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Israel has just gone through another election, and we here in America have also endured 

another campaign.  In Israel, a parliamentary system, no one party has enough seats to 

control the Knesset, Israel’s congress.  Benjamin Netanyahu’s party, Likud, is the largest party 

with about a quarter of the seats, half of what he needs to be Prime Minister.  To get across the threshold, he will have to bring 

several other smaller parties on board.  While he faces corruption charges in court himself, the only parties willing to come with 

him are the ultra-nationalist parties and the ultra-orthodox parties.  As a result, Israel’s next government is likely to be the most 

conservative in Israel’s seventy-five years of existence.

Leaders of the Religious Zionism party are angling to be minister of defense, and minister of police in the new government.  

This will give unprecedented power to roughly 10% of the voters.  Bezalel Smotrich has made homophobic and anti-Arab and 

anti-Reform Judaism statements in the past.  He would like to prohibit the Aliyah of Jews converted by non-orthodox rabbis.  

Itamar Ben Gvir is a felon, convicted for inciting racism, possession of propaganda materials and support of a terrorist  

organization.  It is no wonder with Netanyahu facing corruption charges that he and the leaders of Religious Zionism would 

like to inhibit the work of the Israeli court system for their own benefit.

As troubling to Reform Judaism and to all human rights as these developments are, it is important to put them into some  

perspective.  Israel’s democracy has its difficulties, but it is still a democracy.  It is a shame that a small group holds outsize  

power, but it should not be so unfamiliar to Americans.  Our democracy, too, is often beholden to small groups that have  

outsize power.  White supremacists are not a majority here, but they do seem to have power beyond their numbers.

How else would we be able to explain the ascendency of some American political leaders?  It does not mean that all who  

vote for a particular politician are white supremacists, but that sliver of the vote can mean the difference between defeat and  

victory.  It is difficult to know what any politician truly believes, but Rep. Kevin McCarthy, Speaker of the House posted an 

anti-Semitic tweet about Jewish money in politics in 2018. After an outcry from the Jewish community, he took it down but 

refused to admit it was antisemitic. His Republican colleagues elected him Leader, and now he is 3rd in line to the presidency.  

Rep. Steve Scalise is the House Majority Leader. He described himself as “David Duke without the baggage.” Rep. Tom Emmer 

is the House Majority Whip. Emmer accused Jewish billionaires of trying to buy Congress.  He never apologized.  Finally, Elise 

Stefanik is the House GOP Conference chair who supports Replacement Theory an antisemitic conspiracy theory that says  

Jews are bringing in immigrants to replace white Europeans in America.

The craziness of Jewish space lasers gets all the press, letting these leaders get away with saying horrific things with relatively 

little press.  No doubt there are Democrats who have said these horrible things, too, but so far, they have not been elected 

leaders of the conference and have often faced ridicule from other Democrats.  

And while we are talking about the sliver of racist homophobic voters who deliver victories, let’s remember that they are a 

small percentage of the overall vote.  As always all it takes for evil to prosper is for good people to do nothing. And when we 

FROM THE RABBI

After the Israeli Election 
Rabbi Ike Serotta

Article continued on page 19.
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FROM THE RABBI

In an upcoming section of the Torah, we read about a unique biblical establishment: the 
cities of refuge. These were places where those convicted of an accidental killing were sent. 
A city of refuge provided protection from retribution by the victim’s family. 

 
Our ancestors needed cities of refuge because of the cycle of violence. If a man killed someone, even in an accident, the victim’s 
family would seek revenge. This was common practice, as it still is in some parts of the world today.  
 
Our legal system has advanced since that time. We have the concept of manslaughter, an accidental killing, where the  
punishment is less. But we also still have cities of refuge. What are they?
 
They are the places we go to find relief when we make a mistake. They are the people we can turn to when we feel desperate  
and alone.
 
I hope our Makom is a metaphorical city of refuge for each of us. But we can find them in other places as well. Here are my criteria 
for a modern “city of refuge”: 
 
1. It reminds us of what matters most: I recently read a reflection by Rob Bell about his teenage years. Like many of us, he was 
often anxious and confused. Was he cool enough? Would he ever find his place? Was he going to go to the right college?
 
When he would visit his grandmother at her farm in Michigan, however, such questions no longer felt important. As he 
wrote,”But then I’d sit there in one of those wicker chairs and those questions would temporarily fade away, and I’d listen to  
that wind, and in those moments in that place everything was all was right even if it wasn’t.”
 
That’s a perfect description of a city of refuge.
 
2. Accepting: Having officiated at many weddings, I’ve noticed a perennial theme. Something powerful happens when a couple 
sees and accepts each other as they are. It’s a central component of love. Acceptance does not mean we stop growing. It means 
we have the safety to grow. It’s a place of refuge.
 
3. Hope: It is easy to pessimist these days. We can find hundreds of news stories proclaiming the world is in crisis for one reason 
or another.
 
But hope is our only option because despair leads to defeat. We rarely achieve something about which we despair. Instead, our 
nightmare becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy.
 
But a refuge is a place of hope. It’s a place of restoration.
 
In fact, “city of restoration” is as good as a translation of the original Hebrew as “city of refuge.” May we find such places in our  
own lives.

What Does Makom Mean Today? 
Rabbi Evan Moffic
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In 2020, I began working towards an Executive Master’s Degree in Jewish Educational 
Leadership at Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion.  This November,  
I had the privilege to travel to the HUC campus in Los Angeles, California to learn 
with Rabbi Ariel Burger. Rabbi Burger, Elie Wiesel’s teaching assistant, is the founding director and senior scholar 
of The Witness Institute, whose mission is to empower emerging leaders, inspired by the life and legacy of Elie 
Wiesel. During this 4 day intensive study, Rabbi Burger brought us into Elie Wiesel’s classroom, where the art of 
listening and storytelling conspire to keep memory alive. 

Elie Wiesel stated, “The knowledge that I have acquired must not remain imprisoned in my brain. I owe it to  
many men and women to do something with it. I feel the need to pay back what was given to me. Call it  
gratitude.” Through our actions, our Makom Solel Lakeside community embodies the values of gratefulness  
in a way that catalyzes personal and societal responsibility.  

Thankfulness and gratitude are different.  Thankfulness is an emotion, while gratitude is an attitude or behavior. 
Gratitude involves being thankful, but there is more to it. Sometimes our thanks are so casual or unexpected, 
that our gratitude seems to get lost. Gratitude means expressing thankfulness and being appreciative of life daily 
even when nothing exciting happens. When we intentionally look at gratitude through a Jewish lens, there is 
little that makes us more aware of the wonder in our lives than a sincere and heartfelt thank you. When we really 
practice gratitude from our hearts, we heighten our awareness of the gifts we already possess, we see that giving 
as well as receiving gratitude, and slowing down to take in the miracles that happen every day, satisfies the soul.

