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We are open for the Summer! 
Take advantage of all that  
we have to offer! 

| Summer Themed Shabbat Services 
| Tikkun Olam Programs
| Healing Services
| Summer Classes
| Preparing for the High Holy Days 
| And tons more!

Build Your Jewish You
at Makom Solel Lakeside
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I’ve just gotten home from an event celebrating the 20th anniversary of Hands of Peace, and 

feel so energized that I want to tell you about it.  Hands of Peace is a local organization that 

brings teenage citizens of Israel:  Jews, Moslems and Christians, Palestinian Moslems and 

Christians and American Jews, Moslems and Christians together for an annual summer program of dialog and learning. 

I was delighted to attend the annual celebration of this remarkable group along with a table of Makom Solel Lakeside  

congregants and co-hosted by our very own Wayne and Wendy Rhodes.  I have been attending this event and helping Hands 

of Peace however I can throughout its twenty years.  More than 800 teens have participated in the program over time, and it is 

heartwarming and encouraging to meet and hear from the alumni of this worthy endeavor.

We have sent several of our own students to the program over the years.  I am not exaggerating when I say that this program 

is life changing for the participants.  Some have devoted their lives to building peace initiatives in the Middle East, others have 

grown from the experience and used it in whatever direction their lives go.  One former student from our religious school,  

Gabrielle Morrison, will be working at a center for LGBTQ rights in Barcelona, Spain this summer and I know that she is  

passionate about social justice in many realms.  Sara Kenward was a hand (as they call the participants in the program) and 

now works as a graphic designer for the AIDs Foundation of Chicago.  Her sister, Emily Kenward (their father John serves on 

the Endowment Committee of our congregation), was not only a hand, but she is now the Chicago site coordinator for Hands 

of Peace.  Emily says that Hands of Peace was the catalyst, as she went on to study Environmental Peacebuilding and Political 

Science at Tulane and then traveled in Israel, Jordan and Palestine, keeping in touch with other hands, and entering the world 

of diplomacy and youth peacebuilding programs.

Beyond our own students the program had made leaders out of so many amazing young people.  At the celebration I heard 

from Stav Arnon, a Jewish Israeli who was a hand in 2004. Of her summer she says, “It was shocking.  For the first time in my life, 

I met Palestinian kids, who were my age but living behind a fence, having to spend hours at checkpoints, and couldn’t see their 

family members and other parts of the country.”  Stav studied social work at Tel Aviv University and received an M.A. in political 

science.

In 2018 recognizing a crisis, Stav joined with friends to organize a day of protests and strikes to call attention and call for the 

enactment of legal remedies to combat domestic violence against women.  With two friends she organized a protest in Rabin 

Square in Tel Aviv that drew more than 100,000, Jews, Moslems and Christians protesting together.  Stav credits Hands of Peace 

with teaching her how to engage in the dialog and deep partnership that makes her activism possible.

Elias Hawila, a Palestinian Christian citizen of Israel, was sitting near me and we got to meet for a few minutes before he took 

the stage to tell his story.  He cuts quite a figure with his shaved head, red bow tie, and broad smile.  I knew I had to say hello.  

Elias was born in Haifa, but Hands of Peace gave him his first opportunity to really speak to Jewish Israelis about the  

Palestinian-Israeli crisis.  Today, Elias is a medical resident in a family clinic in Jaffa, working with low-income people of all faiths.  

FROM THE RABBI

An Exaltation of Flowers 
Rabbi Ike Serotta

Article continued on page 26.
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FROM THE RABBI

Just a few days ago, an 18 year old murdered 19 children and two teachers at Texas.  
Like me, you likely feel numb, horrified, angry, confused, frustrated. Like me, you may  
also feel powerless to make a difference.

That’s because narrative is familiar. Everyone gets upset after a shooting. We hear lots of hopes and prayers and promised action. 
And then once the story leaves the front pages, politicians return to the safe space of condemning violence without changing 
policy.

Can we actually do something? Is it worthwhile to write letters, attend vigils, meet with elected officials, pursue grassroots 
change? Yes it is.

First, even if our actions do not lead directly to change, they still matter. Our obligation to act remains. We learn this truth from 
the biblical prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah lived in sixth century Israel under the rule of Babylonians. He knew the Israelites were powerless to overthrow the  
Babylonians and achieve their independence again. He knew his words would not move the needle.

Yet, he cried out for freedom over and over. again He knew that God heard his cries, just as God hears the cries of the students 
and teachers and victims of gun violence.

Their cries matter. And when we echo those cries, we honor the divine image behind them. We recognize our shared humanity. 
We remind the world that injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.

But the truth is that we are not powerless. We can make a difference. I’ve seen it over and over again.

In my first year as a rabbi, a group of congregants helped close down a notorious gun shop in Chicago. Assault weapons like  
the one used in Texas have been banned before. Public pressure can get them banned again.

Sometimes, as the Proverbs teach us, the darkness is greatest right before the light. And we can shed some light into the  
darkness. We can be the ones who light the lamps.

A student once asked his rebbe the meaning of a chassid, righteous person. “A chassid is a lamplighter. The lamplighter walks  
the streets carrying a flame at the end of a pole. And he goes from lamp to lamp to set them alight.”

Then another student asked: “What if the lamp is in a desert?”

“Then one must go and light it,” said the rebbe. “And when one lights a lamp in a desert, the desolation of the desert becomes 
visible. The barren wilderness will then be ashamed before the burning lamp.”

That is our task. Bring light into the desert of despair and light the way to a brighter future for our children and their children. 

Gun Violence and Our Despair 
Rabbi Evan Moffic
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My passion for Jewish life and learning inspires me to look forward in our communal 
efforts to reach and engage Jewish individuals and families of every background and 
perspective. To help achieve this goal, in May of 2021, I joined a prestigious cohort of Jewish professionals under-
going a rigorous program of study in the field of Jewish Engagement and  
Education and will earn an Executive Masters-of-Arts in Jewish Educational Leadership through the Hebrew 
Union College Jewish Institute of Religion a year from now, in May of 2023. As part of the EMA program,  
I was fortunate to travel to Israel in March, to explore the peoplehood, to develop a deep and multi-layered  
appreciation for thinking about and teaching Israel as an integral and indispensable resource for individual  
and collective Jewish life. Judaism not only demands lifelong learning but promises that greater life  
experience will lead to a deeper understanding of what is learned. 

Our Israel Seminar began in Yaffo, the ancient port city out of which Tel Aviv has grown.  Together we sat as a 
group for the first time on steps looking out over the water to the beautiful landscape where it is hard to see 
where one place begins and where another ends.  This set the stage for what was to come, a deep dive into the 
land and the diverse people that make up the land of Israel. 

While in Israel, we visited several places where both Israelis and Palestinians are striving to create peace for all.  
We visited Roots Dignity Centre in Efrat Junction where we met Rabbi Shaul Judelman, the Israeli Co-Director 
and Khaled Abu Awwad, the Palestinian Co- Director.  Together they are growing a grassroots movement of 
understanding, nonviolence, and transformation among Israelis and Palestinians.  Despite living so close to each 
other, Israelis and Palestinians in the West Bank exist in almost complete separation, and both sides have little 
knowledge of each other’s lives or humanity. Based on a mutual recognition of each people’s connection to the 
land, Shaul, Khaled, and their staff are creating and developing an understanding and solidarity despite their 
ideological differences. While beautifully sharing his story, Khaled began to weep, saying that neither Israelis or 
Palestinians will leave what they know and feel as home or should they be forced to leave the land of Israel. Israel 
is home to both peoples. By challenging the assumptions their perspective communities hold about each other, 
they aim to build trust and create new discourse around the conflict in their respective societies. 

L’Shalom,

Holly Krakow 
 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Our Community Making a  
Difference & Focusing on Change 
Holly Krakow
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Man Plans and God Laughs 
Ross Erlebacher

Most of us are familiar with the old Yiddish saying, Man plans and God laughs  
(Der mentsh trakht un got lakht).  As I reflect on the last two years, this is the  
phrase that immediately comes to mind.  In early 2020, I was serving as executive  

vice-president, working closely with our co-presidents, Holly Krakow and Rob Lindner, in the first year of our newly  
unified congregation.

In February 2020, I attended a URJ seminar for incoming congregational presidents.  It was a moving and inspirational 
weekend.  There, I met other incoming presidents from across the country and our Reform movement.  We shared our  
experiences and discussed the challenges we were facing.  Some of these challenges were common to all of us, like 
declining congregational affiliation rates.  At the same time, every congregation had its own set of unique challenges.  
Coming out of that experience, I had started to form my thoughts as to where I wanted to guide our newly fused  
congregation. I was energized and excited to work with our board, lay leaders, clergy, and professional staff on these 
ideas.

Then the pandemic hit, and God laughed.

