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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 

Weekly Prayer Schedule—For the Week of December 6-11  
Sun—Thurs Mincha/Ma’ariv: 4:15pm 

Late Ma’ariv Monday—Thursday: 8:30pm 
Sunday—Thursday: Light the Menorah after 5:00pm  

Sunday   
Shacharit: 7:10am 
Daf Yomi: 7:45am 
Shacharit: 8:30am 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 
Daf Yomi: 6:15am 
Shacharit: 7:00am 
Shacharit: 7:40am 

Hashkamah Kiddush 
Sponsored by The Fund 

 

Main Kiddush 
Sponsored by Jeannie Fromer and Arnaud Ajdler in honor of the Bar 
Mitzvah of their son, Eric.  

 

Beginners Kiddush 
Sponsored in loving memory of Shmuel Shoshani z"l, and in honor of 
Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald.  

 

Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan Kiddush 
Sponsored by Lois and Leslie Katz and Sarah and Dr. Barry Josephs on 
the occasion of the aufruf of Daniel Josephs on his upcoming marriage 
to Tziona Katz.  
 

Seudah Shlishit 
Sponsored by Lisanne Weinberg and Arthur Lubitz in commemoration 
of the yahrtzeit of Arthur's mother, Dvorah bas Feivel, a"h. 

MAZAL TOV  
 Mazal Tov to Aidel and Ephraim Buchwald on the 40th anniversary since 

the founding of the LSS Beginners Service. Many thanks to the LSS 
community for their loving support of the Service, enabling tens of  
thousands of Jews to be drawn closer to their beautiful Jewish heritage. 

 

 Mazal Tov to Jeannie Fromer and Arnaud Ajdler on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Eric. Mazal Tov also to Eric's sisters, Olivia and Audrey. 

Friday Evening 

Shabbat Morning 

7:45am:  Hashkama Minyan in the Belfer Beit Midrash followed by   
Kiddush and shiur with Rabbi Moshe Sokolow  

9:00am:  Services in the Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary led by 
Chazzan Yanky Lemmer.  Drasha by Rabbi Shaul Robinson  

9:15am:  Beginners Service led by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald in room 
LL201 (Lower Level)  

9:24am:  Latest Shema  

9:30am:  Youth Breakfast  

9:45am:  Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan in the Belfer Beit 
Midrash 

Shabbat Afternoon 
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2:40pm:  Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler in the 
Belfer Beit Midrash  

3:00pm:  Herb Weiss Bikur Cholim Society meets in shul lobby. New 
volunteers are urgently needed.  

3:10pm:  Bible Class in room 211 with Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald  

3:10pm:  Louis Lazar Memorial Shiur with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld:    
"A Hasidic Hanukkah - Resolving Contradictions Between 
Spirituality/Mitzvot"  

3:55pm:  Mincha followed by Seudah Shlishit  

5:11pm:  Ma'ariv/Shabbat Ends  

GREET SOMEONE NEW THIS SHABBAT  
Let's make our shul an even more welcoming place. If you see an unfa-
miliar face,  introduce yourself and say "Shabbat Shalom."   

Groups Start at 10am  K-1 Room 211   

Pre-K: Room 208/210 2nd-tweens— Room 206/207  

YOUTH GROUPS 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

YOUTH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

4:11pm:  Candle Lighting  

4:15pm: Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat in the Nathaniel Richman 
Cohen Sanctuary led by Eric Ajdler 

4:15pm:  Sephardic Minyan in rooms 208/210  

Olive Oil Chanukah Event -  Sunday, December 6, 12:30pm 
Join us as we learn how to turn olives into oil in this hands-on work 
shop!  For ages 3-10. $15.  Please rsvp at lss.org/youth 

The Molad for Rosh Chodesh Tevet will be on Friday morning 19 
minutes and 12 chalakim after 7 AM. Rosh Chodesh Tevet will be next 
Shabbat and Sunday. 

MOLAD 

Have Chanukah questions?  Check out our Chanukah 
FAQs to see if we have an answer  (on page 2).   

 

Join us every evening for Menorah Lighting between Mincha and Ma’ariv. 

Please remember that at Ma’ariv on Saturday night, Decem-
ber 5, we begin to say v’tain tal u’matar livracha in the Amida.  

For the last 50 years, Sherwood Goffin, our beloved “Chaz", 
 has put his heart and soul into leading services at Lincoln 

Square Synagogue.  He is now making a transition and  mov-
ing into the next stage of his life.  On Shabbat Chanuka,      

December 11-12, our beloved Cantor Goffin will be leading 
services for the last time as the Chazan of Lincoln Square  

Synagogue.  His extended family will be present and his larger 
extended family, our shul members, who Cantor Goffin has so 

ably represented before the Al-mighty for 50 years, is asked 
to join in marking this momentous turning point in Cantor 
Goffin's highly impactful, meaningful and spiritual career. 

lss.org


 

 

Israel Under Attack: What We Can Do to Help 

Come visit us, please! 