This week, I felt blessed and thankful to be in person with my family celebrating Thanksgiving. I am so thankful 
for all of you, your ongoing support, your friendship, our professional staff, our clergy, and the prospect and 
greatness that will come to us in 2023. 

L’Shalom,
Holly Krakow

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Reflections on Professional 
Learning 
Holly Krakow
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Chanukah - An Invite to Dedicate 
Your Light to our Makom Community 
Jen Gordon

Celebrating a minor holiday in a major holiday season takes dedication. And that is 
what Chanukah is all about as this holiday commemorates the rededication of the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem. 

As we start gathering together in person again, now is a great opportunity to rededicate ourselves to our faith and 
ourselves as a Jewish community. Opportunities are endless for all of us to have a reason to be back at Makom! One of 
the events I’m personally looking forward to is lighting candles with family and friends at Shabbat services on December 
23rd, when everyone brings in their hanukkiah from home to light together. It is such a beautiful service. 

This December, Makom has some great events and opportunities to be together supporting our fellow congregants: 

On Sunday, December 4th there is the Soul Farm and Sari Concert at 1 pm, free to attend (and also offered virtually)  
but a great opportunity to donate to our Ambulance Drive for Magen David Adom. Nine area congregations have  
joined together with a mission to raise enough funds for a new ambulance. Our Lev Learning students have also been 
contributing their tzedakah every week. It takes a village!

There will be an in-person Readers Theater on December 11 from 10 – 11:15 am, with bagels & lox starting at 9:30. Mary 
Solof will be directing our own Makom Players! Adult Enrichment is always an enjoyable start to a nice Sunday morning.

Having an urge to to do a Mitzvah this season? On Wednesday Dec. 14 Makom congregants will be at the Beth Emet 
Soup Kitchen in Evanston from 4:30 – 7 p.m. The soup kitchen will be a fully in person experience. We are looking for 8 
adults who will cook and serve. Each will be given a short list of ingredients to bring. Responsible kids, ages 6 to 15, are 
also able to join in this good deed. Whether you are a seasoned “cooker” or just want to help, you can participate in a 
friendly and worthwhile mitzvah. For more information or to volunteer, please contact Rich Amend, rich.amend@gmail.
com. If this date doesn’t work for your family, Rich can let you know when the next opportunity is to participate!

Also, we are finally able to have a community party in our Social Hall! Join in the fun at our 1st Annual Latke & Vodka Fest 
on Saturday December 17 from 7 pm – 9 pm. There will be the World Series of Dreidel, lots of latkes to taste, and festive 
beverages to enjoy at this 21+ celebration. All proceeds will benefit the Makom Community Fund, where we will  
hopefully raise enough so that we can have more fun events like this one in the future. RSVP today!

There are so many ways this coming year to think about setting an intention to honor the light we each offer to our  
community. I hope to see many of you at all of these events as we find more and more reasons to gather, celebrate,  
and enjoy our Makom community together.



6

TIKKUN OLAM FALL UPDATE

Here is a sample of the Tikkun Olam work we do at Makom Solel Lakeside. You can be a part of these efforts by donating your time 

and/or money.  We hope you will join us!

 

MAGEN DAVID ADOM

 

Makom Solel Lakeside and  8 other congregations have pledged a total of $115,000 to purchase an ambulance for Magen David 

Adom—the ambulance and blood service in Israel.  Magen David Adom receives no government funding.  Makom Solel Lakeside  

has pledged $25,000, so we are looking for support from the entire congregation!  No gift is too small.  Lev Learning has already  

committed all Tzedakah collected through the end of  2022 to this campaign.  We hope to complete our pledge by Hannukah.   

As part of the fundraising effort, a concert with Soulfarm and Sari will be held on December 4 at Makom Solel Lakeside.  Please  

watch MakomAtHome for details.

 

DEERFIELD FREE STORE

 

This is an on-going project of several faith communities that supports refugees in the Chicago area.  The Store is located at the  

former Holy Cross School in Deerfield.  Refugees shop there by appointment for one hour.  All items they choose are free!  Makom 

Solel Lakeside is helping to staff the store from 1-4 pm on the third Sunday of every month.  If you are interested in volunteering, 

please contact Laurie Feldman at  laurie12feldman@gmail.com.  Also, the store always needs donations of goods.  Please watch 

MakomAtHome for what items are needed as they change often.  You can drop off items at the Deerfield Free Store between 1-2 pm 

on Sundays, 5-7 pm on Tuesdays and 1-3 pm on Wednesdays.  To arrange for furniture pick-up please e-mail deerfieldfreestore@gmail.

com.  We appreciate your time and/or goods!

 

CHESED CIRCLE

 

The Chesed Circle, led by Amy Plotnick and Marilyn Meyers, is busy bringing comfort and assistance to congregants.  Chesed Circle 

provides holiday bags for Rosh Hashanah, Hannukah and Passover for people at assisted living facilities, nursing homes and those at 

home who need help.  The Chesed Circle also makes calls to mourners and so much more—giving congregants warm care!

TIKKUN OLAM FALL UPDATE
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MAGEN DAVID ADOM FUNDRAISER

Thank you for all of the gracious donations made 
to the Magen David Adom Ambulance Fundraiser!

MAGEN DAVID ADOM  
FUNDRAISER UPDATE

It’s not too late to donate -  
Bring your Tzadakkah to  
Shabbat Services or Lev Learning! 
Visit page 18 for more information  
on this ongoing fundraiser

Thank You!

Richard Greenberg &  

Katherine Friedman 

Len & Mary Solof

Scott & Ellen Goldsher

Merle D’Alba

Richard & Mary Schuster

Michael & Sharon Stein

Barney & Lynne Firestone

Betty S. & Robert B. Frank  
Charitable 

Hubert & Elaine Frank

Barbara & Dennis Kessler

Jack Kaplan & Marian Macsai

Wallace & Sue Roberts

Bob & Lynn Frank

Leslie Levine

Robert & Barbara Benton

Marilyn Fischman

 

Alan & Carol Greene

Marilyn Meyers

Tracy & Charles Muhl

Simcha Ackerman

Thank you also to the Lev Learning 
families who so generously  
contributed $700 in tzedakah for 
Magen David Adom!  
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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ADULT ENRICHMENT WINTER SCHEDULE

December
SoulFarm & Sari Concert

Readers Theatre

This year our staged reading from The Makom Players, 
will include selections from “Nothing Serious” by Rich 
Orlo�. Join us as we explore a few di�erent aspects 
of love and relationships through the comedic lens 
of  Mr. Orlo�.

