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SHABBAT SCHEDULE  WEEKDAY MINYAN INFORMATION 
In order to continue to keep each other safe and healthy, LSS asks that        
everyone wear a face mask, covering the wearer’s mouth and nose, in all areas 
indoors at all times on Shabbat (mask-wearing is optional at outdoor services). 
In addition, we request that attendees be sensitive to the comfort and safety 
concerns of others at shul by respecting any social distancing desires of others. 
We thank you in advance!  
 

Friday night: 
4:58pm Earliest Candle Lighting 
5:48pm Shabbat Candle Lighting 
5:50pm Mincha followed by Kabbalat Shabbat;              
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
6:05pm Sunset: daven Mincha  
6:36pm Repeat Shema 
 

Shabbat: 
7:45am Hashkama Minyan; Location: Belfer Beit Midrash.  
Followed by Hashkama Kiddush. Shiur to follow by Rabbi Moshe Sokolow.  
9:00am Chazzan Sherwood Goffin Memorial Minyan;            
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Drasha by Rabbi Shaul     
Robinson followed by Musaf. Followed by Main Kiddush on the                 
Spira Family Terrace.  
9:30am Rabbi Herschel Cohen Memorial Minyan;               
Location: The Spira Family Terrace 
9:30am Beginners Service; Location: Ballroom. Beginners Kiddush to follow. 
9:45am Shabbat Groups; Location: Second Floor Classrooms 
9:56am Latest Shema 
10:52am Latest Shacharit  
3:55pm Beginners Mishna Chavura with Moshe Sheinwexler;                    
Location: Belfer Beit Midrash 
4:40pm Louis & Rhoda Lazar Memorial Shiur. Shiur by Assistant Rabbi Yoni 
Zolty. Topic: Of Mothers and Sons: Melachim 2 Ch. 4;  
Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 
5:40pm Mincha; Location: Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary.  
Followed by Seudah Shlishit; Location: The Spira Family Terrace.  
6:03pm Sunset: daven Mincha 
6:47pm Ma’ariv/Havdalah 
6:57pm Zoom Havdalah (link in electronic Echod).  

Perek in the Park: 4:45pm Location: Eleanor Roosevelt Statue 
in  
Riverside Park (72nd St)  (weather dependent) — 

All indoor kiddushim are for vaccinated individuals only.  
 

Hashkama Kiddush:  Generous contributions to the Fund.  
 

Main Kiddush: Gracie Milstein and Adam Poliak in celebration of the birth 
of their son. 
 

Beginners Kiddush:  Reyna Chamorro in appreciation of Rabbi Buchwald 
and everything he does for the Beginners program. 
 

Seudah Shlishit:  Adena Samowitz in memory of the 3rd yahrtzeit of her 
dynamic mother, Helen Samowitz, Yehudit bas Yehoshua V’ Perel Laya a"h. 
And in celebration of the birth of great niece, Esther Stefansky. 
 

Would  you like to sponsor a kiddush for future weeks? Email info@lss.org. 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 

Shacharit:  

Sunday, October 24 @ 8:30am 

Monday, October 25—Friday, October 29 @7:30am 
 

Mincha/Maariv: 

Sunday, October 24 — Wednesday, October 27 @ 5:50pm 

Thursday, October 28 @ 5:45pm 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
Ariella Kristal and Sam Clinton-Davis 

Miriam Lowinger 

MAZAL TOV 
Justin Koatz and Jamie Fisher on their engagement.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, October 24th: Women’s Tefillah Group Presents: Chodesh      
Cheshvan Shiur by Rabbanit Mindy Schwartz Zolty: 8:00pm Title: Sins of 
the Snake: What Went Wrong In Eden? Women and men welcome.   
Meeting ID: 815 6769 9309 Passcode: 003788. Sponsored by Francine and 
Jay Cinamon in commemoration of the 75th yahrtzeit of Francine’s father,        
Dr. Leo Nagel,  אריה בן ישראל הלוי , z”l. 
 