We are your sibling, depressed and alone. We need you to visit, to sit with us, walk the streets with us, shop in our stores and pray 

in our synagogues. We need you beside us, not from afar, but close by, right next to us. We need you to visit Israel.  Winter break is 

coming up, whether for you that is the end of December or the middle of January – we need you to change your vacation plans 

from skiing in Vail or lying on the beaches of Miami. If a trip wasn’t in the works, we need you to stretch your budget a little more – 

like you would in any family emergency – and make the trip. It is that crucial. 
Excerpted from an article in The Times of Israel, Rabbi Uri Pilichowski, Yeshivat Migdal Torah in Modi’in 

AIPAC Policy Conference 
Register for the AIPAC Policy Conference in March 2016. Visit www.aipac.org. Also, consider attending the AIPAC Shabbaton (March 
18-19). Save $30 off the Shabbaton price if you register before December 12. For questions, please see Ann Crane, or email her at 
anncrane2750@gmail.com 

A FEW CHANUKAH F.A.Q.s 

Question: I live on a high floor in my apartment building. Where is the best place to light the Menorah? 
 

Answer: The halacha is that one is not supposed to place the chanukah candles higher than 20 amot (approximately 35 feet) above the 
ground.  Many halachic authorities rule that one who lives on a high floor in an apartment building should therefore not light the menorah 
by the window, because a person standing on the street will not be able to see the candles. The preferable place would be light the meno-
rah on a table next to the front door of the apartment, ensuring that it is safe to do so. 
 

The Shevet HaLevi (Rav Shmuel HaLevi Wosner of Bnei Brak) however maintains that if there are apartment buildings opposite your own, 
such that your Menorah can clearly be seen by a neighbour then you may still light by the window. Note that this is true only if your Me-
norah is actually clearly visible to an apartment, eg across the street. If your apartment faces, for example, the river or Central Park  and 
your menorah is therefore not clearly visible then you should not light by the window. 
 
Question: I live by myself and no one will see my Menorah - should I still recite a blessing on lighting Chanukah candles? 
 

Answer: The Mishnah Brurah (472, 11) writes that if one arrives home late at night and has not yet lit the Chanukah candles, he should 
wake up one or two family members or roommates, because the Mitzvah of Chanukah candles is defined as Pirsumei Nisah - publicizing 
the miracle - and the lights must be seen by somebody else. If no one else will see the lights, one should light without reciting a bracha.  
 

However, Rav Moshe Feinstein maintains that even if no one else will see the candles, one should still make a bracha. Indeed the Mishnah 
Brurah himself accepts that this is the prevalent custom. Therefore one who lives alone in an apartment may still recite a blessing upon 
lighting the Menorah, even if the candles will not be visible to anyone else, inside or outside the apartment. 
 
Question: Do we light Chanukah candles first or Shabbat candles first? 
 

Answer: We light Chanukah candles first, making sure that there is enough oil or a large/long enough candle to burn for 30 minutes 
after nightfall. (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 679) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

Women’s Talk Time • Wednesday, December 9th, at 11:30am  
Join LSS member and psychologist Ruth Riemer for a weekly  ongoing   
small group discussion relevant to women in the LSS community.   
 

Chanukah Dinner• Friday, December 11.   

LSS invites you to join us as we celebrate Chanukah together as a   commu-
nity.  $25 Children (5-12), $36 Young Professionals (ages 20-32) 
$42 adults, $50 Non-Members, $180 Sponsorship (includes 2 seats)          
$360 Maccabee Sponsorship (includes 5 seats) 
 

Israel’s Agriculture: Miracle in the Desert • Professor Yoram Kapulnik, 
State of Israel Ministry of Agriculture • Seudah Shlishit, December 12th   
 

Book Club Meeting: “Ally” by Michael Oren• Sunday, December 20th, at 
7:30pm • At the home of Karen and Roy Simon .   
We are fortunate to once again have Jerome Chanes, who is a Senior Fellow 
ay the CUNY Center for Jewish Studies and a prolific author, journalist, and 
speaker, lead the discussion.  

http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/come-visit-us-please/
http://www.aipac.org/
mailto:anncrane2750@gmail.com


 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY 
Coffee &  Responsa w/ Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld • After 

Second Minyan (9:15am)  
 Journey through the fascinating and compelling world of 

rabbinic responsa literature, navigating the historical, 
sociological, and psychological nuances of the Halakhic process 
through study of a seminal responsum each week - all 
accompanied by a strong cup of delicious coffee or tea. 