Examining the December Wars

Join Professor Ben Zeller as he examines the 
December Wars. How has the commercialization 
of the Winter holidays changed our experiences?

BREAK

January
BREAK

Happy New Year, But It’s Not the Year You Think. *

Imagine a Dan Brown thriller that actually happened! 
Calculating the A.D. chronology, a medieval monk makes 
a mistake.  This leads to an eleven-century-long cover-up.  
There are bribes and threats, powerful interests versus 
threadbare scholars.  And when the truth is �nally 
revealed. Historian and humorist Eugene Finerman is 
eager to tell you.  He will be our guide through the 
politics and intrigues lurking behind our calendar.

Black Meta-Oppression, Movin to the End of 
Rainbows, and Jewish Tzdakah/T’Shuvah

Join Professor and Chairperson of the Philosophy 
Department at Loyola University Jacqueline Scott,  as she 
discusses the topic of "Today, you do not fast in such a 
way as to make your voice heard on high": On Black 
Meta-Oppression, Movin’  to the End of Rainbows, and 
Jewish Tzdakah/T’Shuvah

No Safe Haven *
Join Sophie Lombardo as she discusses: No Safe 
Haven? Universal Jurisdiction, War Crimes, and the 
Search for Justice

Jewish Poetry for Heart & Mind

Join Pam Wax as she leads us on the topic of Jewish 
Poetry for Heart and Mind: an overview and 
discussion of Jewish poetry through the ages, from 
the Bible to today. Questions that will be discussed: 
What makes a poem Jewish? What makes a poem 
a poem?

February

Lyndon Johnson, Vietnam, and The 
Presidency: The Speech of March 31, 1968 *

Join Professor David Zarefsky as he leads this riveting 
discussion on the Kenneth vs. Montague Presidential 
Rhetoric Series.

Miracles of the Ordinary: A Journey to 
Everyday Spirituality

Join community activist, scholar, and teacher, 
Rabbi Michael Zedek as he leads us in this discussion.

Choosing Judaism Panel * 
Join us for a discussion on Choosing Judaism with 
our panel leaders: Jen Gordon, Michael Buss, Laura 
Sauer, Susan Kaden, and Lou Hellebusch.

The Reform Movement in Israel

Join historian and scholar of Jewish thought, 
Dr. David Barak of Israel Institute while he discusses  
the Reform Movement in Israel - Contemporary 
Successes and Challenges.
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WINTER SCHEDULE
10:00am - 11:00am

Refer to weekly email for the participation link

* In-person & Virtual
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Beyond Winning and Losing: The 
Blessing of Sarah and Hagar 
Cantor Jay O’Brien

FROM THE CANTOR

The past few weeks we have heard a lot of talk about the midterm elections. Pundits  

ofevery variety have poured over the results, offering their analysis and predictions as to 

the course of American politics. Leaving aside our questions and concerns about the future, the political contest itself 

offers many interesting parallels to stories and narratives we find in the first book of Torah, the book of Genesis.

Apart from the famous account of the creation of the world, Genesis includes many famous stories about the early 

history of humanity, and Israel’s ancestors and the origins of the Jewish people. While reading Genesis throughout 

this election cycle, one story in particular stood out as being particularly relevant: the story of Abraham, Sarah, and 

Hagar.

While many recognize Abraham and Sarah as the patriarch and matriarch of the Jewish people, Hagar is an equally 

important character within Genesis. We first read about her as being the maidservant of Sarah. During the many years 

in which Sarah is unable to bear children, Sarah offers her maidservant Hagar to Abraham in the hopes of bearing a 

child for posterity: “And Sarai said to Abram, “Look, the Lord has kept me from bearing children. Pray, come to bed 

with my slave girl [Hagar]. Perhaps I shall be built up through her.” (Gen. 16:1-2)

Hagar conceives and eventually gives birth to Abraham’s first son, Ishmael. Even though this is the intended result of 

their plan, Hagar’s pregnancy changes the power dynamic between herself and Sarah: “Hagar… saw that her mistress  

(Sarah) had become slight in her eyes… Sarah harassed her and [Hagar] fled from her.” (Gen. 16:7)

It is easy to see how and why Sarah could feel threatened by Hagar. As the mother of Abraham’s heir, Hagar becomes 

emboldened and stands up to Sarah’s attempts at intimidation. Sarah begins to see Hagar as competition, two  

individuals vying for elevated status within their shared family circle.

The situation becomes even more untenable when Sarah  becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son of her own,  

Isaac. The competition between Sarah and Hagar now spills over into the lives of their children. Sarah considers Hagar 

and her son Ishmael to be a threat to the future inheritance of Isaac:

“And Sarah saw the son of Hagar [Ishmael]… laughing [at Isaac]. And she said to Abraham, ‘Drive out this slave girl 

and her son, for her son shall not inherit with my son Isaac.’ And the thing seemed evil in Abraham’s eyes because of 

his son.” (Gen 21:10-11)

Abraham is now confronted with a terrible choice: he must either send Ishmael and Hagar out into the desert to 

Article continued on page 15.
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It is with great pleasure that Cari and Michael Strauss share that their daughter, Channing Jaxsyn 

Strauss, will become a Bat Mitzvah on December 10th, 2022.  Channing is a 7th grader at Caruso Mid-

dle School in Deerfield and is the older sister to Sennett (10).  Channing’s grandparents, Nancy and 

Marvin Himmelstein of Riverwoods, could not be prouder of this accomplishment.  In her free time, 

Channing loves to play lacrosse, tennis, and dance on the Fusion Dance Team.  She also loves to cud-

dle with her dog, Mack and spend time with her friends.  Channing loves to spend her summers at her 

home away from home Lake Of The Woods in Decatur, MI.  For Channing’s mitzvah project, she has chosen to support those in the 

foster care system.  As a family that fosters children, Channing has learned the hardships firsthand that foster children go through.  

She will be collecting gift cards for teenagers and diapers for infants in the foster care system.  

Channing Jaxsyn Strauss

WINTER 2022 BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

BE MITZVAH SPOTLIGHT

Charlotte Schrimmer, a 7th grader at Edgewood Middle School, will be called to the Bimah for her 

becoming a Bat Mitzvah on February 11.  Charlotte is an avid tennis player spending 4 days a week 

playing her sport and has competed in various tournaments. Additionally, she is a school bassist who 

was acknowledged for her skills on the bass by being invited to perform with the Illinois Musical 

Education Association.  Charlotte comes from two beautiful cultural backgrounds with her father’s 

German Jewish ancestry and her mother’s Jamaican Christian background, which have helped shape 

her to the wonderful young woman she has become.  As part of her cultural journey, she recognized the importance in her Bat 

Mitzvah service and has worked hard in that time to learn to read Hebrew and chant the Torah.

