. I am grateful for the intention that has 
gone into each decision at Makom Solel Lakeside to put our community first.  We have looked at the challenges 
of the past 2 years with integrity and intention.  We have grown our community physically and intellectually, 
caring for each other along the way. We will continue to thrive because of our exceptional staff and dedicated  
lay leaders. 

What makes this community so special is that every day is extraordinary, whether you are at a Friday night  
Shabbat service, on zoom learning from our clergy and educators, outside enjoying Kona ice and making  
new friends, or at Lev Learning on a Sunday morning. 

I am so grateful for the opportunities I have to connect with other Jewish leaders throughout North America. 
I am reminded that our Jewish community extends farther than Makom Solel Lakeside, we are part of a larger 
community and together we are stronger.

L’Shalom, 
Holly

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Looking Through the Lens 
of a Beautiful Constraint 
Holly Krakow
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

My Happy Case of  
Writer’s Cramp 
Ross Erlebacher

Normally, I would not begin my quarterly article lamenting a case of writer’s cramp. 
However, my ailment is the result of a wonderful milestone. This weekend I finished 
writing my 80th note to a new member of our congregation. A letter or note from 

me is just one of the many things we do to welcome newcomers to Makom Solel Lakeside. We also send a small welcome 
bag and assign them an ambassador who helps integrate them into our community. 

My intensive note writing began late last spring, shortly after we announced our new Community Commitment program. 
As a board, we took on this change to our traditional dues model thoughtfully and with intention. I am thrilled to say that 
it has been an unqualified success.

The 80-plus new member families are a wonderful and diverse group. As you might suspect, many of them are young 
families, with nearly 50 households falling into this category. These families have chosen to join our community for a 
variety of reasons. Many are attracted to our unparalleled Lev Learning program, while others were brought to us by an 
existing family who had already discovered all that we offer, while others found us on their own as part of the “shul  
shopping” process. No matter how they found us, I am thrilled that they did!

In addition to these young families, we also had an influx of empty nesters. Many of these new congregants were  
attracted to the wide variety of programming we offer at Makom Solel Lakeside. They may have discovered the  
breadth of classes taught by clergy and staff or the outstanding speakers at Sunday morning adult education.  
Others gravitated to our worship services and became regulars at our Shabbat worship services, especially once  
we were able to gather in-person. I was also heartened by several families who previously had been affiliated with  
one of our legacy congregations, taken some time away, and have now come home to Makom. It’s great to have  
so many familiar faces rejoin us.

The other impactful part of the Community Commitment program is that it enables us to meet families where they need 
to be met financially. Two stories exemplify how the Community Commitment aligns to our congregational values.  
Often, prospective members are hesitant to join a synagogue as traditional dues and school fees at some congregations 
can be in excess of $5,000. Sometimes families like this never join or put of joining for several years. At high holiday  
family services, we had a prospective family with young children in attendance, and they thoroughly enjoyed services 
and the Makom community. This prospect mentioned to a member of staff that although joining a synagogue was  
important, the expense would be a financial burden and that they were going to work us into their budget next year.  
We emphasized that the Community Commitment asks people to give from the heart in an amount that is meaningful  
to them. Our philosophy had a significant impact, and the family immediately joined and enrolled their children in Lev. 

In the second situation, a new family was joining and preparing to select their commitment. They understood the  
intention of the model and made an extremely generous commitment. This commitment helped underwrite their  
membership as well as that for another family in our community. What is so wonderful about these two stories is that  
it shows that we are one community and that we help and support each other. Someone who can afford more does  
more to help other families.

I couldn’t be happier with the results of our new Community Commitment  
program…and my writer’s cramp is starting to subside.
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion

“Behold how good and pleasant it is for all to dwell together in unity” Psalm 133  

The work of assessing how we can become a more “belonging” community was the overall charge of a Makom Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) task force of 10 congregants over the early months of 2021.  The group made recommendations to 
the Board across these areas:  interfaith, LGBTQ, racial/ethnic diversity, disability, and age. The Board approved that we should 
continue the work with a DEI Implementation Task Force (with 20 lay leaders and professional staff, combined) by identifying 
what we are already doing well in seven areas:  marketing, training/culture change/community, outreach, worship, education, 
Tikkun Olam and our infrastructure/building.  We thank the members of the Task Force for their work and dedication over the 
summer compiling these lists. In our Fall Quarterly, we neglected to provide the list of what we are already doing around Worship.  
Our apologies.  There’s a lot to report. 

FOR WORSHIP:                          
• Members of interfaith families can serve as greeters, do Torah blessings, participate in B’mitzvah services, and 

select from a wide range of English readings
• We provide translation and transliteration for those not familiar with Hebrew
• We offer Tot Shabbat and worship services often attended by interfaith families
• We offer non-binary/inclusive language for calling participants up to Torah and life cycle events 
• Our language is inclusive for all 
• We use hearing assisted devices
• We have large-print prayer books 

OUR JOURNEY TO A MORE 
“BELONGING” COMMUNITY

THANK YOU TO THE MAKOM DIVERSITY, EQUITY,  
AND INCLUSION (DEI) TASK FORCE! 
 
As shared in the Fall Quarterly, work on ensuring that our sacred community is not only a welcoming, but also a  
“belonging” place continues.  Thank you to the following staff and lay leaders for investing their time and talent so  
far in this important endeavor:  Abby Goldberg, Alex Kuperman, Anne Kleinerman, Ashley Plotnick, Beth Parab,  
Betsy Lassar, Cynthia Plouché, Corey Klein, Dana Friedman-Graham, David Goldberg, Eli Cohen, Ella Kaplan, Rabbi  
Evan Moffic, Holly Krakow, Cantor Jay O’Brien, Jen Gordon, Jordan Parker, Rabbi Ike Serotta, Maddie Shapiro, Mike 
Stein, Rebecca Graff, Robin Shapiro,  Ryan Cook, Sameer Parab, Scott Schwartz, Sharon Stein, Sherri Richardson,  
Spencer Sabath, Stacey Wolfe, Staci Friedman, Susan Kaden, Vanessa Ehrlich, and Wendy Rhodes.