Topic: Sunday Morning Responsa #5: R. Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach on Disability, Mitzvot, & Changing Halakhic Realities  
 

MONDAY 
Invitation to Tefillah w/ Rabbinic Interns Rabbi Jared 
Anstandig & Rabbi Mark Weingarten • 7:30-8:15pm 
 Each week, we explore, uncover, and understand a new aspect 

of the daily prayers, with the ultimate goal of making Tefillah a 
more intimate and meaningful experience.  

 

TUESDAY 
Parsha Shiur with Rabbi Shaul Robinson • 10:30am 
Intro to Bible w/ Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald • 6:30-8pm 
Beit Midrash Night: 
 Samuel Group Chabura facilitated by Ron Platzer • 7:30pm 

Adultery, incest, rebellion -- the travails of David, the greatest 
Jewish king -- A great story, complex characters, a subtle, 
sophisticated text.  

 Tanach Survey: The Books of Samuel and Kings •  7.00 pm - 
Facilitated by Marcy Zwecker and Robin Mitchnick (Meets in a 
private residence, please call office for details) 

 
 

 
 

Gemara B’Shana with Rabbi Shaul Robinson • 7:15pm 
 A new program dedicated to the memory of Bruce Ritholtz a”h 

with the ambitious goal of studying and completing an entire 
tractate of Talmud, focused on analysis and group discussion. 
This year we will be studying tractate Ta’anit.   

WEDNESDAY  
Melachim & Modern Tanakh Methodology & Controversies 
Lecture Series • R. Nathaniel Helfgot • 7:30pm  
Join leading scholars and educators for mini-semester, 8-week 
courses on a variety of subjects from modern Tanakh methodology 
to medical ethics.  
Full series $150, One Class $20.  Sign up at lss.org/classes 

Talmudic Logic with Rabbi Dennis Weiss • 7:30pm  
 An in-depth look at a single Talmudic subject matter, starting 

from the relevant biblical texts and delving into the logic system 
of the Gemara. This year’s Topic: “Double Jeopardy: A Study 
of Kim Lei B’d'raba Minei”    

Beit Midrash Night • 8:40pm 
 Facilitated by Sara Brzowsky. The Subversive Religious Poetry 

of Yehuda Amichai: We continue to analyze the Israeli poet’s 

final masterpiece, Patuach Sagur Patuach.  
 

THURSDAY 
Parsha Class with Rabbi Shaul Robinson • 7:30pm  
 Join Rabbi Shaul Robinson for an exciting and timely look at the 

weekly portion utilizing contemporary and ancient 
commentators to uncover new depth in Torah study  

Cholent Chabura with Rabbi Josh Rosenfeld • 8:45pm 
 Welcome Shabbat early and explore a challenging new topic in 

Jewish thought each week in this informal and friendly 
gathering.  Chabura meets in a private residence. Please contact 
office for location.   

Rabbi Robinson now gives  two Lunch and Learn Classes - on   
Monday in Midtown (5th and 52nd St) and on Wednesday near 

Wall Street - please speak to him for more details  

SECURITY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Join the LSS Security team. Registration and interviews are 
closing for classes beginning December so don’t delay. Apply 
this weekend, we need you! 
 

The training is open to men and women above the age of 18.  
 

Email the LSS Security Committee chair                                            
Ian Silver at security@lss.org to start the application process. 
 
Remember:  "If you see something, say something. Your 
safety depends on it."  

Ian Silver, Chair, LSS security Committee 

BEGINNERS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Welcome to all those joining us at this Shabbat’s Beginners 
Chanukah Shabbaton, celebrating the 40th anniversary of 
the Beginners Service.  

 EXTENDED! Rabbi Buchwald’s Introduction to Bible will meet 
for 1 more week, on Tuesday, from 6:30-8:00pm.  

 THIS Wednesday, December 9th, 7:00 pm for the Beginners 
Annual Chanukah Bash. Live music by Psachya Septimus. 
$25 in advance, $30 at the door (Please note new prices). Reg-
ister online at www.lss.org/beginners. Sorry, no phone res-
ervations.  