Ideas that I was contemplating were pushed aside; we immediately addressed the impact of the pandemic on our  
congregants.  There were so many questions.  What’s Zoom?  How do we maintain our connections with each other?  
How would we worship, celebrate mitzvahs, and mourn losses?  Under what conditions would we reopen our building? 
How would Lev Learning operate? How do we support our congregants were unable to leave their homes? Would the 
pandemic impact our fiscal situation?  

We’ve had to navigate this and so much more.  I am proud to say that we have navigated this beautifully. Not only did we 
survive, but we have also thrived.  We found new ways to congregate (virtually, outside in our tent) with involvement in 
some areas at higher levels than pre-pandemic. We’ve developed our new Community Commitment membership model 
which resulted in over 100 new families joining us during these past two years.

I am so proud of all that we have accomplished.  These successes are never an individual effort.  I am grateful for the 
collaboration of our wonderful clergy – Rabbi Moffic, Rabbi Serotta, and Cantor O’Brien.  Our senior staff – Holly Krakow, 
Vanessa Ehrlich, and Ashley Plotnick – have been trusted partners and collaborators.  Staci Friedman, Stephanie Sohn, 
and Sammi Krakow are always there to make things go.  Along with Cantor O’Brien, Todd Kessler, Russel Stern, and 
Jack Reader enhance our worship experiences.  Simcha Ackerman makes sure our Lev students are prepared for the Be 
Mitzvah journeys.  We are lucky to have such a talented staff that cares for our building - Juan Gutierrez, Ernesto Cardena, 
Dario Martinez, Alexandra Gutierrez, Hugo Gutierrez and Juan Gutierrez, Jr. who maintain our building with great care.

I was lucky to lead such a talented group of lay leaders who serve as officers and board members.  Like me, none of them 
anticipated serving during a pandemic.  I am grateful for their dedication and passion.

I am excited for what the future holds for Makom Solel Lakeside. 
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Diversity, Equity, Inclusion

Now that summer weather has arrived we hope that everyone has opportunities to bike, travel, garden, go to the beach and  
join with other Makom Solel Lakeside congregants in Tikkun Olam projects and activities!

TIKKUN OLAM SUMMER UPDATE

JUNE IS PRIDE MONTH

Rabbi Ari Moffic will be speaking on Tuesday, June 14 as  
part of our Tikkun Olam on Tuesdays Series.

Make sure to look for the new Pride Flag at Makom!

“EVERY VOICE, EVERY VOTE”— 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT CAMPAIGN 2022

As we did in 2020, Makom Solel Lakeside is again preparing  
to participate in the Reform Movement’s civic engagement 
campaign.  There will be opportunities to volunteer in this 
effort in different ways such as—

• Working with partner organizations to mobilize  
people of color and young people to vote 
Learning how to use voter mobilization tools

• Learning strategies to invite friends, family and  
networks to take action 

For more information on how you can participate,  
contact Rich Amend at rich.amend@gmail.com.

CARNIVAL OF ACTION RETURNS TO  
MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE

This event is for all ages! Bring your children and grandchildren  
to participate in hands-on activities and real time Tikkun Olam 
projects such as rock painting, watering our garden, “My Very 
Own Blanket” project and more!  Some of the organizations 
and Makom Solel Lakeside committees that will be  
represented include: RAC and RAC-IL, Lake County United, 
Action for Refugees, Gun Violence Prevention, Green Group, 
Curt’s Cafe, Magen David Adom, Chesed Circle, DEI, etc.! 

Refreshments will include donut decorating for kids of all 
ages. Music—by the Wilmetsky Klezmer Band.

Join us on Sunday, August 21; 10:30-12:30; in the 
Makom Solel Lakeside parking lot!

More details to follow. 

MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE CO-SPONSORING  
SECOND REFUGEE FAMILY IN 2022

We are currently tutoring and mentoring an Afghan family.  
 We will be co-sponsoring another family in August/September.  
See the article on page 21 in this Kehillah for information on 
how you can volunteer with this family.

DIVERSITY, EQUITY and INCLUSION UPDATE

The work of the DEI Task Force will now be done within the  
Tikkun Olam Committee. Watch for updates in Makom at  
Home and future Quarterlies.

WANT TO GET INVOLVED?

Contact Tikkun Olam co-chairs Linda Muskin (lmuskin@gmail.
com) or Sharon Stein (sstein24@gmail.com) to find out about 
opportunities to participate.

WHAT’S NEXT?

Watch Makom at Home for updates. If on Facebook— 
get info by joining these groups: mytikkunolam and  
Makom Solel Lakeside Community.
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Tikkun Olam Tuesdays

Join us on Tikkun Olam Tuesday with a one-hour zoom with 
Rabbi Ari Moffic (she/her) , who is writing a new children’s book 
on the model Judaism gives us of spilling over and coming out. 
During this session we will take a look at Joy Ladin’s work. Visit 

https://www.judaismunbound.com/podcast/episode-151-joy-ladin.  

“The only thing we know about God is that God doesn’t fit in 
human categories. And so the only thing we know about being 

created in God’s image is that we have not been created to fit in 
human categories.” Joy Ladin at The Open Sukkah Project
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On Sunday, August 7th at 4:00pm our Makom community will gather together for a special concert in celebration of our 
music director emeritus, Richard Boldrey. For the uninitiated, Richard is a beloved and revered expert in the fields of  
opera performance, music education, and Jewish choral music in the Chicago area. Throughout a career spanning over five 
decades. Richard has instructed generations of students at Northwestern University in opera study and vocal performance. 
He has also twice served as assistant conductor for the Chicago Lyric Opera, conducted opera performances in some of the 
finest universities and theaters around the world, and led the Kol Zimrah community chorus (one of Chicago’s premiere 
Jewish music ensembles). We celebrate all of these amazing contributions to our synagogue community and beyond with 
a one time music event entitled: “From Mourning to Morning: an afternoon of Music, Reflection, and Renewal with Richard 
Boldrey.”

One of the musical inspiration behind this summer program is to mark the Jewish day of reflection and memory known as 
Tisha B’Av. Tradition teaches us that Tisha B’Av (which simply means “ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av”) marks the day  
in which the two ancient temples of Jerusalem were destroyed (the first temple in 586 BCE, and the second in 70 CE). In  
subsequent generations, the day has also come to commemorate the Expulsion of Spanish and Portuguese Jewry, the po-
groms in Eastern Europe, and the events of the Holocaust in Europe. As somber as the day may seem, marking these  
moments of national mourning is also also a powerful reminder of the Jewish People’s longevity, resilience, and grit. 

The music for this concert has been carefully selected by our Makom music team (including Richard Boldrey, choral  
conductor in residence Jack Reeder, and pianist Russell Stern) in order to reflect these contrasting themes of Tisha B’Av.  
With special recognition of Richard’s gifts in the realms of classical music and operatic repertoires, we hope to facilitate an 
inner journey of recognizing loss and preserving hope. In other words, we hope the music of this program will take us  
from “mourning to morning,” and tell the story of our people’s triumph over challenge and adversity.

Of course, we also recognize that the themes of Tisha B’Av have become increasingly relevant in light of events in our world 
these past few years. By exploring and reflecting on Jewish history through this lens, we also hope to offer a perspective 
of hope and optimism in the face of world experiencing injustice, conflict, and suffering. So please mark you calendars for 
this special musical event, to celebrate beautiful music in our community and reaffirm our hope for a future in which all will 
know shalom. 

L’shalom, 
Cantor Jay O’Brien
 

From Mourning to Morning: 
Music that Keeps Hope Alive 
Cantor Jay O’Brien

FROM THE CANTOR
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RABBI EMERITUS DOV TAYLOR’S SERMON

“April is the Cruelest Month” 
Rabbi Emeritus Dov Taylor

Shabbat shalom. It’s such a pleasure to be with you again—to see many old friends, 
and older friends, and new friends. Those cicadas that emerged last spring after 
seventeen years underground—I can imagine how they felt. We’ve had to postpone 

this weekend twice while we’ve all been living underground—which puts me in mind me of the apocryphal story of the 
Oxford don whose lecture was interrupted in September 1939 by German bombs. When classes resumed six years later, 
he began his lecture with the words, “As I was saying before I was so rudely interrupted.”
***
April is the cruelest month, breeding
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing
Memory and desire, stirring
Dull roots with spring rain.

April—when snow melts and buds appear, when seeds are sown, when the hearts of young and old turn to thoughts 
of love, when we dare to hope again. But when T. S. Eliot penned his poem, the last global pandemic to shut down the 
world—the Spanish flu—had killed more than 50 million people. He called April “the cruelest month” because it engen-
dered false hope—hope that invariably leads to disappointment. What H.G. Wells euphemistically called “the war to end 
all wars” was barely over; the Russian Revolution was still unfolding. And Eliot expressed the malaise in “the unreal city”—
his native London—in his poem, “The Waste Land.”