Tuesday, October 26th: An Evening of Learning and Conversation In 
Memory of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, z”l Upon the Occasion of his First 
Yahrzeit: 7:00-8:30pm. Presentations and Conversation with Rabbi Shaul 
Robinson, Lincoln Square Synagogue; Rabbi Moshe Hauer, Exec. Vice Pres., 
Orthodox Union; Dr. Erica Brown, Director, Mayberg Center - George    
Washington Univ; and Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter, Yeshiva University.           
Covid precautions will be in place.  Further information forthcoming.  
 

Shabbat, October 30th: Fall Young Professionals Luncheon: 1:00pm.       
Location: The Spira Family Terrace. Registration closes  Tuesday, October 
26th. Cost:  $45 members and $55 non-members, $15 for kids. Free 
babysitting and kids’ activities with group leaders. Organized by Romy and 
Avrahum Sanger. Sponsorship opportunities available.  Register at 
www.lss.org/event/FallYPLunch .  
 

Tuesday, November 2nd: The Road to Resilience, US- Israeli Collective  
Intelligence: Innovative Approaches to Social Challenges:                 
12:00pm-2:00pm:  The Virtual Conference will include a series of live    
conversations about how the US and Israel can share collective intelligence 
strategies to address the social challenges facing us in the post-Covid era. 
See online Echod to register. 
 

Shabbat, November 6th: Women's Tefillah Group: Parshat Toldot: 9:00am. 
Location: 3rd floor gym 
 

Save the date, Shabbat, November 6th! Beginners Luncheon. Cost: $25. 
Register online at www.lss.org/beginners. Deadline: November 3rd.            
Only open to those who are fully vaccinated. 

Have you seen an off-white tallit with a silver metal atarah?                      
If so, contact info@lss.org. 

HASHAVAT AVEYDA 

In person office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

https://www.lss.org/event/FallYPLunch
mailto:info@lss.org?subject=Missing%20Talit


 

 

 

We take the safety and health of our members very seriously and will do 
whatever we can to prevent further spread of Covid-19. As a reminder to all, 
even if COVID is not the concern at hand, if children are at all symptomatic 
(cough, fever, runny nose, sore throat, GI symptoms, etc.), it is important 
that they stay home.  
 

Please note: in an effort to better accommodate parents attending the 
9:30am Terrace minyan, Youth Groups will now be starting at 9:45am. 
 

Shabbat Youth Groups: 9:45am (Location: 2nd floor classrooms) 
Youth Groups are back in full swing with davening, Torah, snacks & play. 
Youth Directors: Romy and Avrahum Sanger 
Assistant Youth Director: Alexander Wildes 
 

Age 2-5: Room 206/207 
Your child has free play, circle time Tefillah, story time and a Parsha      
Activity. We will end groups with a snack. 
 

Age 6-10: Room 208/210 
Your child has free play, Davening, Parsha Discussion, Parsha trivia for 
raffle tickets and snacks. 
 

Age 11+: Room 211 
For our oldest youth group, we have free play, Tefillah led by a group   
leader. Davening is followed by Parsha Discussion, tickets for raffle tickets, 
games and a Parsha activity. 

 

Saturday, October 30th: Teen Tie Dye Night: 7:00pm: Join us on the Terrace 
for a fun "Tie Dye by Rory" event!  Now open to all UWS teens. We will kick 
off the evening with a tie dye Tutorial followed by tie dying long sleeve          
t-shirts or drawstring bags and cap off the evening with pizza!!                 
Members: Free, Non-Members: $20 cash at door.                 
See online Echod for link to register. 
 

Thank you to our sponsors:  Frances Zelazny & Allen Ganz , Lori & Stu 
Kolinksy,  Joy & Morey Wildes and to Shira & Avi Spira. In order to cover 
the cost of the event we are looking for additional sponsors in the amount of 
$100, $180 and $250.  Email youth@lss.org to be a sponsor.  

YOUTH AND MAGEN AVRAHAM TEEN DEPARTMENT 

Sunday: 
 *New Class starting Nov. 7th* Sheilos and Teshuvos: 9:15am-10:15am. 