Watch this space for updates on our DEI journey.  
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Refugee Update

The Amir Hussain Family

The Amir Hussain Family arrived in Chicago in mid-2018--parents Ilyas and Dilkayas and their 
two sons, Ismail and Noor. With the Help of RefugeeOne Ilyas soon found a job at a Tyson plant 
where he continues to work. Ismail  (second grade) and Noor (kindergarten) are enjoying  
learning at Clinton School in Chicago.When COVID kept them home last year, Alice Kohn  
and Laura Frisch tutored the boys remotely.  Laurie Kaden has continued to help the family,  
especially with medical appointments. Last year the family welcomed another son, Riyas,  
who now is 17 months old and beginning to speak both Rohingya and English. And in early 
November the three boys welcomed their sister, Sofaira, to the family...

The Ngoyi Family

The Ngoyi Family--adult sisters Immaculee and Mangaza and their brother, Kazadi,  along with Immaculee’s children, Theresa, 
Steven, and Ines. Ines (5) began kindergarten this fall at Clinton School and Theresa (12, 6th grade) and Steven (10, 5th grade) 
returned to in-person classes arrived in Chicago in mid-2019. The whole family enjoyed participating in the Tikkun Olam car-
nival during the summer and Theresa and Steven come to the synagogue each Sunday to prepare for their roles in the musi-
cal production of Joseph on December 12. Various congregants, organized by Sarah Appel, take turns transporting the two 
children each week.

UPDATE ON OUR SPONSORED  
REFUGEE FAMILIES
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On Sunday January 16th we celebrate the festival of Tu Bishvat. The focus of this holiday- of course- is the celebration of 
trees. The rituals and themes of Tu Bishvat explore the ways in which our lives are physically and spiritually interconnected 
with the lives of trees.
 
Tu Bishvat is not one of the festivals mentioned in the Torah. We initially hear about it in the 1st century text, the Mishnah. 
In a tractate called Rosh Hashanah, Tu Bishvat is listed as one of the four annual ‘New Years.’ In this context, Tu Bishvat serves 
the practical purpose of counting when an agricultural cycle begins for a tree (ie. a birthday for trees). 

Over thousands of years, our inspiration for celebrating Tu Bishvat has evolved. The mystics of the 15th century created a 
Seder-style ritual for the holiday, complete with kabbalistic blessings for wine, fruits, and nuts. The early State of Israel  
planted millions of trees on Tu Bishvat, proclaiming it a kind of ‘Jewish Arbor Day.’ In our own community and homes,  
Tu Bishvat perhaps speaks to us most as a call for environmental consciousness and action. 

It was only a few short weeks ago, when leaders from the entire world gathered in Glasgow, Scotland to discuss the future 
of the climate and environment. Renowned climate activist Greta Thunberg called the conference ‘a failure.’ Her frustration 
reminds us that sometimes, change can seem impossible. 

So, where do we find hope? What can we do to help make things Ok? When we celebrate and acknowledge Tu Bishvat,  
we begin to consider the spiritual dimension to these questions.

L’shalom,
Cantor Jay O’Brien
 

Seeds of Change:  
Tu Bishvat 2022 
Cantor Jay O’Brien

FROM THE CANTOR
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SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE
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BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Zoey Werner, daughter of Jaime and Ryan Werner, can’t wait to become a Bat Mitzvah on March 
5, 2022. She lives in Highland Park and attends Northwood Middle School. Zoey has one younger 
sister, Keri, and a rambunctious Golden Retriever puppy named Dixie. Her proud grandparents, Bob 
and Paula Berk (Makom members), and grandmother, Sandy Werner, are so excited to celebrate this 
wonderful occasion. Zoey loves to dance and read, enjoys Tik Tok’ing and walking to Starbucks with 
her friends, and snuggling with her dog. After 7 years at Tamarak Day Camp, Zoey is going to give 
overnight camp a try at Camp Interlaken in Wisconsin this summer. For her Mitzvah project, Zoey  

is going to raise money and collect donations for Orphans of the Storm animal shelter. 

Zoe Werner

My name is Jude weinstein, my Bar Mitzvah is on February 5th 2022. My parents are Taryn Fisher, and 
Kevin weinstein. I live in Lake Bluff with my sister Tallulah, my dogs, Javi, and Teddy, my cat Baby Cat  
and my parents. I go to Lake Bluff Middle School and I am in seventh grade. I am very lucky to live 
very close to my grandparents, Brad Fisher, and Lisa Fisher, who live one town over in Lake Forest.   
I’m a big fan of making and playing music. Recently I have started playing the bass. This summer I was 
lucky enough to spend a week at Camp Dagget. It was an amazing experience and I had a great time. 
For my Mitzvah project i will be helping with ecological conservation.

Jude Weinstein

Garrett Sabath, 4th son of Jen & Steve Sabath, brother of Holden, Spencer and Eli, will become a  
Bar Mitzvah on 1/29/22.

Garrett is a 7th grade student at Edgewood MS in HP where he is on the 7th grade basketball team. 
When not playing basketball, he is busy watching it, along with any other sport you can think of.  
Garrett is very excited to join the ranks of Sabath men (and Women)who have read from the Torah  
at Makom Solel Lakeside!

Garrett Sabath
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BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Leo Buss is a 7th grader at Edgewood Middle School in Highland Park. His Bar Mitzvah will be on  
April 9th, 2022. In his free time Leo practices karate with his 2 brothers, Henry and Samson. He also 
enjoys being with friends and playing video games online. Creativity comes easily to Leo, which  
he expresses through Origami and cooking. In the summer you can find Leo at his favorite spot in 
Wisconsin at Camp Chi. His parents, Michael and Jami Buss, look forward to celebrating him when  
he becomes a Bar Mitzvah and many more accomplishments to come. 

Leo Buss

Finn Mayer Jacobs was born in Chicago, IL on February 7, 2009.  In 2013, Finn moved from Chicago  
to Union Grove, Wisconsin and currently resides there with his parents Marc and Jennifer, and his 
older sister Laila. Finn will be become Bar Mitzvah on April 30th. 