And meanwhile, across the Channel, the revolutionary Irish parliament met in Dublin to declare independence from 
Great Britain, and Dublin resident William Butler Yeats, whose pregnant young wife was also stricken with the flu,  
captured a sense of the world spinning out of control, in what has become the most quoted and the most plundered 
poem in the English language. Here’s the first verse of “The Second Coming”:

Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

Our last two Aprils brought alarm and grief and loneliness, empty city streets, hospitals choked with the ill and dying, 
bodies piled in trucks, fears of contagion preventing mourners from gathering to mourn, the virus sweeping around the 
world and killing millions of people—at this point, almost a million in the United States alone. We still stream and Zoom 
services and programs for those unable to attend or unsure about gathering in person, and even those of us who are 
here are resisting the natural human impulse to hug one another.

Article continued on pages 10-14.
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We watch as bombs fall from Ukrainian skies and Vladimir Putin’s ground forces slaughter innocent people. The State  
Department’s annual 2021 Country Reports on Human Rights describe a global retreat on human rights and democracy. And 
scientists warn that we are perilously close to the point of no return on climate change. And a recent survey showed that an  
estimated 50 million Republicans believe that the election was stolen. And political polarization in the country is worse than ever. 
And Roe v. Wade is under attack in many states, as are gays, lesbians, and transgender people. And children are suffering an  
unprecedented rise in anxiety, fear, and sleep disorders. And rates of depression, anxiety and self-harm among American  
adolescents have soared. And Ketanji Brown Jackson’s confirmation to the contrary notwithstanding, racism continues to have an 
intractable hold on too many Americans. And the sour mood in the country has led to an alarming increase in uncivil behavior on 
airplanes, in restaurants, and on the road.

And of particular interest to Jews, the ADL finds a 60% increase in anti-Semitic violence. And both Human Rights Watch and 
Amnesty International have labeled Israel’s occupation of Palestine “apartheid.” And Russian missiles have damaged a Jewish day 
school and the 111-year-old Choral Synagogue in Kharkiv and the memorial at Babi Yar—the ravine outside Kiev where the Nazis 
shot 33,771 Jews in a single week in 1941 and buried them in a mass grave. And three weeks ago, the Board of Governors of the 
Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion—our Reform seminary—voted to essentially end the rabbinic program on 
the Cincinnati campus by 2026. And in a move that has, predictably, elicited angry condemnations from many Jewish quarters, 
congregation Tzedek Chicago changed one of its core values from “non-Zionist” to “anti-Zionist,” to wit:

We do not celebrate the fusing of Judaism with political nationalism. We are anti-Zionist, openly acknowledging that the creation 
of an ethnic Jewish nation state in historic Palestine resulted in an injustice against the Palestinian people.

No, you don’t need me to tell you that we are living in a dark time. 

We Jews have, alas, a great deal of experience when it comes to living in dark times, and much of our tradition was born in the 
crucible of that experience. It occurs to me that what we call “Jewish tradition” is, in large part, a trove of wisdom about how to live 
in dark times without succumbing to despair.

When the Babylonian armies overran Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E., destroyed its magnificent Temple and drove our people into exile, an 
anonymous poet expressed the despair in what has come down to us as Psalm 137:

Al naharot bavel,
sham yashavnu
gam bakhinu
b’zochreinu et Tsion.
By the rivers of Babylon,
there we sat,
sat and wept,
as we thought of Zion.
There on the poplars
we hung up our lyres…
How can we sing a song to the Lord

SERMON CONTINUED
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on alien soil.

How can we sing a song of joy in a dark time?
And in what must be one of the strangest and most powerful passages in the entire Tanakh, the prophet Ezekiel responded with his 
vision of a valley of dry bones (Ezek. 37):

He said to me, “O mortal, can these bones live again?” I replied, “O Lord God, only You know.” Thus said the Lord to these bones: “I will 
cause breath to enter you and you shall live again. I will lay sinews upon you, and cover you with flesh, and form skin over you. And I 
will put breath into you, and you shall live again….”

And he said to me, “O mortal, these bones are the whole House of Israel! They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we are 
doomed.’ Thus said the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and lift you out of the graves, O My people, and bring you to the 
land of Israel.”

During the Roman-Jewish War centuries later, when the mighty Roman legions lay siege to Jerusalem to stamp out the rebellion; 
when a band of Jewish rebels escaped to Masada and held out against Rome for three years—Rabbi Jochanan ben Zakkai made a 
modest proposal to the Roman general: I and my followers will not oppose you if you let us go to the village of Yavneh and study 
Torah. Jerusalem fell, its defenders were either slaughtered or carried captive to Rome, the Temple went up in flames; the rebels at 
Masada committed mass suicide; but the students in Yavneh kept Torah alive, kept hope alive—and here we are.

After the fall of Granada and the Reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula by the Christian states at the end of the fifteenth century—in 
the darkest time to befall our people since the destruction of both the First and Second Temples—the ancient Jewish communities 
in Spain and Portugal were faced with the choice of conversion, exile, or death. Some converted, some chose exile, some became 
martyrs. And it wasn’t long before Rabbi Isaac Luria and a small circle of kabbalists in Safed in northern Israel fashioned a brilliant 
new creation mythos that accounted for human suffering not as divine punishment for sin, but as a result of a flaw in the cosmic 
order—and that offered a way for Jews to help repair the flaw in creation and restore God’s wholeness by performing mitsvot with a 
whole heart, with holy intention, and with total devotion to God.

Finally, a story of hope from the kingdom of night. Azriel David Fastag was a Modzitzer khosed who had been a chazzan and 
composer of khsidic melodies before the war. His rebbe had managed to escape Poland for New York before the Shoah, but in 1942 
Azriel David was packed onto a train to Treblinka, along with hundreds of other Jews.

Well, what do you do when you find yourself on a locked train to hell? If you’re a Modzitzer chazzan, you do what you’ve always 
done—you sing. So Azriel David Fastag composed a melody for the twelfth of Maimonides’ Thirteen Articles of Faith: “I believe with 
perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah, and even though he tarry, still I will wait for his arrival at every moment.” He started to 
sing the song and soon everyone on the train was singing with him.

Then Azriel David announced that he would give half his heavenly reward to anyone who would deliver this new melody to the 
Modzitzer Rebbe in New York. How could any of them—prisoners on a locked train to a death camp—hope to get to New York? But 
a boy managed to escape through a gap in the roof of the cattle car and ultimately made it to New York and sang the melody to the 
Modzitzer Rebbe, who told his followers: “With this melody they went to the gas chambers; with this melody we will march to greet 
Moshiach.”

SERMON CONTINUED
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If you know it, feel free to sing it with me:
Ani ma’amin,
Be’emunah sheleimah
Bevi’at hamashiach
Ve’af al pi sheyitmamei’ah
Im kol zeh achakeh lo
Bekhol yom sheyavo.
Ani ma’amin.
In his last collection of poetry published while he was in exile from Nazi Germany, Bertold Brecht wrote:
In den finsteren Zeiten,
wird da auch gesungen werden?
Da wird auch gesungen werden
Von den finsteren Zeiten.
In the dark times
Will there also be singing?
Yes, there will also be singing
About the dark times.

So how do we keep singing in dark times? How do we sustain hope when the bad news threatens to overwhelm us? What can 
we do to keep our spirits up and to make a difference for good?

“Venishmartem me’od lenafshoteikhem”. First of all, says the Torah, take good care of yourself. Eat properly, get enough sleep, 
exercise, find work that is meaningful to you and do it joyfully. We don’t help anyone by neglecting our own wellbeing.

And then, “Ve’ahavta lerei‘akha kamokha, Love your neighbor as yourself.” Do something kind for someone else. It doesn’t have 
to be spectacular. Mary Gordon writes of those whose work is invisible— cobblers who labor over inner soles, seamstresses who 
stitch the wrong sides of things, scholars whose research leads to no obvious discovery, those who repair water mains, surgeons 
whose sutures are things of beauty, those who sleep in peace or do not sleep in peace, knowing that their efforts are unknown. 
We encounter them every day. A smile, a kind word, a friendly gesture—these things can make someone’s day. Two thousand 
years ago, the Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria said, “Be kind. Everyone you meet is fighting a tough battle.”

Yesterday was Yom HaShoah. Elie Wiesel maintained that the Shoah was sui generis, one of a kind, unique, and not to be  
associated with other genocides. Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal disagreed. He insisted on including the three million non- 
Jewish victims of the Shoah in any ceremony of remembrance. If our remembering is to be more than a matter of nursing our 
wounds, he taught, it must lead us to identify with, and to speak on behalf of, innocent victims in Ukraine and everywhere.

And it doesn’t matter whether you are a believer. Rabbi Areleh Roth emigrated from Hungary to Mandate Palestine in 1924 
and founded Toldos Aharon—the largest, most anti-Zionist, most haredi hasidic sect in Me’ah She‘arim. If you’ve visited Me’ah 
She‘arim, you know that it’s like stepping into a 19th-century Eastern European shtetl. It’s where the remnants of Eastern 
Europe’s dozens of hasidic sects live—and practice the most radical observance of Judaism.