Come and learn some classic and contemporary responsa Sunday    
mornings after Shacharit. In person and via Zoom. In person location: 
Belfer Beit Midrash. Meeting ID: 838 3061 9860 Passcode: 354153. Must 
be fully vaccinated to participate in breakfast portion.                           
Sponsors are welcome.  

Monday: 
 *New Class starting Nov. 1st* A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of   

Personal Injury led by Rabbi Robinson: 10:00am-11:00am. Location: 
Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Repeated on Zoom Tuesday at 
8:00pm. 

 Chug Ivrit led by Harel Fenigstein Chadashot (News from Israel):   
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 
https://form.jotform.com/uwsshaliach/chug-ivrit-chadashot 

 *Cancelled this week, will resume Nov. 1* Beginners: The Jewish Living 
Workshop led by Dassa and Bill Greenbaum: 7:30-8:30pm via Zoom.   
The Jewish Living Workshop, register at www.lss.org/beginners.Topic:      
Zemirot Workshop Meeting ID: 0679 6915 Passcode: 593143.  

Tuesday: 
 The Marilyn & Sam Isler, “Studies in the weekly Parsha” led by Rabbi 

Shaul Robinson: 10:30am–11:30am Meeting ID: 241022510. Dial In:     
646 876 9923. Location: The Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary 

 Beit Midrash night, The M'lachim (Kings) Study Group led by                 
Ron Platzer: 8:00pm. Meeting ID: 850 0937 1460 Password:560900  

 A Gemara Class Bava Kama: Laws of Personal Injury led by Rabbi         
Robinson:  8:00pm. Meeting ID: 858 4080 4793 Passcode: 931015 

 Beginners: Rabbi Buchwald’s Introduction to Bible: 6:30-8:00pm via 
Zoom. This course will review basic literary and theological approaches to 
Bible study, traditional and modern, through the analysis of the Biblical 
text. Registrants receive the Zoom link and class materials prior to the 
class. Register at www.lss.org/beginners. Cost: $90, Free to LSS         
Members. No one will be turned away for lack of funds. 

Wednesday: 
 *New Class starting Nov. 3rd* Personalities in Rabbanic Literature led 

by Rabbanit Mindy Schwartz Zolty: 12:00pm-1:00pm. Location:          
Nathaniel Richman Cohen Sanctuary. Class will end December 1st.  

 Chug Ivrit - Safa Ivrit (Hebrew Language) led by Harel Fenigstein: 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Available in person or via Zoom. Register at 
https://form.jotform.com/uwsshaliach/chug-ivrit-safa 

 Food, Jews, History with Paul Shaviv: 8:00pm Different and fascinating 
interactions between Jews, food and history! Discovery, trade, use,   
halakhah...  Meeting ID: 836 3083 6501  Password: 648083 

Thursday: 
 Women’s Talk Time: led by School Psychologist Ruth Moser Riemer: 

11:30am-12:30pm. Meeting ID:  972 4054 8238 Password: 142533  
 Jacob Adler Parsha Class: Explorations in the Weekly Parsha led by    

Rabbi Shaul Robinson: 6:45pm. Meeting ID: 912 657 888 In person     
location: Belfer Beit Midrash 

WEEKLY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Parshat Vayera 
By Romy Sanger 
 

We see the concept of Hachnasat Orchim (welcoming the stranger) in this 
week's Parsha. The parsha then takes a complete shift and moves to the  
story of Sdom and Gemorah. Why are these two stories right next to        
each other? 
 

The lessons lie in the juxtaposition of the values of the people of Sdom and 
Gemorah versus the values of Avraham with Hachnasat Orchim. One of the 
horrible sins of Sdom was the fact that most of their laws were aimed at  
punishing people that did not put material objects first and cast aside respect 
or caring for others. For example, anyone caught giving food to strangers 
shall be put to death. Any guest visiting Sodom is allowed to be robbed. If a 
guest visiting their city is too tall for the guest bed, his legs shall be cut off.    
If he is too short then he shall be stretched out. These laws were meant to 
put selfish materialism first and human beings last. Now let’s compare this to 
the philosophy of Hachnasat Orchim where we do actions based on our    
beliefs to take care of one another. We put humans first and our possessions 
last. From the lessons learned in Parshat Vayera, we see that Hashem is 
proud of us when we have the right priorities in life and focus on positive 
Midot of helping and giving to others. 