Finn is currently a seventh grader at Raymond School. He participates in school sports, student  
council, and plays the drums. Outside of school he loves to play sports. He is a soccer goalkeeper  
and plays basketball and baseball.

In his free time, he likes to read, spend time with his friends and cousins watching sports and playing games.  
Finn is an avid Detroit sports fan following in his father’s footsteps. He hopes to attend University of Michigan after  
graduating from high school.

Finn Mayer Jacobs
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If I am not for myself, who will be for me?
If I am only for myself, what am I?
If not now, when?
In Pirkei Avot 1:14

“Interpretation of Rabbi Hillel’s quote challenges us with the notion to find balance between self-care and care of others. 
For if I do not care for my basic needs of nourishment, that includes physical, emotional, & spiritual care, then who will?   
To be effective and serve others well, includes the ability to ensure that personal basic needs receive the same loving  
attention generously and often inherently bestowed upon others. If I am solo-focused and isolated from others, the  
pure joy of giving with sense of meaning that lays the foundational bricks and mortar of our Jewish community suffers.
At the same time, recipients of care or care-receivers afford individual community members to perform mitzvot,  
to establish bonds, and to be a part of something larger than ourselves.”
- Richard F. Address & Hara E. Person
 
With all this in mind I am proud to say Makom Solel Lakeside is excited to announce that our caring committee called 
Chesed Circle from within the Tikkun Olam Committee, will support Makom members. What will be doing?  Our purpose is 
to help others by performing acts of kindness and making a difference! We hope to be able to provide local transportation 
to doctor appointments to our classes in the building, services, assisting in bereavement, and illness.
 
What do we mean by assisting in bereavement?  This can take on many components including consulting on Shiva  
and helping families with some logistics. Sometimes being able to talk to someone during
 
We also expect to have chicken soup available in our Makom kitchen to take to sick congregants or their families. We will 
be looking for help with both Chicken soup makers and those who will deliver the Chicken. We will continue to discover 
needs unanswered and invite our members to reach out to the committee or office if they are aware of a congregant who 
may need our service.
 
I am thankful to the Tikkun Olam committee who realized that we have this need in our community and are dedicated to 
bringing back this special committee. Special thanks to Amy Plotnick and Marilyn Meyers who will be co-chairing  
this effort.  We hope to start with our Chicken soup initiative and be sure to watch your Makom@home in the near  
future for details. 

 

Pirkei Avot 1:14 
Vanessa M. Ehrlich

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

The poet Annie Dillard writes, “how we spend our days is, of course, how we spend our lives.”  
So often we find ourselves wishing away challenging moments, waiting for the pandemic 

to end, rushing toward deadlines so we can just move on to what comes next.  Yet when we engage in this type of thinking, 
we are no longer present to the moments of our lives.  When it comes to parenting, we are told, “the days are long, the years 
are short.”  How true we learn this sentiment to be.  The days are long, and they are rarely easy.  But these days are the way 
we spend our lives.  Do we want to spend our days impatiently waiting for another moment to arrive?  Or can we ground 
ourselves in the gratitude of knowing each moment is a gift in and of itself.  

Recently, many of our Lev Learning students had the opportunity to create Sh’ma pillowcases, as Jewish tradition  
encourages us to say the Sh’ma prayer before bedtime each night. Morning blessings are also prevalent in Jewish  
tradition, including the prayer “blessed are you, Adonai, our G-d, life of all the worlds, who removes sleep from my eyes,  
and slumber from my eyelids.”  What a simple statement of gratitude.  So often in our world of privilege we find ourselves 
wanting more than what we have, forgetting to be thankful for the simple acts of blessing bestowed upon us every day.  
Imagine awakening and thanking Gd for the ability to open our eyes to a day anew.  Being grateful is not just about saying 
thank you; it is about recognizing that what we have in this moment is enough -- even if it is simply the ability to open our 
eyes.  It is this recognition of grace that leads us more fully into the life we desire.  

Our very name, Yehudim, the Jews, is based on the same Hebrew root as hoda’ah, meaning gratitude.  What does it mean 
to be a people of gratitude, such that every day we are able to rejoice in the day that God has made?   As we work with our 
teachers and children to express gratitude at Lev Learning, we invite our families to pay attention to the blessings in all of 
our lives as well.  Tov l’hodot – it is good to give thanks (Psalms 92:2).   May this season of Hanukah light and thanksgiving  
illuminate the holy moments that abound, and may we see them, if only we open our eyes.  

Hoda’ah, Gratitude 
Ashley Plotnick
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MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE THEATER PROGRAM

Our first semester of children’s theatre at Makom Solel Lakeside has been a blast! Over the past few months, our cast  
of talented performers has been rehearsing the music and staging of our own production of Joseph and the Amazing  
Technicolor Dreamcoat. We’ve spent our Sunday afternoons singing, dancing, acting, and making tons of new friends.  
Building an inclusive and mutually supportive creative community has been an enormous priority of ours from the start,  
and we’re incredibly proud of the children in our program for the work they’ve done together. We’re beyond excited for  
our performance on December 12th at 2:00pm, and we hope you’ll be able to join us remotely (in person for the families  
of performers).  

We are also thrilled to announce that our next show at Makom will be The Wizard of Oz. Rehearsals will take place after  
winter break, culminating in a final performance at the end of the school year. Registration for this production will begin  
shortly. If your children would like to get involved or if you have any questions about our program, please do not hesitate  
to reach out.

MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE’S  
THEATER PROGRAM
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Makom Solel Lakeside hosted another blood drive on Halloween in our parking lot. Though there were no tricks, 41 of our 
congregants and friends treated us by attempting to donate blood at our Fall drive. Due to the pandemic, the blood drive was 
in Vitalant’s bloodmobile for the second time this year. Because of the terrific turnout and that we only had one bloodmobile 
instead of the two we had at our last drive, we ran somewhat behind schedule.  This will be corrected at our Spring drive on 
April 3, 2022 where we are committed to having two bloodmobiles in the event that it is still not safe to host the drive in the 
temple. We were thrilled to meet our goal of 30 units of blood even though about 25% of the donors were deferred due to var-
ious issues. Our temple’s donations yielded 90 units of blood for people in need at a time when blood is greatly needed. Please 
sign up for our Spring drive where our goal will be twice the goal of this drive.