SERMON CONTINUED
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When you and I see such Jews, we assume that their practice is a reflection of their faith—that they do what they do because 
they believe that God has commanded them to do it—to keep strictly kosher, to daven daily, to refrain from touching anyone 
of the opposite sex to whom one is not married, to observe Shabbos and yontef in all their details and prohibitions, to recite a 
brokho before almost every act, from eating, to studying Torah, to making love.

But Rabbi Roth, who died in 1947, claimed that in our time, in the modern secular era, faith is all but impossible for anyone! 
(Let’s take a moment to digest that. The most radical rebbe of the most radical hasidic sect said that in our secular era, faith is  
all but impossible for anyone!) And because he found faith virtually impossible, Roth demanded of his khsidim rigorous  
observance—not as an expression of faith, but despite its absence. Religious observance does not reflect belief, he wrote, but  
it protects one against the experience of a world awash in doubt and unbelief.

When I read that, I thought: Wow, I’ve got more in common with Reb Areleh than I would ever have thought possible. We’ve got 
more in common with Reb Areleh’s khsidim than we ever imagined.

We lit candles a while ago, and we said, “asher kidshanu be-mitsvotav ve-tsivanu le-hadlik ner shel Shabbat. Praised are You, 
Adonai our God, Ruler of time and space. You have sanctified us by Your commandments and commanded us to kindle Sabbath 
light.” Do I believe that God—however I may imagine God—commanded us to light candles? I don’t, but as a Jew who struggles 
to give meaning to my ephemeral existence, I believe that it is far better to light two candles than to curse the darkness.
We’re here tonight—virtually or in person. Did we come to pray? Do we believe that God—however we may imagine God—
wants our worship? Is it because we hope to learn something? Is it because we’d feel guilty if we didn’t do something to ac-
knowledge Shabbat? Is it force of habit? Is it to welcome Judith and me? Is it because we need each other, and it is in  
community that we find consolation and strength to combat loneliness and despair? Whatever prompts us to be here tonight,  
it is probably not in response to an order from on high.

We honor our parents, and show hospitality to immigrants, and contribute to a food shelf, and support affordable housing, and 
visit the sick, and console the mourners, and uplift the fallen, and clothe the naked, and practice tikkun olam—the American 
Jewish social gospel. I admire our ancient teachers who stressed the importance of acts of human kindness by making of them 
mitsvot—commandments issued by God. But do we do these things because we believe God commanded them? Or because 
we know that each mitsve that we do, lights a candle in an otherwise dark world? And because each mitsve that we do helps us 
feel that whatever else may be happening, this makes a difference—one mitsve at a time for one person at a time? And as the 
Talmud reminds us, “Mitsvah goreret mitsvah, One mitsve leads to another.”

That’s what Reb Areleh was saying—that our observance is not a reflection of our faith, but rather, a bold act of courage, and an 
affirmation of hope, even in the absence of faith. Some years ago, a skeptical physician friend asked me, “What is the ultimate 
purpose of Judaism, anyway?” And I replied, “The preservation and affirmation of hope.” “That,” he said, “I can identify with.”
The great 18th-century rebbe, Moshe Leyb of Sasov, taught that everything that God created has a purpose—that even  
negative qualities could be uplifted to serve God. But if so, he wondered, to what end can atheism—the denial of God—have 
been created? How can atheism be enlisted in the service of God?

And he concluded, “This too can be uplifted. When an atheist performs a charitable act, visits someone who is sick or helps 
someone in need, he isn’t doing it because of a religious teaching. He doesn’t believe that God commanded him to perform this 

SERMON CONTINUED
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act, so his acts are based on an inner sense of morality. And look at the kindness he can bestow on others simply because he 
feels it to be right.”

“So,” taught Rabbi Moshe Leyb, “if someone comes to you and asks for your help, you mustn’t turn him away with pious words. 
You mustn’t say, ‘I’ll pray for you.’ You mustn’t say, ‘Have faith in God.’ You mustn’t say, ‘Got vet helfn. God will help.’ You must 
become an atheist. You must act as though there were no God, as if you were the only person in the world who could help this 
man.” In the words of Rabbi Chaim Stern, the greatest Jewish liturgist of the twentieth century, “Pray as if everything depended 
on God; act as if everything depends on you.”

So when does night end and day break? When does darkness end and light begin? When does a pandemic end and normalcy 
begin? When does polarization end and cooperation begin? When does, “I’ve got rights” end, and “I’ve got responsibilities”  
begin? When does, “every man for himself” end, and commitment to the common good begin? The answer I like best is  
contained in a hasidic tale.

The rebbe asks, “How can we know when the night ends and the day begins?”
One of the students says, “When you can tell the difference between a dog and a sheep from a distance?”
“No,” says the rebbe.

A second student asks, “Is it when one can distinguish between a fig tree and a grapevine?”

“No.”

“Then please tell us the answer.”

“It is,” says the rebbe, “when you can look in the face of another human being and you have enough light to recognize in him/
her your brother/sister. Until then it is night, and darkness is still with us.”

In the dark times
Will there also be singing?
Yes, there will also be singing
About the dark times.

The cardinal sin in Judaism is not idolatry, not blasphemy, not sexual immorality, not even murder. The cardinal sin in Judaism  
is despair.

April is the cruelest month. The best lack all conviction; the worst are full of passionate intensity. Darkness is still with us.  
Faith is a struggle. Take care of yourself. Take care of others.

Through the mitsves that we do—may we bring enough light into the world to enable us to recognize in the face of one  
another a brother, a sister…. Shabbat shalom.

SERMON CONTINUED
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BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

After a 13-year hiatus since Rabbi Ike and Max appeared together on the Bima for Max’s baby naming, 
Max will once again join the Rabbi to become a Bar Mitzvah June 4, 2022.  Max lives in Deerfield with 
Mom (Sabra), Dad (Paul), and younger brother Sam.  He’s a 7th grader at Shepard Junior High School.  
When he’s not preparing for the upcoming mitzvah with his Bubbe or Simcha, you can find Max  
playing soccer with the local club team, gaming on PS5, or designing sports graphics on his Mac.

Max Gerber

Mazal Tov to Hannah and Ariel Buckmaster and family on their upcoming B’not Mitzvah on  
Saturday, June 11, 2022. 

Hannah loves theatre, and has a knack for playing humorous characters as was seen recently when 
she played Oaken in the school play “Frozen”, and Ed the Hyena in “The Lion King” in 2020.  Hannah 
is known by her teachers for her excellent writing talents, as seen in her creative short stories and 
writing style. She loves to spend time drawing Japanese style anime and manga characters. She loves 

Japanese culture, wants to learn Japanese, and hopes to visit there one day.

Ariel loves to read and is often seen with her head in a book. She also loves to draw, and wants to be an architect. She won 3rd 
place in the Chicago Architecture Biennial 2021 -  The Available City – where she created a botanically themed library. Ariel also 
loves theatre, and was in the chorus of the Lion King. However, her interest in theatre is being behind the scenes working crew, as 
she recently did in their school production of Frozen. 

For their Mitzvah Project, Hannah and Ariel will volunteer this summer for environmental causes clearing invasive species, plant-
ing, weeding, seed collecting, and trash pick-up in both the forests and beaches with the Natural Areas Program of the Highland 
Park Park District. The Environment is something that they are passionate about, as they have been active members on their 
school’s “Green Team” for the past year.  

Hannah & Ariel  Buckmaster

SUMMER 2022 BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT
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Dylan Parker will become a Bar Mitzvah on June 11, 2022.  He lives in Deerfield with his parents, Jenn 
& Jordan, his older brother, Lucas, and his dog, Buddy.  Dylan recently completed 7th grade at Caruso 
Middle School where he played trumpet in the band.  During the school year, he was on the football, 
basketball and track & field teams.  Dylan’s hobbies include playing video games, playing sports, 
watching movies, and introducing his parents to new music.  Dylan has always loved animals,  
especially dogs.  For his mitzvah project he has been volunteering with Orphans of the Storm.

Dylan Parker

Alex Umansky will become a Bar Mitzvah on August 20, 2022.  Alex is in 7th grade and attends 
Northwood Middle School in Highland Park.  He lives with his parents, Nancy and Boris, twin sisters, 
Chloe and Sabrina and dog Luca.  He plays cello and swims on HPAC.  Alex enjoys spending summer 
at Camp Chi and this year will be a counselor in training (CIT) at Apachi Day Camp.  Alex’s Mitzvah 
project started in 2016, every year since he has raised money for the JDRF One Walk, totaling $25,000.  
This year, he will continue to push the goal higher and will aim for $8,000 raised for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Fund.  Alex’s Mitzvah project will continue beyond his Bar Mitzvah year and will 

always raise money for to help find a cure for Type 1 Diabetes.

Alex Umansky

Clara Rose Gillis will become a Bat Mitzvah this summer on August 20, 2022. She is finishing up her 
7th grade year at Sager Solomon Schechter Day School in Northbrook. She lives in Highland Park with 
her mom Dana and partner Joey, and her two dogs Mobey and Prince, and in West Rogers Park with 
her dad Steven and partner Sarah, and dog Dusty. Clara is passionate about dogs, and for her mitzvah 
project she chose to raise funds and supplies for Cause for Paws Rescue, from where she adopted her 
new puppy Prince. She is fortunate to live close to her proud grandparents Les & Adrienne Lawrence 
in Highland Park, and she celebrates the memory of her dearly beloved Farmor Ingrid Gillis. Clara is a 

piano player and a singer who loves performing on the stage. She is also an avid reader, writer, video editor and tennis player. 

