
A message for Shabbat. 

 

This week was the week that after almost three months of complete closure, we slowly began meeting 

for prayer services this past week. Please G-d we will once again be having Mincha - Maariv on the 

Terrace this week, at 8.20pm, Sunday - Thursday. If you would like to be able to attend some of the 

services, please email me at rabbi@lss.org and let me know which day(s) would be best for you. 

 

It is said that ‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step’, and I am full of thanks to the 

Almighty that we have indeed been able, at last, to take that single step. 

 

This week’s parsha, Behalotcha, is all about journeys. “Vayihi Binsoa Aron - When the Ark would travel 

forth’ and ‘Uvinucho Yomar - When the Ark would cease travelling.’ 

We have been in a state of ‘uvinocho’ - as New York State would put it ‘Pause’ rather than ‘rest’ for a 

long long time.  

 

It is interesting that Moshe prayed both when a new journey began, and also when a period of pause 

arrived. We talk often about life as a ‘journey’. But none of us journey ceaselessly. Life’s pauses are 

important, even when they are not welcome. We learn valuable lessons, discover things about ourselves 

and each other, that we would not otherwise have learned. For some people, some of the lessons are 

things that we needed to learn (for myself, to try to learn patience, acceptance, to value the moment 

and live in the present).  

 

Other lessons are things that we actively want to be able to change as soon as we can, that perhaps we 

wouldn’t have been so aware of before all of this happened. 

 

 

Journeys feature earlier in our Parsha as well. In describing the trumpets that Moshe made, the Torah 

tell us “ 

 

ת  ֙י ֲחֽצֹוְצר ֵׂ֣ ה ְלךָ֗ ְשתֵּ ֵׂ֣ ַמֲחֽנֹות׃…. ֲעשֵּ ע ֶאת־ַהֽ ה ּוְלַמַסַּ֖ ָדָ֔ עֵּ א ָהֽ ּו ְל֙ך ְלִמְקָרֵׂ֣ ָהי֤  

 

"Have two silver trumpets made;....They shall serve you to summon the community and to set the 

camps in motion." 

 



In one of his most famous and majestic pieces of writing, Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik used the two 

descriptions of the nation of Israel in this verse - Edah and Machaneh, Community and Camp, to 

describe different aspects of group and national identity. 

 

Individuals - not just human but animals too, come together for mutual protection against a common 

threat. Such a group is formed by circumstances (‘fate’, as the Rav put it.) It is by definition reactive to 

circumstances, formed as a result of external danger. That is ‘Machaneh’ a camp - people ‘sheltering in 

place’ under flimsy materials, closely clustered together for safety. 

 

But the verse also invoked the ‘edah’ - from the hebrew word Edut, testimony, witness. This is a 

community of faith, who come together not because they are threatened by something external, but 

because they have a mission, a shared purpose and vision (Destiny is the word chosen by the Rav).  

 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks puts the distinction as follows : Whereas camps exist even in the animal kingdom, 

congregations are uniquely human. They flow from the human ability to think, speak, communicate, 

envision a society different from any that has existed in the past, and to collaborate to bring it about. 

 

This past week I engaged in what turned out to be an absolutely fascinating discussion with Kevin 

Sneader, Global Managing Partner of McKinsey and Co. I asked what role he saw for faith communities 

in the unpredictable times that we face ahead, and he responded that congregations will be 

indispensable in the future. As people have encountered isolation, and a myriad of financial and social 

problems, religious communities have stepped up in extraordinary ways, and are likely to continue being 

needed in this way for a long time to come. 

 

And certainly, hearing his words resonated with me, seeing how our community, thanks to hard working 

volunteers making calls, shopping, checking in, giving tzedakah. It has functioned as a machaneh - a 

camp, a protective shelter for hundreds of us. The Torah tells us - ‘vihayu machanecha kodesh - your 

camp will be Holy. And the holiness has been palpable. 

 

But we are also - and I hope as we begin to slowly re-emerge and re-open - we will reclaim our role of 

being an Edah. A mission driven congregation.  

Not ever - G-d forbid! - ever to stop looking after each other. But an edah with something to say, to 

teach our fellow Jews and humanity.  

 

These last few months, whatever else failed in our country and society, the Torah once again showed its 

relevance and resilience. Many people found strength and comfort in online classes and traditional 



learning. But Torah is more than a comfort. It is a challenge, and a vision and a mandate to change the 

world into a Godly place. From Torah we learn that all human beings are created in the image of God. 

From Torah we learn that injustice must give way to justice. That the cries of the poor and the 

vulnerable are stronger than their oppressors. That society can only function with recognizing we have 

obligations, to G-d and to society.  And that all of us have a role to play in Hashem’s great plan for His 

world. 

 

We hopefully soon will emerge from our machaneh - our camp, back into our streets - many sadly 

boarded up and deserted. But we emerge, like the prophets of olden times, with a call, a vision - for a 

holy world, a just world, a redeemed world. A world ready, please G-d for Moshiach. 

 

It’s an awesome challenge - to help rebuild society. It’s what the Torah commands us, the Edah, 

Community of G-d do.  

 

Friends lets remember - right now we are still on ‘pause’ - so make the most of your ‘rest’. We are going 

to have PLENTY to do, very soon indeed.  

 

Shabbat Shalom! 