Halloween Blood Drive Meets Goal

PROGRAM & EVENT UPDATES

Rehearsals start January 9th after Lev Learning on Sundays.
Final Performance will takes place on May 1st, 2022.

Register here: https://www.mymakom.org/form/theatreprogramspring

Makom Solel Lakeside’s 
Theater Program Presents 

Their Next Production:
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are blessed to welcome more than 50 new 
member households to our community this year.

Lauren and Jason Brand

Marc and Julie Cairo

Rebecca Graff and Ryan Cook

Nancy and Frank DePodesta

Dana and Steven Gillis

Erin and Bennett Goldberg

Amy and Adam Gregor

Ellie and Josh Kaiser

Rachel Keating

Ariel Kondiles

Erica and Kyle Langschwager

Ashley and Josh Meneese

Valerie and Terri Merar

Marina and Vlad Meyman

Sarah Miller

Jason and Trina Newman

Mangaza & Immaculee Ngoyi

Rob and Susie Raye

Eva Reymer

Julie Romeo

Rebecca and Adam Rosen

Carole and Barry Rosenberg

Elaine Arber and Mike Schwartz

Candace and Dustin Tallisman

Alan and Cheryl Turner

Richard and Eva Victor

Rachel and Steven Wachstein

Craig and Shari Weil

Stacy and Matthew Wexler

Rebbecca and Michael Zakem

Welcome to all our new members!
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LIFE CYCLE WITH MAKOM

To the family of Zoey Werner on her upcoming  
Bat Mitzvah 

To the family of Jude Weinstein on his upcoming  
Bar Mitzvah 

To the family of Garrett Sabath on his upcoming  
Bar Mitzvah

To the family of Leo Buss on his upcoming Bar  
Mitzvah

To the family of Dick Lazorow, Uncle of Andy 
Amend

To the family of Alan Goldberg, husband  
of Marlene Goldberg, father of Penny (Mark)  
Lehman, grandfather of Rebecca, Sarah  
and Aimee

To the family of Malik Jibril Alim
 
To the family of Michael Greenfield
 
To the family of Sheri Wise, cousin of Stacey Wolff

To the family Carol Fleisher, wife of Richard 
Fleisher, mother of Stacy (Joel) Friedland,  
grandmother of Carly (Justin) Goldstein, Erica 
(Rome Ish-Hurwitz) Friedland and Sam Friedland

To the family of Louis H. Diamond, brother of 
Marian Michaels, and Uncle of Vanessa M. Ehrlich

To the family of Mara Tacotsky, cousin of  
Michael (Michelle) Rapaport

To the family of Toni Lynn Fabric, wife of Darren 
Fabric, mother of Karli, Samantha and Jessi

 

To the family of Lois Marks, wife of David Marks, 
mother of Susan Mason (Larry), Ellen Marks (Alex 
Kandel) and Jami Jacobs (Michael), grandmother 
of Samantha Renton (James), Sarah Mason, Zoe 
Mason, Caleb Marks-Kandel, Ethan Jacobs,  
Ben Jacobs and Hope Marks-Kandel

To the family of Sigmund Steinfink, father  
of Marci (Barnet) Steinfink Balonick, and  
grandparents of Eve and Nathan Balonick

To the family of Nancy Steinfink, mother and 
father of Marci (Barnet) Steinfink Balonick, and 
grandparents of Eve and Nathan Balonick

To the family of Susan Y. Klein, wife of Alvin, 
mother of Saralyn Klein and Barbara (Mark) 
Greenstein”

To the family of Hortense Goodman, cousin of 
Vanessa Michaels Ehrlich and Marian Michaels

To the family of Sarah Goldman 

To the family of Erica Danielle Sher, niece  
of Debi and Rick Shandling

To the family of Paul Allen, brother of  
Barbara & Gerald Weiner

CELEBRATIONS & SILVER LININGS

CONDOLENCES

To the family of Finn Mayer Jacobs on his upcoming Bar 
Mitzvah 

To Diane Nelson on seeing her son, David Chapman deliver 
his Senior Sermon at JTS in New York. 

To Marilyn Fischman on her upcoming 80th birthday on 
March 10th. 
 
Celebrating welcoming back our Makom Solel Lakeside  
Choir in person on the 2nd Friday of the month.
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A WORD FROM OUR RABBI EMERITUS

When I first entered the congregational rabbinate, preaching and writing terrified me. I thought: What have I got to offer a 
congregation of people who are older and wiser than me—people who have lived and loved and lost and have experienced 
life as I have not? Eventually, thanks to the patience and kindness of the congregants I was privileged to serve, I learned to 
trust my own voice.

Now that I’m eighty—which Pirkei Avot calls “the age of strength”—I’ve published a collection of my sermons, eulogies, and 
articles, titled, To Love an Imperfect God.

Before his untimely death, my dear friend David Unger expressed his hope to see the library at Makom Solel Lakeside  
expanded. With gratitude for my twenty-five years at Congregation Solel, it would be my pleasure to send you a copy of  
my book in appreciation for your contribution to Makom’s Library Fund. Please complete the form below and return it  
with your contribution to the Makom office. Thank you for your interest and your generosity.

With warm good wishes,

Rabbi Dov Taylor

To Love an Imperfect God 
Rabbi Dov Taylor
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UPCOMING EVENTS

December 

The Jazzmen: How Duke Ellington, 
Satchmo Armstrong and Count Basie
Transformed America.
Join journalist and New York Times bestselling 
author Larry Tye, as he discusses his early �ndings, 
the process and writing a book, and how those 
who aspire to writing would go about it.

Readers Theater

Readers Theater with the Makom Solel Lakeside 
Players present “She Must Marry a Doctor” by 
Solomon J. Rabinowitsch, better known as 
Sholom Aleichem. Come join us for a morning 
of entertainment, humor and discussion.