Clara Rose Gillis

BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT
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BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Gabriel “Gabi” Pearlman is excited to have his Bar Mitzvah this summer (and to continue his Bar 
Mitzvah celebration in Israel in December with his extended Israeli family).  He lives in Deerfield with 
his parents, Liad and Rob, his brothers, Jonathan and Micah, his dog and two cats. He is finishing up 
7th grade at Caruso Middle School.  He enjoys computer gaming and coding, and is very competitive 
in both tennis and wrestling. His Bar Mitzvah project is raising money for the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository. 

Gabriel “Gabi” Pearlman

Audrey Schraub will become a Bat Mitzvah alongside her brother, Elliot, on August 27, 2022.  
Daughter of David Schraub and Monique Melnick (and step-father Carey Melnick), her family also 
includes her brother Elliot, step-sister Jessica, step-brother Carson, and cat, Maddie. Grandparents 
include Rochelle and Eugene Mandrea of Northbrook and Aurore and Simon Schraub of Strasbourg, 
France. 

Audrey is a freshman at Highland Park High School, where she is a member of the school Choir,  
Sojourn school magazine club and Girls Code. In addition to music, writing and coding, Audrey also enjoys playing tennis,  
swimming and nature walks in her free time. Trilingual, Audrey is fluent in French and Spanish.

Audrey Schraub

Elliot Schraub will become a Bar Mitzvah alongside his sister, Audrey, on August 27, 2022. Son of  
David Schraub and Monique Melnick (and step-father Carey Melnick), his family also includes his 
sister Audrey, step-sister Jessica, step-brother Carson, and cat, Maddie. Grandparents include Rochelle 
and Eugene Mandrea of Northbrook and Aurore and Simon Schraub of Strasbourg, France. 

Elliot is in 7th grade at Northwood Junior High. He enjoys watching and playing soccer and playing 
tennis. Elliot also has a passion for music and plays 3 instruments: piano as well as cello in the school 

Orchestra and drums in school Band. Elliot is interested in geography, history and politics. Finally, trilingual, Elliot speaks French 
and Spanish fluently.

Elliot Schraub
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I receive many different surveys throughout the year and on different topics, but a recurring theme is being asked what 
does Judaism mean to me.  I answer these questions including:  “What does Judaism mean to you?” or “What does reading 
from the Torah mean to you?” I feel like Hillel, the great Rabbi who was approached by a non-Jew and presented with a 
challenge to “Tell me everything you know about Judaism while standing on one foot.”  While my responses will probably 
not be quoted as often as Hillel’s have been over the years, the questions have set me to thinking.

In one survey I was asked how I felt when I wear a tallit and or kippah.  I responded, “In traditional Judaism the tallit (prayer 
shawl) and kippah (head covering) are only worn by men.  In traditional Judaism women cover their hair after they are  
married so that they are not attractive to other men.  I did not wear a tallit or kippah when I was growing up.  As I got  
older and had children my theology changed. I believe that men and women were equal in the eyes of God.  

It was a Hebrew school student who first started me thinking about 
wearing tallit and kippah.  I was explaining to my Hebrew school 
students many years ago that my husband wore tallit and tefillin, 
(phylacteries, the black boxes you put on your head and hand) 
during weekday morning services.  One student, who is now grown 
and married, said, “Mrs. Ehrlich, if you are teaching us that boys and 
girls are equal then why don’t you do what your husband does?   
Why will your son do this and not your daughter?”  He was one of  
the first people to get me to re-examine my own belief system.   
He was right.  If I did believe in egalitarianism in services and in  
the prayer book, then I must look at rituals in the same way.   
This is when I began to wear tallit and kippah.  

To that end, I began wearing a Kippah and tallit during services  
especially at our Camp, OSRUI. My oldest child is a daughter and  
I want to be a good example to her and now to my granddaughter 
and to all the girls and women in my congregation. I believe that  
if they are to feel comfortable wearing a kippah then they must  
have women role models that wear Kippot and tallit.

My Jewish journey is an ever-changing landscape, and I hope that 
you continue your Jewish journey as well.  You may not have the 
benefit of students of all ages questioning your rituals, beliefs, or 
practices.  If not, it helps to stop every once in a while, and reflect for yourself.  A journey is a never-ending trip.  I see my 
Judaism as always in flux and I am never sure where I will end.  The final destination I am sure will be a surprise. 
 
Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE
Director of Lifelong Learning

 

Building My Jewish Journey 
Vanessa M. Ehrlich

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

The lyrics from Leonard Cohen’s Halleluyah are playing in my mind – “it’s a cold and it’s a 
broken halleluyah.”  The song further states , “there’s a blaze of light in every word; it doesn’t 

matter which you heard; the holy or the broken Halleluyah.”  

My wise elders tell me they cannot remember a time when our world seemed so infused with darkness; climate catastrophe, 
pandemic, gun violence, human rights at risk.  People are truly suffering.  Hearts are beyond torn apart.  Parents are burying 
their children and children are burying their parents.  And try as I might, I cannot make sense of any of it.    

This week we learned of the most horrific gun violence in Texas.  Where is God in that?  In the shattering of so many lives.  
God is certainly in the helpers, in communities coming together, in the outpouring of support and love.  But where is God in 
the shattering?  The very heartbreak itself.  I used to think  - or really I still do believe – that God is there in the heartbreak – 
that when our hearts shatter, we open up space to feel closer, to let God in.  As the book of Psalms teaches, “God is close to 
the brokenhearted.”  But it is oh.so.very.painful.  And not everyone succeeds in letting God in.  And sometimes it takes years 
and years of closing oneself off to the world, or turning the suffering into despair.  And yet the world goes on.  And hopefully 
with time, even the mourners return to work, to friendship, to the daily tasks of living.  Is that resilience?  Is that God?  Who 
can say?  But carry on we must.  And for the most part, carry on we do.  

In volunteering for the COVID grief network these last two years, I have found immense power in simply offering mourners 
space to be with the darkness, to tell God how angry they are, how scared they are, how they’ve begged and pleaded for 
something better.   Sometimes we all just need permission to feel, to acknowledge our fear, our hurt, our confusion, and 
then sit with this discomfort.   Until we are quiet enough and open enough to hear God’s whisper, an invitation perhaps to 
share our burden with God.  There is something beautiful and necessary in the surrendering.  We can still be good social 
activists and do-ers and learners, but we cannot do it alone.  We have to invite God in to be part of the journey, or at least 
thank God when we realize in retrospect that God was there when we were too busy to notice.  

Buddhism teaches that attachment leads to suffering.  I suppose Judaism’s response would be, “Yes, and?”  We will continue 
to attach to our families, our communities, our health, and we will continue to suffer.  We will continue to lose the things we 
were absolutely convinced we could never live without.    And we will still notice, that at some point, when the time is right, 
most of us will still choose life.  I would say God is there too.  In that desire to continue living despite all odds.  As Leonard 
Cohen says, “Forget your perfect offering. There is a crack in everything. That’s how the light gets in.”  Ken y’hi ratzon.   
May it be so.  

Finding God in Dark Times 
Ashley Plotnick
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HIGH HOLIDAY SAVE THE DATE

SELICHOT SERVICE
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

EREV ROSH HASHANAH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

ROSH HASHANAH DAY I
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

ROSH HASHANAH DAY II
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

You must make your community
commitment in order to receive
High Holiday tickets.

All Services will take place inside.

In-person attendance is only available
to members of your own household.
Guests will be able to live-stream all
services for a donation. Further 
information will be coming soon.

EREV YOM KIPPUR
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4

YOM KIPPUR 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5

SAVE THE DATES

2022/5784
HIGH HOLY DAYS
with Makom Solel Lakeside

The Jewish value of pikuah nefesh,
or the preservation of human life over 
all other commandments, requires us 
to think deeply about how we protect 
our community in times of Covid-19. 
We will continue to folllow state and 
county guidelines and implement any 
safety precautions as needed.
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REFUGEE FAMILY UPDATE

Current Co-Sponsorship

The refugee committee is glad to report progress by the Afghan family we have been co-sponsoring since late January.  
The two young boys, Akthar and Omar, ages 9 and 6, are attending Brennemann Elementary School in Uptown and in early 
May their 15 year old sister, Shakila,  begun studying at Sullivan High School, which has the top English Language Learning 
program in Chicago. We have applied with Girl Forward, which assists refugee girls ages 14-21, for Shakila to be matched  
with an adult woman in its mentor program and to participate in its summer learning program. We also working on enrolling 
Akthar and Omar in summer day camps. 