Charlotte Schrimmer
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During the early winter of 2020 who knew that being familiar with Zoom, inside and out, would be a resume builder?  

Now it seems like second hand for our adult learners who have followed in the footsteps of our Lev learning students 

to become adept at attending a zoom lecture.  I have always been a proponent of technology and of course of  

learning.  Covid forced our hand and made schools, congregations and work places to use online technology.   

In the article by Jonathan Krasner, we learn the following:

“Unlike K-12 education, adult education is not burdened by codified organizational and pedagogical forms. – indeed 

to the providers of Jewish adult education more generally – that extended beyond the already daunting prospect of 

migrating their courses to an online platform while bringing along a student population of mostly digital immigrants, 

some of whom were intimidated by the prospect of online learning.”

Our digital immigrants learned quickly, and we were on our way.  We have been blessed by a very hard-working 

senior staff which provides daily content for our congregants for the past 3 years.  We have online classes 4 days of 

the week as well as Torah study, Shabbat minyan and Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment.  Attendance at all our online 

classes has increased tenfold from before Covid.  We have successfully created an online Makom community. To this 

end we also present every Sunday morning program as multi-access, both virtual and sometimes in person.  Our 

adults have jumped into the virtual world of learning with a passion.

I know, too, that everyone has also been enjoying coming back in person.  We do have some Adult Enrichment in  

person, and we continue\ to create an in person community.  We have had over 86 families join over the past two 

years.  Many empty nesters have joined our adult community and participate in our classes, book groups, Adult  

Enrichment and Weekend Shabbat gatherings.  I loved wearing name tags during the High Holy Days and we also 

wear them at Adult Enrichment sessions.  I encourage everyone to come to our next in person Adult Enrichment, 

check your Makom@home for the dates.  Be sure to wear a name tag so you can introduce yourself to one another.  

Although the Jewish New Year was in September, January is a great time to meet new friends and try out just one  

of our fabulous adult classes or programs. Feel free to get in touch with me if you have any suggestions for new  

programs.

 

Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE

Director of Lifelong Learning

 

Lifelong Learning Online 
Vanessa M. Ehrlich

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF LIFELONG LEARNING
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING

A Hasidic saying reminds us, “In every person there is something, which is in no one else.  

And so we should honor each for what is hidden within them.”  What does it mean to honor?  

In Hebrew, the word for honor, kavod, is closely connected to the word meaning heavy, kaved.  When we show others honor, 

we feel the weight, the drawing in, the full presence of what individual needs are calling to us at each moment.  Most  

importantly, we do so with compassion.  Abraham Joshua Heschel writes, “worship without compassion is worse than 

self-deception; it is an abomination.” The same is true for relationships; compassion is essential.  

 In the Talmud, Ben Zoma says, “Who has honor?  One who honors others.”  Similarly, the book of Proverbs states, “One who 

disgraces his fellow is heartless.”  We are taught to hold others with honor, and to avoid disgracing at all costs, yet we have 

to ask the question - is everyone deserving of honor?   Of course I too wrestle with this question, but I choose to believe 

that the spark of God resides within us all, even when it is obscured by trauma, when it is covered by so much soot that 

only a tiny resemblance of light remains.  Susana Heschel writes, “if we are created in the image of G!d, each human being 

should be a reminder of G!d’s presence.”  Her father, Abraham Joshua Heschel, stated, “we all died in Auschwitz, yet our faith 

survived.”  His family was murdered, and still he chose hope, love, and compassion, choosing to live with an open heart 

throughout his life.  All the more so can we make this choice.  May it be so. 

On Honor 
Ashley Plotnick
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EVERY VOICE, EVERY NITE/GREEN GROUP UPDATE

A HUGE Todah Rabah to our wonderful Makom members who demonstrated Tikkun Olam by stepping up to write, address, 
decorate, and stamp postcards from August through October leading up to the November 8 election. Makom volunteers  
completed 4,000 postcards, urging people to vote on the important issues facing them.  

In 2020, the Reform Movement launched Every Voice, Every Vote, a Civic Engagement Campaign with a focus on combatting 
voter suppression, particularly the votes and voices of Communities of Color. As Reform Jews, we are called to continue the 
fight for racial justice and fulfill the sacred work of creating a more just, compassionate, and whole world. Partnering with the 
Center for Common Ground’s Reclaim Our Vote Campaign, nine states were identified, all having significant populations of 
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color with low voter participation.
 
The Reform Jewish Movement’s 2022 Every Voice, Every Vote Campaign is a nonpartisan effort, grounded in our Jewish values 
and commitment to racial justice, to strengthen our democracy by encouraging and protecting voter participation. As Reform 
Jews, we believe democracy is strongest when the electorate reflects the population – and it suffers when citizens are shut out 
from the democratic process. Voting is how we determine our future. It is how we fulfill the Talmudic teaching that a ruler is 
not to be appointed unless the community is first consulted. It is our prayer. It is our voice.

At this writing, we don’t yet know the results of the election, but I know you join me in hoping for a resounding Democratic 
victory.  

L’Shalom, Ellen Gussin

EVERY VOICE, EVERY VOTE

As we look to the last quarter of 2022, the Makom Solel Lakeside Green Group is feeling a sense of progress and  
accomplishment.  We are very excited to have new members, and especially Isaac Schlanger who is enthusiastically  
representing our youth. 

Since the last Kehillah, the Green Group has suggested two adult enrichment programs, educating congregants about the 
Arava Institute and Hazon both of which are Jewish organizations that address environmental issues.

A beautiful  November morning brought a 3rd Nature Walk with plans to continue the program in the spring.  

Blair Brenner facilitated a very successful electronics collection and paper shredding event, where we collected 207 lb. of  
electronics, and 900 lb. of paper and kept 31 metric tons of CO2 saved from entering the environment, while saving 7.65  
trees.  Through One Tree Planted, Blair planted 25 trees thanking participants. 

We approach the holiday season with a Make Less Waste dinner that will model ways all of us can reduce waste and have a 
good time at holiday celebrations and throughout the year.  Watch for the December Eco-tip to help with Less Waste Wrapping 
and Gift-giving.