The Little Town That Could:
Antisemitism in Wyoming 
In December 2016,  three Jewish families in
 White�sh, Montana were trolled by white 
supremacist. It started with 4 photos of the families 
with Yellow Stars super imposed on their foreheads 
and more.The response of the small town of 
White�sh was exemplary. Rabbi Allen and Ina 
Secher were one of those targeted families and 
are eager to share their story.

January

Would YOU Speak Up for What is Right?

Join author Liza Wiemer as she discusses her book, 
The Assignment. Inspired by a real-life incident, this 
riveting novel explores discrimination and 
antisemitism and reveals their dangerout impact.

Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend

Joing us as we hear from Dr. William Cobb Jr. about 
his personal journey about being a black man in 
America. This session will be in person & virtual.
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Makom Solel Lakeside
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org

WINTER SCHEDULE
LIVE FROM ZOOM! | 10:00am - 11:00am

Refer to weekly email for the participation link

Can We Talk About Israel?

As an expert who understands both sides of the 
world’s most complex. controversial con�icts, Daniel 
Sokatch, CEO of the New Israel Fund, takes a hard 
look at Israel and Palestine.

Parents Circle Families Forum

Join us virtually as we meet with Parents Circle 
Families Forum. They represent over 600 bereaved 
Israeli and Palestinian members who have all lost 
someone to the con�ict. 

February

What’s In a Pronoun?

Join Jackie Maris, from Keshet: Keshet worls for the 
full equality of all LGBTQ Jews and families in Jewish 
life. They strengthen Jewish communities and equip 
Jewish organizations with the skills and knowledge 
to build LGBTQ-a�rming communities.

Speaker TBD

More information to be determined.

American Civil Liberties Union

Join Ben Wolf, son of Rabbi Arnold Jacob Wolf, as he 
discusses his work with the American Civil Liberties 
Union and how Judaism has a�ected his work.
On Zoom and Virtual.

February Strike of 1941

Join us as Dr. Dan Schwartz discusses the February 
Strike of 1941, which happened in Amsterdam, and 
was the only direct strike against Nazi occupation 
launched by any city in World War II and was truly 
a unique and politically fascinating event.
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FROM THE RABBI CONTINUED

Those are principles worth taking an arrest over, and so I did, and if the circumstances arise I will do it again.   Our Bible tells many 

stories, the book of Jeremiah in particular, of standing up to power, even though there might be consequences.  I took a morning 

off from my regular rabbinic responsibilities and answered a Jewish imperative to stand up, or in this case, sit down for the rights 

of strangers.  As the Torah says over and over, “You shall not oppress the stranger, remember you were strangers in the land of 

Egypt.”  I knew that my sacrifice was tiny.  As an American citizen, I knew that I would face minor consequences while those I was 

allied with, many who came out and supported us from the sidewalks would have faced incarceration and deportation for taking 

an action like mine.

In the end, it was unsanctioned disobedience, but it was civil.  When the police surrounded each of us in turn, one of them asked 

if he could help me up.  I asked, “Am I under arrest?”  He said, “yes.”  And after sitting cross-legged on the cold asphalt for 90 min-

utes,  I said, “Yes, that would be very kind.”

I took my place with my fellow arrested advocates and waited to be cited and released on my own recognizance with a court date 

in December.  Represented by an ICIRR (Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights) attorney, I expect that there will be 

no legal repercussions for exercising a right and a duty to sit-in peacefully in memory of my grandparents, and in honor of those 

suffering today.

In the end the question will be did we do any good?  The goal of the sit-in was surely more than inconveniencing some commut-

ers on a workday morning.  We hope that in the infrastructure bill there will be meaningful reform of the immigration system.  

We know that our Senators and Representatives heard the message, it made the papers and television reports.  The time is now 

to fulfill campaign promises that have lingered through Democratic and Republican administrations.  We would like a clear path 

to citizenship for those who have been in this country, loving it, contributing to it in many ways, sometimes for decades.  At this 

writing, such a robust program seems unlikely in this reconciliation bill.  Hopefully the civil disobedience that took place here 

and around the country this fall will remind politicians that they can’t take our vote for granted, immigration rights should not be 

promised and then stripped from this bill.

I, like the others who were arrested, will not stand idly by while my neighbor bleeds.  I will sit still for what I believe in, and I rec-

ommend it to you as well.  Whatever issue touches your heart, I hope you are willing to get into “good trouble” as Congressman 

John Lewis, of blessed memory used to say.  I invite you to live by that, and by one of my favorite maxims as well, “Don’t just do 

something, sit there.”
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PUZZLES WITH MAKOM

PUZZLES WITH MAKOM

Hanukkah Crossword Puzzle
DOWN 

1. Spinning top with four sides

2. Jelly doughnuts

3. Number of days of Hanukkah

4. Another name for Hanukkah

7. Special holder for nine candles

ACROSS

5. Potato pancakes

6. Kind of lamp oil used on a Hanukkiah

8. Place of worship

9. “Rededication” in Hebrew

10. Given as a Hanukkah gift

11. Song in Hebrew sung after lighting

Answer Box
Down: 1. Dreidel 2. Sufganiyot 3. Eight 4. Festival 
of Lights 7. Menorah Across: 5. Latkes 6. Olive Oil 8. 
Temple 9. Hanukkah 10. Gelt 11. Maoz Tzur
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NEW WAYS TO SHARE A LIFE’S BLESSINGS

Ways to recognize people you love and occasions that are meaningful

Located in the gallery 
area off our main 
lobby, our Tree of Life 
commemorates life’s 
joyous occasions. You 
may purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) 
or a stone ($1,800).

Kiddush Cups hold a personal significance 
to Rabbi Serotta. Honor him and support 
Makom Solel Lakeside by purchasing a cup 
to add to the collection housed in the 
display case that is designed to emulate a 
Torah scroll. On every Shabbat, the cup for 
that particular week will be used for 
the service. 
• Each cup comes with a customizable, 
    engraved message.
• You can select from cups that the office
    has to offer, or you may contribute your
    own.
• You can choose a date that is of special
    importance to you.
• The weekly Kiddush Cups (including the
    engraving) are $500; there are also
    major Jewish holiday cups available for 
    a higher amount

The display is located in the south lounge 
across from the Administrative Wing. 