YOUTH DVAR TORAH 

1. Where did Lot and his family live? 
2. Why did Hashem want to destroy Sodom? 
3. What happened to Lot’s wife when they were fleeing the city? 
4. Who was born at the end of this week’s parsha? 

QUESTIONS 

1. Sodom 
2. The people were evil and wicked 
3. She turned into a pillar of salt 
4. Yitzchak 

ANSWERS 

mailto:youth@lss.org


 

D'var Torah: Parshat Vayera  
Jeff Schwartz 

Is That Any Way to Speak to G-d? 
 

My question, regarding Avraham’s conversation with G-d about S’dom, is 
this: Why didn’t Avraham just tell G-d that he didn’t understand G-d’s   
theory of Justice? That is, given that he is only a human with a finite mind 
while G-d is something greater and infinite, why not just ask G-d to please 
explain the moral basis for what He was planning to do to the city? Is not 
the truly religious and humble way to engage in such a conversation to 
assume that G-d knows what He is doing, and to further assume that that 
which looks unjust or capricious to us merely looks that way -- but isn’t 
really? Since Avraham was truly religious and humble, I have long          
wondered why he didn’t speak in a purely deferential way in his encounter 
with G-d.  
 

I came across a recent example of the kind of humble religious thinking I’m 
referring to. It comes from an article in a weekly Orthodox-Jewish       
Newspaper (from one of the suburbs):  

I know that the death of a single child is not the same as the destruction of 
a whole city. But if Avraham were alive today, and if he was privy in       
advance to G-d’s decision to take the neshamah of that five-year-old boy, 
shouldn’t he address G-d’s decision as humbly and religiously as the author 
(who elaborated further):   

Instead of humility and deference, what we see in our Parasha is that    
Avraham, made aware of what was about to transpire, spoke to G-d more 
forcefully. He first says [Genesis 18:23]: “Ha’af Tispeh Tzadik Eim Rasha… 
Will you stamp out the righteous along with the wicked?” And then        
Avraham continues even more emphatically, not only speaking on behalf of 
the innocent righteous but also for the wicked citizens (who yet might be 
influenced by the presence of righteous among them), saying [Genesis 
18:24-25]: “What if there were fifty righteous people in the midst of the 
city? Would you stamp it out rather than spare the place for the sake of 
the fifty?... Chalila Lecha Me‘Asot Ka’davar Ha’zeh….It would be sacrilege 
to you to do such a thing….Chalila Lecha; Ha’shofeit Kol Ha’aretz Lo 
Ya’aseh Mishpat…Shall the judge of all the earth not do justice?” 
 

As I hear it, Avraham assumes that his own understanding of justice is   
legitimate enough to apply to G-d’s planned behavior and, in so doing, to 

           DVAR TORAH  
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question G-d. Eschewing deference, Avraham makes his case, almost as 
one equal to another (at least about what is right and just). One aspect of 
his confrontation with G-d that makes it especially powerful is Avraham’s 
use, twice, of the word Chalila, which seems to convey that his  
disagreement is about something profane, something that  
compromises righteousness.  
 