GREEN GROUP UPDATE
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CANTOR O’BRIENS ARTICLE CONTINUED

die, or disobey Sarah and further complicate the future of Isaac. At this moment in the narrative, the voice of G-d speaks to 

Abraham: “Let is not seem evil in your eyes on account of the lad and on account of your slave girl. Whatever Sarah says to you, 

listen to her voice, for through Isaac shall your seed be acclaimed. But the slave girl’s son, too, I will make a nation, for he is 

your seed.” (Gen. 21:12-13)

With G-d’s reassurance as to their safety, Abraham eventually abides by Sarah’s wish and leaves Hagar and Ishmael in the 

desert to die. The Torah continues that just when Hagar and Ishmael give up all hope, the voice of G-d returns and directs the 

mother and son to a fresh well of water. “G-d opened [Hagar’s] eyes and she saw the a well of water, and she went and filled 

the skin with water and gave the to the lad to drink.” (Gen. 21:19) In the prologue of this story, we are told “G-d was with  

[Ishmael], and he grew up and dwelled in the wilderness.” (Gen. 21:20)

There are many reasons to appreciate this story. First, we can enjoy the artistry and nuance with which the Torah presents 

characters like Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar. We can understand each of their motivations on a personal level, enabling this 

story resonate with our own modern notions of psychology and human nature. Secondly, the Hebrew words themselves add 

another layer of meaning and significance to the narrative. Consider the name Hagar, a Hebrew word that means “the  

stranger” (the pre-fix “ha” means the, and the word “gar” meaning stranger or foreigner). Understanding Hagar’s name as  

the “the stranger,” emphasizes her marginalized status within her society and within the family circle of Abraham and Sarah.

There are several interesting conclusions we can draw by juxtaposing the story Sarah and Hagar with the events of the current 

election cycle. To begin with, this story illustrates how animosity between opponents is oftentimes rooted in one another’s 

own insecurities. This story also demonstrates how petty conflicts can easily escalate, when competitors resort to intimidation 

and violence in the aim of outdoing one another. Lastly, this story serves as a prescient reminder that no matter which side 

wins or loses, the fate of opponents is always interconnected.

L’shalom, 
Cantor Jay O’Brien

 

CANTOR O’BRIEN’S ARTICLE CONTINUED
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

We are blessed to continuously welcome new members 
to our Makom Solel Lakeside Community!

Denise & Jeffrey Goldberg

Emmy & Michael Cohen

Rachel & Robert Silverstein

Frank Kronthal

Lauren & Marc Cornfield

Haley & David Bloom

Marla & Howard Miller

Scott Schwartz & Beth Kalish

Irene Hoffman

Taryn & Brett Stein

Ken Richman

Susan & C. Alan Myers

Shawna & Joe Nagel

Ronald May

Gary & Laurie Plotnick

Welcome to all our new members!
Brenda & Sergey Taitler

Andrew & Melissa Zall

Adam & Elissa Whiteman

Irit Hotle

Chuck & Rebecca Dushman

Jodi & Scott Rush

Jamie Charisse Kosova

Dine & Michael Collins

Katie & Brad Slater

Shari & Bradley Weiss

Gena Khodos & Brian Battle

Samantha & Corey Shapiro

Alex & Rongrong Silverberg

Jeffrey & Joan Less

Faith & Todd Rosenberg
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Welcome to all our new members!

To the family of Elaine Lazar Grant, sister of Enid Block 

 

To the family of Brian Spring, son of Linda and Tom 

Spring, husband of Mara, father of Hannah, Hailey and 

Henry, brother of Alison (Jeff) Solotoroff and uncle of 

Sarah. 

To the family of Cherie Geller, mother of Elizabeth 

Geller (Evan Rullman) and Guadalupe Moran 

To the family of Dave Stratton  

To the family of Burton S. Turek, husband of Barbara 

Turek, father of Heidi (Kenneth) Small, Bonnie  

(Greggory) Brody and the late Evan (Joan) Turek.  

Stepfather of Lauren (Damin) Tarlow, Jason (Darrah) 

Greenberg, Eric Greenberg and the late Jesse Saxton 

To the family of Howard Smith, husband of Joan  

Smith, father of Barbara (Tim Burroughs) Smith, 

and the late Bruce Smith, grandfather of Jacob and 

Jeremy Burroughs, and Abigail, Douglas, and Elizabeth 

Smith

To the family of Eleanor “Elly” Lieberman, mother of 

Elizabeth (James) Keller and Peter (Melissa) Lieberman. 

Grandmother of Joshua (Clara Yom) and Jonathan Keller 

and Lara, Alexandra and Caroline Lieberman, great 

grandmother of Junho Keller 

To the family of William “Bill” Petasnick, beloved 

husband of Irene Thompson and the late Bobbe nee 

Malkin. Loving father of David (Jen) Petasnick and 

Ellen (Michael) Razzoog and stepfather of John (Amy) 

Thompson. Proud grandfather of Sam, Grace, and 

 Isabella Petasnick, Zach and Olivia Razzoog, and  

Charlie Thompson. Brother of Jerry (Barbara)  

Petasnick and Lois (the late Earl) Nudelman 

To the family of Judy Bederman, wife of Edwin “Ed” 

Bederman, mother of Eric (Susan) Bederman and Jill 

(Jimmy) Greenfield, grandmother of Evan, Mia, Casey 

and Eli. 

CONDOLENCES

To our very own Executive Director, Holly Krakow 
for her participation this past fall at the NATA  
Conference and for all of her hard work and  
devotion to Makom Solel Lakeside. We are so  
grateful for all you do!

CELEBRATIONS & SILVER LININGS

To Barbara and Robert Benton on celebrating their 60th 
anniversary. 

 

 
 

LIFE CYCLE WITH MAKOM
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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RABBI SEROTTA’S ARTICLE CONTINUED

RABBI SEROTTA’S ARTICLE CONTINUED

don’t do enough for positive change negative things happen.  In the last French election, the ultra-nationalist Marine LePen  

received more than 40% of the vote.  We can be pleased that the ultra-nationalist vote in Israel is only 10%, but we can’t wait 

and assume this will blow over in Israel, America or France.

In the years to come it will be harder than ever to build a government that embraces human and economic rights and  

dignity. But that is the goal.  We need to continue to support grassroots efforts for human rights and human  

interconnectedness, bringing people together to work for the good of the planet and all the people that live on it.   

It will not be easy, and we have no illusions that we will ever finish the work, but now is not a time for complacency,  

it is a time to settle in for the long haul and bring as much light as we can into the darker corners of democracy.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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HANUKKAH TRIVIA

PUZZLES WITH MAKOM
Answer key: 1. Shamash 2. Olive 3. Window 4. Dedication 5. Latkes 6. False  

7. Dreidel 8. Maccabees 9. Eight 10. Sufganiyot 11. True 12. Right

What
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NEW WAYS TO SHARE A LIFE’S BLESSINGS

Ways to recognize people you love and occasions that are meaningful

Located in the gallery 
area off our main 
lobby, our Tree of Life 
commemorates life’s 
joyous occasions. You 
may purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) 
or a stone ($1,800).