Located in the east 
corridor near the chapel, 
our Memorial Tree is a 
legacy to those who have 
passed but who left a 
strong imprint on the lives 
they touched. You may 
purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) or 
a Hebrew letter ($1800). 
The Hebrew letters 
translate to ‘may their 
memories be a blessing’.

Most of us are fortunate to have fostered rich and rewarding relationships with family 
members, special friends and mentors. These associations are often tracked 

by major life cycle events such as birth, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, 
baby namings, anniversaries, honorific events and death.

What better way to express your affection than to participate in a permanent 
acknowledgment that offers opportunity for personalization as well as support for our 

synagogue community. As a result of the consolidation between the two congregations, 
there are now three ongoing displays earmarked for recognition possibilities:

Tree of Life Kiddush Cup Display Memorial Tree

ALL RECOGNITION DISPLAY PURCHASES ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS.
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MAKING A GIFT

Making a Gift
Would you like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of a family member or close friend 

through Makom Solel Lakeside? Choose among several funds to direct your contribution to 
the cause you believe is most appropriate.

Fill out checks to Makom Solel Lakeside and designate your fund preference on the memo line; 
or call/email Stephanie at ssohn@mymakom.org for payment by credit card, stock, 

or alternative arrangement.

General Fund

Provides the Officers and Directors ultimate flexibility 
to use financial gifts where they are needed most.

Human Needss

Includes Tikkun Olam / Social Action initiatives, 
contributions to worthy social justice institutions, and 
support for members who require some form of financial, 
emergency or life-sustaining assistance.

Shalom Circle

Promoted by clergy, the fund supports enhanced 
programing for all ages and collaborates with all areas of 
Makom Solel Lakeside to create innovative, impactful, 
engaging opportunities in terms of interfaith dialogue, 
music, provocative intellectual stimulation, and 
impassioned spiritual experiences both within and 
outside the walls of the synagogue.

Security Fund

Help to safeguard the Makom Solel Lakeside building, its 
children, members and staff. Pays for security guards at all 
worship events, Lev Learning / Religious School classes, and 
many special events. Also finances ongoing training 
programs and security enhancements to our physical 
structure.

Legacy Funds

L’dor V’dor. Nothing is more important than the legacy we 
leave. The strength of our endowment and bequest funds is 
the gift we give to our children. This is how we can pass on 
wondrous moments we have gleaned from our years at 
Makom Solel Lakeside and our legacy congregations. 
Support in this way allows us to provide future generations 
with the lessons and luster of our experience. And fund 
investment income helps us with current operations.

Lev Learning (religious school)

Helps to finance our fabulous religious school and Hebrew 
curriculum including our wide-ranging madrichim program, 
our vibrant youth group and a host of special projects and 
activities. 

Adult Enrichment

Helps to finance a wide variety of Sunday morning speakers, 
Tuesday night clergy classes, film and book groups, travel 
opportunities, morning minyans and a number of events 
that keep Makom Solel Lakeside rich, vibrant and fulfilling 
from college age to senior status. 

myMakom Women

This organization inspires the women of our congregation 
to connect in many different ways all through a Jewish lens. 
Donations support a variety of social, spiritual and educa-
tional experiences. The group also has a firm commitment 
to social justice.

Music

Helps to support our outstanding volunteer choir, 
professional musicians and the special programs led by 
Cantor Jay O’Brien. This fund also provides financial 
assistance to help finance our High Holy Day vocal 
quartet, to purchase needed sheet music and other 
sound equipment.

Building Fund

Similar to our homes, the Makom Solel Lakeside facility 
requires ongoing investment to maintain a clean, well-run 
operation in which all components are properly monitored 
and in good repair: HVAC, kitchen, plumbing, electric, 
lighting, painting, landscaping, etc.: all must be managed 
and funded.

Rabbi Evan Moffic Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Moffic but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Serotta but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Cantor O’Brien but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. Makom Solel Lakeside

1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org
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RABBI SEROTTA  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of

From Anthony Simone & Lauren  
Plenner

From Len & Mary Solof

From Michael & Michelle Rapaport

From Michael & Jennifer Gordon 

Rabbi Ike for the inspiration you  
provided during the High Holidays 
      from Alan & Carol Greene

Rabbi Ike 
      from Alvin Klein 

Rabbi Ike 
      from Cole-Crone Family  
      Foundation, Inc. 

Rabbi Ike Serotta for performing Matt 
& Becca’s wedding ceremony 
      from Eric Hersh 

Rabbi Ike’s participation in  
Carole’s memorial 
      from Grace Wald 

Brittany & Jordan’s Wedding 
      from James Wetzel 

Rabbi Isaac Ike for his devotion to 
congregants near and far 
      from Jim Borman 

Rabbi Ike 
      from Kenneth & Sandy Krebs 

Rabbi Ike 
      from Neena Florsheim 

2021 High Holidays 
      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

Rabbi Ike 
      from Sherry & Andy Winick 
 

Rabbi Ike 
      from Susan Dvora 

Becca & Matt’s Wedding 
      from Todd & Lisa Lesser 

In memory of

Toni Fabric 
      from Cal & Julie Bernstein 

Mara Sue Tecotsky 
      from David & Elaine Greenberg 

Adeline Greenberg 
      from David & Elaine Greenberg 

Brylie Weinstein’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Gail & Michael Weinstein 

Lois Marks 
     from Larry & Susan & Susan Mason 

Susan Klein 
      from Robert & Barbara Benton 

Richard Wellek 
      from Susan Wellek

With gratitude to

Rabbi Ike Serotta 
     from Robert Delforge & Abby Persky

Rabbi Moffic 
     from Kenneth & Sandy Krebs 

RABBI MOFFIC DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

In honor of

Rabbi Moffic for the inspiration you 
provided during the High Holidays 
      from Alan & Carol Greene 