The father and two adult sons are working at the same location in Wheeling, but the travel time is excessive so both MIRA  
Chicago, the co-sponsor with which we are now working, and RefugeeOne are seeking more conveniently located jobs for  
the three. 

A big thank you to our member, Wendy Shorr, who has donated her services as a dentist for work needed by the mother  
and also for referring us to an oral surgeon, who donated his services, and an endodontist, who reduced his fee.

We have made a smooth transition from co-sponsoring with HIAS Immigration & Citizenship to partnering with MIRA Chicago 
and will continue to work with MIRA Chicago and the family at least through July. The transition occurred because HIAS I&C’s  
work with families is limited to 3 months under its contract with the State Department.

Many thanks to the mentors—Carol Hillsberg, Ellen Gussin, Amy Plotnick, Nancy Karp, and David Schraub—and the tutors—
Wendy Bloom, Ben Kessler, Ryan Kessler, Diane Nelson, Allison Levin, Laurie Feldman, Dana Friedman-Graham, and Doug  
Graham, as well as the coordinators, Gary Salit and Lauren Grossman, for their dedication to working with the family each 
week and making the family’s progress possible.

Upcoming Co-Sponsorship

We plan to welcome another refugee family in about September and will co-sponsor that family with RefugeeOne, Several 
members already have volunteered to work with the next family. We can use additional volunteers. If you are interested, please 
contact Alan Greene, aig0220@comcast.net.

Final Note 

Mangaza, one of the adult sisters of the Congolese family we have worked with since 2019, has earned her CNA certificate and  
is working full-time at a long-term care facility. Her sister continues working at Eli’s Cheesecake, and their brother has moved 
to Arizona and is working there. The three children continue to study at Clinton Elementary School in West Rogers Park.

REFUGEE FAMILY UPDATE: 
THE HUSSAIN FAMILY
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TIKKUN
OLAM

OF
ACTION

FAMILY FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES
FOR EVERYONE!

CARNIVAL

10:30AM
TO

12:30PMSUNDAY
 AUGUST 21

SAVE THE DATE!

TIKKUN OLAM CARNIVAL DAY OF ACTION
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS/ LIFE CYCLE WITH MAKOM

We are blessed to continuously welcome new members 
to our Makom Solel Lakeside Community!

David & Bev Zadikoff

Claudia & Barry Rozenberg

Emily & Andy Richter

Welcome to all our new members!

To David & Karen Morrison on celebrating their 30th 
anniversary on August 2nd.

To Neal & Clarissa Simon on celebrating their 28th 
anniversary on August 29th. 
 
To Janet Buckstein on celebrating her birthday this 
June.

To Gabriel “Gabi” Pearlman and family on celebrating 
his upcoming Bar Mitzvah on August 27th.

To Dylan Parker and family on celebrating his  
upcoming Bar Mitzvah on June 11th.

To Alex Umansky and family on celebrating his  
upcoming Bar Mitzvah on August 20th.

CELEBRATIONS & SILVER LININGS
To Audrey Shraub and family on celebrating her upcoming 
Bat Mitzvah on August 27th.

To Elliot Schraub and family on celebrating his  
upcoming Bar Mitzvah on August 27th.

To Clara Rose Gillis and family on celebrating her Bat Mitzvah 
on August 20th.

To Max Gerber and family on celebrating his upcoming  
Bar Mitzvah on June 4th.

To Hannah and Ariel Buckmaster and family on their  
upcoming B’not Mitzvah on June 11th.

 

 
 

Debbi Spungen 

Sara & Aaron Minkus

Alli Crain

Congratulations to all of our members  
that are graduating this year!
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To the family of Andrea Platt, cousin of Rabbi Serotta

To the family of Joel Hoffman

To the family of Bernard Miller, beloved husband of 

the late Marilyn Miller nee Ginsburg. Loving father 

of Ray (Jack LaBuda) Miller, Elissa (Adam) Whiteman 

and Adam (Amanda Russo) Miller. Cherished Papa of 

Nathan, Abigail, Noah (Roy) and Tamara. Dear brother 

of Allen (Xiao Hui) Miller and brother-in-law of Phyl-

lis (Richard) Schwartz and the late Roberta (the late 

Harold) Seldin.

To the family of Joel Gerber, brother of Marilyn  
Meyer’s brother of Sherwin Gerber 

To the family of Dr. Jerrold Michaels, husband of 

Marian Michaels, father of Vanessa (Arthur) Ehrlich and 

Wendy (Scott) Shanker, grandfather of Lital Ehrlich 

(Cole Leiter), Jonathan Ehrlich, Samantha Shanker, 

Ethan Ehrlich and Jenna Shanker, great-grandfather of 

Esme Leiter

To the family of Marilyn Levin, mother of Brad  
(Allison) Levin 

To the family of Jotham (Jotty) Friedland, husband  

of Robbie Friedland, father of Joel (Stacy), Mark, and 

David (Suzanne), grandfather of Carly (Justin  

Goldstein), Erica (Rome Ish-Hurwitz), Sam, Coby,  

Noa and Mia, great grandfather of Payton and Cecilia

To the family of Benjamin Blumberg, brother of  
Ellen Rupert 

To the family of Allan Barrish

To the family of Howard E. Zimmerman, father of Sue 

(Cary) Ulman, grandfather of Ben (Jackie) and Jason 

(Melissa) Ulman and great-grandfather of Graham 

Ulman

To the family of Kendra Karasik, wife of Mark, mother 

of Jack and sister in law of Paul

To the family of Lorna Jane Goodman, Mother of  

Alan (Nancy) Goodman, Andi Goodman, Terri (Steve) 

Luxenberg and Bob Goodman

CONDOLENCES

LIFE CYCLE WITH MAKOM

This is a special gathering for those who need care and those who  give care,
for anyone who feels the need of physical, spiritual or emotional healing. 

Our healing service is more personal and meditative, helping us 
to find strength by ourselves and with our community.

First Tuesday of the Month | 6:30pm
In-Person & Virtual

Healing Service

Makom Solel Lakeside
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org
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LEV CHILDREN’S THEATER
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RABBI SEROTTA’S ARTICLE CONTINUED

He credits his time at Hands of Peace with helping him find his direction in life and with learning the skills of deep listening.   

As busy as the life of a medical student and now resident is, Elias has found the time year after year to come back as a facilitator 

for the summer program.

As you can see these young people are not only the leaders of tomorrow, they are the leaders of right now.  As intransigent as 

the situation can feel, it is people like Stav and Elias, Emily, Sara and Gabrielle that give me hope to go on.  One day, perhaps 

there will be a time when two people will see each other at a negotiating table and say, “Hey, I know you from Hands of Peace.”

Each year at the Hands of Peace summer program the group makes a visit to a mosque, a church and a synagogue.  I am  

delighted to tell you all that the group will visit Makom Solel Lakeside on Shabbat evening, July 15.  In one of those bittersweet 

moments where you can’t be in two places at once, I will be doing something else I love that week, doing a stint on faculty at 

OSRUI, the Reform Movement’s summer camp in Wisconsin.  I will miss being here, but I know my colleagues here will do their 

usual amazing job of making the hands feel at home and help them understand American synagogue life.  I want to encourage 

you to come to services that night and welcome these young people.  They are already taking life changing steps for them-

selves, but who knows, you may very well get a chance to meet someone who will change the world.

RABBI SEROTTA’S ARTICLE CONTINUED
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SHAVUOT IS OVER
AND WE NEED

YOUR HELP!

THANK YOU 
FOR ALL 
OF YOUR 
DONATIONS!

IT’S TIME TO BRING OUR 1225 CEREAL BOXES TO OUR LOCAL FOOD PANTRIES!

This is a mitzvah, especially now that schools are out and students
who usually receive federally funded breakfast or lunch may not.

Please stop by Makom starting June 6, during business hours
9am-5pm and we will provide large black grocery bags to fill up.

Then, you choose a local food pantry to donate to.

WE COLLECTED 1225 CEREAL BOXES!

ACTION NEEDED
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PUZZLES WITH MAKOM

SUMMER SUDOKU

ANSWER KEY

PUZZLES WITH MAKOM



29

PUZZLES WITH MAKOM

NEW WAYS TO SHARE A LIFE’S BLESSINGS

Ways to recognize people you love and occasions that are meaningful

Located in the gallery 
area off our main 
lobby, our Tree of Life 
commemorates life’s 
joyous occasions. You 
may purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) 
or a stone ($1,800).

Kiddush Cups hold a personal significance 
to Rabbi Serotta. Honor him and support 
Makom Solel Lakeside by purchasing a cup 
to add to the collection housed in the 
display case that is designed to emulate a 
Torah scroll. On every Shabbat, the cup for 
that particular week will be used for 
the service. 
• Each cup comes with a customizable, 
    engraved message.
• You can select from cups that the office
    has to offer, or you may contribute your
    own.
• You can choose a date that is of special
    importance to you.
• The weekly Kiddush Cups (including the
    engraving) are $500; there are also
    major Jewish holiday cups available for 
    a higher amount

The display is located in the south lounge 
across from the Administrative Wing. 