Kiddush Cups hold a personal significance 
to Rabbi Serotta. Honor him and support 
Makom Solel Lakeside by purchasing a cup 
to add to the collection housed in the 
display case that is designed to emulate a 
Torah scroll. On every Shabbat, the cup for 
that particular week will be used for 
the service. 
• Each cup comes with a customizable, 
    engraved message.
• You can select from cups that the office
    has to offer, or you may contribute your
    own.
• You can choose a date that is of special
    importance to you.
• The weekly Kiddush Cups (including the
    engraving) are $500; there are also
    major Jewish holiday cups available for 
    a higher amount

The display is located in the south lounge 
across from the Administrative Wing. 

Located in the east 
corridor near the chapel, 
our Memorial Tree is a 
legacy to those who have 
passed but who left a 
strong imprint on the lives 
they touched. You may 
purchase and custom 
inscribe a leaf ($180) or 
a Hebrew letter ($1800). 
The Hebrew letters 
translate to ‘may their 
memories be a blessing’.

Most of us are fortunate to have fostered rich and rewarding relationships with family 
members, special friends and mentors. These associations are often tracked 

by major life cycle events such as birth, b’nai mitzvah, marriage, 
baby namings, anniversaries, honorific events and death.

What better way to express your affection than to participate in a permanent 
acknowledgment that offers opportunity for personalization as well as support for our 

synagogue community. As a result of the consolidation between the two congregations, 
there are now three ongoing displays earmarked for recognition possibilities:

Tree of Life Kiddush Cup Display Memorial Tree

ALL RECOGNITION DISPLAY PURCHASES ARE 100% TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS.
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Making a Gift
Would you like to make a donation in honor of or in memory of a family member or close friend 

through Makom Solel Lakeside? Choose among several funds to direct your contribution to 
the cause you believe is most appropriate.

Fill out checks to Makom Solel Lakeside and designate your fund preference on the memo line; 
or call/email Stephanie at ssohn@mymakom.org for payment by credit card, stock, 

or alternative arrangement.

General Fund

Provides the Officers and Directors ultimate flexibility 
to use financial gifts where they are needed most.

Human Needss

Includes Tikkun Olam / Social Action initiatives, 
contributions to worthy social justice institutions, and 
support for members who require some form of financial, 
emergency or life-sustaining assistance.

Shalom Circle

Promoted by clergy, the fund supports enhanced 
programing for all ages and collaborates with all areas of 
Makom Solel Lakeside to create innovative, impactful, 
engaging opportunities in terms of interfaith dialogue, 
music, provocative intellectual stimulation, and 
impassioned spiritual experiences both within and 
outside the walls of the synagogue.

Security Fund

Help to safeguard the Makom Solel Lakeside building, its 
children, members and staff. Pays for security guards at all 
worship events, Lev Learning / Religious School classes, and 
many special events. Also finances ongoing training 
programs and security enhancements to our physical 
structure.

Legacy Funds

L’dor V’dor. Nothing is more important than the legacy we 
leave. The strength of our endowment and bequest funds is 
the gift we give to our children. This is how we can pass on 
wondrous moments we have gleaned from our years at 
Makom Solel Lakeside and our legacy congregations. 
Support in this way allows us to provide future generations 
with the lessons and luster of our experience. And fund 
investment income helps us with current operations.

Lev Learning (religious school)

Helps to finance our fabulous religious school and Hebrew 
curriculum including our wide-ranging madrichim program, 
our vibrant youth group and a host of special projects and 
activities. 

Adult Enrichment

Helps to finance a wide variety of Sunday morning speakers, 
Tuesday night clergy classes, film and book groups, travel 
opportunities, morning minyans and a number of events 
that keep Makom Solel Lakeside rich, vibrant and fulfilling 
from college age to senior status. 

myMakom Women

This organization inspires the women of our congregation 
to connect in many different ways all through a Jewish lens. 
Donations support a variety of social, spiritual and educa-
tional experiences. The group also has a firm commitment 
to social justice.

Music

Helps to support our outstanding volunteer choir, 
professional musicians and the special programs led by 
Cantor Jay O’Brien. This fund also provides financial 
assistance to help finance our High Holy Day vocal 
quartet, to purchase needed sheet music and other 
sound equipment.

Building Fund

Similar to our homes, the Makom Solel Lakeside facility 
requires ongoing investment to maintain a clean, well-run 
operation in which all components are properly monitored 
and in good repair: HVAC, kitchen, plumbing, electric, 
lighting, painting, landscaping, etc.: all must be managed 
and funded.

Rabbi Evan Moffic Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Moffic but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Rabbi Isaac Serotta Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Rabbi Serotta but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. 

Cantor Jay O’Brien Discretionary Fund

The use of these funds will be determined by and at the 
discretion of Cantor O’Brien but will be consistent with the 
values of Makom Solel Lakeside. Makom Solel Lakeside

1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
(847) 433 - 3555 | www.mymakom.org

MAKING A GIFT
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RABBI SEROTTA  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

from Darren Fabric

from the Crone Family Foundation

from Cherie Geller

from James & Laurie Borman

from Michelle Scarpino

from Gregory & Yakov Mayzus

from Alvin Klein

In honor of

Our wedding celebration that Rabbi 
Ike officiated 

       from Bryan Epstein 

Rabbi Serotta 

       from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

Rabbi Serotta for leading a beautiful 
High Holiday service and for doing a 
wonderful job at my father’s funeral  

       from Todd & Lisa Lesser 

In memory of

Marilyn and Bernie Miller 
      from Adam & Elissa Whiteman 

Gene Kahan, Father of Lisa Lesser, 
and Grandfather of Becca Hersh 

      from Eric Hersh 

Gene Kahan 

      from Gloria Sacks 

Lois Cohen 

       from Jeffrey & Elissa Halpern 

Lynda Maram 

       from Joyce Lyon 

Sol Shanaman 

       from Launa Shanaman 

Jerome Levine 

       from Leslie Levine 

Cherie Geller 

      from Marcia K. Rosenbaum 

Kathy Parrot 

      from Rick & Debra Shandling 

Cherie Geller 

      from Robert & Barbara Benton 

In memory of Lynda Maram, a  
brilliant, kind, fun, generous woman. 
May her memory always be a blessing. 
Condolences to sweet Bernie and her 
beautiful, loving family.  

      from Roberta Heinrich

With gratitude to

Rabbi Ike for doing Brooklyn’s baby 
naming/baptism ceremony for us 

      from Kristin Burtaine 

RABBI MOFFIC  
DISCRETIONARY FUND 

from Nancy & Boris Umansky

In honor of

Rabbi Moffic 
      from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

The naming of Jamie & Dylan Lidov
      from Jordan & Jennifer Parker 

In memory of

Gerald Reese

      from Edie Reese & Phil Goldberger 

Iris Kirshner
      from Fred & Brenda Turner

With gratitude to

Happy & Healthy New Year to the 
entire Makom Family
       from Robert & Belinda Brock