Baby Naming 
      from James & Elizabeth Keller 

Rabbi Moffic 
      from Melissa Lindow 

Happy New Year 
      from Robert & Belinda Brock 

The birth of Ethan Wise Brock 
      from Robert & Belinda Brock 

Max Wittenberg’s Be Mitzvah 
      from Robert & Jaime Wittenberg 

2021 High Holidays 
      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

In memory of

Joseph Kallick 
      from David & Arline Kallick 

Gerald Reese 
      from Edie Reese & Phil Goldberger 

James Marovitz 
      from Gail Marovitz 

Sally Abraham 
      from Gershen Abraham 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Howard & Judy Friedman 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Jean & Michael Freed 

Lois Marks 
     from Larry & Susan & Susan Mason 

Richard Wellek 
      from Susan Wellek 

CANTOR O’BRIEN  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In honor of

In honor Cantor O’Brien for the  
inspiration you provided during  
the High Holidays 
      from Alan & Carol Greene 

Brylie Weinstein’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Gail & Michael Weinstein 
 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Cantor Jay 
      from Kenneth & Sandy Krebs 

Julie’s Engagement 
      from Marcia Kernes

Max Wittenberg’s Be Mitzvah 
      from Robert & Jaime Wittenberg 

2021 High Holidays 
      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher

In memory of

David Levin 
      from Gilbert Levy & Marliss Levin 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Howard & Judy Friedman 

Erica Danielle Sher
      from, John & Cheryl Susman 

Lois Marks 
      from Larry & Susan & Susan 
      Mason 

Lois Marks 
      from Marliss Levin and Gilbert 
      Levy 

Lois Marks 
      from Mindy Solomon 

Richard Wellek 
      from Susan Wellek 

With gratitude to

Cantor Jay 

      from Mindy Solomon

GENERAL FUND

In honor of

From Gerald Rubel

Holly Krakow for her dedication to 
and leadership of the congregation 

      from Alan & Carol Greene 

 

Torah Study with Rabbi Serotta  
and Rabbi Moffic 

      from Albert Erlebacher 

Rabbi Ike for Sending a birthday card 

      from Jerrold & Janet Wolf 

Rosh Hashanah services 

      from Marcia Kress 

Marilyn Meyers 

      from Marcy Baer 

Using the tent 

      from Marjorie Pines 

The high holy days 

      from Rhonda & Steve O’Brien 

In memory of

From Wendy & Wayne Rhodes

From Sharon M Gordon

Dan Pierce 
      from Taddy McAllister 

Juliana Sanchez Schafer 
      from Alan Berkelhamer & Hope  
      Hetico 

Susan Y. Klein 
      from, Carolyn, Aaron and Ashley 
      Yablon from Ashley Yablon

Max Berkin 
      from Bernie Berkin & Yvonne Kant 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Bruce & Marcia Balonick 

Toni Fabric 
      from Bunny and Bill Spitz 

Susan Klein 
      from Carol Gifford DVM 

Susan Klein 
      from Carol Mccardell & Michael 
      Solomon 

Toni Fabric 
      from Craig & Lori Rudman

Susan Klein 
      from Dakota Green 

Lois Marks
      from David & Karen Morrison 

Lois Marks 
      from David & Lisa Cohen 

Toni Fabric 
      from David Macknin 

Lenore Isquith 
      from David and Jill Pollans 

Toni Fabric 
      from Dr. and Mrs. Michael Blen 

Lois Marks, Louise Abrams and  
William Perlman 
      from Eugene & Karen Finerman 

Jacob Wildberg Sarah Goldman 
      from Fred & Brenda Turner 

Lucille Kartun 
      from Gail Segal 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Gail Segal 

Lois Marks 
      from Gerald Pam 

Multiple yahrzeits 
      from Gilbert Levy & Marliss Levin 

Lois Marks 
      from Gregg & Pamela Hollander 

Susan Klein 
      from Gregg Savitt 

Susan Klein 
      from Wallace & Sue Roberts 

Susan Klein 

      from Your frinds, Ellen Gutt, Mindy  
      Levinson, Julie Greenfield, Sandy 
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

      Marek, Kathy Ozmerol, Betty 
      Mishkin, Lisa Corol, Marcy Rasky  
      and Rosie Bu 

Lois Marks 
      from Harold Rosenson 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Helene Gerstein 

Toni Fabric 
      from James Glickman 

Lois Marks 
      from Janet Buckstein 

Lois Cohen 
      from Jeffrey & Elissa Halpern 

Lois Marks 
      from Jonathan & Susan Kaden 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Kenneth & Marcia Denberg 

Sol Shanaman 
      from Launa Shanaman

Lois Marks 
      from Lawrence & Susan Becker 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Lee & Ellen Gussin 

Lois Marks 
      from Lee and Ellen Gussin 

Susan Klein 
      from Linda Jacobson 

Susan Klein 
      from Lorraine Pattis 

Susan Klein 
      from Louis & Loretta Becker 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Lyla Marder 

Lillian Horowitz 
      from Marc & Cathy Horowitz 

Toni Fabric 
      from Marc & Susan Benjamin 

Lois Marks 
      from Marc & Susan Benjamin 

Toni Fabric 
      from Margo Suckewer 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Mark & Laurie Feldman 

Nancy & Sigmund Steinfink 
      from Marlene Samson 

Andrea Zimmerman 
      from Martin Zimmerman 

Saundra Zessar 
      from Marvin & Saundra Zessar 

Toni Fabric 
      from Michael & Michelle Rapaport 

Barry Bass 
      from Michele & Arnie Slutzky 

Carol Fleisher 
      from Philip Kaplan & Marcia  
      Bogolub 

Lois Marks 
      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Susan Klein 
      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Lois Marks 

 from Richard Mann

Lois Marks 
      from Rob & Rhonda Lindner 

Toni Fabric 
      from Rob & Susie Raye 

Lois Marks 
      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

Carol Fleisher 
       from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

Marshall Domash 
      from Sara Friedman 

Lois Marks 
      from Saul Gordon 

Gordon Friedenberg 
      from Scott & Amy Friedenberg 

Harold Krane 
      from Scott & Amy Friedenberg 

Carol Fleisher
      from, Stephanie and Michael 
      Smerling from Stephanie Smerling 