Located in the east 
corridor near the chapel, 
our Memorial Tree is a 
legacy to those who have 
passed but who left a 
strong imprint on the lives 
they touched. You may 
purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) or 
a Hebrew letter ($1800). 
The Hebrew letters 
translate to ‘may their 
memories be a blessing’.

Most of us are fortunate to have fostered rich and rewarding relationships with family 
members, special friends and mentors. These associations are often tracked 

by major life cycle events such as birth, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, 
baby namings, anniversaries, honorific events and death.

What better way to express your affection than to participate in a permanent 
acknowledgment that offers opportunity for personalization as well as support for our 

synagogue community. As a result of the consolidation between the two congregations, 
there are now three ongoing displays earmarked for recognition possibilities:

Tree of Life Kiddush Cup Display Memorial Tree

ALL RECOGNITION DISPLAY PURCHASES ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS.
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Making a Gift
Would you like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of a family member or close friend 

through Makom Solel Lakeside? Choose among several funds to direct your contribution to 
the cause you believe is most appropriate.

Fill out checks to Makom Solel Lakeside and designate your fund preference on the memo line; 
or call/email Stephanie at ssohn@mymakom.org for payment by credit card, stock, 

or alternative arrangement.

General Fund

Provides the Officers and Directors ultimate flexibility 
to use financial gifts where they are needed most.

Human Needss

Includes Tikkun Olam / Social Action initiatives, 
contributions to worthy social justice institutions, and 
support for members who require some form of financial, 
emergency or life-sustaining assistance.

Shalom Circle

Promoted by clergy, the fund supports enhanced 
programing for all ages and collaborates with all areas of 
Makom Solel Lakeside to create innovative, impactful, 
engaging opportunities in terms of interfaith dialogue, 
music, provocative intellectual stimulation, and 
impassioned spiritual experiences both within and 
outside the walls of the synagogue.

Security Fund

Help to safeguard the Makom Solel Lakeside building, its 
children, members and staff. Pays for security guards at all 
worship events, Lev Learning / Religious School classes, and 
many special events. Also finances ongoing training 
programs and security enhancements to our physical 
structure.

Legacy Funds

L’dor V’dor. Nothing is more important than the legacy we 
leave. The strength of our endowment and bequest funds is 
the gift we give to our children. This is how we can pass on 
wondrous moments we have gleaned from our years at 
Makom Solel Lakeside and our legacy congregations. 
Support in this way allows us to provide future generations 
with the lessons and luster of our experience. And fund 
investment income helps us with current operations.

Lev Learning (religious school)

Helps to finance our fabulous religious school and Hebrew 
curriculum including our wide-ranging madrichim program, 
our vibrant youth group and a host of special projects and 
activities. 

Adult Enrichment

Helps to finance a wide variety of Sunday morning speakers, 
Tuesday night clergy classes, film and book groups, travel 
opportunities, morning minyans and a number of events 
that keep Makom Solel Lakeside rich, vibrant and fulfilling 
from college age to senior status. 

myMakom Women

This organization inspires the women of our congregation 
to connect in many different ways all through a Jewish lens. 
Donations support a variety of social, spiritual and educa-
tional experiences. The group also has a firm commitment 
to social justice.

Music

Helps to support our outstanding volunteer choir, 
professional musicians and the special programs led by 
Cantor Jay O’Brien. This fund also provides financial 
assistance to help finance our High Holy Day vocal 
quartet, to purchase needed sheet music and other 
sound equipment.

Building Fund

Similar to our homes, the Makom Solel Lakeside facility 
requires ongoing investment to maintain a clean, well-run 
operation in which all components are properly monitored 
and in good repair: HVAC, kitchen, plumbing, electric, 
lighting, painting, landscaping, etc.: all must be managed 
and funded.

Rabbi Evan Moffic Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Moffic but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Serotta but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Cantor O’Brien but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. Makom Solel Lakeside

1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org

MAKING A GIFT
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RABBI SEROTTA  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

from Linda Brodson & Kathy Sackheim

In memory of

Joel Gerber
      from Jeffrey & Barbara Richardson 

Marilyn Levin 
      from Jeffrey & Elissa Halpern 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Jill & James Parker 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Marvin & Nancy Himmelstein 

Marlene Shape 
      from Michael & Cari Strauss 
 

RABBI MOFFIC  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

from Gail Marovitz

from Sheri Langendorf

In honor of

Juliette’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Ari & Genevieve Sagett 

Allie’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Bruce & Marcia Balonick

Allie’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Fred & Brenda Turner

Allie’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Richard & Mary Schuster

Allie’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Robert & Joanne Bernstein 

In memory of

Harold Chizewer 
      from David & Tracy Zirin

Jotty Friedland 
      from Howard & Judy Friedman

Hugo Wolf 
      from Jerrold & Janet Wolf

Arthur and Helene Segil  
      from Laurence & Deborah Segil 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Michael & Laura Gold 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Paul & Lisa Blumberg 

Michael Greenberg 
      from Richard Greenberg & Kara 
      Friedman 

 Alfred Brock 
      from Robert & Belinda Brock 

With gratitude to

We are so grateful to have Rabbi  
Moffic officiating another milestone 
event on our journey! 

      from Micharl & Jami Buss

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

      from Sheri Langendorg

In honor of

Juliette’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Ari & Genevieve Sagett 

In memory of

Arthus Adelman 
      from Carol Adelman 

Al Saper 
      from Charlene Saper 

Burt Goodman 
      from Charlene Saper 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Rochelle Rochell 

GENERAL FUND

from Murray & Joan Levin

from Stanford Zoller

from Sandra Friedman

from Elaine Duhl

In honor of
 

Allie’s bat mitzvah 
      from James & Carol Schuster 

Jerry Rubel’s 98th birthday 
      from Janet & Alan Rubel 

Lee & Ellen Gussin’s 50th Anniversary 
      from John Cody & Linda Muskin 

Sharon & Michael Stein in honor of  
the birth of their grandson Dylan 
      from John Cody & Linda Muskin 

Marilyn Fischman’s 80th Birthday 
      from Karen & Elliot Cohen 

Allie Daniela Moffic’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Dottie Zoller’s wedding to Stephen 
Epstein 
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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Their daughter Samantha’s Marriage 
to James Renton  
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Natalie Belrose - Special Birthday 
      from Lauren Weiser 

Dottie Zoller and Stephen Epstein 
      from Stanford Zoller 

Marilyn Fischman’s birthday
      from Rob & Rhonda Lindner 

In memory of

Bernard “Bernie” Petchenik 
      from Barbara & Burton Turek 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Barbara & Dennis Kessler 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Barbara Leibovitz & Family 

Fanny Berlin & Milton Firestone 
      from Barney & Lynne Firestone 

Judith Skolnik 
      from Burt Skolnik & Linda 
      Eisendrath 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Charles & Barbara Schwartz 

Lori Rubin 
      from Dan & Rory Rubin 

Harold Chizewer 
      from David Leib & Anne Gendler 

Harold Chizewer 
      from The Klein family 

Harry Mednick
       from Diane Gordon 

Leonard Andrews  
      from Donald & Alice Schindel 

 

Mina Andrews 
      from Donald & Alice Schindel 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Edwin & Judith Bederman 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Edwin & Judith Bederman 

Sally Abraham 
      from Gershen Abraham 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Gordon Lewin 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels
      from Hubert & Elaine Frank 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Jack & Sheila Marks 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Jack Kaplan & Marian  
      Macsai 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Jim & Carol Schuster 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Joel & Stacy Friedland 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Jonathan & Susan Kaden 

Sue Weiskopf
      from Judith & Jeffrey Golden 

Jerry G. Mason
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

 Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Joni Kaden Kaplan
      from Lauren & Bruce Kaden 

Elsie Kaden 
      from Lauren & Bruce Kaden 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Leo & Jill Bleiman 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Lila Bondy 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Linda & Harold Rosenson 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Linda Silverstein 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Marc & Cathy Horowitz 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Marilyn Meyers 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Marilyn Reinish & Julie Gold 

Ruberta Karasik 
      from Mark & Kendra Karasik 

Vic Rosenbaum 
      from Michael & Caren Wax 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Michael & Stephanie  
      Oettinger 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Natalie Belrose 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Peter & Carol Goldman 

Family yahrzeits 
      from Richard & Andrea Amend 

TRIBUTE FUNDS



33

TRIBUTE FUNDS

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Richard & Andrea Amend 

Beatrice Hillsberg 
      from Richard & Carol Hillsberg 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Harold Chizewer 
     from Richard Fleisher 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Richard Fleisher 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Robert & Barbara Benton 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Robert & Julie Schlossberg 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Robert & Julie Schlossberg 

Sarah Giller 
      from Robert & Sandra Silver 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Robert Mitchell 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

Donna Gottlieb 

      from Scott & Elizabeth Lassar 
      your brother 

      from Shelley Rochell 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Simcha & Steve Ackerman 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Solomon Goldberg Family      