This meaning of Chalila is demonstrated in Tanach. Replying to Yehuda’s 
offer that all of the brothers are willing to become Yosef’s slaves as  
punishment for the stolen goblet (found only in Benyamin’s sack) Yosef 
answers [Genesis 44:17]: “It is profane for me (chalila) to act thus! Only he 
in whose possession the goblet was found shall be my slave.” Another use 
is in the book of Job (Iyov). Under pressure from his visitors/friends to   
admit that G-d’s reward system is perfect and that therefore G-d would not 
have let such bad things happen to Iyov unless he had sinned, Iyov       
maintains his innocence and his belief in his own decency and responds 
[Job 27:4-5): “My lips will speak no wrong, Nor my tongue utter              
deceit… Chalila Lee Eem Atzdik Etchem… Far be it from me (It would be   
profane for me) to say you are right.” Another instance was in 1 Samuel 
(24:6) when the future King David found King Saul in a vulnerable position 
and cut off a piece of his tunic (to demonstrate that he could have killed 
him) only to cry out later, in a moment of ruminative guilt: “Chalila li 
mei’hashem…It is profane for me before G-d that I did this to G-d’s     
anointed one (the king of Israel).” As Jewish Studies professor James     
Diamond explains, Chalila stands for a basic principle of justice, one that 
demands individual culpability and renounces punishment that would   
indiscriminately target the innocent and guilty alike. Avraham is saying to 
G-d that it is tantamount to violation of a sacrosanct principle should G-d 
confuse the innocent with the guilty.  
 

Avraham’s words then are not at all like the religious and humble words 
noted previously in the newspaper article, and if anything, demonstrate the 
opposite, what one scholar called “theological audacity.” I think there are 
two underlying issues. First, can we apply reason and experience when 
trying to make sense of G-d? Second, is reacting to G-d about events in the 
world with human emotions Jewishly acceptable? As to the first, it appears 
to me the answer is yes, because the most revolutionary thing about      
Avraham’s colloquy with G-d is that he didn’t assume that he didn’t       
understand. Instead, he powerfully questioned G-d based on his              
understanding. Iyov did likewise.  
 

As to the second, this can be rephrased as, is it Jewishly acceptable to be 
angry, even outraged, at the G-d we believe in? I heard one orthodox   
scholar say in a podcast a few months ago that when she was in Bais     
Yaakov she was taught it is not okay to react this way, and that the         
appropriate response to sudden catastrophe or suffering is to say Gam Zu 
La’tovah and move on. Subsequently, and especially after carefully reading 
Megilat Eichah, she began to question this teaching.  
 

There are in fact examples of various opinions about the acceptability of 
experiencing anger about G-d both in Tanach and in rabbinic literature and 
so, like many things in Judaism, there is no one right answer. Some modern 
Orthodox dare to follow in Avraham’s footsteps (and Iyov’s too) and allow 
themselves to feel what they feel toward G-d in reacting to tragic events 
and struggling to maintain faith. In so doing they create an authentic     
relationship with G-d. Others, however, worry less about relationship     
authenticity and more about a lessening of faith due to acknowledgment of 
negative emotions. They give primacy to the recognition of limitations in 
human understanding and the fickleness of feelings, and in doing so opt for 
a posture of humble deference as they strive to be satisfied with a belief 
that we are in good hands (even if events suggest otherwise).  

The next Shabbatot available to write a Dvar Torah are:  
Toldot 11/6, Miketz 12/4, Vayechi 12/18 & Vaera 1/1/22 

If interested, please email Bill Greenbaum at dvar@lss.org. 

 “This past May, during the most recent round of 
rocket fire from Gaza, the Avigal family took shelter in their 
meticulously sealed fortified room in Sderot. A rocket hit an 
apartment nearby, the force of the explosion caused a piece 
of shrapnel to ricochet towards their apartment and penetrate 
the secure window. Several members of the family were in-
jured and five-year-old Ido was critically wounded. He tragical-
ly succumbed to his wounds a short time later. The family took 
shelter as they were supposed to. The did all they could to 
remain safe, yet Hashem decreed otherwise. [I]t is Hashem 
Who runs the world. When He decides in His Omniscience that 
the time has come for the neshamah of a  five-year-old boy to 
leave this earth, He will choose from a myriad of   methods at 
His disposal in order to take that neshamah….”  

 “On one hand, when our time comes, that’s it; there 
is nothing we can do to change the course of events as              
Hashem orchestrates them. On the other hand, we can rest 
assured that Hashem is truly all-knowing. He sees the broad 
picture and knows what is best for us personally, and what is 
best for the world at large. He will do whatever needs to be 
done to make sure things happen as they should. We are in 
good hands.”  
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