Lois Marks 
      from Susan & Corky Becker 

Susan Klein 
      from Team Lionheart 

Lois Marks, with my deepest sympathy 
on her passing 
      from Vicki Marmorstein 

Susan Klein  
      from Wesley Gifford

With gratitude to

Rabbi Moffic for the compassion he 
showed our family 
      from Tony Weisman

ADULT ENRICHMENT 

In honor of

Bible Study Group
     from Gerald Frank 

Gail Salinger’s special birthday
     from Robert & Barbara Benton

In memory of

Harold Hepner 
      from Alan & Nancy Goodman

Carol Fleisher 
      from Jeffrey & Judith Golden 
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Susan Klein 
      from William Feinstein

HUMAN NEEDS 

In memory of

Jack Berkelhamer 
     from Alan Berkelhamer & Hope  
     Hetico

Susan Klein
     from Floyd & Shari Keene

Lois Marks
     from Michael & Jean Freed

Carol Fleisher
     from Michael & Jean Freed

In loving memory of your wife Lois 
Marks
     from Michael & Jean Freed

Lois Marks
     from Russ & Caryn Fliegler

Carol Fleisher
     from Susan Wellek

With gratitude to

Sarah Appel 
     from Ilene Gast

LEV LEARNING DONATIONS 

In honor of

Lev Learning 
     from Michael & Adrienne Levin

MORAINE TOWNSHIP  
FOOD PANTRY 

In memory of

Donnie D’Astici 
     from Ken & Julie Hoffman 

MUSIC FUND 

For the speedy recovery of

Ashley Plotnick 
      from Phyllis Cowen

In honor of

Russell Stern 
      from Gregg & Pamela Hollander 

Diane & Mike Zidman   
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Rabbi Moffic 
      from Melissa Lindow 

In memory of

Lois Marks 
      from Amy Blechman & Benjie and  
      Gerrie Soren 

Lois Marks 
      from Ashley Plotnick & Seth  
      Schriftman 

Lois Marks 
      from Bennet & Amy Plotnick

Juliana Schafer 
      from Bennet & Amy Plotnick

Erica Danielle Sher, niece of  
Debi & Rick Shandling 
      from Beth & Nestor Sanchez

Lois Marks 
      from David & Anne Kleinerman

Lois Marks 
      from Edwin & Judith Bederman

Carol Fleisher 
      from Edwin & Judith Bederman

Lois Marks 
     from Jack Kaplan & Marian Macsai 

 

Babette & Richard Hirsh 
      from Marc & Cathy Horowitz

Lois Marks 
      from Michael & Sharon Stein

Lois Marks 
      from Robert & Barbara Benton

Lois Marks 
      from Scott & Elizabeth Lassar

Lois Marks 
      from Steve & Holly Cohen

Lois Marks 
      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes

Carol Fleisher 
      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes 

MYMAKOM WOMEN 

In honor of

From Margaret & Mark Burka

From Merle D-Alba

Holly Krakow

     from Donald & Gail Goldstein

In memory of

Toni Fabric
     from Brad Zerman

Toni Fabric
     from Julie Dooley

Susan Y Klein
     from Stanley Tannenbaum

SECURITY FUND 

In memory of

Emanuel Block & Diane Krebs
     from Kenneth & Sandy Krebs
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

REFUGEE COLLECTION FUND 

Aaron & Kristin Izenstark

Aaron Lorber & Jessie Zindell Lorber

Abby & David Karbin

Adam & Olga Bergman

Alan & Nancy Goodman

Alan & Carol Greene

Arnold & Judith Fox

Art Kessler & Wendy Bloom

Craig & Lori Rudman

Daniel & Laurie Morrison

Daniel & Elizabeth Weil

David Macknin

Dena Rosenberg

Dennis & Barbara Kessler

Donald & Gail Goldstein

Ed & Judy Bederman

Evelyn Padorr

George & Liane Fitzgerald

Howard Epstein & Gabrielle Sigel

Isabell Mann

Jack & Marilyn Altschuler 

James & Carol Schuster

Janet Buckstein

Jay & Jenny Futterman

Jerrold & Janet Wolf

Joel & Rayna Forman

Judith Fenton

Julie Stracks

Ken & Marcia Denberg

Kenneth & Roberta Brown

Kenneth & Sandy Krebs

Larry & Susie Mason

Lee & Ellen Gussin 

Matthew & Lauren Levinstein

Michael & Laurie Weiss

Nancy Kullman

Paul & Jennifer Rosenblum

Paul & Lisa Blumberg

Richard & Kara Greenberg

Robert Muriel & Jayme Levin-Muriel

Rochelle Rochell

Sarah Appel

Robert & Belinda Brock

Robert & Alice Kohn

Scott & Elizabeth Lassar

Sherwin Waldman & Ellen Diamond

Steve & Holly Cohen

Susan Wellek

Victor & Faye Morgenstern

William Echt & Roberta  
Maller-Hartman

Holly and Jeff Krakow 
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CONTACT LIST

Rabbi Ike Serotta 
847.433.3059 

Rabbi Evan Moffic 
847.433.1370 

Cantor Jay O’Brien 
847.433.0694 

Ashley Plotnick
Director of 

Congregational Learning 

224.707.1775 

Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE
Director of 

Lifelong Learning 

847.433.3556 

Holly Krakow
Executive Director 

847.433.3557 

Staci Friedman
Communications and 
Engagement Manager 

847.433.3708 

Simcha Ackerman
Be Mitzvah 
Coordinator 

224.707.1757 

Stephanie Sohn
Executive Assistant 

224.707.1779 

Rikki Carl-Goldberg
Graphic Designer 

224.707.0905 

STAFF DIRECTORY

Sammi Krakow
Administrative Assistant 

224.707.0923 

Rabbi Emeritus Dov Taylor
Rabbi Emeritus 

847.433.3555 
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Monday - Thursday 
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