      Foundation 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Steven & Jennifer Coren 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Susan Dickman 

Louis Pollack 
      from Susan Wellek 

Judge Joel Gerber 
      from Susan Wellek 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes 

Ely Liebow 
      from Wendy Liebow 

ADULT ENRICHMENT

from Frank Kronthal

In honor of

Allie Moffic’s Bat Mitzvah
      from Eugene & Karen Finerman

Rabbi Ike
      from Tom & Roberta Drewes 

In memory of

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Alan and Carol & Carol 
      Greene 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Ashley Plotnick & Seth  
      Schriftman 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Barbara & Dennis Kessler 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Bennett & Amy Plotnick 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Blair Brenner 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Charles & Gail Bagdade 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Diane & Michael Zidman 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Donald & Gail Goldstein 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Donald & Gail Goldstein 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Eugene & Karen Finerman 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Eugene & Karen Finerman 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Fern and Walter Pollack 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Fred & Brenda Turner 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Gary & Lynn Salit 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Janet Buckstein 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from John Cody & Linda Muskin 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels  
      from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Dr. Jerry Michaels 
      from Len & Mary Solof 
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Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Marcia K. Rosenbaum 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Mark Broutman & Sandra 

      Simon 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels  
      from Michael & Maxine Jacobson 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Nancy Hepner Goodman &  
      Alan Goodman 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
 from Natalie Belrose 

Dr. Jerrod Michaels 
      from Ronald Orgiefsky 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Robert & Alice Kohn 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Robert & Paula Berk 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Steven Wasserman &  
      Linda Alexander 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Wallace & Sue Roberts 

HUMAN NEEDS 

In honor of

Dottie Zoller & Stephen Epstein 
      from Barbara & Dennis Kessler 
 

Allie Moffic coming to the Torah as a 
Bat Mitzvah 

       from Lauren & Bruce Kaden

For Ukraine 
      from Nancy Kullman 

In memory of

Joel Gerber
      from Alan & Beverly Shurman  
      Lavitt 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Alan and Carol & Carol  
      Greene 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Bruce & Marcia Balonick 

Esther & Jack Chizewer 
      from David & Arline Kallick 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from David & Elaine Greenberg 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Gail Segal 

Joel Gerber 
      from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Philip Horwich 
      from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Lyla Marder 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Lyla Marder 

Lauren Stein 
      from Michael & Sharon Stein 

Joan Goldberg 
      from Michael & Sharon Stein 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Susan Wellek 

Marilyn Levin 
      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes 

LEV  LEARNING  DONATIONS

In memory of

Jotty Friedland 
      from Gay Sigel, Howard Epstein, 
      Elly & Jonah Sigel

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Lori Kramer

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Michael & Michelle Rapaport

Sue Weiskopf 
      from Donald & Gail Goldstein 

LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of

Ely. M. Liebow 
      from Franette Liebow 

Jo Baskin Minow 
      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

MORAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY

In memory of 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Andrew Dubin 

MUSIC FUND 

In honor of

The jewish rock radio sings concert 

      from Edwin & Judith Bederman 

Laura Sauer’s recent marriage

      from Evey & Julian Horwich 

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Cantor Jay 

      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

The Jewish Rock Radio Concert 
      from Murray & Joan Levin 

In honor of Todd Kessler for graciously 
leading Sunday’s children’s choir 

       from Rebecca & Michael Zakem 

Cantor Jay O’Brien thank you for  
bringing Jewish Rock Radio to Chicago  

     from Robert & Alice Kohn 

Dottie Zoller’s Wedding 

      from Robert & Julie Schlossberg 

Brad & Sherry Levin 

      from Ross & Susan Erlebacher 

In memory of

Jotty Friedland 

      from Amy Blechman 

Joel Gerber 

      from Bennett & Amy Plotnick 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Ellen & Lee Gussin 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
     from Hubert & Elaine Frank 

Jotty Friedland 
     from Kenneth & Marcia Denberg 

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Marc & Susan Benjamin 

Jotty Friedland 
      from Sherman & Miriam Gerber 

Harold Chizewer 
      from Sherman & Miriam Gerber 

Stanley Ulman 
      from Sue, Cary, Ben, Jackie,  
      Graham, Jason & Melissa Ulman 

Margie Ulman 

      from Sue, Cary, Ben, Jackie,  
      Graham, Jason & Melissa Ulman 

Jotham “Jotty” Friedland 

      from Susan Wellek 

MYMAKOM WOMEN

from Margaret & Mark Burka

In honor of

Allie Moffic’s Bat Mitzvah 
       from Bruce & Susan Dorn

Elaine Greenberg 
      from Michael & Michelle Rapaport 

With gratitude to

In thanks to and get well wishes for 
Judith Golden 
        from Janet Buckstein 

REFUGEE COLLECTION

from Barney & Lynne Firestone

In honor of

Marilyn Meyer’s 80th Birthday 

      from Irene & Samuel Shanes

In memory of

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Alan Berkelhamer & Hope  
      Hetico 

Robin Silberman Bucknell 
      from Brian & Martha Silberman 

Regina Spiegel  
      from Fred & Brenda Turner 

Rae Rosenfeld 
      from Julian & Evey Horwich

Harold Hizewer 
      from Richard Fleisher

Dear Lee, Alan, Janet, Cathy and  
Families: My deepest condolences on 
the passing of your beloved Mel. 

       from Richard Fleisher

Dr. Jerrold Michaels 
      from Robert Muriel & Kayme  
      Levin-Muriel

DONATIONS MADE IN HONOR 
OF RABBI DOV TAYLOR’S BOOK 
“TO LOVE AN IMPERFECT GOD”

Jarrold and Janet Wolf

Ross and Susan Erlebacher

Susan Wellek

Betsy & Scott Lassar

Barb & Denny Kessler

Holly & Jeff Krakow

Ronald and Cindy Eagle

Marlene Samson

Bruce and Laurie Kaden 

Marcie Bearman 

Wendy Bloom and Art Kessler 

Gay Sigel and Howard Epstein 
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Victor and Faye Morgenstern 

Jerry Rudman 

Ellen and Lee Gussin 

Richard Greenberg 

Julia M Gorelik 

Bernie Berkin 

Nancy Kullman 

Marcia and Ken Denberg 

Julie and Robert Schlossberg 

Gerald and Merle Lurie 

Ken and Jenny Peters 

Joanne Bernstein and Bob Bernstein 

 

Priscilla Kersten 

Joanie Holleb 

Phil Kaplan and Marica Bogolub

Marilyn Meyers 

Jeff Richardson 

Darryl & Michael Ebner

Isaac Serotta

Arvey Stone and Leslie Brookfield

Alyson Flicher 

Barbara and Ron Altman 

Burt Zirin 

Shelley Rochell

Larry and Susan Mason 

Alice Kohn 

Marla Brown 

Ellen Rubert 

Dottie Zoller

Stephanie Wynn

Laurence Segil

Margaret Burka

Alan Berkelhamer

Rachel Losoff

Adrienne and Michael Levin

David Kallick

William Echt

Diane Gordon

Judy Friedman 

Terri Merar

Jonathan and Susan Kaden

Ricki and Josh Lowitz

Beth and Nestor Sanchez

Arlene Gianni 

Avery Cohen

Marcia Denberg

Lynn and Gary Salit

Arnie and Judy Fox

Steven Cohn

Ellen Diamond

Marc and Cathy Horowitz

Rob Brock

Lee and Ellen Gussin

Laura Zuckerman  

Joan Bond 

Joan & Robert Williamson

Liliya Yanovsky

Carla Neufeld

Susan and Marc Benjamin

Judith Perlman

David & Arline Kallick

Gail Segal 

John Zuraw 

Kay Berkson

Jean-Yves & Beth Kainic

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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CLERGY & STAFF DIRECTORY

Rabbi Ike Serotta 
847.433.3059 

Rabbi Evan Moffic 
847.433.1370 

Cantor Jay O’Brien 
847.433.0694 

Ashley Plotnick
Director of 

Congregational Learning 

224.707.1775 

Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE
Director of 

Lifelong Learning 

847.433.3556 

Holly Krakow
Executive Director 

847.433.3557 

Staci Friedman
Communications and 
Engagement Manager 

847.433.3708 

Simcha Ackerman
Be Mitzvah 
Coordinator 

224.707.1757 

Stephanie Sohn
Executive Assistant 

224.707.1779 

Rikki Carl-Goldberg
Graphic Designer 

224.707.0905 

Sammi Krakow
Administrative Assistant 

224.707.0923 

Rabbi Emeritus Dov Taylor 
847.433.3555 

STAFF DIRECTORY
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Rabbi Isaac Serotta (rabbiike@mymakom.org)
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The Kehillah Quarterly deadline is the first of August, November, February and May. 
Any material received after that date will be held until the following issue 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00am - 5:00pm

Friday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

AFFILIATED WITH THE URJ SINCE 1955

facebook.com/mymakom 

@mymakom 

Makom Solel Lakeside 

https://www.mymakom.org