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND 

from Laurence & Deborah Segil

from Cherie Geller

from Howard & Judy Friedman

In honor of

The stirring music. Hallelujah! 

      from Alan & Carol Greene 

Cantor Jay 

      from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

Kindness shown during High Holidays. 
Thank you Cantor Jay and Holly!!! 

      from Lynda Dresher

In memory of

Morrey Greenberg 

      from David & Elaine Greenberg 

Judy Bederman 

      from Leonard & Phyllis Adams 

TRIBUTE FUNDS

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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Sheila Hollander 
      from Marc & Susan Benjamin 

Judy Bederman
      from Marliss Levin & Gil Levy 

Lynda Maram 
      from Michael & Darryl Ebner

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

from Stu & Shel Hirsh

from Dr. Martin Allen

In honor of

High Holy Day Services 
      from Anne & Steven Wold 

All of the Clergy, choir and staff for 
wonderful High Holy Day services 

      from M.L. Propp 

Moving and heartfelt holiday services 

      from Michael Schrimmer 

In memory of

Judy Bederman 

      from Jerrold & Janet Wolf

Saundra Zessar 

      from Marvin & Saundra Zessar 

GENERAL FUND

from Janet Freed

from Sharon M. Gordon

from Craig & Shari Weil

from Shelly & David Fishman

from Jennifer & Jordan Parker

from Stu & Shel Hirsh

from David & Sophia LaForce

from Mitchell Kapnick

from David & Lisa Helfand

from Daniel & Emily Mysel

from Karen & Eugene Finerman

from Irene Hoffman

In honor of
 

Holly Krakow for her hard work always 
      from Anne & Steven Wold 

Joslyn Klein’s Bat Mitzvah 
      from Floyd & Frances Babbitt 

Linda Chizewer’s special birthday 
      from Jacki and Shelly 

Torah Study Group 
      from Gerald Frank 

The administrative staff 
      from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

David Macknin’s milestone birthday 
      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

The 60th anniversary of Bob & Babs 
Benton Congratulations on this  
milestone occasion with love 

      from Richard & Mary Schuster

Elinor Tolpin’s 100th birthday 
      from Thomas & Suzanne Tolpin 

In memory of

Judy Bederman 
     from Avery Cohen & Susan  
     Shulman 

Judy Bederman
      from Bernard Berkin &  
      Yvonne Kant 

Lisa Shapiro 
      from Brian & Nancy Pastroff 
 

Lynda Maram 

      from Floyd & Shari Keene 

Malcolm Gordon 

      from Gregg & Pamela Hollander 

Lynda Maram 

      from James & Carol Schuster 

Gene Kahan 

      from Jill Rickel 

Judy Bederman

      from Joel & Stacy Friedland 

Judy Bederman

      from Joyce Schrager 

Brian Spring 

      from Leonard & Phyllis Adams 

Richard & Babette Hirsch 

      from Marc & Cathy Horowitz 

Lillian Horowitz 

      from Marc & Cathy Horowitz 

Diane Felsenthal 

      from Marlene Samson 

Dennis Black. Thinking of Denny  
and missing him 

      from Marlene Samson 

Brian Spring 

      from Martin & Nancy Karp 

Judy Bederman

      from Meredith Potter 

Gail Goldstein 

      from Penelope Whiteside 

 

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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Judy Bederman

      from Richard Fleisher 

Lynda Maram 

      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Cherie Geller 

       from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Howard Smith 

      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Burt Turek 

      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Judy Bederman

      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

Shira Tali Kolel 

      from Sandra & David Kaminsky 

Lynda Maram 

      from Stu & Shel Hirsh 

Helen Pollack 

      from Susan Wellek

With gratitude to

The Rabbis for letting me participate in 
the Torah class 
      from Albert Erlebacher

Rabbi Ike for officiating at our  
wedding!! 
      from Daniel & Alisa Zucker

Simcha, Cantor Jay, Rabbi Moffic & 
Rabbi Serotta for all they did in  
preparing Lucas for his Bar Mitzvah. 

      from Richard Greenberg &  
      Katharine Friedman 

 

ADULT ENRICHMENT

from Florence & Laurence Spungen

from Judith & Jeffrey Golden

from Evey & Julian Horwich

In honor of

Diane Gordon

      from Shoshana Friedmn

In memory of

Alice Berkin 

      from Bernard Berkin & Yvonne        
      Kant 

Ellie Leiberman 

      from Jeffery & Judith Golden 

Mr.Howard Smith 

      from Robert & Barbara Benton 

Judy Bederman

      from Sue Wellek 

HUMAN NEEDS

from Rand & Susan Thomas

from Dottie Zoller & Stephen Epstein

In honor of

The Ehrlich Family in honor their new 
grandson, Max 

       from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Linda Chizewer’s Special Birthday

      from Jacqueline Chizever 

The Plotnick Family in honor of  
Noah’s Bar Mitzvah 

       from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Noah Schriftman’s Bar Mitzvah 

      from Susan Wellek 

Jocelyn Klein’s bat mitzvah 

      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes 

In memory of

Judy Bederman 
      from Jeffery & Judith Golden 

Burton S Turek 
      from Jonathan & Susan Kaden 

Lynda Maram 
      from Laura Berger 

Jerome Klein 
      from Lauren & Bruce Kaden 

LEV  LEARNING  DONATIONS

In honor of

Simcha preparing me to read my  
Torah Portion! 

       from Deborah Heywood 

Noah Schriftman’s BeMitzvah 

      from Richard & Mary Schuster 

In memory of

Ruthie & Herb Wander 

      from Dan Wander 

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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LIBRARY FUND 