 Save the date! New sessions of the Hebrew Reading Crash 
Course Levels I and II will begin Monday, January 11th, 2016 
at 6:30pm. The 5 classes last 1 1/2 hours, and are free and 
open to all. Register at www.lss.org/beginners. 

mailto:security@lss.org
http://www.lss.org/beginners
http://www.lss.org/beginners


 

D’var Echod B’lev Echod 
Insights into the weekly Parsha and other matters at the heart of the LSS community 

23 Kislev 5776 • December 4-5, 2015   
Parshat Vayeshev 

By: Ari Klapholz   

And I thought the Israeli TV series Shtisel was entertaining? Move over Shtisel. Here comes parshiot Vayeshev through Vayechi.  
Hatred, jealousy, gossip, favoritism, collusion to commit murder, unrequited love, lust, power, palace intrigue, and reconciliation 
are just some of the highlights. I never tire of this rerun, and best of all, there is no shul entry fee.  From here on life is messy. Char-
acters are flawed and there is no absolute right and wrong.  The real story, of course, is that our parsha is the first footstep into the 
long darkness of galut. The revelation to Abraham at the Brit Bein Habetarim  is about to commence. But even more fascinating is 
what the relationship between the puppets and the puppeteer is? Yes, the divine hand is at play pulling the strings. But what level 
of awareness do the characters have? And if there is an awareness, does it deepen as the plot progresses, like any good story? 
Does Yaakov possess this mesorah of inevitable galut? Common sense would dictate that his grandfather and father would have 
told him about such an important development. Does he have a premonition that the tumult that is about to envelop him have 
historical purpose? The Torah is silent. Or is it? 

 

The first verse of the parsha states: “Vayeshev Yaakov be’eretz megurei aviv…” loosely translated- Yaakov settled in the land of the 
sojourning of his father.  The Abarbanel, is bothered as all the meforshim are, about what is the importance of informing us of 
Yaakov’s settling in the land of his father’s dwellings, in Canaan, and how that is  conceptually linked to the focused story of Yosef. 
We are already informed in parshat Vayishlach, of his whereabouts in verse 35:7- “Yaakov came to Yitzchak his father, at Mamre, of 
Kiryat-arba, that is Hebron…” Why the repetition in Vayeshev and the comparison to his father? His two explanations touch upon 
the degree to which Yaakov recognized the impact of his surrounding events and both explanations revolve around the word me-
gurei mentioned in the first verse. The root of the word magur is yagar, which can have several meanings. It can mean to live, to 
fear, to dispute with, or to be a stranger amongst one’s surroundings.  Yaakov’s unsettled settling in Canaan is highly comparable to 
the unsettled settling of his father. Yitzchak had to grapple with hatred between his sons. So did Yaakov. Yitzchak had a favorite 
son that caused jealousy and utopian plans to go awry.  So too with Yaakov. Just as Yitzchak suffered 22 years of separation from 
his son Yaakov, so too Yaakov suffered 22 years of separation from Yosef. And finally they were similar in that there was partial or 
total rapprochement of brothers at end of the lives of both Yitzchak and Yaakov, with the presence of all the children at their buri-
als. Yaakov had this trepidation that the shadow of his father’s life would be cast over his. He was doomed to repeat his father’s 
life leading to an unhappy last chapter.  His role as contributor to the process of galut was palpable to him beginning with the ado-
lescent life of Yosef. 

 

The second answer and the more sanguine one is that Yaakov, like his father, intended to forego his ambition for material wealth, 
truly settle down in the land of his father, and occupy himself with spiritual pursuits, like his father and grandfather before him. He 
purposely settles in Chevron, an area of desert and rocky terrain and not conducive to raising livestock. He leaves the responsibil-
ity of managing his wealth to his children who are forced to migrate northward to Dotan. The fear of sequential events leading to 
a predestined outcome is not on his mind.  In accordance with this plan, he invests his intellectual and spiritual energies into Yosef, 
thinking he is the chosen one ultimately to bear the burden of Jewish continuity and provide leadership for the other brothers.  
Yaakov recognizes that Yosef has the emotional and intellectual IQ, the humility, and the doggedness to be his successor. He is his ben 
zekunim.  The puppet however has no idea about what the puppeteer is about to execute.  

 

Yaakov ‘s desire to begin life anew brings to mind an op-ed piece in the New York Times by David Brooks Dec. 4 2014 titled Why 
Elders Smile.  This article is a response against an opposing essay in the Atlantic several months prior by Ezekiel Emanuel who argued 
that it is better to check out of life by age 75 than to decay in a feeble, undignified fashion. Brooks takes the opposite view stating 
that older people find life more satisfying, happy, and relaxing. “Elder happiness is an accomplishment, not a condition….they 
have more control over the challenges they will tackle and they get even better at addressing them.” He claims “more experi-
enced heads have intuitive awareness of the landscape of reality.”  I think Yaakov Avinu would wholeheartedly agree.  Shabbat 
Shalom.  

 

In memory of Barry, who one year ago, promised to submit this dvar torah in 2015 when I wrote it on the erroneous premise of its   
submission to the Echod in 2014. The current submission is the fulfillment of that promise. Tehay zichrono baruch 