In memory of

Cherie Geller 

      from Mark & Margaret Burka 

Howard Smith 

      from Mark & Margaret Burka

MISCELLANEOUS 

In memory of

Brian Spring-Trust fund for the  
spring family  

      from Scott & Elizabeth Lassar 

MORAINE TOWNSHIP FOOD 
PANTRY

In memory of

Peter Gerber 

      from Marilyn Meyers 

MUSIC FUND

from Barbara & Dennis Kessler

from Glenn Stern

from Barb Sered-Zabelin

from Kenneth & Marcia Denberg

In honor of

Mazel Tov on the birth of a new  
grandson 

      from Arlene & Phil Fine 

Cantor O’Brien 

      from Barb Sered-Zabelin 

Leonard Cohen Concert 

      from Bennett & Amy Plotnick 

The Leonard Cohen musical  
presentation 

      from Burt Skolnik & Linda  
      Eisendrath 

Russell Stern

      from Darryl & Michael Ebner 

Susan Benjamin & Cantor Jay O’Brian 
for the wonderful musical program 
about Leonard Cohen 

      from Debora Pinzur 

All the Clergy for a meaningful  

High Holy Days 

      from Ed & Judy Bederman 

Sarah Appel and everyone  
responsible for the beautiful music 
during the High Holy Days 

       from Ilene Gast 

Susan Benjamin and Cantor Jay 

      from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

The Choir 

      from Joanne & Robert Zitter 

Susan Benjamin 

      from Karen Rosenberg 

Jay and the wonderful music he 
brings to all of us 

      from Kenneth & Marcia Denberg 

Richard Boldrey 

      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Leonard Cohen Concert

      from Michele & Arnold Slutsky 

Cantor Jay 

      from Victor & Faye Morgenstern 

The Leonard Cohen program 

      from William & Joan Rosen 

The Leonard Cohen presentation 

      from Janis Levinson 

In memory of

Nicole Kahn 

      from Arlene & Phil Fine 

Lynda Maram 

      from Barbara Turek 

Judy Bederman 

      from Beth & Nestor Sanchez 

Judy Bederman 

      from Donald & Gail Goldstein 

Brian Spring 

      from Edwin & Judy Bederman 

TRIBUTE FUNDS
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

Brian Spring 

      from Eugene & Karen Finerman 

Lynda Maram - Her sparkle, voice and 
presence in the choir and community 
will be remembered and missed.  
Loving thoughts to Bernie and family 

      from Julian & Evey Horwich 

Lynda Maram 

      from Jeffery & Judith Golden 

Lynda Maram 

      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Brian Spring 

      from Larry & Susan Mason 

Brian Spring 

      from Mark & Margaret Burka 

Lynda Maram 

      from Mark & Margaret Burka 

Helen Ebner 

      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

Miriam Tucker 

      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

Helen Ebner 

      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

Howard Smith 

      from Michael & Darryl Ebner 

Lynda Maram 

      from Robert & Barbara Benton 

Richard Wellek 

      from Susan Wellek 

Judy Bederman 

      from Wayne & Wendy Rhodes 

MYMAKOM WOMEN 

In memory of

Lynda Maram 

        from Ernest & Natalie Kirsch 

REFUGEE COLLECTION

from Lee & Ellen Gussin

In memory of

Jack Berkelhamer 

      from Alan Berkelhamer & Hope        
      Hetico 

Judy Bederman 

      from Alan Berkelhamer & Hope  
      Hetico 

Eleanor Lieberman 

      from Joseph & Valerie Berger 

SECURITY FUND

Michael & Jacqueline Beaubaire

Robert & Linda Lawrence

Sandra Friedman

Brad & Allison Levin

Joel & Diane Resnick

Howard Gilbert

Marliss Levin & Gilbert Levy

Len & Mary Solof

Stuart & Alison Packer

Laura & Craig Frisch

Corey Klein & Brigette Wolf

Janet Buckstein

Andrea & Michael Glickman

Avery Cohen & Susan Shulman

Belinda Gold

Robert & Julie Schlossberg

James & Julie Roth

Robert & Barabara Benton

Ronald & Barbara Altman

Scott & Elizabeth Lassar

Rachel Keating & Todd Reymer

Steven & Jennifer Sabbath

Stu & Shel Hirsh

Ed & Judy Bederman

Sally Maybrook

Bruce & Lauren Kaden

Helene Gerstein

Barbara Turek

Burt Skolnik & Linda Eisendrath
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TRIBUTE FUNDS

David & Elaine Greenberg

Marilyn Meyers

Betsy Karp

Rhoda Pierce

Jeff Lifschitz & Pam Fenning 
Lifschitz 

Daniel & Laurie Morrison

Roberta Auslander

Julie Webb & Michael Taitel

Martin & Belle Joyce Kass

Joel & Diane Resnick

Gail Segal

Michael & Fran Grossman

Scott & Ellen Goldsher

Enid Block

Diane Gordon

With gratitude to

Rabbi Evan, Cantor Jay and every 
teacher who made Anna’s Bat  
Mitzvah possible  

      from Andrew & Kristine Naidech
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CLERGY & STAFF DIRECTORY

Rabbi Ike Serotta 
847.433.3059 

Rabbi Evan Moffic 
847.433.1370 

Cantor Jay O’Brien 
847.433.0694 

Ashley Plotnick
Director of 

Congregational Learning 

224.707.1775 

Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE
Director of 

Lifelong Learning 

847.433.3556 

Holly Krakow
Executive Director 

847.433.3557 

Staci Friedman
Associate Director of 
Communications & 

Engagement 

847.433.3708 

Simcha Ackerman
Be Mitzvah 
Coordinator 

224.707.1757 

Stephanie Sohn
Executive Assistant 

224.707.1779 

Rikki Carl-Goldberg
Graphic Designer 

224.707.0905 

Sammi Krakow
Administrative Assistant 

224.707.0923 

Rabbi Emeritus Dov Taylor
Rabbi Emeritus 
847.433.3555 

STAFF DIRECTORY

Nancy Trudell
Associate Director of Family 
Engagement & Education 

224.707.0902 



MAKOM SOLEL LAKESIDE
1301 Clavey Road, Highland Park, IL 60035
Phone: (847) 433-3555 | www.mymakom.

Rabbi Evan Moffic (rabbievan@mymakom.org)
Rabbi Isaac Serotta (rabbiike@mymakom.org)
Cantor Jay O’Brien (cantorjay@mymakom.org)
Executive Director: Holly Krakow (hkrakow@mymakom.org) 

Director of Congregational Learning: Ashley Plotnick (aplotnick@mymakom.org)
Director of Lifelong Learning: Vanessa M. Ehrlich, RJE (vehrlich@mymakom.org)
Be Mitzvah Coordinator: Simcha Ackerman (sackerman@mymakom.org)
Graphic Designer: Rikki Carl-Goldberg (rcarl@mymakom.org) 
Associate Director of Communications & Engagement: Staci Friedman (sfriedman@mymakom.org)
Executive Assistant: Stephanie Sohn (ssohn@mymakom.org) 
Administrative Assistant: Sammi Krakow (sammik@mymakom.org)
Associate Director of Family Engagement & Education: Nancy Trudell (ntrudell@mymakom.org) 

Congregation President: Jen Gordon (president@mymakom.org) 

The Kehillah Quarterly deadline is the first of August, November, February and May. 
Any material received after that date will be held until the following issue. 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00am - 5:00pm

Friday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
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facebook.com/mymakom 

@mymakom 

Makom Solel Lakeside 

https://www.mymakom.org


